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THE ARGUMENT 


or Boox I. 


The Firſt Book propoſes , firſt in brief, 
the whole ſubject, Man's diſobedience , and 
the loſs thereupon of Paradiſe wherein he 
was placed : Then rouches the prime cauſe 
of his fall, the Serpent, or rather Satan 
in the Serpent; who revolting from God, 
and drawing to his fide many legions of 
Angels, was, by the command of God, driven 
out of Heaven with all his crew into the 
great deep. Which action paſled over, the 
Poem haſtes into the midſt of things, pre- 
ſenting Satan with his Angels now fallen 
into hell, deſcribed here, not in the center 
( for Heaven and Earth may be ſuppoſed 
as yet not made, certainly not yet accurſed) 
but in a place of utter darkneſs, fitlieſt 


5 4 
called Chaos. Here Satan and his Angels " 4 
lying on the burning lake , thunder-ſtruck | [ 9. 
and aſtonished, after a certain ſpace reco- e 
vers, as from confuſion, calls up him who 14 
next in order and dignity lay by him; they HE 
confer of their miſcrable fall. Satan awakens | {| 
all his legions, who lay till then in the 1:3 


ſame manner confounded. They riſe, their 7 
numbers, array of battle, their chief leaders 

named, according to the idols known after- 
wards in Canaan and countries adjoining. To 


(2) 


theſe Satan directs his ſpeech , comforts 
them with hope yet of regaining Heaven, 
but tells them laſtly of a new world and new 
kind of creature to be created, according to 
an ancient prophecy or report in Heaven; 


for that Angels were long before this viſible 


creation, was the opinion of many ancient 
Fathers. To find our the truth of this pro- 
phecy, and what to determine thereon, he 
refers to a full council. What his aſſociates 
thence attempt. Pandemonium, the palace 
of Satan riſes, ſuddenly built out of the 


deep; the infernal Peers there ſit in council. 
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Or man's fit ſt diſobedience , and the fruit | 
Of that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte | 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
With loſs of Eden, till one greater Man 

Reſtore us , and regaiu the bliſsful ſear , 

Sing, heav'nly Muſe , that on the ſecret top 

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didſt inſpire 

That shepherd who firſt taught the choſen ſeed , 

In the beginning how the heav'ns and earth 


. 
ern 
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Roſe out of Chaos; or if Sion hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook that flow'd 
> Faſt by the oracle of God; I thence | 
! Tnvoks thy aid to my advent'rous ſong, We 
That with no middle flight intends to ſoar ? { 
Above th' Aonian mount, while it purſues 
ST hings unattempted yet in proſe or rhyme. 
And chiefly thou, O Spi'tit, that doſt prefer 
Before all remples th* upright heart and pure, 91 
inſtruct me, for thou know'ſt; thou from the fitſt 0 x 
Walt preſent, and with mighty wings outſpread 
Dove-like ſar'ſt brooding on tlie vaſt abyſs, 
And mad'ſt it pregnant: hat in me is dark, 
lilumine z what is low, raiſe aud ſupport; 
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4 PARADISE LOST. 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may aſſert eternal providence , 

And juſtify the ways of God to men. 


Say firſt, for heav'n hides nothing from thy visw, 


Nor the deep tract of hell; ſay firſt what cauſe 
Mov'd our grand parents, in that happy ſtate , 
Favour'd of heav'n ſo highly, to fall off 
From theit Creator, and tranſgreſs his will, 
For one reſttaint, lords of the world beiides? 
Who hrit ſeduc'd them to that foul revolr » 
Th' infernal ſerpent. He it was, whole guile, 
Stirr'd up with enyy and revenge, decciv'd 
The morher of mankind , what time his pride 
Had caſt him out from heav'n, with all his hoſt 
Of rebel-angels; by whoſe aid aſpiring 

To fer himſelf in glory above his peers , 

He truſted to naveequal'd the Mult Higli, 

If he oppos'd; and with ambirious aim 

Agaiuſt the throne and monarchy of Gol 


Rais'd impious war in heav'n, and battle proud, 


With vain attempt. Him the almighty rower 
Hurl'd headlong flaming from rh? cther-al sky, 
Wich hidcous ruin and combuſtion , down | 
To bottomleſs perdition, there ro dwell 

In adamantine chains and penal fire, 

Who durit defy th* Omnipotent to arms. 


Nine times the ſpace that meaſures day and night 


To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquish'd , rolling in the fiery gulf, 
Confounded though immortal: but his duoar 
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10 01 1. N ; 
R=ſety'd him to more wrath for now the thought 5 
Both of loſt happineſs and laſting pain 
Torments him. Round he throws his baleful eyes, 
That witneſs'd huge affliction and diſmay 
Mix'd with obdurate pride and ſtedfaſt hate; 
At once, as far as angels ken, he views 
The diſmal ſituation waſte and wild; | 
A dungeon horrible on all ſides round 
As one great furnace flam'd , yer from thoſe flames 
No light , but rather darkneſs viſible 
Sery'd only to diſcover ſights of woe, 
Regions of ſorrow , doleful shades, where peace "4 
And reſt can never dwell , hope never comes 
That comes to all; but torture without end N 
still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With evet- burning ſulphur unconſum'd; 
Such place eternal juſtice had prepar'd 
For thoſe rebellious , here their pꝑtis'on ordain'd 
In utter darkneſs, and their portion ſet 
As far remov'd from God and light of heav'n, 
As from the centre thrice to ch' utmoſt pole. | 
O how unlike the place from hence they fell! | f { N 
There the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempeſtuous fire , 
He ſoou diſcerns; and welt'ting by his {ide 
One next himſelf in pow'r, and next in crime, | | 1 
Long after kaow? in Paleſtine, and nam'd 


BeEz2bub., To whom th' arch-eneiny,, 
Aud thence in heav'n call'd satan, with bold words 
Breaking the horrid ſilence thus began. | 
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6 PARADISE LOST, 

If thou beeſt he; but O how fall'n ! how chang'4 
From him, who in the happy realms of light 
Cloath'd with tranſcendent brightneſs didſt outshine 
Myriads though bright! if he whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counſels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterpriſe , 

Toin'd with me once, now miſery has join'd 

In equal tuin; into what pit thou ſeeſt 

From what height fall'n; ſo much the ſtronger prov'd 
He with his thunder; and till then who knew 

The tor-e of rhoſe dire arms? Vet not for thoſe , 
Nor what the potent victor in his rage 

Can elſe infi&, do I repent or change, 

Though chang'd in outward luſtre , that fix'd mind, 
And high diſdain from ſenſe of injur'd merit, 

That with the Mightieſt rais'd me ro contend , 

Aud to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of ſpirits arm'd, 


That durſt diſlike his reign , and me preferring , 

His utmoſt pow'r with adverſe pow'r oppos'd 

In dubious battle on the plains of heav'n, 

And $hook his throne. What though the field be loſt 
All is not loſt; th* unconquerable will, 
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And ſtudy of revenge, immortal hate, 
And courage never to ſubmit or yield, 
And, what is elſe nor to be overcome; 
Thar glory never shall wrath or might 1 
Extort from me. To bow and ſue for grace x 
With ſuppliant knee, and deify his power, | 
Who from the terror of this arm fo late 


Boorx I. 
Doubted his empire; that were low indeed , 
That were an ignominy' and shame beneath 


This downfall ; ſince, by fate, the ſtrength of gods 


And this empyreal ſubſtance cannot fail; 

Since through expetience of this great event 

In arms not worſe , in foreſight much advanc'd, 
We may with more ſucceſsful hope reſolve 

To wage by force or guile ercrnal war , 
Itreconcileable to our grand toe, 

Who now triumphs, and in th* exceſs of joy 
Sole reigning holds the ryranny of heaven. 

So ſpake th' apoſtate angel, rhougi ia pain; 
Vaunting aloud , but rack'd with deep deſpait; 
And him thus anſwer'd ſoon his bold compeer. 

O Prince, O chief of many throned Powers , 
That led :th* embattel'd Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct, and in dreadful de2ds 
Fearleſs, endanger'd heav'n's perperual King, 
And pur to proof his high ſupremacy , 
Whether upheld by ſtrength , or chance, or fate; 
Too well I ſee, and rue the dire event, 

That with ſad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loſt us heav'n, and all this mighty hoſt 
In horrible deſtruction laid thus low, 
As far as gods and heav'nly eſſences 
Can perish : for the mind and ſpi'rit remains 
Invincible, and vigour ſoon returns, 
Though all our glory' extinct, and happy ſtate 
Here ſwallow'd up in endleſs miſery. 
Bur what if he our conqu'ror { whom I now 

A iy 


1 PARADISE LOST. 


"6 of force believe Almighty , ſince no leſs Of 
| f Than ſuch could have o 'erpower'd ſuch force as ours) |. .W 
Have left us this our ſpi'rit aud ſtrength entire, Pe! 
Strong!y to ſuffer and ſupport our pains, 1 

| That we may ſo ſuffice his vengeful ire, | Le 
Or do him mightier ſervice as his thra!ls Or 
By right of war, whate'er his buſineſs be Se. 
Here in the hearr of hell ro work in fire, Tl 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep; | ; f Sa 

War can it then avail, though yet we feel 3 

Strength undimini h'd, or eternal being Er 

To undergo eternal punishment ? 6:5. 

Wi-rzro with ſpeedy words th' arch-fiend reply'd. A 

Fall'n Ch-rub, to be weak is miſerable Cl 

Doing or ſuftering : bur of this be ſure, 5 

To do ought good never will be our task, 1 

Bur ever to do ill, our ſole delight, | * 
As be' ing the contrary to his high will If 

Whom we reſiſt. If then his providence T 

Out of our evil ſeek to bring forth good, V 

Our labour muſt be to pervert that end, . T 

' And our of good ſtill ro find means of evil ; Pp 
f : Which oft-rimes may ſucceed , ſo as perhaps L 
| ' Shall grieve him, If I fail not, and diſturb - A 
| is inmoſt counſels from their deſtin'd aim. 1 
. Bur ſee the angry victor hath recall'd B 
| His miniſters of vengeance and purſuit P 


Back to the gates of heav'n : the ſulphurous hail 
Shor after us in ſtorm , o'erblown , hath laid 
The fiery ſurge , chat from the precipice 
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Of heav'n receiv'd us falling, and the thunder 
Wing'd with red lightning aud impetnous rage, 
Perhaps hath ſpent his shafts, ant ceaſes now 
To bellow through the vaſt and boundleſs deep. 
Let us not ſlip th' occaſſon, whether ſcotn, 


Or ſatiate futy yield it from our foe. 
Seeſt thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 
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The ſeat of d-folation , void of light , 

Save what the glimmeting of theſe livid fames 
Caſts pale and dreadful Thirher ler us tend 
From off the tolling of theſe fi ry waves 

There teſt, if any rcſt can harbour there N 
And reaſſembling our afflided powets, 

Conſult how we May henceforth moſt offend 

Our enemy, our own loſs how r-fair , 

How overcome this dire calamity , ; 
Whar reinforcement we may gain from hope, 
If not, whar reſolution from d-ſpair. 

Thus Satan talking to his neareſt mate 

With head uplift above the wave, and eyes | 
Thar ſparkling blaz'd , his other parts beſides ; 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large 

Lay floting many a rood , in bulk as huge 


As whom the fables name of monſtrous ſize, 
Tiranian , or Earth born, that warr'd on Jove 
Briarcos, or Typhon , whom the den 
By ancient Tarſus held, or that ſca-beaſt 
Leviathan , which Gol of all his wcrks 
Created hugeſt that ſwim th' ocean ſtream: 
lim haply ſlumb'ring on the Norway foam © 
| A v \ 


10 PARADISE LOST. 
The pilot of fome ſmall night founder'd skiif 
Deeming an iſland, oft, as ſeamen tell, 

With fixed anchor in his ſcaly rind 

Moors by his ſide under the lee, while night 
Inveſts the ſea, and wished morn delays : 

So ſtretch'd out huge in length the arch-fiend lay 
Chain'd on the burning lake: nor ever thence 
Had ris'n , or heav'd his head, bur that the will 
And high permiſſion of all-ruling Heav'n 

Left him ar large to his own dark deligns 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himſelf damnation, while he ſought 
Evil to others; and enrag'd might ſee 

How all his malice ſerv'd but to bring forth 
Infinite goodneſs, grace. and mercy shown 

On man by him ſeduc'd ; bur on himſclf _ 
Treble confuſion , wrath and vengeance pour'd. 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
His mighty ſtature on each hand the flames 
Driv'n backward ſlope their pointing ſpites, and roll'd 
In billows , leave i'th' midſt a horrid vale; 
Ihen with expanded wings he ſteers his flight 
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air, 

That felt unuſual weight; till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever buirn'd 
With ſolid, as the lake with liquid fire; 

And ſuch appear'd in hue, as when the force 
Of ſubrerranean wind ttanſ potts a hill 

Torn from Pelotus, or the shatter'd (12 

Of rhund'ring tna, whoſe combuſtible 


Boox I. 11 
And fuel'd intrails thence conceiving fire, 
Sublim'd with mineral fury , aid the winds, 


And leave a ſinged bottom all involv'd 

Wich ſtench and ſmoke : ſuch reſting found the ſole 
Of unbleſs'd feet. Him follow'd his next mate, 
Both glorying to have *ſcap'd the Stygian flood 
As gods, and by their own recover'd ſtiength, 
Not by the ſutfterance of ſupernal power. 

Is this the region, ihis the foil, the clime , 
Said then the loſt arch-angel , this the ſear 
That we muſt change for heavꝰ'n, this mournful gloom 
For that celeſtial light: Be? it ſo, ſince he 
Who now is ſov'teign can diſpoſe and bid 
What shall be right; fartheſt from him is beſt, 

_ Whom reas'on hath equal'd, force hath made ſupreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy h-1ds, 
Where joy for ever dwells : hail horrors, hail 
Infernal world, and thou profoundeſt hc! 
Rec-ive thy new poſſeſſor; one who brings 
A mind not to be chang'd by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itſelf 
Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of heav'n. 
What matter where, if I be {till the ſame, 
And what I should be, all but leſs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater? Here at leaſt 
We shall be free; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign ſecure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, though in hell!: 
Bettet to reign in hell, than ſerve in heav'n. 
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12 PARADISE LOST. 

But wherefore let we then our faithful friends; 

Th' aſſoci ates and copartners of our loſs 

Lie thus aſtonish'd on th' oblivious pool, 

And call them nor to share with us their part 

In this unhappy manſion, or once more 

With rallied arms to try what may be yer 

Regain'd in heay'n , or what,more loſt in hell 
So Satan poke, and him Beelz:bub 

Thus anſwer'd. Leader of thoſe armies bright, 

Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foil'd, 

It once they hear that voice, their livelięſt pledge 

Of hope in fears and dangers, heard ſo oft 

In worſt extremes, and on the perilous edge 

Of battle When it rag'd , in all aſſaults 

Their ſureſt ſigual, they will ſoon reſume 

New courage and revive , though now they lie 

Groveling and proſtrate on you lake of ſite, 

As we crewhile, aſtounded and amaz'd , 

No wonder, fall'n ſuch a pernicious height. 


He ſcarce had ccas'd , when the ſuperior fiend 


Was moving row'ard the shore; his pond'rous shield, 


Ethereal remper , matly , large and round, 
Behind him cait; the broad circumference 

Hung on his Shoulders like the moon, whoſe orb 
Through optic glaſs the Tuſcan arriſt vicws 

Ar evening from the top of Feſole , 

Or in Valdarno, to deſcry new lands, 

Rivers or mountains in her ſporty globe. 

His ſpear , to equal which the talleſt pine 

Hewn on Norwegian hills to be che maſt 
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Boox J. 11 
Of ſome great ammiral, were but a wand, 
He walk'd with to ſupport uneaſy ſteps 
7 Over the burning marle , (not like thoſe ſteps 
: On heay'n's azure ), and the torrid clime 
| smote on him ſore beſides, vaulted with fire, _ 
; Nathl.ſs he ſo endur'd , till on the beach 
| Of that inflamed ſea he ſtood , and call'd 
His legions , angel-forms ; who lay intranc'd 
Thick as autumnal leaves that {trow the brooks 
In Valloinbro'a , where th' Errurian shades 


— 
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High over-arch'4 imbow'r; or ſcatter'd ſedge 

j Aflote, when with kerce winds Orion arm'd 

\ Hath vex'd the Red-ſea coaſt, whole wayes o'erthrew 
Zuſiris and his Memphian chivalry , 


While with perfidious hatred they purſu'd 


The ſojourners of Goshen, who beheld _— 
1 5 a ; I. 
4 From the ſafe shore th ir Aori: g carcaſes N 
© And broken charior-whee!s :; ſo thick beſtrowr, 


Abj-ct and loſt lay theſe, covering the flood 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 
He call'd ſo loud, that all the hollow deep | 
Of hell reſounded. Princes, Potentates, M5 [ C 
Warriors, the flow'r of heav'n, once yours, now loſt, 

If ſuch aſtonishment as this can ſeize 

Eternal ſpi'rirs ; or have ye chos'n t s place 

Aftet the toil of battle to repoſe | ' 
Your wearicd virtue , for the caſe you find 
To ſlun.berhere, as in the vales of heaven? 
Or in this abje& poſture have ye ſworn 

To adore the conqueror 2 who now beholds 


14 PARADISE LOST. 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 

With ſcarrer'd arms and enſigns, till anon 
His ſwift purſuers from heay*n-gates diſcern 
Th' advantage, and deſcending tread us down 
Thus drooping , or with linked thunderbolts 
Transtix us to the bottom of this gulph. 
Awake, atiſe, ot be for ever fall'n. 

They heard, and were abash'd, and up they ſprung 
Upon the wing; as when men wont to watch 
On duty , fleeping found by whom they dread , 
Rouſe and beſtit themſelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the herce pains not feel, 
Yer to their general's voice they ſoon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's ſon, in Egypr's evil day, 

Warv'd round the coait , up call'd a pitchy cloud 
Of lucuſts, warping on the caſtern uind, 

That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile: 
So numberleſs were thoſe bad angels ſeen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of hell, 
*Twixt upper, nether, and ſurrounding fires ; 
Till, as a ſignal giv'a, th'uplifted [pear 

Of their grear Sultan waving to direct 

Their courſe, in even balance down they lighr 
On the firm brimſtone, and fill all the plain; 
A multitude, like which the populous north 
Pout'd never from her frozen loins, to paſs 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbatous ſon: 
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" BOOK I 17 
came like a deluge on the ſouth, and ſpread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan ſands. 

Forthwith from every ſquadron and each band 

The h:ads and leaders thither haſte where ſtood 
Their great commander godlike shapes and forms 
Excelling human, princely dignities , 

An. pow'rs that erſt in heaven (ar on thrones; 
Though of their names in heav'nly records now 

Be no memorial, blorred our and ras'd 

By, th-ir rebellion from the books of life, 

Nor had they yet among the ſons of Eve 


Got them new names; till wand'ring ober the carth , 


Ihrough Cod's high ſufferance for the trial of man, 
By falſities and lies the greateſt part | 
Of mankind they corrupred to forake 
God their Creator, and th' inviſible 
Glory of him that made them to transform 
Oft io the image of a brute, adorn'd 
Wich gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

And devils to adore for deities: 
Then were they known to men by various names, 
And various idols through the Heathen world, 

Say, Muſe, their names then know n, who firſt, who laſt, 
Rous'd from the ſlumber , on that fiery couch, 


At their great empe ror's call, as next in worth 
Came ſingly where he ſtood on the bare ſtrand , 
While the promiſcuous croud ſtood yet aloof. 
The chief were thoſe who from the pit of hell 
Roaming to ſeek their prey on earth, durſt fix 
Their ſears long after next the ſear of God 


26 PARADISE LOST. 
Their altats by his altar, gods ador'd 

Among the nations round , and durſt abide 
Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim; yea, often plac'd 
Wichin his ſanctuary itſelf their shiines, 
Abominations; and with curſed things 

His holy rites and ſolemn feaſts profan'd , 

And with their darkneſs durſt affront his light, 
Firſt Moloch, horrid king, beſmear'd with blood 
Of human ſacrifice , and parents tears, 

Though for the noiſe of drums and timbrels loud 
Their childrens cries unheard , that paſs'd through fire 
To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 
Worshipp'd in Raba and her watry plain, 

In Argob and in Baſan , to the ſtream 

Of utmoſt Arnon. Nor content with ſuch 
Audacious neighbourhood , the wiſeſt heart 

Of Salomon he led by fraud ro build 

His temple right againſt the remple* of God 

On that opprob:ious hill, and made his grove 
The pleaſant vailey* of Hinnom , Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna called, the type of hell. 
Next Chemos, th' obſcene drcad of Moab's ſous , 
From Aroar ro Nebo, and the wild 

Of ſouthmoſt Abarim; in Heſebon 

And Horouaim , Scon's realm, beyond 

The flow'ry dale of Sibma , clad with vines, 

And Eleale, to th' Aſphalric pool. 

Peor his other name, when he enric'd 

Iſracl in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 
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To do him wanton rites , which coſt them woe. 
Yer thence his luſtful orgi-s he enlarg'd 
Ev'n to that hill of ſcandal , by the grove 
Of Moloch homicide ; luſt hard by hate; 
Till good Joſiah drove them th-nce to hell. 
Wich theſe came they, who from the bord'ring flood 
Of o' Euphrates, to the brook that parts 
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 
Of Baalim and Ashtaroth; thoſe male, 
Theſe feminine. For ſpirits, when they pleaſe, 
Can either ſex aſſume, or both; ſo ſoft 
And uncompoundeld is their eſſence pure; 
Not ty'd or manacled with joint or limb, 
Nor founded on the brittie ſtrength of bones, 


Like cumbrous flesh: but in what shape they chuſe 
Dilated or condenꝰ d, bright or obſcure, 

Can execute their airy purpoſes, 1 
And works of love or enmity fulfil. | 
For thoſ the race of Iiraz1l oft torſook 

Their living ſtrengrh , and unfrequenred leſt 7 
His righteous altar, bowing low!y flown ' 
To b-itia! gods; for which their h-ads as low 

Bow'd Jown in battle, ſunk betor: the ſpear 


Of deſpicable foes. W th theſe in troop 

Came Aſtoteth, whom the Phoeniciaus call'd 
Aſtarte, queen of heav'n , with creſcent horns, 
To whoſe bright image niglitly by the moon 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows an! ſongs; | 
In Sion aiſo not unſung , wacre {too 1 

Her temple ou ch” oiteative mountain, built 
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By that uxorious king, whoſe heart, though large, 
Beguil'd by fair idolatreſſes, fell 
To ido!s foul. Thammuz came next behind , 
Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian damſels, ro lament his fate, 
In amorous ditties all a ſummer's day; 
While ſmooth Adonis from his narive rock 
Ran purple to the ſea, ſuppos'd with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love- tale 
Infc&ed Sion's daughters with like heat; 
Whoſe wanton rallions in the ſacred porch 3 
Ezekiel ſaw, when, by the viſion led, 
His ey: ſurvey'd the dark idolatries 
Of alicnared Judah. Next came one, 
Who mourn'd in carneſt, when the captive ark 
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own temple, on tlie grunſel edge, 
Where he fell flat, and sham'd his worshippers : 
Dagon his name, ſea-monſter , upward man 
And downward fish: yet had his temple high 
Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the coaſt 
Of Paleſtine, in Cath, and Aſcalon, 
And Accaton, and Gaza's fronticr-bounds. 
Him follow'd Rimmon , whoſe delightful ſear 
Was fair Damaſcus , on the fertile banks 
Of Abbana and Pharphar , lucid ſtreams. 
He alſo” againſt the houſe of God was bold: | 
A leper once he loſt, and gain'd a king , | 
Ahaz , his ſottish conqu'rqr, whom he drew 1 
God's altar to diſparage, and diſplace , ; 
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For one of Syrian mode, vhereon to burn 
His odious offerings , and adore the gods 61 
Whom he had vanquish'd. After theſe appear'd ; 
A crew , who under names of old renown, 
Oſiris , Iſis, Orus , and their train, 
Wich monſtrous shapes and ſorceries abus'd 14 
Fanatic Egypt, and her prieſts, to ſeck 
Their wand' ring gods difgnis'd in brutish forms, 
Rather than human. Nor did Iſrael *ſcape | 
Th' infection , when their borrow'd gold compos'd 
The calf in Or:b; and the rebel king 
Doubled that fin in Bethel and in Dan, 
Lik*ning his Maker to the grazed ox, 
Jehovah; who in one night, when he paſs'd 


From Egypt marching , equal'd with one ſtroke 
Both her firſt- born and all her bleating gods. 
Belial came laſt, than whom a ſpi'rit more lewd 
Fell not from heaven, or more groſs to love 
Vice for itſelf: to him no temple ſtood | 

Or altar ſmok' d; yet who more oft than he 

In temples and at altars, when the prieſt 

Turns atheiſt, as did Eli's ſons, who fill'd 

Wich luſt and violence the houſe of God? 

In courts and palaces he alſo reigns, 

And in luxurious cities, where the noiſe 

Of ri'or aſcends above their loftieſt row'rs 5 
And injury and outrage: and when night 
Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons 
Of Belial, flown with inſolence and wine. 
Witneſs the ſtreets of Sodom, and that nigh 
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In Gibeah, when the hoſpitable door 

Expos'd a matron, to avoid worſe rape. 

Theſe were the prime in order and in might; 
The reſt were long to tell, though far renown'd , 
Th' Ionian gods, of Javan's iſſue held 

Gods, yer confe(,'d latet than Heay'n and Earth, 
Their boaſted parents: Titan, Heav'n's firſt-born, 
Wich his enormous brood , and birthright ſeiz'd 
By younger Saturn; he from mightier Jove , 

His own and Rhea's ſon , like meaſure found; 

So Jove uſurping reign'd : theſe firſt in Crete 
And Ida known; thence on the ſnowy rop 

Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle air, 

Their higheſt heav'n; or on the Delphian cliff, 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

Of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 

Fled over Adria to th' Heſperian fields, 

And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmoſt iſles. 


Dovn caſt and damp , yet ſuch wherein appcar'd 


Not in deſpair, to' have found themſelves not loſt 
In loſs itſelf; which on his count'nance caſt 

Lik-: doubtful hue ; bur he his wonted pride 

Soon recollecting , with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not 'ubſtanc? , gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and diſpell'd their fears. 
Then ſtrait commands that at the warlike ſound 
Of trumpets loud and clarion be uprear'd 

His mighty ſtandard ; that proud honour claim'd 


+” 
— — - 


—— - 

_ 9 6 — 

— 
- 2 = 


2 


= 


All theſe and more came flocking ; but with looks 


Obſcure ſome glimpſe of joy, toꝰ have found their chief 
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Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall; 
Who forthwith from the glittering ſtaſf unfurl'd 
Th' imperial enlign , which , full high advanc'd , 
Shone like a meteot ſtreaming to the win, 
With gems and golden luſtre rich imblaz'd , 
Szraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial ſounds ; 
At which the univerſa! hoſt upſent 
A shout, that tore hell's concave , and bevon | 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Niglit. 
All in a moment through the gloom were teen 
Ten thouſand banners rife into the air 
With orient colours waving : with them rote: 
A foreſt huge of ſpears ; and thronging helms 


Appcar'd, and ſerried shields in thick array, 
Of depth immeaſurable: anon they move 

In perfect phalanx , to the Dorian mood 

Of flutes, and ſoft recorders; ſuch as rais'd 
To hight of nobleſt remper heroes old 
Arming to battle; and inſtead of rage, | 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm, and unmoy'd 1 x 
Wich drzad of death to flight or foul retreat; q [ 
Nor wanting pow'r to mitigate and (wage , 

Wich ſolemn touches, troubl'd thoughts, and chatte 

Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and ſor'row, and pain, 

From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 1 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought. 

Moy'd on in ſilence to ſoft pipes, that charm'd 

Their painful ſteps o'er the burnt ſoil; and now 

Ad vanc'd in view, they ſtand, a horrid front 
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Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guiſe 

Of warriors old with order'd ſpear and shield, 

Awaiting what command their mighty chief 

Had to impoſe. He through the armed files 

Darts his experienc'd eye, and ſoon traverſe 

The whole battalion views, their order due, 

Their viſages and ſtature as of gods 

Their number laſt he ſums. And now his heart 
Diſtends wich pride, and hard'ning in his ſtrength 

' Glories : for never fince created man, 

Met ſuch imbodied force, as nam'd with theſe 

Could merir more than that ſmall infantry 

Warr'd on by cranes, though all the giant brood 

Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were join'd 

Thar fought at Thebes and Ilium , on each ſide 

Mix'd with auxiliar gods; and what reſounds 

In fable or romance of Urher's ſon 

Begirt with British and Armoric knights; 

And all who ſince, bapriz'd or infidel, 

Jouſted in Aſpramont or Montalban, 

Damaſco , or Marocco , or Trebiſond , 

Or whom Biſerta ſent from Aftic shore, 

When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 

By Fontarabia. Thus far theſe beyond 

Compare of mortal proweſs , yet obſerv'd 

Their dread commander : he, above the reſt 

In shape and geſture proudly eminent 

Stood like a tow'r; his form had nor yer loſt 

All her original brightneſs , nor appear'd 

Leſs than arch · angel ruin'd , and chꝰ exceſs 
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Of glory? obſcur'd : as when the ſun new ris'n 
Looks through the orizontal miſty air 

Shorn of his beams; or from behind the moon, 
In dim eclipſe , diſaſtrous twilight sheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplex2s monarchs. Darken'd ſo , yet shone 
Above them all th' arch- angel: bur his face 
Deep ſcars of thunder had entrench'd , and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows 

Of dauntleſs courage , and conſiderate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, bur caſt 

Signs of remorſe and paſſion ro behold 

The fellows of his crime , the followers rather , 
( Far other once beheld in bliſs) , condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain 

Millions of ſpirirs for his fault amerc'd 

Of heav'n, and from eternal ſplendours flung 

For his revolt; yet faithful how they ſtood , 
Their glory wither'd ; as when heav'n's fire 

Hath ſcath'd the foreſt-oaks, or mountain-pines , 
Wich ſinged top their ſtately growth, though bare, 
Stands on the blaſted heath. He now ptepar' d 
To ſpeak; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half incloſe him round 
Wich all his peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aflay'd, and thiic:, in ſpire of ſcorn, 
Tears ſuch as angels weep , burſt forth; at laſt 
Words interwove with ſighs found out their way. 

O myriads of immortal ſpi'rits, O Powers 


Matchleſs, but with ch' Almighty; and chat ſtrifp 
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Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire, 
As this place teſtifies, and this dire change, 
Hateful to utter: but what pow'r of mind, 
Foreſeeing or preſaging, from the depth 


Of knowledge paſt or preſent, could have fear'd, 


How ſuch united force of gods, how ſuch 

As ſtood like theſe, could ever know repulſe? 
For who can yer believe, though after loſs, 
That ali theſe puiſſant legions , whoſe exile 
Hath emptied heav'n, shall fail to reaſcend , 
Self-rais'd , and repoſſeſs their native ſcar ? 
For me be witn-\s all the hoſt of heaven, 

If countels different, or danger shunn'd 

By me, have loſt our hopes. Bur he who reigus 
Monarch in heav'n, till then as one ſecure 

Sat on his throne , upheld by old repute , 
Conſent or cuſtom , and his regal ſtare 

Pur forth ar full, bur {till his ſtrength conceal'd , 


Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Hencetorth his might we know, and know our own ; 


So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provok' d; our better part remains 
To work in cloſe deſign, by fraud or guile, 
What force effected not; that he no legs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome bur half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds; whereof ſo :ife 
There went a fame in heav'n, that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 


Should 
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should favour equal to the ſons of heaven: 
Thither , if bur to pry, shall be perhaps 
Our firſt eruption, thither or elſewhere ; 
For this infernal pit shall never hold 
Celeſtial ſpi'rirs in bondage, nor the abyſs 
Long under darkneſs cover. Bur theſe thoughts 


Full counſel muſt mature: peace is deſpair'd , g 

For who can think ſubmiihon > War tlien, war 

Open or underſtood , muſt be reſolv'd. ; 
He ſpake: and to confirm his words, ountfle . 


Millions of flaming ſwords , drawn fron the thighs 

Of mighty Cherubim; the ſudden blaze 

Far round illumin'd hell: highly they rag'd 
Againſt the high'eſt, and fierce with graſped arms þ 0 


Clash'd on their ſounding shields the din of war, 

Hurling defance row'ard the vault of heav*n. 
There ſtood a hi'l nor far, whoſe griſly top 

Belch'd fire and rolling ſmoke , the reſt entire 

Shone with a gloſſy ſcutrf, undoubred tign 

That ia his womb was hid metallic ore, 

The work of ſulphur. Thither wing'd with ſpeed 3 5 8 

A numerous brigade haſten'd : as When bands 1 | [ [ « 

Of pioneers with ſpade and pickax arm'd | | 

Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field, 6 

Or caſt a rampart. Mammon led them on; 

Mammon, the lcaft erected ſpi'rit that fell , 

From heav 'n; for e'en in han his looks and thouzhre 

Were always dowaward bent, admi ing more | 

The riches of heav'n's pavement, trodden gold, 

Than ought divine os holy elſe enjoy'd 

B 
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In viſion beatific: by him fitſt 

Men alſo , and by his ſuggeſtion taughe, 
Ranſack'd the center , and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 

For treaſures bettet hid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a ſpacious wound, 

And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire 
That riches grow in hell: that ſoil may beſt 
Deſerve the precious bane. And here let thoſe 
Who boaſt in mortal things, and wondl'ring tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Mcmphiaia kings, 
Learn how their greateſt monumen's of tame, 
And ſtrongth and art, are cahly outdone 

By ſpirits reprobare „and, in an hour, 

What in an age they with inceſſan: toil 

And hands innumerable ſcarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar'd, 
That undern?ath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluc'd from the lake, a ſecond multi le 
Wich wondrous art founded the maſſy ore, 
Seveting each kind, and ſcumini''d the bullion drofs ; 
A third as ſoon had form'd within the ground 

A various mold, an l from rhe boiling c:lis 

By ſtrange convey:nce fiil'd each hollow nook, 
As in an organ, from one blaſt of wind, 

To many a row of pipes the ſoun l-board breatlies. 
Anon out of the earth a fabric bugs _ 

Roſe like an exhalation , with the ſound 

Of dulcet ſymphonies and voices ſweet, 

Built like a remple , where pilaſters round 
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Were ſet, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave; not did there want 
Cornice ot freeze , with hoſſy ſculptures graven; 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

Nor great Alcaito ſuch magnificence 

Equal'd in all their glories, to inshrine 

Belus or Serapis their gods, or ſear 

Their kings, when Fgypt with Aſſyria ſtrove 

In wealth and luxury. Th' aſcending pile 

Stood fix'd het ſtately height; and ſtrait the doors 
Op'ning their brazen folds diſcover wide 

Within, her ample ſpaces, o'er the ſmooth 

And level pavement : from the arched roof, 

pen lent by ſubtle magic, many a row 

Of ſtarry lamps and blazen creſſets, fed 

With Naphtha and Aſphaltus, yielded light 

As from a sky. The baſty nultitude 

Admiring enter'd; and the work ſome praiſe, 
And ſome the atchitect: his hand was known 

In heav'n by many a tow'red ſtructurs high, 
Where ſceprer'd angels held their reſi lencę, 

And ſat as princes; whom the ſupreme King 
Exalted to ſuch pow'r, and gave to rule, 
Fach in his hierarchy , the orders bright. 
Nor was his name unheard, or unador'd , 
In ancient Greece ; and in Auſonian land 
Men calb'd him Mulcibet; and how he fell 
From h. av'n, they fabled, thrown by angry Tove 
Meer o'er the cryſtal battlements; {rom mern 
To noon he fell, from noun to dewy eve, 
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A ſummer's day; and with the ſerting ſun 
Dropt from the zenith like a falling ſtar , 
On Lemnos th' Ægean iſle : thus they relate , 
Erring; for he with this rebellious tout 
Fell long before : nor ought avail him now 
T' have built in heav'n high row'rs nor did he "ſcape 
By all his engines, but was headlong ſent 
With his induſtrious crew to build in hell. 

Mean while the winged heralds by command 
Of ſoy'reign pow'r with awful ceremony 
And trumpets' ſound , throughout the hoſt proclaim 
A ſolemn council forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium, tae high capital 
Of Saran and his pecrs : their ſummons call'd 
From every band and ſ juared r-gimunt 
By place or choice the worthigſt; th.y anon 
With hun41r-:ds , and with rhoutan1s, trooping came 
Attended: all acceſs was throng, the gates | 
And porches wide, bur chict rhe ſpacious hall 
(rnosgh like a cover*'d field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the soldan's cliaic 
Defy*d the beſt of Panim chivairy 
To mortal combat, or career with lance ) 
Thick ſwarm'd, both on th: ground aud in the air 
Brush'd with the hif+ of ruſlinsg wings. As bees 
in ſpring time, when the in with Taurus ri kes 5 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In cluſters; they among fresh dews and flowers 
Fly ro and fio, or on the ſnoothed plauk , 


The ſuburb of thcig ſtraw- built citadel , 
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Reduc'd their shapes immenſe , and were at large, 


And ſummons read , the great conſult began. 
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New rubb'd with balm , expatiate, and confet 
Their ſtate - affairs. So thick the airy croud 
Swarm'd and were ſtraiten'd ; till che ſignal given, 
Bchold a wonder! they but now who ſeein'd 
In bigneſs ro ſurpaſs carth's giant ſons , | 
Now leſs than fmalleſt dwarfs, in narrow room | 
Throng numberleſs; like that pygmean race I 
Beyond the Indian mount; or fairy elves ,. 
Whoſe midnight revels by a foreſt fide 
Or fountain ſome belated peaſanr ſees , 
Or dreams he ſees ; while: over-head the moon 
Sirs arbitreſs, and nearer to the earth 
Wheels her pale courſe ; they on their mirth and dance 
Intent, with jocund muſic charm his ear; 
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 


. 2 


Thus incorporeal ſpi'rits to ſmalleſt forms 


Though without number ſtill, amidſt che hall 
Of that infernal court. Bur far within, 

And in their own dimenſions like themſelves, 
The grear Seraphic lords and Cherubim 

In cloſe receſs and ſecret conclave ſar ; 

A thouſand demi gods on golden ſeats , 
Frequent and full. After short ſilence then, 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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The conſultation begun, Satan debates whe- 
ther another battle be to be hazarded for the re- 
covery of heaven; ſome ad viſe it, others diſſuade, 
A third propoſal is preferred, mentioned before 
by Satan, to Gerch the truth of that prophecy 
or tradition in heaven concerning another world, 
and another kind of creature, equal, or not 
much inferior to themſelves, about this time to 
be created: Their doubt who shall be ſent on 
this difficult ſcarch: Satan their chief undertakes 
alone the voyage, is honoured and applauded, 
The council thus ended, the reſt betake them 
ſeveral ways and to ſeveral employments , as 
their inclinations lead them, to entertain the 
time till Satan return. He paſſes on his journey 
to hell- gates, finds them shut, and who fa: 
there to guard them, by whom at length they 


are opened, and diſcover to him the great gulf 


betwecn hell and heaven; With what difficulty 
he paſles through, directed by Chaos, the 
power of that place, to the ſight of this new 
world which he ſought. 
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H IG H on a throne of royal ſtate, which far 
Outshone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous Eaſt with richeſt hand 
Show'rs on her kings barbaric pearl and gold , 
Satan exalted ſat, by merir rais d 
To that bad eminence ; and from deſpair 
Thus high uplifred beyond hope , aſpires 
Beyond thus high; inſatiate to purſue 
Vain war with heav'n; and, by ſucceſs untaught, 
His proud imaginations chus diſplay'd. 

Pow'rs and dominions, deities of heaven; 
For ſinc: no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immorcal vigour , though oppreſs'd and fall'n , 
I give not heav'n for loſt. From this deſcent 
Celeſtial virtues riſing, will appear 
More glorious and more dread than from no fall 5 
And truſt themſelves to fear no ſecond fate. 
Me though juſt righr, and the fix'd laws of heay'm 
Did firſt create your leader; next, free choice; 
With what beſides, in council or in fight, 
Hath been atchiev'd of merit; yet this loſs 
Thus far ar leaſt recover'd , hath much more 
Eltablish'd in a ſafe unenvied throne, 
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Yielded with full conſent. The ha; pier ſt ite 
In heav'n , which follows digni:y , m he draw 
Envy from each inferior : bur who here 
Will envy whom the higheſt place expoſes 
Foremoſt to ſtand againſt the Thund'rer's aim, 
Your bulwark , and condemns to greateſt share 
Of endleſs pain ? where there is then no good 
For which to ſtrive, no ſtrife can grow up there 
From faction: for none ſurz will claim in hell 
Precedence; none, whoſe portion is ſo ſmall 
Of preſear pain, that with ambitions mind 
Will cover more. With this advantage then 
To union, and firm faith , and firm accord, 
More than can be in heav'n, we now return 
To claim our juſt inheritance of old, 
Surer to proſper than proſperity 
Could have aiſur'd us; and by what beſt way, 
Whether of open war or covert guile, 
We now debate: who can adviſe , may ſpcak. 
He ceas'd ; and next him Moloch, ſceptet'd king, 
Stood up, the ſtrongeſt and the fierceſt ſpirir 
Thar fought in heav'n, now hercer by deſpair: 
His truſt was with th' Eternal to be deen'd 
Equal in ſtrength; and rather than be leſs, 
Car*4 not to be at all ; with that care 1:(t 
Went all his fear : of God, or hell, or worſe 
He reck'd not; and theſe words thereafter ſpake, 
My ſenrence is for open war: of wiles , 


More unexpert, I boalt not: them ler thoſe 


Contrive who need; or when they need, not now. 
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por while they ſit contriving, shall the reſt, 

Mil'ions that ſtand in arms, and longing wait 

The fignal ro aſcend , fir ling'ring here 

Heav'n's fugitives, and for their dwelling place 

Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame, 

The priſon of his tyranny who reigns 

By our delay? No, let us rather chooſe, 

Arm'd with hell Aames and fury, all at once 

O'er heav'n's high tow'rs to force teſiſtleſs way, 

Turning our tortures into horri arms 

Avaiiſt the torturet; when to meer the noiſe 

Of his almighty engine he shall hear 

Infernal thunder; and for lightning, ſee 

Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 

Among his Angels; and his throne itſelf | 

Mix'd with Tarrarcan ſulphur, and ſtrange fite, 

His own invented totments. But perhaps 

The way ſeems difficult and ſteep ro ſcale 

Wirth upright wing againſt a higher foc. 

Let ſuch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumm not ſtill, 

Thar in our proper motion we aſcend 

Up to our native ſear : deſcent and fall 

To us is adverſe. Who bug, felt of late, 

When the fierce foc busß bn our broken rear 

Inſulting, and purſu'd us chrough the deep, 

With what compulſion and laborious flight 

We ſunt thus low? Th' aſcent is ealy then; 

Th' event it fear'd; should we again provoke 

Our ſtronger, ſome worſe way his wrath may find 
B y 
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To our deſtruction; if there be in hell | 
Fear to be worſe deſtroy l. What can be worſe 

Than to dwell here, driy'n out from bliſs, condemn'd 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe; 
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Where pain of unextinguishable fire 
Muſt exerciſe us without hope of end, 
The vaſſals of his anger, when the ſcourge 
Incxorably , and the torturing hour 

Calls us to penance? More deſtroy'd than thus, 

We ſshould be quite abolish'd, and expire. 
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What f-ar we then? what doubt we to incenſe 
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His utmoſt ire ? which to the height enrag'd, 
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Will either quite conſume us, and reduce 
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To nothing this eſſential; happier fat, 
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Than miſcrable to have eternal being; 
Or if our ſubſtance be indeed divine, 
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And cannot ceaſe to be, we ate at worſt 
On this ſide nothing; and by proof we feel 
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Out pow'r ſufficient ro diſturb his heaven, 
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And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 
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Though inacceſſible, his fatal throne; | 


Which if not victory, is yet revenge. 
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He ended frowning, an his looks denounc'd 
Delpe*rare revenge, and barrel dangerous 
To Ls than gods. On th' other fide up roſe ; 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane : _ 
A fairer perſon loſt not heav'n; he ſeem'd 
For dignity compos'd , and high exploit: 
Bur all was falſe and hollow; though his tongue 
Dropt manna, and could make the wor ſe appcat ö 
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The better teaſon, to perplex and dash 
Matureſt counſels : for his thoughts were low g 
To vice induſtrious , but to nobler deeds 
Timorous , and flothful ; yet he pleas'd the ear, 
And wirh perſuaſive accent thus began. 

should be much for open war, O peers, 
As not behind in hate; if what was urg'd 
Main reaſon to perſuade immediate war , 
Did not diſſuade me moſt, and ſeem to caſt 
Ominous conjectur: on the whole ſucceſs 
When he who moſt excels in fact of arms, 
In what he counſels, and in what exc-'s 
Miſtruſtful . grounds his courage on deſpair , 
And utter diſfolution, as th: ſcope 
Of all his aim, after ſome dire revenge. 
Firſt, what revenge? ? The row'rs of H-av'n are ſill'd 
Wirth armed watch, that render all acceſs 
Impregnable : oft on the bord”ring deep 
Incamp their legions 3 or, with obſcure wing, 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night, 
Scorning ſurpriſe, Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our hecls all Hell should riſe 
With blackeſt inſurrection, ro confound 
Ileav'n's pureſt light; yet our great enemy, 
All incorruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted; and th' ethereal mold, 
Incapable of ſtain, would ſoon expel 
Her miſchief, and purge of th- baſ-r fire, 
Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 
Is flat deſpait: we muſt exaſperate 
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Th? almighty victor to ſpend all his rage, 


And that muſe end us; that muſt be our cure, 1 ö 
To be no more. Sad cure! for who would loſe, 
Thongh full of pain, this intell-cual being, 4 | 


Thoſe thoughts that wander through eternity | 
To perich rather, (wallow'd up and loſt — | 
In the wide womb of uncreated night, | 


% 


Devoid of ſenſe and motion? And who knows , 
Let this be good, whether our angry foe 

Can give it, or will ever? how he can, 

Is doubtful; that he never will, is ſure. 

Will he, ſo wiſe, let looſe at once his ire, 


Belike through iinpoteuce, or unawar -, 
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To give h's enemies their wich, and en! 
Them in his anger, whom his anger ſaves | 


To punich endlefs > Wherefore ccaſe we then? | 


Say th:y who counſcl war; we are decreed, 
Reſerv'd , and deſtin'd to eternal woe; 


Whar.v.r doing, what can we ſuffer more, 


— 


Whar can we ſuffer worſe? Is this then worſt, 
Thus ſitting, thus conſu'ting, thus in arms? 


What, Muhen we fed amain, purſi'd and ſtruck 
Wich heav'n's afflicti:'g thunder, and beſought 
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7 hz: decp ro<h-Ir-r us? this hell tlien ſcem'd 
A reſnge from thoſe wounds; or „hen we lay 
Chain'd on the burning lake? that ſure was worſe, 


What, if the breath that kindle d rho: grim fires, 


Awak' d, should blow them into feviatold rage, 
And plunge us in the flames! or, from above, 


Should intermitted veng auc: arm again 
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Nie red tight hand to plague us? what if all 
E Her ſtores were open'd, and this firmament 


Of hell shou'd ſpout her cataracts of fire, 
Impendent horrors, threat'ning hid:ous fall 
One day upon our h-a4s while we perhaps 
Deſigning or exhorting glorious war, 

Caught in a fiery tempeſt shall be harl'd 

Fach on his rock tran fix d, the ſpo:rt and prey 
Of wracking whirlwin ds; or tor ever ſunk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains; 
There ro converl: with everlaſting groans, 
Unre{rit:d, unpi ied, unrecfri:v'd , 

Ages of bopeleſs end? this would be worſe. 

War th -r-fore , open or conczal”.1, alixe 

My voice ditſuades for what can force or guile 
| With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 
Views all thiags at one view ? he from heav'n's height 
All theſe or motions vain ſees, and derides 
Nor more a'm'ghry to refiit our might 

Than wiſe to fruſtrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, rhe race of heav'n 
Thus trampled, thus expell'd, to ſuffer here 


| Chains and th:ſe torments? Better theſe than worſe , 


| By my advice; fince fate inevitable 


p Subdues us, and omnifor-nt decrꝛe, 


N The victor's will. To ſuttcr, as to do, 1 
Our ſtrength is equal, nor the law unjuſt a 
Thar fo ordains : this was at firſt reſolv'd, 

It we were wile, againſt fo great a fo: 


Cuntending , and ſo doubtful what might fall. 
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38 PARADISO EZ LOST. 
I laugh , when thoſe who at the ſpear ate bold 
And vent'rous, if that fail them, shrink, and fear, 
Whar yet they know muſt follow, ro endure 
Exile, or ignominy', or bonds, or pain, 
The ſentence of their conqu'rot: this is now 
Our doom; which if we can ſuſtain and bear, 
Our supreme foe in time may much remit 
His anger; and perhaps, thus far remov'd, 
Not mind us not offending , ſarisfy'd 
Wirth hat is punish'd , hence theſe raging fites 
W-ill ſlacken, if his breath ſtir no their flames. 
Our purer eſſence then will overcome 
Th ir noxious vapour; or inur'd, not feel; 
Or chang'd at length, and to the place conform d 
In temper, and in nature, will receive | 
Fami'iiar thc ficrc2 heat, and void of pain; 
This horror will grow mild, this darkneſs Ight; 
Beſides what hope the never-cnling flight 
Of future days may bring, hat chance, what chang? 
Worth waiting 3 ſince our preſent lot appears 
For happy, though bur ill; for ill, not worſt; 
If we procure not to ourſ-lves more wo? 

Thus Belia! with words cloth'd in reaſon's garb 
CounſePd ignoble caſe , and peac: ful ſloth, 
Not peace: and after him thus Mammon ſpake, 

Either to diſinthrone the King of heav'n 
Wie war, if war be beſt, or tor gain 
Our own right loſt: him to enthron we then 
May hope, when everlaſting Fate shall yicld 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge th: ſtrife : 
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The former vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter: for what place can be for us 
Within heav'n's bound, unleſs heav*n's Lord ſupreme 
We overpow'r? Suppoſe he chou:d r. lent, 
And publish grace to al, on promiſe made 
Of new ſubjection; with what cves could we 
stand in his preſence humble, and receive 
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Strict laws impos'd , to celebrate his thron: 
With warbled hymns, and to his godhead ſing 
Forc'd Halleluiah's; while he !ordly firs 

Our envy'd ſov'reign, and his altar breathes 
Ambtoſial odours and ambtoſial flowers, 

Our ſervile offerings; This muſt be our task 

In heav'n, this our delight; how Meariſom: 
Eternity ſo ſpent in worship paid 

To whom we hate! Let us not then purſuz , 

By force impoſſible, by leave ob:ain'd , 
Unacceptablo, though in heav'n, our ſtare 

Of splendid vaſſalage; but rath-r ſerk 

Our on good from ourſelves, and from our own 
Live to ourſelves, though in this vaſt receſs , 
Free, and to non? accountable , preferring 

Hard liberty before the caſy yoke 

Of ſervile pomp. Our greatneſs will appzar 

Then moſt conſpicuous, when great things of ſmall, 
_ Uſeful of hurtful, profpe*ros of adverſe 

We can create; an: in hat place foc'er 

Thrive under ev'il, aud work caſe our of pain, 
Through labour and endurance. This deep world 
Ot darkneſs do we dread 2? How oft amidſt 
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40 PARADISE LOST. 

Thick clouds and dark doth heav'n's all-ruling firs 

Chooſe to teſide, his glory unobſcur'd , 

Ard with the majeſty of darkneſs round 

Covers his throne z from whenc: deep rhunders roar 

Muſt'ring their rage, and heav'n reſembles hell? 

As he our darkneſs, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleaſe This deſert ſoil 

Wants not her hidden luſtre , gems and gold: 

Nor want we ski lor art, from whence to raiſe 

Magnif:ence ; and what can Heav'n show more? 

Out totments alſo may in length of time 

Become our elements; theſe piercing fires 

As ſoſt as now ſcyere , our temper chang'd 

Into th. ir temper , which muſt needs temove 

The ſenſible of pain. All things insite 

To pcac ful counſ-ls., and rh: ſettled ſtate 

Of order, how in ſafety beſt we may 

Compoſe our preſent evils , with r-gard 

Ot what we are 5 and where 4 diſmifling quite 

All thoughts of war. Ve have what 1 adviſe. | 
He ſcarce had finish'd , when ſuch murmur fill'd 

Th' aſſembly, as when hallo rocks retain 

The ſound of bluſt'ring winds, which all night long 

Had rous'd the ſca, now with hoarſe calence lull 

Sea-faring men o'crwatch'd , whoſe bark by chance, 

Or pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay 

After the tempeſt: ſuch applai.tc was heard 

As Mammon ended, and his ſcat: ncepleas'd , 

Adviſing peace ; for ſuch another held | 

They dreaded wolſe than hell: ſo much the fear * 
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Of thunder and the ſword of Michael 

Wrought ſtill within them; and no leſs defire 

To found this nethet empire, which might riſe , 
By po'icy , and long ptuceſs of time, 

In emulation oppoſite to heav'n. 

Which when Beelzcbub perceiv'd, than whom, 
Satan except, none higher ſar , with grave 

Aſpect he roſe, and in his 1ifing ſeem'd 

A pil'ar of ſtare; deep on his front ingtaven 
Deliberation ſar, and public care; 

And princely counſel in his face yer shonz 
Majeſtic though in ruin : ſage he ſtood 

With Atlantean shouldets fit to bear 

The weight of mightiz{t monarchies; his look 
Drew audience and attention ſtill as night, 

Or ſummer's noon-ti-ie air, while thus he ſpak2, 

Thrones and imperial Pow'ts, offspring of heav'n, 

Ethereal Virtues; or theſe titles now 

Muſt we renounce, and, changing ſtyle , be call'd 
Princes of hell» for ſo the popular vote 

Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 

A growing empire; doubtleſs, While we dream, 
And know not that the king of heav'n hath doom'd 
This place our dungeon; not our ſafe retteat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 

From heav'n's high juriſddiction, in new league 
Banded againſt his throne; bur to remain 
Ia ſtricteſt bondage, though thus far remoy'd , 
Under th' inevitable curb, reſerv'd 
His captiv multitude ; for he, be ſure , 
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In height or depth, ſtil! firſt and laſt will reign 
Sole king, and of his kingdom loſe no part 

By our revolt; bur over hell extend 

His empire, and with iron ſceprer rule 


Us here, as with his golden thoſe in heav'n. 

What (ir we then projecting peace and war? 

War hath determinr'd us, and foil'd with loſs 
Irreparable; terms of peace yet none 

Vouchſaf'd or ſought; for what peace will be gived 
To us inllay'd , but cuſtody ſevere, 

And ſtripes, and arbitrary punishment 

Inflicted? and hat peace can we return, 
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Bur, to our pow'r, hoſtility and hate, 

Untam'd reluctance, and revenge, though ſlow, 
Yet ever plort:iag how the conqu'ror leatt 

May crap his conqueſt, and may leaſt rejoice 
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In doing, what we molt in ſuff-ring feel? 

Nor will occaſion want, nor shall we need 
Wich dange'rous expedition to invade 

Heav'n , whoſe high walls fear no aſſault or ſiege, 
Or ambush from the d<cp. What, if we find 
some eaſier enterpriſe? There is a place, 

( If ancient and prophetic fame in heav'u 

Err not), another world, rhe happy ſear 

Of ſome new race call'd Man, about this time 
To be created like ro us, though leſs 

In pow'r and excellence, bur favour'd mors 
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Ot him who rules above; ſo was his will 
Pronounc'd among the gods, and by an oath , 
That shook heav'n's whole circumtcrence, confirm'd. 
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Thither let us bend all our thoughts , to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould 
Or ſubſtance, how endu'd , and what their pow'r , 
And where their weakneſs , how attempred beſt, 
Buy force or ſubtlety, Though heav'n be shut, 
And heav'n's high arbitrator fic ſecure 
In his own ſtrength, this place may lie expos'd , 
The utmoſt border of his kingdom, left 
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To their defence who hold it: here perhaps 
Some advantageous act may be archiey'd 
By ſudden onler , either with hell- fite 


1 


To waſte his whole creation; ot poſſeſs 
All as our own, and drive, as we were driven, ' 
The puny habitants; or if nor drive, 
Seduce them to our party, that their God 
May prove their foe , and with repenting hand 
Abolich his own works. This would ſurpaſs 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our confuſion, and our joy upraiſe 
In his diſturbance, when his darling ſons, 
Hurl'd head!ong ro partake with us, shall curſe : 
Their frail original, and faded bliſs, 
Faded ſo ſoon. Adviſe if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fir in darkneſs here 
Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilish counſe!, firſt devis'd 
By Satan , and in part propos'd : for whence , 
Bur from the author of all ill, could ſpring 
So deep a malice , to confound the race 


Of mankind in one root, and carth wich hell 
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44 PARADISE LOST, 

To mingle and involve, done all to ſpire 

The great Creator ? but their 'pire ſtill ſerves 

His glory to augment. The bold deſign 

Pleas'd highly thoſe inf. rnal ſtares, and joy 

Sparkled in all their eyes, with full aſſent 

They vote: wher-at his ſpeech he thus renews, 
Well have ye judg'd , well ended long debate; 

Synod of gods, and, like ro what ye are, 

Grcat things reſoly'd , which from the loweſt deep 

Will once more lift us up, in ſpire of fate, 

Nearer our ancient ſcat, perhaps in view 

Of thoſe bright confines , whence , with neighb'ring army 

And opportune excurſion , we may chance 

Re-enter heav'n; or elſe in ſome mild zone 

Dwell not unvilited of heav'ns fair light , 

Secure, and at the bright'ning orient beam 

Purge off this gloom ; the ſoft delicious air, 

To heal the ſcar of theſe corroſive fires , 

Shall breathe her balm, Bur firſt whom shall we ſend 

In ſearch of this new world ? whom shall we find 

Sufficient? who shall rempr with wand'ring feet 

The dark unbottom'd infinite abyſs, 

And through the palpable obſcure find our 

His uncouth way , or ſpread his airy flight 

Upborne with indefatigable wings 

Over the vaſt abrupt, ere he arrive 

The hapry ifle? What ſtrength, hat art can then 

Suffice, ot hat evaſion bear him ſafe 

Through the ſtrict ſenteries and ſtations thick 

Of Angels watching round? Here he had need 
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All citcumſpection, and we now no leſs 
Choice in our ſuitragez for on whom we ſ:nd, 
The weight of all and our laſt hope relies. 

This ſaid , he ſat, and exp ctation held 
His look ſuſpenſe , awaiting who appear'd 
To ſecond , or oppo'e, or undertake 
The per lous attempt: bus all far mute, 
pond ring the danger with deep thoughts; and each 
In other count'nance read his own diſnay, 
Aſtonch'd. None among the choice and prime 
Of thoſe heav'n- warring champion could be found 
So hardy, as to proffer, ot accept 
Alone the dreadful voyge  til' at laſt 
Satan, whom now tranſcendant glory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride, 
Conſcious of higheſt worth, unmovꝰ'd thus ſpake ; 
O rrogeny of h:av'n, empyreal Thrones, 
With reaſon hath deep ſilenc: and demur 
$ci:'d us, though undiſmay'd : long is the way 
And hard, that out of hell l ads up to light; 
Our priſon ſtrong; this huge convex of fire, 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 
Ninefold; and gates of burning a ſamant 
Bart'd over us, prohibir all egreſs. 
Theſe paſs'd, if any paſs, the void profound 
O! uneſſential night receives him next 


Wide gaping, and with utter loſs of being 
Threatens him, plung'd in that abor.ive gulf, 
If thence he ſcape into whutever world, 

Ot unknown region, what remains him lefy 
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Than unknown dangets, and as hard eſcape? 
Bur I should ill become this throne , O peers, 
And this imperial ſov'reignrty , adorn'd 
Wich ſplendor, arm'd with pow'r, if ought propes'd 
And judg'd of public moment, in the shap2 

Of difficulty or danger, could deter 

Me from attempting. Wherefore do' I aſſume 
Theſe royalties, and nor refuſe to reign , 

Refuſing to accept as great a share 

Of hazard as of honour, due alike 

To him who reigns, and ſo much to him due 

Of hazard more, as he above the reſt 

High ho: our'd firs? Go therefore, mighty pow'ts, 
Terror of heav'n , though fall'n; inten4 at home, 
While here shall be our heme , hat beſt may caſe 
The preſent miſ-ry , andt: nder hell 
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More tolerable; if there be cure or charm, 
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To reſpite, or d:ccive, ot (lack the pain, 
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Of this ill man ion; intermit no watch 
Againſt a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all th: coalts of dark deſtruction (ek 
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Deliv'rance for us all: this enterpriſe 

None shall partake with me. Thus ſaying roſe 
The monarch, and prevented all reply; 

Prud int, leſt, from his reſolution rais'd , 
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Others among the chizis might offer now 

(certain to be refus'd ) what erſt they fear'd; 
And ſo refus'd, might in opinion ſtan 

His rials; winning cheap the high repute, 

Which he through hazard huge mult eatn. Bur they 
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Dreaded not more th' adventure, than his voice 
Forbidding; and at once wich him they roſe: 
Their riſing all at once was as the ſound 
Of thunder heard remote. Tow'ards him they bend 
Wich awful reverence prone; and as a god 
Extol him equal to the Hig'heſt in heav'n : 
Nor fail'd they to expreſs how much they prais'd , 
That for the general ſafety he deſpis'd 
His own : for neither do the ſpirits daran'd 
Loſe all their virtue; leſt bad men should boaſt 
Their ſpecious deeds on earth, which glory' excites, 
Or cloſe ambition varnish'd o'er with zeal. 

uus they their doubtful conſultations dark 
En led, rejoicing in theit matchleſs chief: 


As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 


Ascending, while che north-wind ſleeps, o erſpread 
Heay'n's chearful face, the louring element 

Scow!s o'er the darken'd land kip ſnow, or shower; 
It chance the radiant ſun with far-wel ſweet 

Extend his evening-beam , the fields revive, 

Th: birds their notes renew, an blearing herds 
Artoſt their joy, that hill and valley tings. 

O shamè ro men! devil with devil damn'd 

Firm concord holds, men only diſagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Ot heav'nly grace: and Cod proclaiming peace, 
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and ſttife, 

Among themſclyes, and levy cruel wars, 
Waſting the earth, each other to deſtroy ; 

A; it (which might induce us to accord) 
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Man had not heilish foes enow beſides , 

That, day and night, for his deſtruction wait. 
The Stygian council thus diſſolv'd; and forth 

In order came the grand infernal peers ; 

Midſt cam- their mighty paramount, and ſeem'd 

Alone th” antagoniſt of heav'n , nor leſs 


Than h-l!'s dread emperor , with pomp ſupreme , 


And god- like imitated ſtare 3 him round 

A globe of fiery Seraphim in-los'd , 

Wich bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of th it ſeſſion ended they bid cry 

Vich trumpets regal ſound the great reſults 
Tow'ards the four winds four ſpeedy Cherubim 
put to their mouths the ſounling alchemy , 

By h-rald's voice explain'd ; the hollow” abyſs 
Heard far and wide, and all the hoſt of hell 

With deaf ning shout return'd them loud acclaim. 


Thence more: at eaſe their minds, and ſomewhat ral d 


By falſe preſumptuous hope, the ranged pow'rs 

Di:band ; and wand'ring, each his ſeveral way 

Purſues , as inc'ination or ſad choice 

Leads him perplex*.| , where he may likelieſt find 

Truce to his reſtleſs thoughts, and entertain 

The irkſomꝭ hours till his great chief return, 

Parr on the plain, or in the ait ſublime, 

Upon the wing, or in ſwift race contend, 

As at th'Olympian games or Pythian fields 

Part curb their fiery ſteeds, or shun the goal 

With rapid wh-e!s, or fronted br.ga4.-s form. 

As hen, to vatn proud cities, war appears 
Wag'd 
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Wag'd in the troubled sky, and armies rush 
To battel in the clouds, before each van 
Prick forth the airy knights, and couch their ſpears 
Till thickeſt legions cloſe; with feats of arms 
From either end of heav'n the welkin burns. 
Others , with vaſt Typhcean rage more fell, 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind ; hell ſcarce holds the wild uproar. 
As when Alcides, from Oechalia crown'd 
Vich conqueſt, felt th* invenom'd robe, and tote 
Through pain up by the roots Theſſalian pines ; 
And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw 
Into th* Euboic ſea. Others more mild, 
Retrearcd in a ſilent valley, ting 
Wich notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and hapleſs fall 
By doom of battel, and complain that fate 
tree virtue should inthrall to force or chance. 
Their ſong was partial; but the harmony 
( What could it leſs when ſpi'rirs immortal ſing > ) 
Suſpended hell, and took with ravishment 
The thronging audience. In diſcourſe more ſweet, 
For eloquence the ſoul, ſong charms the ſenſe, ) 
Others apart ſar on a hill rerir'd , 
In thoughts more elevate, and reaſon'd high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate 
Fixr fate, free will, f>reknowledge abſolute; 
And found no end, in wand'ring mazes loſt, 
Of good and evil much they argu'd then , 
Of happineſs and final miſery , 
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Fo PARADISE LOST. 
Paiion and apathy, and glory” and shame; 
Vain wiſdom all, and falſe philoſophy : 

Vet, with a plcaling ſorcery , could charm 
Pain for a while, or anguish , and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdure4 breaſt 
With ſtubborn patience, as with rriple ſteel. 
Another patt, in ſquadrons and groſs bands, 
On bold adventute to diſcover wide 

That diſmal world , if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eaſier habitation , bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the baaks 
Of four inf-rnal rivers, that diſ,orge 

Into the burning lake their haleful {tream: ; 
Abhorrcd Styx, the flood of deadly hate; 

Sad Achcron , of ſorrow , black and deep; 
Cocyrus , nam'd of lamentation loud 

Lcard on the ructul ſtream; herce Phlegerhon , 
Whoſe waves of cotrent fire inflame with rages 
Far off flom theſe, a flow and ſilent ſtream , 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls 

Her watry labyrinth; whereof who drialks, 
Forthwith his former ſtare and be'ing forgets, 
Forgets both joy and grief, j leaſure and j ain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ſtorms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail , which on firin land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin ſeems 
Of anci:nr pile; all elle deep ſnow and ice; 

A gulf profound , as that Setbonian bog 

E. twixt Damiata and mount Caltus old, 
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Where armies whole have ſunk: the parching air 
Burns frote, and cold performs th' effect of fite. 
Thither by harpy-foored furies hal'd , 
At certain revolutions , all the damn'd 
Are brought, and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce exttemes, extremes by change more fierce; 
From beds of raging fite to ſtarve in ice 
Their ſoft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
ſmmoveable, infix'd, and frozen round, 
periods of time; thence hurried back to fire. 
They ferry over this Lethean ſound 
Both to and ſro, their ſorrow to augment , 
And wish and ſtruggle, as they paſs, to reach 
The tempting ſtr:am , with one ſmall drop to loſe 
In ſweet forg tfulncſs all pain and wor, 
All in one moment, and ſo near the btink: 
But fate withſtands, and to oppoſe th' attempt 
Meduſa with Gorgonian terror guards 
The ford, and of itſelf the water flies 
All taſte of living wighr, as once it fled 
The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 
In confus'd march forlorn, th' adyent'rous bands 
With shudd” ring horror pale, and eyes aghaſt, 
View'd firſt their lamentable lot, and found 
No reſt : through many a dark and dreary vale 
They paſs'd, and many a region dolorous , 
Oer maay a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 
Rocks, caves, lakes, F-ns, bogs, dens, and shades of death, 
A univerſe of death; which God by curſe 
created ey*il , for eyil only good, 
C ij 


12 PARADISE LOST. 

V here all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds; 
Pervetſe, all monſtrous , all prodigious things, 
Abominable , inutterable, and wotſe 

Than fables yer have feign'd , or fear conceiv'd, 
Gorgons , and hydras , and chimeras dite. 

Mcan while the adverſary of God and man, 
Satan , with thoughts inflam'd of high'e!t deſign, 
Puts on ſwift wings, and row'ards the gates ot hell 
Explores his ſolitary flight: ſometimes 
He ſcouts the right hand coaſt, ſometimes the left; 
Now shaves with level wing the deep , then ſoars 
Up to the nery concave tow ting high, 

As when far off at ſea a fleet deſcry'd , 

Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds - 

Cloſe failing from Bengala, or the itles 
Of Ternare and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their ſpicy drugs ; they on the trading flood 
Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply , ſtemming nightly row'ards the pole: ſo ſeem'(] 
Far off the flying fiend. Ar laſt appear 

Hell-bouuds , high reaching to the horrid roof, 
And thrice threefold che gates; three folds were braſs, 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock | 
Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, 

Vet unconſum' d. Before the gates there (at 

On eicher {ide à formidable shape; 

The one ſeem'd woman to the waiſt, and fair; 
But ended foul in many a ſcaly fold 
Voluminous and vaſt; a ſerpent arm'd 

With mortal ſting: about her middle round 
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A ery of hell-hounds nevet ceaſing bark'd 


Wich wide Cetberean mouths full loud, and rung 

A hideous peal ; yet, when they liſt, woull crezp, 
It ought diſturb'd their noiſe, into her womb , 

And kennel there; yet there ſtill bark'd and hose; 
Wirhin unſeen. Far leſs abhorr'd than theſe 


Vex'd Scylla, bathivg in rhe ſea that parts 
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Calabria from the hoarſe Trinacrian shore 
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Nor uglier follow the night hag , when cail'& | 
In ſecrer, riding through the air she comes, 


Lur'd with the nell of infant blood, to ance 


Wi:h Lapland witches, while the lab ring moon ö 
Eclipſes at their charms. The other shape, i 


If shape it might be call'd that shape had none 
Diſtinguishable in member, joint, or limb; 

Or ſubſtance might be call'd that shadow ſeem'd, 
For each ſeem'd either; black it ſtood as night, 
Fierce as ten futies, tertible as hell, 

And shook a dreadful dart; what ſeem'd his head, 
The likeneſs of a kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his ſear 

The monſter moving , onward came as faſt 

With horrid ſtrides; hell trembled as he ſtrode. 

| Th' undaunted hend whar this might be admir'd ; 
' Admir'd, not fear'd ; God and his ſon except, - 
Created things nought valu'd he, nor shunn'd; 
And with diſdainful look thus firſt began. 

| Whence and what art thou, execrable shape, 
That dar'ſt, though grim and terrible, advance 

| Thy miſcreated front athwart my way 
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$4 PARADISE LOST. 

To yonder gates? through them I mean to paſs, 

That be aſſur'd, without leave ask'd of thee : 

Retire , or taſte thy folly , and learn by proof, 

Hell-born, not to contend with ſpi'rits of heav'n. 
To whom the goblin full of wrath reply'd : 

Art thou chat traitor-angel , att thou he, 

Who firſt broke peace in heav'n, and faith, till theu 

Unbroken; and in proud reb-llious arms 

Drew after him the third part of heav'n's ſons, 

Conjur'd againſt the High'elt; for which both thou 

An they, out caſt from God, are here condemn'd 


To waſte eternal days in woe and pain ? 

And reckon'gſt thor thyfelf with ſpi'tits of heav'n, 

Hell-doom'd, and breath'ſt defiance here and ſcorn, 

Ware I reign king ; and, ro emage thee more , 

Thy king and loid ? Back to thy punichment , 

Faiſe fugitive, and to thy ſpeed add wings z 

Leſt with a whip of ſcorpions I purſue 

Thy ling'ring , or with one ſtroke of this dart 

Strange horror ſeize rhee?, and pangs unfelt before. 
So ſpake the griſly terror , and in shape, 

So ſpeaking and ſo threar*ning , grew tenfold 

More dreadful and deform. On th' other (ide 

Incens'd with indignation Satan ſtood 

Unrterrify'd ; and like a comet burn'd , 

Thar fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 

In th' arctic sxy, and from his horrid hair 

Shakes peſtilence and war. Each at the head 

Levell'd his deadly aim; their fatal hands | 

No ſecond ſtroke intend ; aud ſuch a frown | 
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ach caſt ar th' other , as when two black clouds, 
With heav'n's artillery fraught, come rartling on 
Over the Caſpian , then ſtand front to front, 


Hov'ring a ſpace , till winds the ſignal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air : 


So frown'd the mighty combarants , that hell 
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Grew darker at their frown ; ſo match'd they ſtood 5 


For never but once more was either like 
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To meet ſo great a foe : and now great deeds 
Had been atchiev'd, whereof all hell had rung, 
Had not the ſnaky ſorceteſs that ſar 

Faſt by hell⸗gite, and kept the fatal key, 
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Ris' n, and with hideous ourcry rush'd between. 
O father, what inrends thy hand, she cry'd , 
Againſt thy only ſon? What fury', O ſon > 
poſſeſſes thee, to bend that mortal datt 
Againſt thy father's head? and know'ſt for whom? 
For him who firs above, and laughs the while 
At thee, ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
Whare'er his wrath , which he calls juſtice, bids; 
His wrath , which one day will deſtroy ye borh. 
She ſpake, and ar her words tae hellish peſt 
Forbore then theſe to her ſaran rerurn'd. 
So ſtrange thy outcry , and thy words ſo ſtrange 
Thou interpoſeſt, that my ſudden hand 
Prevented , ſpares to tell thee yer by deeds 
| What it intends ; till firſt I know of thee , 
What thing thou art, thus double-form'd ; and why, 
In this infernal yale firſt met, thou call'ſt 
Me father, and that phantaſm call'ſt my ſon ; 
| : Tir 4 
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I know thee not, nor ever ſa till now 
Sight more deteſtable than him and thee. 

T' whom thus the portreſs of hell-gate reply'd. 
Haſt thou forgot me then, and do I ſeem 
Now in thine eye ſo foul? once deem'd ſo fair 
In heav'n , when at tht aſſembly , and in ſight 
Ot all the Seraphim with thee combin'd 
In bold conſpiracy againſt heav'n's king , 
All on a ſudden miſerable pain 
Surpriz'd thee , dim thine eyes, and dizzy ſwum 
In darkneſs, while thy head flames thick and faſt 
Threw forth; till on the left fide op'ning wile , 
| Likeſt to thee in shape and count'nance bright, 
Then shining heav'nly fair, a goddeſs arm'd , 
Out of thy head I ſprung ; amazement ſeiz'd 
All th' hoſt of heav'n ; back they recoil'd , afraid 
At firſt, and call'd me Sin, and for a ſign 
Portentous held me; but familiar grown , 
I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won 
The molt averſe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyſelf in me thy perfect image viewing, 
Becam'ſt enamour'd , and ſuch joy thou rook'ſt 
Wich me in ſecret, that my womb conceiy'd 
A growing burden. Mean while war aroſe , 
And fields were fought in heay'n , wherein remain'd 
(For what could elſe?) to our almighty foe 
Clear victory; to our part loſs and rout, 
Through all the empyrean : down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of heav'n, dowa 
Into this deep; and in his genctal fall | 
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I alſo; at which time this pow'rtul key 

Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 
Theſe gates for ever shut, which none can paſs 
Without my ope'ning. Penſive here I fat 

Alone; bur long I ſat nor, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now exceſſive grown , 
Prodigious motion felt, and ructul thro:s. 

Ar laſt this odious offspring whom thou ſeeſt, 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore through my entrails, that with feat and pain 
Diſtorted , all my nether shape thus grew 
Transform'd : bur he my inbred enemy 

Forth ifTu'd , brandishing his fatal datt 

Made to deſtroy: I fled, and cry'd out, Death; 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and ſigh'd 
From all her caves, and back reſounded, Death. 
I fled z but he purſu'd, (though more, ir ſeems, 
Inflam'd with luſt than rage, ) and ſwifter far, 
Me overtook his mother, all diſmay'd, 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingend'ring with me, of that tape begot 

Theſe yelling monſters, that with ceaſeleſs cry 
Surround me, as thou ſaw'ſt, hourly conceiv'd 
And hourly born, with ſorrow infinite 

To me, tor when they liſt, into the womb 

That bred them, they rerurn , and howl, and gnaw 
My bowels, their repaſt; then buriting forth 
Afrech with conſcious terrors vex me round , 
Thar reſt or intermiſſion none I find. 

Before mine eyes in oppoſition firs 
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FB PARADISE LOST. 
Grim Death, my ſon and foe; who ſets them on, 
And me his parent would full ſoon devour 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involv'd; and knows that 1 
Should prove a bitter morſel, and his bane, 
Whenever that shall be; ſo Fare pronounc'd. 
But thou, O father, I forewarn thee, shun 

His deadly arrow; neither vaiuly hope 

To be invulnerable in thoſe bright arms, 
Though remper'd heav'nly ; for that mortal dint, 
Save he who reigns above, none can reſiſt. 

She finish'd; and the ſubtle fiend his lore 

Soon lear'nd , now milder, and thus anſwer'd ſmooth; 
Dear daughter, ſince thou claim'ſt me for thy lire, 
And my fair ſon here show'ſt me, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in heav'n, and joys 
Then ſweet, now ſad to mention, through dire change 
Befall'n us, untoreſeen , unthoughr of, know 
I come no enemy, bur to ſer free 
From our this dark and diſmal houſe of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly hoſt 
Of ſpi'rits, that, in our juſt prerences arm'd , 

Fell with us fiom on high; from them I go 
This uncouth errand ſole, and one for all 
Myſelf expoſe, with lonely ſteps to tread 
Th unfounded dcep , and through the void immenſe 
To featch with wand'ting queſt a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring ſigns, ere now 
Created , vaſt and round; a place of bliſs 
In the putlieus of hæav'n, and there in plac'd 
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A race of upſtart creatures, to ſupply 
Perhaps our vacant room; though more remoy'd , 
Leſt heav'n ſurcharg'd with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or ought 
Than this more ſecret, now deſign'd, I haſt 
To know; and this once known , shall ſoon return, 
And bring ye to the place where thou and Death 
Sha l dwell at eaſe, and up and down unſeen 
Wing ſilently the buxom ait, imbalm'd 
With odours; there ye shall be fed and fill'd 
Immeaſurably, all things shall be your prey. 
He ceas'd , for both ſeem'd highly pleas'd, and Dcatlr 
Grinn'd horrible a ghaſtly ſmile, to hear 
His famine should be fill'd; and bleſs'd his maw 
Deſtin'd ro that good hour; no leſs rejoic'd 
His mother bad, and thus beſpake her fire. 
The key of this infernal pir by due, 
And by command of heav'n's all- pow'rful king , 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Theſe adamantine gates; againſt all force 
Death ready ſtands to interpoſe his dart, 
Fearleſs ro be o'ermarch'd by living might. 
But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruſt me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To ſir in hateful office here confin'd + 
Inhabitant of heav'n, and heav'nly born, 
Here in perpetual agony and pain, 
Wich rerrors and with clamours compaſs d round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed 2 
C * 
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Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 

My being gav'ſt me; whom should I obey 

Bur thee ? whom follow? thou wilt bring me ſoon 

To that new world of light and bliſs, among 

The gods who live at caſe , where I shall reign 

Ar thy right hand volupruous, as beſcems 

Thy daughter and thy darling , withour end. 
Thus ſaying, from her ſide the fatal key, 

Sad inſtrument of all our woe, she took, 

And rowards the gate rolling her beſtial train, 

Forthwith the huge portcullis high up drew; 

Which but herſelf , not all the Stypian pow'rs 

Could once have moy'd ; then in the key-hole turn? 

Tit? intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 

Of maſſy ir'on or ſolid rock with caſe 

Unfaſtens : on a ſudden open fly, 

With impetuous recoil and jarring ſound , 

Th' infernal doors, and on theit hinges grate 

Harsh thunder, that the loweſt bottom shook 

Of Erebus. She open'd, but to shut 

Excell'd her pow'r ; the gates wide open ſtood , 

That with extended wings a banner'd hoſt, 

Under ſpread enfigns marching , might paſs through 

With horſe and chariors rank'd in looſe array; 

So wide they ſtood , and like a furnace mouth 

Caſt forth redounding ſmoke and ruddy flame. 

Before their eyes in ſudden view appear 

The ſecrets of the hoary deep; a dark 

Illimitable ocean, without bound, 


Without dimenſion, where length, breadth, and hcight, 
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And time, and place are loſt ; where eldeſt Night 
And Chaos, anceſtors of Nature, hold 
Eternal anarchy , amidſt th: noife 


' 

: 

; 

Of endleſs wars, and by confution ſtand. ! 
| 
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For hot, cold, moiſt, and diy, four champions fierce , 
Strive here for maſt' ty, and to barrel bring 

Their embryon atoms; they around the flag 

Of each his faction, in their ſeveral clans , 

Light arm'd or heavy, «harp , ſmoorh , ſwifr or flow, | 
Swarm populous , unnumber'd as the ſands 1 
Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid ſoil, p 
Levicd to fide with warring winds, and poiſe 
Their lighter wings. To whom theſe: molt adhere , 
He rules a moment: Chaos umpire (irs, 

And by decition more embroils the tray, 

By which he reigns : next him high arbirer 
Chance governs all. Into this wild abyſs, 

The womb of nature, and perhaps her grave, 
Of neither ſea, nor shote, nor air, nor fite, 
But all theſe in their pregnant cauſes mix'd F 
Contus'dly , and which thus mult ever fight, 4 
Unleſs th' almighty Maker them ordain 

His dark marerials to create more worlds ; 
Into this wild abyſs the wary fiend 
Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd a while , 
Pond'ring his voyage; for no narrow frith 

He had to cro{(s. Nor was his car leſs peal'd 
With noiſes loud and ruinous, (to compare 
Great things with ſmall ) , than when Bellona ſtorms , 
2 With all her batt'ting engines bent to raſe 
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Some capital city; or leſs than if this frame 

Of heav'n were falling, and theſe elements 

In mutiny had from her axle rorn 

The ſteadfaſt earth. Ar laſt his ſail-broad vans 

He ſpreads for flight, and in the ſurging ſmoke 
Uplifred ſpurns the ground; thence many a league, 
As in a cloudy chair, aſcending rides 
Audacious; but that ſear ſoon failing, meets 

A vaſt vacuity : all unawares 

Flutt' ting his pennons vain, plumb down he drops 
Ten thouſand fathom deep; and to this hour 
Down had been falling , had nor by ill chance 
The {trong rebuff of ſo ne tumultuous cloud, 
Inſtin& with fire and nitte, hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury ſtay'd, 

Quench'4d in a boggy Syrtis, neither ſea , 

Nor good dry land: nigh founder'd on he fares , 
Treading the crude conſiſtence, half on foot, 
Half fly'ing; behoves him now both oar and fail, 
As when a gryphon , through the wilderneſs 
With winged courſe , o'er hill or moory dale, 
Purſuecs the Arimaſpian , who by ſtealth 

Had from his wakeful cuſtody purloin'd 

The guarded gold: ſo eag-rly the fiend 

O' er bog, or ſteep, through ſtrait, rough, denſe,or rare, 
Wich head, hands, wings, or feet, purſues his way; 
And wims, or ſinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 
At length a univerſal hubbub wild 

Of ſtunning ſounds, and voices all confus'd , 
Borne through the hollow dark , aſſaults his ear, 
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With louleſt vehemence : thithet he plies, 
Undaunted to meet there whatever pow'r 

Or ſyirit of the nethetmoſt aby!s 
Might in that noiſe teſide, of whom to ax 
Which way the neareſt coaſt of darkneſs lies 


Bo:.'ring on light; when ſtrait behold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavillion ſpread 

Wide on the waſteful deep; with him enthron' 
Sat ſable-veſted Night, eldeſt of things, 

The conſort of his reign ; and by them ſtood 


Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name | 
Of Demogorgon; Rumor next, and Chance 
And rumult, and Confuſion all embroil'd , 
And Diſcord with a thouſand various mouths. 
T' whom Saran turning boldly, thus. Ye pow'rs 

And ſpirits of this nethermoſt abyſs, 
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no ſpy 
With purpoſe to explore or to diſturb 

The ſecrets of your realm; but by conſtraint 
Wand'ring this darkſome deſert, as my way 
Lies through your ſpacious empire up to light, 
Aloue and without guide, half loſt, I ſeek 
What readieſt path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Conhae with heav'n; or if ſome other place, 
From your dominion won, th' ethereal king 
Poſſeſſes lately, thicher to arrive 
travel this profound; direct my courſe : 
Directed, no mean recompenſe it brings 
To your behoof; if I that region loſt, 
All uſurpation thence expell'd , reduce 
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74 PARADISE LOST: 
To her original darkneſs, and your ſway, 
(Which is my preſent journey), and once moro 
Erect rhe ſtandard there of ancient Night; 
Yours be th' advantage all, mine the revenge. 
Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch old, 
Wich falt' ring ſpeech and viſage incompos'd , 
Anſwer'd. I know thee, ſtranger , who thou art, 
Thar mighty leading angel, who of late 
Made head againſt heav*n's king, though overthrown, 
I ſaw, and heard; for ſuch a numerous hoſt - 
Fled not in ſilence through the frighted deep, 
With tuin upon ruin, rout on rout , 
Confuſion worſe confounded ; and heav'ne-gates 
Pour'd out by millions het victorious bands 
Purſuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep reſidence; if all I can will ſerve 
Thar little which is left ſo to defend, 
Encroach'd on ſtill through your inteſtine broils 
Weak'ning the ſcepter of old Night: firſt hell, 
Your dungeon, ſtretching far and wide beneath; 
Now lately heav'n and earth, another world, 
Hung o' er my realm, link'd in a golden chain, 
To that ſide heav'n from whence your legions fell: 
If that way be your walk, you have not far: 
So much the nearer danger; go, and ſpeed ; 
Havock,, and ſpoil, and ruin ate my gain. 
He ceas'd ; and Satan ſtay'd not to reply, 
Bur glad that now his ſea should find a shore, 
Wirth tresh alactity, and force renew'd , 
Springs upward , like a pyramid of fire, 
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Tnto the wild expanſe ; and through rhe shock 
Of fighting elements on all ſides round 
Environ'd, wins his way; harder beſet 
And more indanger'd, than when Argo paſs'd 
Through Boſphorus , betwixt the jultling rocks: 
Or when Ulyiles on the larbord shunn'd 
Charybdis , and by th' other whirlpool ſteer'd. 
So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov *'d on: with difficulty and labout he; 
Bur he once paſs'd, ſoon after when man fell, 
Strange alteration! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, ſuch was the will of heav'n, 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyſe, whoſe boiling gulf 
Tamely endur'd a bridge of wondrous length, 
From hell continu'd , reaching th' utmoſt orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the ſpi'rirs peryerſe 
Wich eaſy inrarcourſe pa!s to and fro, 
To tempt or punish morrals, except whom 
Cod and good Angels guard by ſpecial grace. 
Bur now at laſt the ſacred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of heay's 
Shoots far into the boſom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn : here Nature firſt begins 
Her fartheſt verge, and Chaos to retire, 
As from her ourmoſt works a broken foe, 
With tumult leſs, and with leſs hoſtile din, 
That Satan with leſs toil, and now with eaſe, 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light, 
And like a weather- beaten yellcl holds 
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66 PARADISE LOST, 
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle rorn 3 
Or in the einptier waſte, reſembling air, 
W-ighs his ſpread wings, at leiſure to behold 
Far of th' empyteal h:av'n, extended wide 
In circuit, under-rmin'd ſquare or round, 
Wich opal row'rs , and bartlements adorn'd 
Of living ſaphir , once his native ſear; 

And faſt by , hanging in a golden chain, 
This pendent world, in bigneſs as a ſtar 

Ot (malleſt mag nitude, cloſe by the moon. 


Thither full fraught with miſchievous revenge, 


Accurs'd, and in a curſed hour he hies. 


The end of the ſecond back, 


-, a «a . Pr 


THE ARGUMENT 


or BOOkEk III. 


God ſitting on his throne ſees Satan flying 
towards this world, then newly created; shews 
him to the Son Who lat at his righ- hand; 
foretells the ſucceſs of Satan in perverting 
mankiad ; clears his owa juſti-e and wiſdom 
from all imputation, having rated man tree, 
and able enough to have Wi liſtood his temp- 
ter; yet declares his purpoſe of grace towards 
him, in regard he fell not of his own malice, 


as did Satan, but by him ſeduced. Thi: Son of 


God renders praiſes to his Father for the ma- 
mfeſtation of his gra:ious purpoſe towards 
Man: but God agiun declares , that grace 
cannot be extende l towards Man wicho'1c the 
ſatisfaction of divine juſtice. Man hath oſten- 
ded the majeſty of God by aſpiring to God- 
head ; and therefore, with all his progeny , 
devoted to death, mult die, unleſs ſome one 
can be found {uftcient ro anſwer for his of- 
fence, and undergo his punishment. The Son 
of God freely offers himſelf a ranſom for Man: 
the Father accepts him, ordains his incarna- 
tion, pronounces his exaltation above all 
names in heaven and carth ; commands all 
the Angels to adore him: they obey ; and 
hymning to their harps in full quire, celebrate 
the Father and the Son. Mean while Satan 
alighrs upon rhe bare convex of this world's 
ourermoſt orb; where wandering he firſt 
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finds a place, ſince called the Limbo of Va- 
nity : what perſons and things fly up ch. cher; 
thence comes to the gate of heav en, acl rilyd 
aſcending by ſtairs, aud che waters above th e 
firmamenr that flow about it: hi- pail ge 
thence to the orb of che ſun; he finds thate 
Uriel, the regent of that orb, but firſt chai ves 
himſelf into the shape of 2 meaner An gel; 
and prerending a zcalous deſire to behoid the 
nev/ creation, and Man, whom God ha: Pla- 
ced here, inquires of him the place of lus 


r and is directed: alig hts firſt on 
mount Nirhates. 


PARADISE LOST.- 


BOOK III 


H A1TL, holy light, offspring of heav'n firſt-born , 


Or of ti Eternal cozrernal beam! 

May 1 expreſs thee? unblam'd? Since God is light; 
And never bur in unapfroached light 

Dwelt from eternity; dwelt then in tliee, 

Bright effluence of bright eſſence increate. 

Or hear'ſt thou rather pure ethereal ſtræam, 
Whole fountain who shall tell? Betore the ſun, 
Before the heav'ns thou wert, an lat the voice 
Of God, as with a mantle didit inveſt 

The riling world of waters dark and deep, 

Won from the void and formlaſs infinite. 

Thee I reviſit now with bolder wing, 

Eſcap'd the Stygian pool, though long derain'd 
In that obſcure ſojourn; while in my flight 


Through utter and through middle darkneſs borne , 


With other notes than to th' Orphean lyte, 

I ing of Chaos and eternal Night; 

Taught by the hrav'nly Muſe to venture down 
The dark deſcent „and up to realcend , 
Though hard and rare} Thee I reviſit ſafe , 
And feel thy ſov'reign vital lamp; but thou 
Reviſit'ſt not theſe eyes, that roll in vain 

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop ſerene hath quench'd their gibs , 
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70 PARADISE LOST, 

Or dim ſuffuſion veil'd. Vet not the more 
Ceaſe I ro wander, where the Muſes haunt 
Clear ſpring , or shady grove, or ſunny hill, 
Smir with the love of ſacred long; but chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 
That wash thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I viſit: nor ſometimes forget 

Thoſe other two equal'd with me in fate, 

So were I equal d with them in renown , 

Blind Thamyris, and blind Mzonides ; 

And Tireſias, and Phineus , prophets old: 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers; as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling , and in shadieſt covert hid 
Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year 
Seaſons return, but not to me returns 

Day, or the ſweet approach of ev'n or morn, 
Or ſight of vernal bloom, or ſummer's roſe , 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine; 
Bur cloud inſtead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men 
Curt off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Preſented with an univerſal blank 

Of nature's works, to me expung'd and ras'd , 
And wiſdom at one entrance quite shut out. 
So much the rather thou, celeſtial light, 
Shine inward , and the mind through all her pont: 
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all miſt from thence 
Purge and diſperſe , that I may fee and tell 

Of things inviſible ro mortal light, 
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Now had th' almighty Father from above, 
From the pure empyrean wherc he firs 
High rhron'd above all height, bent down his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view; 
About him all the ſanctities of heav'n 
Stood thick as ſtars, and from his ſight receiy'd 
Bearitude paſt utrerance; on his right 
The radiant image of his glory ſat, 

His only Son. On earth he firſt beheld 

Our two firſt parents, yet the only two 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'd, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Unincerrupred joy, unrival'd love, 

In bliſsful ſolicude. He then ſurvey'd 

Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 
Coaſting rhe wall of heav'n on this ſide night, 
In the dun ait ſublime; and ready now 

To ſtoop with wearied wings and willing feet 
vn the bare outſide of this world, that ſeem'd 
firm land imboſom'd , without firmament; 
Cncerrain which, in ocean or in air, 

Him God beholding from his proſpe& high, 
Whercin paſt, preſent, futute, he beholds , 
Thus to his only Son foreſeeing ſpake. 

Only begotten Son, ſeeſt thou what rage 
Tranſpotts our adverſary ? whom no bounds 
teſcrib d, no bars of hell, nor all theychains 
leap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyſs 
Vide interrupt, can hold; ſo bent he ſeems 
Dn deſperate revenge, that shall r:dound 
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72 PARADISE LOST. 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reſtraint broke looſe, he wings his way 


Not far oft heav'n, in the precincts of light, 


Direct'y tow'ards the new-creared world, 

And man there plac'd , with purpoſe to aſſay 

If him by force he can deſtroy, or worſe, 

By ſome falſe guile pervert ; and shall pervert ; 
For man will heark:n to his glozing lies , 

And cafily tranſgteſs the ſole command, 

Sole pledge of his obedience ; ſo will fall, 

He, and his faithleſs progeny. Whole fault? 
Whoſe , but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 

All he could have; I made him juſt and right, 

Su fficient to have ſtood , though free to fall. 

Such I created all th' ethereal pow'rs 

And (pi'rits, both them who ſtood, and them who tai! \{ ; 
Freely they ſtood who ſtood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, hat proof could they have giv'n ſincere 
Of true allegiance, conſtant faith or love, 

Where only what they needs muſt do, appear'd, 
Not what they would? what praiſe could they reccive ? 
What pleaſure I from ſuch obedience paid, 
When will and reaſon ( reaſon alſo' is choice) 
Uſeleſs and vain , of freedom both deſpoil'd, 
Made pallive both, and ſerv'd neceſſity, 

Nor me? They therefore, as to right belong'd , 
So were created, nor can juſtly” accuſe 

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate, 

As if predeſtination over-rul'd 


Their will, diſpos'd by abſolute decree 
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Or high foreknowledge, They themſelves decre:d 
Their own revolt, not I; if 1 for-knew, 


Foreknowledge had no influenc? on their far, 

Wich had no leſs prov'd certain, unfore known. 

So without leaſt impulte or hadow' of fate, 

Or ought by me immurably foreſcen, 

They treſpaſs , authors to themſelves in all, 

Both what they judge, and whar they chooſe ; for ſo 

I ſorm'd them free; and free they mult remain, 

Till they inthrall themſelves ; I elſe muſt change 

Their nature, and revoke the high decree 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain'd 

Their freedom; they themſelves ordain'd their fall. 

The firſt ſort by their own ſuggeſtion fell, 

Self-rempred , ſelf-deprav'd. Man falls, deceiv'd 

By il) other firſt; man therefore shall find grace, 

The other none; in mercy? and juſtice both, 

Through heav'n and earth, ſo shall my glory' excel; 

Bur mercy , firſt and laſt, shall brighteſt shine. 
Thus while:God ſpake, ambroſial fragrance fill'd 

All heav'n , and in the bleſſed ſpi'rits elect 

Senſe of new joy ineffable diffus'd. 

Beyond co npar? the Son of God was ſeen 

Moſt glorious; in him all his Father shons 

Subſtantially expreſs'd; and in his face 

Divine compailion vinbly appear d, 


Love without cent, and withour meaſure grace; 


Which uttering, thus he to his Father {palce, 
O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 
Thy ſoy'reign ſentence , that man should find grace ! 
D 
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74 PARADISE LOST. 
For which both heav'n and earth shall high exto! 
Thy praiſcs , with th' innumerable found 


Ot hymns and ſacred ſongs , wherewith thy throne 


Incompaſs'd shall reſound thee ever blels'd. 
Fot should man finally be loſt, should man, 
Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngelt ſon, 
Fall circumvenr:d thus by fraud, though ;oin'd 
With his own folly 2 that be from thee fat, 
Thar far be from thee , Father , who arr judge 
Of all things made, and judgeit only right. 
Or shall the adverſary thus obtain 
His end, and fruſtrate thine ? shall he fulfil. 
His malice, and thy goodneſs bring to nought g 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom, 
Vet with revenge accomplish'd , and to hell 
Draw after him rhe whole race of mankind , 
By him corrupted! or wilt thou thyſelf 
Abolish thy creation, and unmak?2 
For him, what for thy glory thou haſt made? 
So should thy goodneſs and thy great neſs both 
Be queſtion'd and blaſphem'd without defence? 
To whom the great Creator thus reply'd : 
O Son, in whom my ſoul hath chief delight, 
Son of my boſom, Son who art alone 
My word, my wiſdom , and eſtectual might, 
All hait thou ( oken as my thoughts are, all 


As my eternal purpoſe hath decreed, 


Man shall not quite be loſt, bur ſav'd who will ; 


Yet not of will in him, bur grace in me 
Freely vouchiat'd ; once more I will cenew 


His lapſed pow'rs , though forfeir , and inthrall'd | 


By (in to foul exorbitant deſires z 

Upheld by me, yet once more he shall ſtand 
On even ground againſt his mortal foe ; 1 
By me upheld that he may know how frail | 
His fall'n condition is, and to me owe 

All his deliv'rance , and ro none bur me. 


| 
Some I have choſen of peculiar grace , | 
Ele& above the reſt, ſois my will; 

The reſt shall hear me call, and oft be warn'd. 
Thcir ſinful ſtare, and ro appeaſe betimes f 
Ti incenſed Deity , while offer'd grace 
Invites; for I will clear their ſenſes dark, 
What may ſuffice, and ſoften {tony hearts 

To pray, repent , and bring obedience due. 

To pray'r , repentance, and obedicn-e due, 
Though bur endeavour'd with ſincere intent, 
Mins ear shall not be flow , mine eye not shut. 
And I will place within them as @ guide, | 
My umpire Confcicnce ; whom if they will hear, [4 
Light after light, well us'd , they shall attain, 

And to the end perſiſtivg , ſafe arrive. 

This my long ſufferance , and my day of grace, 

They who neglect and ſcorn, shall never taſte 

Bur hard be harden'd , blind be blinded more, 

That they may ſtumble on, and deeper fall; 

And none bur ſuch from mercy l exclude. 

Bur y-rall is not done; man diſobeying 
Diſloyal breaks his f. alty, and ſins 
Agaiult the high ſupremacy of heav'n, 
. 
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76 PARADISE LOST. 
Affecting goodhead , and fo luling all, 
To expiate his treaſon hath nought left; 
Bur to deſtruction ſacred and devore , 
He, with his whole poſt:riry muit die; 
Die he or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Some orher able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. 
Say, heav'nly pow'rs , where shall we find ſuch love! 
Which of ye will be mortal, ro redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and juſt th' unjuit to ſave ? 


Dwells in all heaven charity ſo dzar ? 


He ask'd , but all the heav'nly quire ſtool mute 
And ſilence was in heav'n: on man's behalf 
Patron or interceſſor none app-ar'd , 

Much leſs that durſt upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranſom ſer. 

And now without redemption all mankind 

Mult have been loſt, adjudg'd to death and hell 
By doom ſevere, had not the Son of Cod, 

In whom the fullneſs dwells ot love divine , 

His deareſt mediation thus renew'd. 

Father, thy word is paſt, man shall find grace; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds hor way, 
The ſpeedieſt of thy winged m ſſengers, 

To viſit all thy creatures, and to all 

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unfoi:ght 2 
Happy for man, ſo coming: he her aid 

Can never ſe:k , once dead in fins, and loſt; 
Aronemenrt for himſelf, or offering mest, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring. 


Boort ITE 77 
Behold me then; me for him, life for life 
offer; on me let thine anger fall 
Account me man; I for his ſake will leave 
Thy boſom , and this glory next to thee 
Freely pur off, and for him laſtly dic 
Well pleas'd ; on me let Death wreck all his rage: 
Under his g'oomy pow'r I shall not long 
Li: vanquish'd; thou haſt giv'n me to poſſeſ⸗ 
Life in myſelf for ev't; by thee I live, 
Though now to Death I yield , and am his due 
All chat of me can die; yet, that debt paid, 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathſome grave 
His prey, nor ſuffer my unſpotted ſoul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell; 


Bur I shall riſe victorious, and ſubdue 


My vanquisher, ſroil'd of his vaunred ſpoil ; 

D-aih his death's wound shall then receive, and ſtoop 
Inglorious, of his mortal ſting diſarm'd. 

I through the ample air, in triumph high 

Shall lead hell captive, maugre hell, and show 

The pow*rs of darkneſs bound. Thou at the fighr 
pleas'd, our of heav'n shalt look down, and ſmile; 
While, by thee rais'd, I ruin all my foes, 

Death laſt, and with his carcaſs glut the grave; 

Then, with the multitude of my redeem'd , 

Shall enter hcav'n, long abſent, and return, 
Father, to ſee thy face, whcrein no cloud 

Of anger shall remain, but peace aſſur'd 

And reconcilement; wrath shall be no more 


Tacuczforrh , bur in thy preſence joy entire. 
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His words here ended, bur his me:k aſpect 
Silent yer ſpake, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only shone 
Filial obedience; as a ſacrifice 
Glad to be offer'd, he attends the will 
Of his great Father. Admiration ſciz'd 
All heav'n, what this might mean, and whither tend 

Wond'ring; but ſoon th* Almighty thus reply'd. 

O thou in heav'n and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath! O thou 
My ſole complacence ! well thou know'ſt how dea 
To me are all my works; nor man the leaſt, 

I hough laſt created; that for him I ſpare 

Thee from my boſoin and right hand, to ſave, 
By loſing thee a while, the whole race loſt, 
Thou therefore, whom thou only cauſt redeem, 
Their nature alſo to thy nature join; 

And be thyſolf man among men on earth, 
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin ſeed , 
By wondrous birth: be thou in Adam's room 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's ſon, 
As in him perish all men, ſo in thee, 

As from a ſecond root, shall be reſtor'd 

As many as are reſtor'd, without thee none. 

Lis crime makes guilty all his ſons; thy merit 
Imputed «hall abſolve them who renounce 


Their own both r'ghreous and unrighteous deeds, 


And live in thee tranſplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So man, as is molt juſt, 
Shall ſatisfy for man; be judg'd, and die, 
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And dying riſe, and riſing with him raiſe 
His brethren , ranſom'd with his own dear life. 
So heav'nly love shall outdo hellish hate, 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem, 
So dearly to redeem , whar hellish hare 
So eaſily deſtroy'd, and ſtill deſtroys 
In thoſe who, when they may, accept not grace, 
Nor shalt thou, by deſcending to aſſume 
Man's nature, leſſen or degrade thine own. 
Becauſe thou haſt, though chron'd in higheſt bliſs, 
Equal ro God, and equally enjoying 
God-like fruition, quitted all, to ſave 
A world from utter loſs, and haſt been found 
By merit more than birthright Son of God, 
Foun i worthicft to be ſo by being goo, 
Far more than great or high; becauſe in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory' abounds ; 
Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 
With thee thy manhood alſo to this throne 
Here shalt thou fit incarnate, here shalt reign 
Both Cod and man, Son both of God and man, 
Anointed univerſal King; all pow'r 
I give thee; reign for ever, and aſſume 
Thy merits; under thee, as head ſupreme, 
Thronss, princedoms, pow'rs, dominions I reduce: 
All knees to thee shall bow, of them that bide 
In heav'n, or earth, or under earth in hell. 
When thou attended gloriouſly from heav'n 
S nalt in the sky appear, and from thee ſend 
The ſummoning archangels ro proclaim 

D iy 


j 


30 PARADISE LOST. 

Thy dread tribunal; forthwith from all winds 5 
The living, and forthwith rhe cited dead 

Of a'l paſt ages, to the general doom 

Shall haſten ; ſuch a peal shall rouſe their ſleep. 
Then all chy ſaints aſſembled, thou shalt judge 
Bad men and angels; they arraign'd shall fink 
Beneath thy ſentence; hell, her numbers full, 
Thencetorth shall be for ever shut. Mean while 
The world shall burn, and from her aches ſpring 
New hcay'a and earth, wherein the juſt shall dwell; 
And after all cheit tribulations long, 

See golden days, fruicful of golden deeds, 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. 
Then thou tliy regal ſcepter shalt lay by, 

For regal ſc pter then no more shall need, 

Go4 shall be all in all. But all ye gods, 

Adore him, who, to compals all this, dies; 
Adore the Son, and honour him as me. 

No ſooner had th' Almighty ceas'd, bur all 

The multitude of Angels, with a shout 
Loud as from numbers without number, ſweer 
As from blefs'd voices „ utreriag joy, heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud hoſanna's fill'd 
Th' eternal regions. Lowly reverent, 
Tow'ards either throne they bow , and to the ground 
With ſolemn adoration down they caſt 
Their crowns inwove with amarant and gold; 
Immortal amarant, a low'r which once 

In Paradiſe, faſt by the tree of life, 
Began to bloom; bur ſoon , for man's offence , 
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To heav'n remov'd, where firſt it grew, there grows, 
And flow'rs aloft shading the fount of life, 


And where the riv*er of bliſs through midſt of heav'n 


Rolls o'er Elyſian flow'rs her amber ſtream: 
Wirth theſe that never fade, the ſpi'rits ele& 


Bind their reſplendent locks, inwreath'd with beams, 


Now in looſe garlands thick thrown off, the bright 
Payement, that like a ſea of jaſper chone , 
Impurpled with celeſtial roſcs ſmil'd. 
Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took; 
Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their tide 
Like quivers hung, and wich preamble ſwect 
Of charming ſymphony they introduce 
Their ſacred ſong, and waken raptures high; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could join 
Mclodious patt, ſuch concord is in heav'n. 

Thee, Father, firſt they ſung omnipotent, 
Immutable, immortal, infinite, 
Eternal King; thee author of all being, 
Fountain of light, thyſelf inviſible 
Amidſt the glorious brightneſs where thou ſitt'ſt 
Thron'd inacceſſible, but when thou shad'ſt 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine, 
Dark with exceſſive bright thy skirts appear, 
Yer dazzle heav'n, that brighteſt Seraphim 
Approach not, but wich both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they ſang of all creation firſt, 
Begotten Son , divine ſimilitude, 
In whoſe conſpicuous count'nance , without cloud 
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22 PARADISE LOST. 

Made viſible , th' almighty Father shines, 

Whom elſe no creature can behold ; on thee 
Impreſs'd th' ettulgence of his glory” abides , 
Transfus'd on thee his ample Spirit reſts. 

He hcav'n of heav'ns, an | all the pow'rs therein, 
By thee created : and by thee threw down 

Th' aſpiring dominations: thou that day 

Thy father's dreadful thunder didſt not ſpare, 
Nor ſtop thy flaming chatiot- wheels, that shook 
Heav'n's everlaſting trame , while o'er the necks 
Thou drov'ſt of warring angels diſarray'd. 

Back from purſuit thy pow'rs with loud acclaim 
Thee only” extoll'd, Son of thy Father's might, 
To execute he-tce vengeance on his focs, 
Nor ſo on man : him through their malice fall'n , 
Father of mercy? and grace, thou didſt not doom 
So ſtrictly, but much more to pity” incline: 

No ſooner did thy dear and only Son 

Perceive thee purpos'd nor to doom frail man 

So ſtrictly, but much more to pity inclin'd, 3 
He to appeaſe thy wrath , and end the {:rite 
Of mercy” and juſtice in thy face diſcern'd , ] 
Regardleſs of the bliſs wherein he far ( 
Second to thee ,, offer'd himſelf to die | 
For man's offence. O unexampled love, 

Love no where to be found lefs than divine ! 
Hail ſon of God, Saviour of men! thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my ſong 
Henceforth, and never shall my harp thy praiſe 
Forget, not from thy Father's praiſe disjoin, 
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Thus they in heav'n, above the ſtarry ſphere, 
Their happy hours in joy aud hymning ſpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whoſe firſt convex divicles 
The luminous interior orbs, inclos'd 
From Chaos, and th' intoad of darkneſs old, 
Saran alighted walks. A globe far off 
It ſcem'd , now ſ-ems a bound!eſs continent 
Dark, waſte , and wil, under the frown of night 
Srarleſs expos'd , and ever-threacning ſtorms 
Of Chaos bluſt' ring round , inclement sky; 

Save on that fide which from the wall of heav'n , 
Though diſtant far, ſome ſmall reflection gains 
Of glimmering air leſs vex'd with tempeſt loud. 
Here walk'd the find ar large in ſpacious field. 
As when a vulrure on Imans bred , 

Whoſe ſnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds , 
Diſlodging from a r-gion ſcarce of prey, 

To gorge the flesh of lambs or yeanling kids, 


On hills where flocks are fed, flies tow'ard the ſprings 


Of Ganges or Hyda'p?s, Indian ſtreams; 

Bur in his way lights on the barren plains 

Of Sericana , where Chineſes drive 

With ſails and wind their cany waggons light: 
Soon this windy ſea of land, the fiend 

Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey 
Alone, for other creature in this place, 

Living or lifeleſs, to be found was none; 

None yer, bur ſtore hereafter from the earth 
Up wither like atreal vapours flew 


D 


84 PARADISE LOST. 
Of all things rranſirory? and vain, when {in | 
With vanity had fill'd the works of men; 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
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Built their fond hopes of glory” or laſting fame, | 
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Ot happineſs in this ot th' other life; 
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All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful ſuperſtition and blind zeal , 

Noughr ſeekirg but the praiſe of men, here find 
Fit tetribution, empty as their deeds ; 
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All tht unaccomplish'd works of Nature's hand, 
Abortive , monſtrous, or unkindly mix'd , 
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Diſſolv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 

Till final diſſolution, wander here, 

Not in the neiglib'ting moon, as ſome have dream'd; 
Thoſe argent fields more likely habitants, 
Ttanſlated ſaints, or middle ſpirits, hold 

Betwixt rh” angelical and human kind: 

Hicher of ill- join'd ſons and daughters born 

Firſt from the ancient world thoſe giants came 
With many a vain exploit, though then renown'd x 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 

Of Sennaar , and ſtill with vain deſign ; 
New Pabels, had they wherewirhal , would build: 
Others came ſingle; he who to be deem'd 


A god, leap'd fondly into Ætna flames; 
Empedocles; and he who to enjoy 

Plaro's Elyſium, leap'd into the ſea, 
Clcombrotus; and many more too long, 
Embryo's, and idiots, eremits, and friers 

White, black and gray, wich all their trumpety. 
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Here pilgrims roam, that ſtray'd ſo far to ſeeł 
In Go'gotha him dead, who lives in heav'n: 
And they who to be ſure of Paradiſe, 
Dying put on the weeds of Do:ninic , 
Or in Franciſcan think to paſs diſguis'd; 
They paſs the planers ſ:v'n, and paſs the hx'd , 
And that cryſtalline ſphere whoſe balance weighs 
The trepidation talk'd , and that firft mov'd : 
And now Saint Peter at heav'n's wicker ſeems 
To wait them with his keys, and now ar foor 
Ot heav'n's aſcent they lift their feet, when lo 
A violent croſs wind from either coaſt 
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lows them tranſverſe, ten thouſand leagues awry 


Into th: devious air; then might ye ſee 


Cowls , hoods . and habits , with their wearers, toſt, 


And flutter'd into rags; then reliques , beads ,' 
Indulgences, diſpenſes, pardons, bulls, 

The ſport of winds : all ch:ſe upwhul'd alofr 
Fly o'er the backſide of the world far off 

Into a limbo large and broad, fince call'd 

The patadiſe of fools, to few unknown 

Long after, row unpeopled, and unrrod. 

All this dark globe the hend found as he paſs'd 
And long he wander'd till ar laſt a gleam 

Of dawning light rurn'd chither-ward in haſte 
His travell'd ſteps: far diſtanc he deſcries , 
Aſcending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of heav'n , a ſtructure high; 

At top whereof , but far more rich, appear'd 
The work as of a kingly palace- gate, 
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With frontiſpiece of diamond and gold 
Embellish'd; thick with ſparkling orient gems 
The portal shone, inimitable on earth 

By model, or by shading pencil drawn. 

The ſtairs were ſuch as whcr:on Jacob ſaw 
Angels aſcending an i d.ſcending , bands 

Of guardians bright: , when he from Eſau fled 
To Padan-Aram, in the field of Luz 
Dreaming by night under the open sky, 

And waking cry'd this is the gate of h-av'n. 
Each ſtair myſteriouſly was meant, nor {tood 


There always, but drawn up to keav'n ſometimes 


Viewleſs; aud undern-ath a bright ſea flow'd 
Of aſper, or of liquid pearl, wizreon 

Who after came from earth, failing arriv'd 
Wafted by angels, oc flew o'er the lake 

Rapc in a chatiot drawn by fi-ry ſteeds. 

The ſtairs were then let down, whether to date 
The hend by eaſy' aſcent, or aggravate 

His ſad excluſion from the doors of bliſs; 
Direct aga*2ii which open'd from beneath, 
Juſt oer the hliſsful ſcar of Paradiſe, 


A paſſage down to th' earth, a paſſage wide, 


Wider by far than that of aftzr-times 

Over mount Sion, and, though that were large, 
Over che promis'd land to Cod ſo dear; 

By which , to viſit oft thoſe happy tribes, 

On high behſts his angels to and fro 

Paſs'd frequent, and his cye with choice regard 
From Pancas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 
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To Beerſaba , where the holy land 

Borders on Egypt anal th' Arabian shore; 

So wide the opening ſeem'd, where bounds were ſet 
To darkneſs, ſuch as bound the ocean wave. 
Satan from hence, now on the lower ſtair, 
That ſcal'd by ſteps of gold to heaven- gate, 
Looks down with wonder at the ſudden view 
Of all this world at once. As when a ſcour 
Through dark and deſett ways with peril gone 
All night, at laſt by break of chearful dawn 
Obtains the brow of ſome high climbing hill, 
Which to his eye diſcovers unaware 

The goodly proſpect of ſome foreign land 

Firſt Cen, or ſome renown'd metropolis 

Wich glift'ring ſpires and pinacles adorn'd , 
Which now the riſing ſun gilds with his beams 
Such wonder ſeiz'd , though after heaven ſeen, 
The Fi'rit malign , but much more envy ſeiz'd , 
Ar gbt of all this world beheld ſo fair. 

Round he ſurveys (and well might, where he ſtood 
do high above the circling canopy 

Ot night's extended shade) from eaſtern point 
Of Libra, ro the fleecy {tar that bears 
Andromeda far off Atlantic ſeas , 

Beyond th' horizon; then from pol2 to pole 

He views in breadth; and without longer pauſe 
Duwr right into the world's firſt region throws 
His flight precipitant, and winds with cal: 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way , 
Amongſt innumerable ſtars, that sone 
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Stars diſtant, but nigh hand ſeem'd other worlds; 
Or other worlds they ſcem*d , or happy iſles, 

Like thoſe Heſperian gard-ns fam'd of old, 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry val:s 
Thrice happy iſles, but who dwelt happy there 
He ſtay'd not to inquire. Above them all 

The golden ſun, in ſplendor likeſt heav'n, 
Allur'd his eye; thither his courſe he bends 
Through the calm firmament, (but up or down , 
By ccatre, or eccentric, hard to tell, 

Or longitude), where the great luminary 

A!oot the vulgar conſtellations thick, 

Thar ftom his lordly cye keep diſtance due, 
Diſpeuſes light from lar; they as they move 


Their ſtarry dance in numbers that compute 


Days, months, and ycars, row'ards his all- chearing lamp 


Turn ſwift their various motions, or are turn'd 
By his magn tic beam, that gently warms 

The univerſe, and to each inward part 

With gentle penctration, though unſeen, 
Shoots inviſible virtue ev'n to the deep; 

So wond'touſly was ſer his ſtation bright. 
There lands the fend , a ſpot like which perhaps 
Aſtronomer in thie ſun's lucent orb 

Through his glaz'd optic tube yer never ſaw, 
The place he tound beyond expreſiion bright, 
Compar'd with ought on earth, metal or ſtone 
Not all parts like, but all a ike inform'd 

Wich radiant light, as glowing ir'on with fire; 
If metal, part ſeem'd gold, part ſilyet clear; 
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If ſtone, carbuncle moſt or chryſolite, 

Ruby or topaz , to the twelve that shone 

In Aaron's breaſt- plate, and a ſtone beſides 
Imagi:1'd rather oft than elſewhere ſeen, 

That ſtone , or like to that which here below 
Philoſophers in vain ſo long have ſought, 

In vain, though by their pow'rful art they bind 
volatile Hermes, an call up unbound 

In various shapes old Proteus from the ſea, 
'Drain'd through a limbec to his native form. 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth elixir pute, and rivers run 
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
Th' arch-chemic ſun, ſo far trum us remote, 
produces, with terraſtrial humour mix'd, 

Here in the dark ſo many precious things 

Of colour glorious, and effect ſo rare? 

Here matter ncw to gaze the devil met 
Undazzled; far and wide his eye commands; 
For ſight no obſtacle found here, nor shade, 
Bur all ſun-shine, as when his beams a! noon 
Culminate from th' equator, as they now 

Shot upward {till direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body? opaque can fall; and th' air, 
No where ſo clear sharpen'd his viſual ray 
To objects diſtant far, hereby he ſoon 

Saw within ken a glorious angel ſtand, 

The ſame whom John ſaw alſo in the ſun 2 

His back was turn'd , but not his brightneſs hid; 
Of beaming ſunny rays a golden tiar 
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90 PARADISE LOST. 
Circled his head, nor leſs his locks behind 
Illuſtrious ou his shoulders f:(|g2 with wings 


Lay waring round; on ſome great charge æmploy'd 


He ſcem'd,, or fix'd in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the ſpi'tir impure, as now in hope 
To find allo might Hirect his wand'r.ng flight 
To Paradiſe, the happy ſeat of man, 

His juurny's end . and our beginning woe. 
Bur fi: ſt he caſts to change his proper shape, 
Which elſe might work him danger or delay: 
And now a ſtiipling Cherub he appears, 

Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 
Youth ſmil'd cel: ſtial, and ro every limb 
Suitable grace di.tus'd, fo well he feign'd: 
Under a co:onz:t his Rowing hair 

In curls on either check play*d ; wings he wor? 
Of many a colour'd plume, ſprinkled wich gold; 
His habit fit for ſpeed ſuccinct, and held 
Before his decent ſt-ps a ſilver wand. 

He drew not nigh viheard ; the angel bright, 
Ere he drew nigh , bis radiant viſage turn'd , 
Adinonith'd by his ear, and ſtrait was known 
Th' archaagel Uriel, one of the ſeven 

Who in God's preſence, ncareſt to his throne, 
Stand r.ady at command, and are his eyes 


Thar run through all the heav'ns, or down to th' earth 


Bear his ſwift errands , over moiſt and dry, 

O'cr ſ:a and land: him Saran thus accoſts. 
Uriel, for thou of thoſe ſey*n ſpi'rirs that ſtand 

In ſiglit of God's high throne , gloriouſly bright, 
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The firſt art wont his great authentic will 
Interpreter through higheſt heav*n to bring , 
Wh-re all his ſons thy embaſſy attend 
And here arr likelieſt by ſupreme decree 
Like honour to obtain; and as his eye, 
To vilit oft this new creation round; 
Unſpcakable defire ro ſee, and know 
All theſe his wond'rous works , bur chi:fly man, 
His chi:f delight and favour , him for whom 
All th:ſe his works ſo wond'rous he ordain'd , 
Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wand'ring. Brighteſt Seraph, cell 
In which of all theſe shini:gz orbs hath man 
His fixed fear, or fixed ſcar hath none, 
Bur all theſe shining orbs his choice ro dwell ; 
Thar I may find him, and with ſecrer gaze 
Or opea admiration hin behold , 
On whom the great Creator hath beſtow'd 
Worlds, and on whom harh alli theſe graces pour'd , 
That both in him and all chi::gs, as is meet, 
The univcrſal Maker we may praiſe 
Who juſtly hath driv'n out his rebel- focs 
To deepeſt hell, and, to repair that loſs , 
Created rhis new happy race of men 
To ſerve him better: wiſe are all his ways. 

So ſpake the falſe diſſemblet unperceiv'd ; 
For neither man not angel can diſcern 
Hypocriſy , the only” evil that walks 
Invitble, except to God alone, 
By his permiiliye will, through heav'n and earth: 
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And oft though wiſdom wake, ſuſpicion ſleeps 
Ar wiſlom's gate, and to ſimp licity 
Reſigns her charge , while goodneſs thinks no ill 
Where no ill ſeems : which now for once beguil'd 
Uriel, though regent of the ſun , and held 
The sharpeſt fighred ſpi'rit of all in heav'n 3 
Who o the fraudulent impoſtor foul , 
In his uprightneſs, anſwer thus rerurn'd. 
Fair Angel, thy delire , which rends ro know 

The works of God, thereby to glorify 

The great work-maſter, leads to no exceſs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praiſe 
I he more ir ſeems exceſs , that led thee hither 
From thy empyteal manſion thus alone, 
To vitneſs with thine eyes what ſome perhaps , 
Contented with report, hear ouly* in heav'n : 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleaſant to know, and worthizſt to be all 

Had in remembrance always with delight; 
Baut what created mind can comprehend 
Their number, or the wiſdom infinite 
Thar brought rhem forth , bur hid rheir cauſes deep ? 
I ſaw when ar his word the formleſs maſs, 
This world's material mold, came to a heap : 
Confuſion heard his voice, and wild uproar 
Stood ruPd , food vaſt infinitude confin'd; 
Till at his ſccond bidding darknets fled, 
Light shone, and order from diſorder ſprung : 
Swift to th:ir ſeveral quarters haſted then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fite; 


an this ethereal quinteſſence of heav'n 
Few upward, ſpirited with various forms, 
That roll'd 0: bicular, and turn'd to ſtars 
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Numbetleſs, as thou ſceſt, and how they move; 


Each had his place appointed, each his courſe; — 

The reſt in circuit walls this univerſe. P 
, . 10 

Look downward on that globe, whoſe hirher tide, + 


Vich light from hence, though but reflected, shines; 

That place is earth, the ſeat of man; that light 

His day, which elſe, as th' other hemiſphere, 

Night would invade: bur there che ncighb'ring moon 

(So call that oppoſite fair (tar ) her aid 

Timcly* interpoſes, and her mouthly round 

Still ending, ſt:ll renewing , through mid heay'n , 

With borcow'd light her counrenance triform 

Hence fils, and emprics, to euliglit n th' earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night. 

That ſpot to which I point is Faradiſe, 

Adam's abode, thoſe loity shades his bow'r; 

Thy way thou canſt not mils, me minc requires. 
Thus (aid, he curn'd; and Satan bowing low, 

As to ſuperior ſpi'rits is wot in heaven , 

Waere honour due aud r.v{r:2c2 none neglects, 

Took leave, and row'ard theo of carth beneath, 

Down from th' ecliptic, ſped with hop'd ſucceſs, 

Throws his ſteep; flight in many an airy wheel; 

Nor ſtay'd, tiil on Niphat-s cop he lights, 


The end of the third book, 


Tax ARGUMENT 


or Boox IV. 


Satan now in proſpect of Eden, and nigh 
the place where muſt now attempt the bold 
cnterpriſe which he underrock alone againſt 
God and man, falls into many doubts with 
himſelf, and many paſſions, fear, envy, and 
deſpair 3 bur at length confirms himſelf in 
evil, journeys on to Paradiſe , whole outward 
pre ſpect and ſituation is deſcribed, overlcaps 
the bounds, ſits in the shape of a cormorant 
on the tree of life, as higheſt in the garden, 
to look about him. The garden detcribed; 
Satan's firſt tight of Adam and Eve; his won- 
der at their excellent form and happy ſtate, 
bur with reſolurion to work their fall; over- 
hears their diſcourſe , thenge gathers that the 
tree of knowledge Was forbidden them to cat 
of, under penal.y of death; and thereon in- 
tends to found his remprarion , by ſedugipg 
them to tran reſs: then leaves them a While, 
to know Firther of their Fare by ſome other 
means. Mean while Uriel leſHerding on a ſun- 
beam, warns Gabriel, who ha in charge the 
gate of Paradiſe, that ſome cvil ſpirit had 


eſcap'd the deep, and pats'd a noon by his 


ſphere in the sbape of a good angel down to 
Paradiſe, diſcovered after by his furious geſ- 
tures in the mount. Gabriel promiſes to find 
him ere morning. Night coming on, Adam 


and Eve diſcourſe of going to their reſt : thei? 
bower deſcrib d; their evening worship. Ga- 
briel drawing forth his bands of night-watch 
to walk the round of Paradiſe, appoints two 
ſtrong angels to Adam's bower , left the cyil 
ſpirit should be there doing ſome harm to 
Adam or Eve ſleeping : there they find him at 
the car of Eve, tempting her in a dream, 
and bring him, though unwilling, to Gabriel; 
by whom queſtioned he ſcornfully anſwers, 

repares reſiſtance , bur hinder'd by a hgn from 
were, „flies out of Paradilc, 


PARADISE 


PARADISE LOST. 


BOOK IV. 


O For that warning voice, which he who ſaw 
Th' Apocalyps heard cry in heav'n aloud , 

Then when the Dragon, pur to ſecond rout, 
Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, 

Woe to th' inhabitants on earth that now, 
While time was „our firſt parents had been warn'd 
The coming of their ſecret foe, and ſcap'd, 
Haply fo ſcap'd his mortal ſnare : for now 

Satan, now firſt inflam'd with rage, came down, 
The temprer ere th” accuſer of mankind , | 
To wreck on innocent frail man his loſs 

Of chat firſt battel, and his flight to hell: 

Yer not rejoicing in his ſpeed, though bold 

Far off, and fearleſs, nor with cauſe to boaſt, 
Begins his dire attempt; which nigh the birth 
Now rolling boils in his tumultuous breaſt, 

And like a devilish engine back recoi!s 

Upon himſelf; horror and doubt diſtrat 

His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom ſtit 
The hell within him; for within him hell 

He brings, and round about him, not from hell 
One ſtep, no more than from himſelf, can fly 


By change of place: now conſcience wakes deſpais, 
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93 PARADISE LOST, 
That ſlumber' d; wakes the bitter memory 

Of what he was, what is, and what muſt be 

Worſe ; of worſe deeds worſe ſufferings muſt enſue, 
Sometimes tow'ards Eden, which now in his view 


Hy pleaſant, his griev'd look he fixes (ad 


Sometimes tow'atds heav'n, and the full blazing ſun, 


Which now ſat high in his meridian tow'r: 
Then much revolving, thus in ſighs began. 

O thou, that, with ſurpaliing glory crown'd , 
Look'ſt from thy ſole dominion like the God 
Of this new world; at whoſe tight all the ſtats 
Hide their diminish'd heads; to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 
O ſun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from hat ſtate 
I fell , how glorious once above thy ſphere; 
Till pride, and worſe ambition, thr:w me down , 
Warring in heav'n againſt heav'n's matchleſs King. 
Ah wherefore! he deſetv'd no ſuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was, 
In that bright eminence , and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his ſervice hard. 
What could be 1:{s, than to afford him praiſe, 
The caſiaſt recompenſe , and pay him thanks, 
How due! yet all his gaod prov'd ill in me, 
And wrought but malice ; lifted up ſo high 
I {deign'd ſubjection, and chought one {t-p kigh'er 
Would fer me high'eft, and in a moment quir 
The debt immenſe of endleſs gratitude, 
So burdenſome {till paying, ſtill ro owe, 
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Forgetful what from him I ſtill receiv'd 


And underſtood not that a grateful mind 

By owing owes not, but {till pays, at once 

indebted and diſcharg'd ; what burden then? 

O had his pow'rful deſtiny ordain'd 

Me ſome inferior angel, I had ſtood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais'd 

Ambition. Vet why not? ſome other pow r 

As great might have aſpit'd, and, me though mean, 

Drawn to his part; but othet pow'rs as great 

Fell not, but ſtand unsliaken, from within 

Or from xithout, to all temptations arm'd. 

Hadſt thou the ſame free will and pow'r to ſtand ? 

Thou hadſt. Whom halt thou then, or whar, to' accuſe, 

Bur heav'n's free love, dealt equally to all? 

Be then his love accurs'd, ſince love or hate, 

To me alike, it deals erernal woe. 

Nay curs'd be thou; ſince againſt his thy will 

Choſe fre-ly what it now ſo juſtly rues. 

Me miſ-rable ! which way shall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite deſpair ? 

Which way I fly is hell; myſelf am hell; 

And, in th: loweſt deep, a lower dee 

Still chreat'ning ro devour me opens wide, 

To which the hell I ſuFer ſeems a heav'n. 

O then at Jaſt relent; is there no place 

Leit for repentance, none for pardon left 2 

None luft but by ſubmiſſion ; and that word 

Di ſdain forbids me, and my dread of shame 

Among the ſpi'rits beneath, whom I ſeduc'd 
k i1 


189 PARADISE LOST. 
With other promiſes, and other vaunts 
Than to ſubmit, boaſting I could ſubdue 


1h' Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
How dear!y I abide that boaſt ſo vain, 
Under what torments inwardly I groan , 
While they adore me on the throne of hell. 
With diadem and ſcepter high advanc'd , 
The lower {till T fall , only ſupreme 
In miſery : ſuch joy ambirion finds. 
But ſay I could repenr , and could obtain, 
By act of grace, my former ſtate; how ſoon | 
Would height recall high thoughts, how ſoon unſay 
What feign'd ſubmiſſion ſwore ? eaſe would recant 
Vows mad2 in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd ſo deep 
Which would bur lead me to a worſe relapſe , 
And heavier fall: ſo should I purchaſe d:ar 
p Short intermiſſion bought with double ſmarr. 


This knows my punisher : therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from begging peace: 

All hope excluded thus, behold in ſtead 

Of us outcaſt , exil'd , his new delight, 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear, 


- Farewel remorſe : all good to me is loſt; | 

Evil be thou my good , by thee ar leaſt ; 

Divided empire with heav'n's King I hold , : 

By the2 , and more than half perhaps will reign ; p 

f As man ere long, and this new world , shall know, . 
> 
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Thus while he ſpake, each paſſion dimm'd his face 
Thrice chang'd with pale, ite, envy , and deſpair 3 


Which marr'd his borrow'd viſage, and betray'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For heav'aly minds from ſuch diſtempers foul 
Are ever clear. Wherect he ſoon. aware, 
Each perturbation ſmonorh'd with ourward calm, 
Artificer of fraud; and was the firſt 
That practis'd talshood under ſaintly show, 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with tevenge. 
vet not enough had practis'd to deceive 
Uriel once warn'd ; witoſe eye purſu'd him down 
The way he went, and on the Aſſyrian mount 
Saw him disfgur'd , more chan could befall 
Spirit of happy ſort : his geſtutes fierce 
He mark'd, and mad demeanour , then alone, 
As he ſupro d, all unobſetv'd, unſeen. 
So on he fares', and to the border comes 
Of Eden, here delicious Paradiſe: , 
Now nearer, ctovns with her inc'oſure green, 
As with a rural mound , the champain head 
Of a ſteep wild: rneſs ; whoſe hairy ſides 
With thicker overgrown, groteſque and wild, 
Acceſs deny*d and over head up grew; 
laſupetable height of loftieſt ade, 
Cedar, and piue, and fir, and branching palm, 
A ſylvan ſcene and as th: ranks aſcend 
Shade above shade, a woody theatre 
Of ſtatelieſt view. Yer higher than their rops 
The verd'rous wall of Paradiſe up ſprung : 
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102 PARADISE LOST. 
Which to our g-neral fir: gave proſp.& large 
Into his neth-r empire ncighb'ring round. 
And higher than that wall a circling row 
Ol goodlieſt trees, loaden wich faireſt fruit, 
Bloſſoms and fruit; at once of golden hue, 
Appear'd, with gay enamePd colours mix'd : 
On which the {ua more glad impreſs his beams, 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow , 
When God hath show'r'd che earth; ſo lovely ſeem'd 
That landskig: and of pure now purer air 
gets Eis approach, and :o the heart inſpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 
All ſadneſs but deſpair: now gentle gales 
Fanning their odotiferous wings, diſpenſe 
Native perfumes, d whiſper whenc: they ſtrte 
Thoſe b.lmy fan As when ro ther who fail 
Beyond the Ci: of Hope, and now are paſt 
Mozambic, d. at ſca north-calt winds blow 
Sabea n ofours from the ſpicy shore 
Of Araby rhe bleſs'd; with ſuch delay 
Well plezs'd they flack their courſe, and many a league 
Chear'd with the gtateful fiel old Oczan ſmiles: 
do entertainꝰd thoſe odorons ſweets the fiend, 
Vno cam- their ban- ; though with them better pleas'd 
Than Atmo tus with the fishy fume, 
That drove him, though ena nour' d, from the ſpouſe 
Of Tobir's ſon, and with a vengeance tent 
From Media poſt to Fgypr, there faſt bound. 
Nov to th' aſcend of that ſte p ſavag: hill 
Satan had juurney'd on, penſive and flow ; 
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But further way found none, fo thick intwin'd, 
As one Continu'd brake, the undergrowth 
Of shrubs and tangling buches had perplex'd 
All path of man or beaſt that paſs'd that way. 
One gat: there only was, and that look'd eaſt 
On ch' other ſide: which when th' arch-f-lon ſaw , 
Due entrance he diſdain'd , and, in contempr , 
At one ſlight boui:d high overlcap'd all bound 
Of hill or higheſt wall, an i sheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to ſe:k new haunt for prey, 
Watchiag where shepherds pen their flo:ks at eve 
In hurdled cores amid the field ſecure , 
Leaps o'er the fence with eaſe into the fold: 
Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the cash 
Of ſome rich burgher , whoſe ſub{taarial doors, 
Croſ:-barr'd and bolted faſt, fear no aſſault, 
In at the window climbs , or o'cr the tiles: 
So clomb this friſt grand thief into God's fold 
so ſince into his church lewd hirelings climb. 
Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life, 
The middle tree, and high ſt here that grew, 
Sat like a cormotant; yet not true life 
Thereby er gain'd, but ſat devidng death 
To them who liv'd ; nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life giving plant, but only us'd 
For proſpect , what well us'd had been the pledge 
Of eto So little knows 
Any, bur God alone, to value right 
The good before him, bur peryerts beſt things 

E iv 


— IS- 


"XV y— —_—_— 


+5 * : N « 
* . 
* — ry O l 
4 > 
n PPP . 


*. * 


— — 
* — 


| 


— 


* 
—— — —— .!) Um 


422 — — = 
IA, — 


— Se 
- BY 


— ꝗ́—6ũ ͤ e 2 - 
— -- —_— — — * 


* 


— 


— 
— — 
3 


— —— > 


— 


— 


a=. 


© > San hu © —_—_— . 


104 PARADISE LOST. 

To worſt abuſe, or to theit meaneſt uſe, 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views , 

To all dalight of human ſenſe expos'd , 

In narrow room, nature's whole wealth, yea more , 
A heav'n on earth: for bliſsful Paradliſe | 
Ot God the garden was, by him in th' eaſt 


Oft Eden planied ; Eden ſtretch'd her line 


From Auran eaſtwatd to the royal tow'rs 


Of great Selzucia , built by Grecian kings, 


Or wh-re the ſons of Fden long before 

D-weitin Telaitar {in this pleaſant ſoil 

His far more pleaſant garden God ordain'd; 

Out of the fertile ground he caus'd ro grow 

All trees of nobleſt kind ior ſight, ſmell, taſte; 
And all amid them ſtood the tree of life, 

High eminent, blooming ambroſial fruit 

Of vegetable gold: and next to life, 

Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew faſt by; 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill. 
Seurhward through Eden went a river large, 

dor chang'd his courſe , but through the shaggy hill 
Poſs'd underneath ingulf'd; for God had thrown 
I hat mountain as his garden mold high rais'd 
Uron the rapid current, which through veins 

Of potous earth with kindly thirſt up drawn , 
Roſe a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 
Warer'd the garden; thence united fell 

Down the ſteep glade, and met the nether flood, 
Which from his darkſome paſſage now appears; 
And new di vided into four main ſtreams, 
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Runs diverſe , wand'ring many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account; 
Bur rather to tell how , if art could tell, 

How from that ſaphir fount the criſped brooks , 4 
Rolling on orienr pearl and ſands of gold, 1 4 
With mazy error under pendent shades 1 
Ran nectar, viſiting each plant, and fed + 
Flow'rs , worthy? of Paradiſe , which not nice art 
In beds and curious knots, but nature boon 
Pour'd forth profuſe on hill, and dale, and plain, 1. 
Both where the morning - ſun firſt warmly ſmote 

The open field, and where the unpierc'd shade 

Imbrovn'd the noontide- bow'rs. Thus was this place 

A happy rural ſear of vatious view: 


Groves whoſe rich trees wept odorous gums and balm , 
Others whoſe fruit burnish'd with golden rind, 

Hung amiable , Heſperian fables true, 

If true, here only', and of delicious taſte : 

Betwixt them lawns , or level downs, and flocks 
Grazing the render herb, were interpos'd , 

Or palmy hillock; or the flow'ry lap 

Of ſome irriguous valley ſpread her ſtore, 

Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorn the role. 

Another ſide, umbtageous grots and caves 


Of cool receſs, oer which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant: mean while murm'ting waters fall 
Down the flope hills, diſpets'd, or in a lake, 
Thar to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 
Her cryſtal mirror holds, unite their ſtreams, 
Ly 
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The birds their quite app ly; airs, vernal airs, 


Breathing the ſmell of field and grove, attune a 

The trembling leaves, while univerſal Pan, 7 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance, x 

Led on th' eternal ſpring. Not that fair field r 

4 Of Enna, where Proſerpine gath'ring flow'ts, 
. Herſelf a tairer low'r , by gloomy Dis 1 
4 ! | Was gather'd, which coſt Ceres all that pain F 
is To ſeck her through the world, nor that ſweet grove 1 
3 [ . Ot Daphne by Orontes, and rh” inſpir'd c 
HS Caſtalian ſpring , might with this Paradiſe F 
14 | 5 Ot Eden ſtrive; nor that Nyſeian iſle * 

| Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, D 

1 Whom Gentiles Ammon call, and Libyan Jove, A 

4 liid Amalthea, and her florid ſon & 
N f Young bacchus, from his ſtepdame Rhea's eye; A 
I i Nor where Aballin kings their iſſue guard, 1 
| : Mount Amara, though this by ſome ſuppos'd A 
True Paradiſe under the Erhiop line N 

By Nilus had, inclos'd with shining rock, ＋ 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 0 

From this Aſſyrian garden, where the fiend 8 

Saw undelighted all delight, all kind | * 

Of living creatures, new to ſight, and ſtrange, | 45 

Two of far nobler shape, ere& and tall, 81 

Codlike erect, with native honour clad 80 

In naked majeſty, ſcem'd lords of all: of 

And worthy ſeem'd; for in their looks divine 80 

The image of their glorious Maker shone, 71 


Truth , wiſdom , ſanctitude ſeyere and pure, Ad 
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( Severe , but in true filial freedom plac'd), [ 


Whence true authcrity in men: though both 

Not equal, as their ſex nor equal ſeem'd: 

For contemplation he, and valour form'd ; F 

For ſoftneſs she, and ſweet attractive grace 3 ; 

He for God only , she for God in him. | 

His fair large front and eye ſublime declar'd |; 

Abſolure rule; and hyacinthin locks | 

Round from his parted forclock manly hung 

Cluſt'ring , but nor beneath his shoulders broad: 

She, as a veil, down to the lender wailt 

Her unadorned golden treſſes wore 

Dishevel'd , but in wanton ringlers wav'd , 

As the vine curls her tendtils, which imply'd 

Subjection , bur requir'd with gentle ſway , 

And by her yielded , by him beſt receiv'd , 

Yiclded with coy ſubmiſſion , modeſt pride, 

And ſweet reluctant amorous delay. 

Nor thoſe myſterious parts were then conceal'd ; 

Then was not guilty shame, dishoneſt shame 

Of nature's works, honour dishonourable , 

Sin-bred , how have ye troubled all mankind 

Wich shows inſtead, mere shows of ſceming pute, 

And banish'd from man's life his happieſt life , 

Simplicity , and ſpotleſs innocence ! | 

So paſs'd they naked on, nor shunn'd the ſight 

Of God or angel; for they thought no ill: 

So hand in hand they paſs'd, the lovelieſt pair 

That ever ſince in love's embraces met; 

Adam the goodlieſt man of men ſince born | 
Ev) a * 
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108 PARADISE LOST. 

His ſons, the faireſt of her daughters Eve. 
Under a tuft of shade chat on a green 

Stood whiſp'ring ſoft, by a fresh fountain- ſide 
They ſat them down ; and after no more toil 
Of their ſweet gard'ning labour, than ſuffic'd 
To recommend cool zephyr , and made caſe 
More eaſy, who!ſome thirſt and appetite 
More grateful , ro their ſupper- fruits they fell, 
N<ctarine fruits which the compliant boughs 
Vielded them, tide-long as they ſat recline 
On the ſoft downy bank damask'd with flow'rs : 
The ſavoury pulp they chew , and in the rind, 
$2411 as they thirſted, ſcoop the brimming ſtream ; 
Nor gentle purpoſe , nor endearing ſmiles 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance , as beſeems 

fair couple, link'd in happy nuprial league, 
Alone as they. About them frisking play'd 

Ail beaſts of tli' earth, ſince wild, and of all chaſe 
n wood or wilderneſs, foreſt or den; 

<porting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid; bears, tygers, ounces, pards , 
Gambol'd before them; th* unwieldy elephant, 
To make them mirth, us'd all his might, and wreath'd 
His lithe proboſcis ; cloſe the ſerpent ily 
Inſinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His braded train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unhzeded ; others on the graſs 
Couch'd., and now fill'd with paſture gazing ſat, 
Or bedward ruminating; for the ſun 

Declin'd was haſting now with prone career 


To th” ocean iſles, and in the aſcending ſcale 

Of heav'n rhe ſtars that usher evening roſe : 

When Satan {till in gaze, as firſt he ſtood , g 

Scarce thus at length fail'd ſpeech recover'd fad. | 
O hell! what do mine eyes with grief behold ? 

Into our room of bliſs thus high advanc'd 

Creatures of other mold, earth-born perhaps , 

Not ſpirits, yet to heay'nly ſpit its bright 

Little inferior; whom my thoughts purſue 

With wonder, and could love, to lively shines 

In them divine reſemblance , and ſuch grace 
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The hand that form'd them on their shape hath pour d. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 

Your change approaches, when all theſe delights 
Will vanish, and deliver ye to woe; 

More woe, the more your taſte is now of joy; 
Happy, but for ſo happy ill ſecur'd 

Long to continue, and this high ſcat your heav'n 
III fenc'd for heav'n ro keep our ſuch a foe 

As now is enter d; yet no purpos'd toe 

To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn , 

Though I unpitied. League with you I ſeek 

And mutual amity, fo ſtrait, ſo cloſe , 

Tart I with you muſt dwell , or yon with me 


Renceforth ; my iwelling haply may not pleaſe, 


Like this fair Paradiſe , your ſenſe; yer ſuch 
Accept your Maker's work 3 he gave it me, 
Which I as freely give: hell shall unfold , 
To entertain you two, ker wideſt gates, 


And ſend forth all her kings; there will be room, 


r to PARADISE. LOST. 
Nut like theſe narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous offspring ; if no better place, 
Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 
On you who wrong me nor, for him who wrong'd. 
And should I at your harmleſs innocence 
Melt, as I do, yet public reaſon juſt , 
Honour and empire with revenge enlarg'd , 
By conqu'ting this new world , compels me now 
To do what elſe, though damn'd , I should abhor, 
So ſpake the fend , and with neceſſity, 
The ryranr's plea, excus'd his devilish deeds. 
Then from his lofty ſtand on that high tree 
Down he alights among the ſportful herd 
Of thoſe four-foored kinds, himſelf now one, 
i Now other, as cheir shape ſery'd beſt his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and uneſpy'd 
To mark what of their ſtare he more might learn , 
bf 1 By word or action mark'd : abour them round 
| H lion now he ſtalks with fiery glare ; | 
Then as a tyger, who by chance hath ſpy'd 
In ſome purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 
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1488 | Strait couches cloſe, then riſing changes oft 
iv His couchant watch, as one who choſe his ground, 
. | Whence rushing he might ſureſt ſeize them both, 
2 þ i 17; Grip'd in each paw: when Adam, firſt of men, 
BE To firſt of women, Eve, thus moving ſpeech, 
C i 4 51 Turn'd him all ear to hear new utterance flow. 
. ; q, Sol. partner, and ſole patt, of all theſe joys, 
1 ( | Dearer thyſelf than all; needs muſt the pow'r 
NN 


i \'Þ 15 Tha: made us, and for us this ample world, 
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Be infinitely good, and of his 800d 
As libetal and free as infinite; 
That rais'd us from the duſt, and plac'd us here 
In all this happineſs, who at his hand 
Have nothing metited, nor can pertorm 
Oughr whereof he hath need; he who requires 
Fro:n us no other ſervice than to keep 
This one, this eaſy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradiſe that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to taſte that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life; 
So near grows death to life, wharc'er death is, 
Some dceadfal thing no doubt; for well thou know'ſt 
God hath pronounc'd it death ro taſte that tree, 
The only ſign of our obedience left, 
Among ſo many ligns of pow'r and rule 
Conferr'd upon us, and dominion given 
Over all other creatures that poſſeſs 
Earth, air, and ſea. Then let us not think hard 
One caſy prohibirion , who enjoy 
Free leave ſo large to all things elſe, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights : 
Bur ler us ever praiſe him, and extol 
His bounty , following our delightful rask , 
To prune theſe growing plants, and tend theſe Aow'rs ; 
Which, were it toilſome, vet with thee were {weet. 

To whom thus Eve reply'd. O thou for whom 
And from whom I was form'd , flesh of thy flesh, 
And vichout whom am to no end, my guide 


And head, what thou haſt ſaid is juſt and right. 
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For we to him indeed all praiſ-s owe, 

And daily thanks; I chiefly , who enjoy 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Præeminent by ſo much odds, while thou 
Like conſort to thyſelf canſt no where find. 
That day I oft remember, hen from ſleep 
I firſt awak'd, and found myſelf repos'd 


Under a shade of flow'rs, much wond'ring where, 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not diſtant far from thence a murm'cing ſound 


Of waters iflu'd from a cave, and ſpread 
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Into a liquid plain, then ſtood unmov'd 
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Pure as th' expanſe of heav'n; I thither went 
With unexperienc'd thought, and laid me down 
| On che grecn bank, to look into the clear 

| Smooth lake, that to me ſeem'd another sky. 

As I bent down to look, juſt oppoſite 


EY 
ME 


OOO mꝛ Vw om. ue ei, ates: . < BE> ICS - 
* 


A shape within the watry gleam appear'd, 
Bending to look on me: I ſtarted back, 


e 
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It ſtarted back; bur pleas'd I ſoon return'd, 
| F | Pleas'd it return'd as ſoon with anſw'ring looks 
Eq. Of ſymparhy and love: there I had fix'd 
Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain deſire, 
Had not a voice thus warn'd me. What thou ſeeſt, 
I. 40 What there thou ſeeſt, fair creature, is thyſelf; 
FA With thee it came and yocs : but follow me, 
And I will bring thee where no shadow ſtays 
i 4 Thy coming, and thy ſoft embraces, he 
Whoſe image thou art; him thou shalt enjoy 


i nſeparably rhwe , to him shalt bear 


A 
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Mulcitudes like thylelf , and thence be call'd 
Mother of human race. Whar coul I do, 
But follow itrair , inviſibly thus led? 
Till Ieſpy'd thee, fair indeed and tall, 
Under a platan; yet methought leſs fair, 
. Lets winning ſoft, leſs amiably mild, 
Than that C.nooth watry image: back I turn'd 
Thou following cry'dit aloud, Return fair Eve, 
Whom fly*lt rhou > whom thou fly'ſt, of him thou art 
His flesh, his bone; to give thee be'ing I lent 
Out of my ſide to the: neareſt my hcart, 
S$ubitanrial life, ro have thee by my fide 
i1-nccforth an indivi-lual ſolace dear; 
Part of my ſoul I ſeek thee, and thee claim 
My other half. With that thy gentle hand 
Sciz'd min:: I yielded, and trom that time (ce 
How beauty is excell'd by man'y grace, 
And wifdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So ipake our general mother, and with eyes 
Ot conjugal attraction unreprov'd, 
And meek ſurrender, half embracing lean'd 
Oa our firſt father; half her ſwelling breaſt 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
Of her looſe treſſes hid; he in delight, 
Both of her beauty and ſubmiſſive charms , 
Sm il“! with ſuperior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno ſmiles, when he impregns the clouds 
That shed May flow'ts; and preſe'd her matron lip 
With kities pure. Aſide the devil turn'd 


tor enyy; yet with jealous leer malign 
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Ey'd them askance, and to himſelf thus plain'd. 
Sighr hateful, fight tormenting! chus theſe two, 

Imparadis'd in one another's arms, 

The happier Eden shall enjoy their fill 

Of bliſs on bliſs; while I to hell am thruſt, 

Where neither joy nor love, but fierce deſite, 

Among our other torments not the leaſt, 

Still untulfill'd with pain of longing pines. 

Yer let me not forget what I have gain'd 

From their own mouths : all is nor theirs, it ſe2ms ; 

One fatal tree there ſtands, of knowledge call'd , 

Forbidden them to caſte. Knowledge forbidden? 

$uſpicious, reaſonleſs. Why should their Lord | 

Envy them that? can it be ſin to know? 

Can ir be death? and do they only ſtand 

By iznorance? is that their happy ſtare, 

The proof of their obe dience, and rheir faith? 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 

Their ruin! Hence I will excice their minds 

Wich more deſite to know, and to reject 

Envious commands, invented with deſign 

To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 

Equal with gods : aſpiring to be ſuch, 

They raſte , and die: what likelier can enſue ? 

Bur firſt with narrow ſearch I muſt walk round 

This garden, and no corner leave unſpy'd; 

A chance, but chance may lead wher-: I may meet 

Some wan ring ſpi'tit of heav'n, by fountain-ſide, 

Or in thick shade retir'd , from him to draw 


What further would be learn'd. Live while ye may, 
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vet happy pair; enjoy, till I retura , 
Short-pleaſures , for long woes are to ſucceed. 


So ſaying, his proul ſtzp he ſcornful rurn'd, 
gut with {ly circumſpection, and began 
Through wood, through walt:,o'er hill, ober dale, his roam, 3 » 
Mean while in urmoſt longitude , where heav'n ; | 
With earth an{ o:ean me-ts, the ſetting ſun 4 
Slowly deſcended , and wirh right aſpect 
Againſt the eaſtern gate of Paradiſe 
Levell'd his eveniag-rays : it war a rock 
Of alabaſter, pid up to the clouds, 

Conſpicuous far, winding with one aſcent 
Ac:cTible from earth, one entrance high; 

The reſt was craggy cliff, that overhung 

$14!! as it roſe, impoſſible ro climb. 

Betwi et theſe rocky pi'lars Gabriel ſar, 

Chief of rh' angelic guards, awai:ing night; 

About iro oxercietd heroic games 

Th' anarn'd yourh of heae'n, but nigh at hand 
C2 tia! 1r.nonry , $01 e, helins, and (pears, | 
Hung high, wi h diamond fla ning, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, g'iling throngh the even 

On a ſun beam, ſwift as a sho ing {tar 


In autumn thwarts the niht, when vapours fir'd 


Impreſs the air, and shows the mariner 
From what point of his compats to beware l 
impetuons wins: he thus began ia haſte, | 

Gabriel, ro the: thy courſe by lot hath given 
Charge and ſtrict watch, that to this happy place 
No evil ching approach or enter in. 
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116 PARADISE LOST. 


This day, at height of noon, came to my ſphets 


A (pirir, zealous, as he ſeem'd, to know 

More of th' Almighty's works, and chiefly man, 

God's lateſt image: I deſcrib'd his way, 

Bent all on ſpeed, and mark'd his airy gait; 

Bur in the mount that lies from Eden north, 

Where he firſt lighted , ſoon diſcern'd his looks 

Alien ſiom heav'n, with paſſions foul obſcur'd : 

Mine eye purſu'd him {till , but under shade 

Loſt ſight of him: one of the banish'd crew, 

I fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to raiſe 

New troubles, him thy care muſt be to find. 
To whom the winged warrior thus return'd. 

Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect fight, 

E mid the ſun's bright circle where thou ſitt'ſt, 

See far and wide: in at this gate none paſs 


The vigilance here plac'd, but ſuch as come 


Well kiown from hrav'n; and fince meridian hour 


No creature thence : it ſpi'rit of other ſort, 

So minded, have overleap'd theſe earthy bounds 

On purpoſe, hard thou know'lt it to exclude 

Spiritual ſubſtance with corporeal bar. 

Bur if within the circuit of theſe walks, 

In whatſoever shape he lurk, of whom 

Thou tell'ſt, by morrow dawning I shal!l know, 
So promis'd he, and Uriel to his charge 


Rerurn'd on that bright beam, whoſe point row rais'd 


Bore him flope downward to the ſun now fall'n 
Bensath th* Azores; whether the prime orb, 


Incredible how ſwift, had thirher roll'd 
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Diurnal, or this leſs volubile earth, 
dy shorter flight to th? eaſt, had left him there 
atraying with reflected purple' and gold 
The clouds that on his weſtern throne attend. 
Now came ſtill evening on, and twilight gray 
ad in her ſober livery all things clad ; 
Silence accompauied; for beaſt and bird, 
They to their graſſy couch, theſe to their neſts 
Were flunk  a!l but the wakeful nightingale; 
She all night long her am'tous deſcant ſung; 
Silence was pleas'd : now glow'd the firmament 
With living faphirs : Heſperus, that led 
The ſtarry hoſt, rode brighteſt, till the moon 
Riſing in clouded majeſty, at length 
Apparent queen unvei:'d her peerleſs light, 
And o'er the dark her ſilrer mantle threw. 
When Adam thus ro Eve. Fair conſort, th' hour 
Ot night, and all things now retir'd to reſt, 
Mind us of like repoſe, ſince God hath ſer 
Labour and reſt, as day and night, to men 
Succeſſive; and the timely dew of fleep 
Now falling with ſoft ſlumbrous weight, inclines 
Our eye-lids : other creatures all day long 
Rove idle unemploy'd, and leſs need reſt; 
Man hath his daily work of body” or mind 
Appoinred , which declares his dignity, 
And the regard of heav'n on all his ways; 
While other animals unactive range, 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, ere fresh morning ſtreak the caſt 
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118 PARADISE LOST. 
With firſt approach of light, we muſt be riſen, 
And at our preſent labour, to reform 
Yon flow'ry arbours, vonder alleys green, 

Our walk at noon , with branches overgrown , 

That mock our ſcant manuring, and require 

More hands than outs to lop their wanton growth: 

Thoſe bloſſoms alſo, and thoſe dropping gums , 

Thar lie beſtrown , unſightly and unſnoorth , 

Ack riddance, if we mean to tread with eaſe : 

Mean while, as Nature wills, night bids us reſt. 
To whom thus Eve, with perfect beaury' adorn'd. 

My author and diſpoſer, what thou bidſt 

Unargu'd I obey : ſo God ordains; 

God is thy law, thou mine : to know no more 

Is woman's happieſt knowledge, and her praiſe. 

With thee converting I forget all time; 

All ſeaſons, and their change, all plcaſe alike. 

Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet, 

With charm of earlieſt birds; pleaſant the ſun, 

When firſt on this delightful land he ſpreads 

His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flow'r, 

Gliſt'ring with dew; fragtant the fertile earth 

After (oft show'rs; and ſweet the coming on 

Of grateful evening mild; then ſilent night, 

Wich this her ſolemn bird, and this fair moon, 

And theſe the gems of heav'n, her ſtarry train: 

But nei her breath of morn, when she aſcends 

With charm of earlieſt birds; nor riſing ſun 

On this delightful land; nor herb, fruit, flow'r, 

Cliſt'ring with dew; nor fragrance after show'rs; 
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Nor gtateful evening mild; nor ſilent night, 
With this her ſolemn bird, nor walk by moon, 
Or glitt'ring ſtar- light, without thee is ſweet. 
Bur wherefore all night long shine theſe? for whom 
This glorious ſight, when ſleep hath shut all eyes? 

To whom our general anceſtor reply'd. 
Daughter of God and man, accomplish'd Eve, 
Theſe have their courſe to finish round the earth, 
By morrow ev' ning, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Miniſt'ring light prepar'd, they ſer and riſe; 
Leſt total datkueſs should by night regain 
Her old poſſeilion, and extinguish life 
In nature and all things; which theſe ſoft fires 
Nor only* enlighten, bur wich kindly hear 
Of various influence foment and warm, 
Temper ot noutish, or in part shed down 
Their ſtellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the ſun's more potent ray. 
Theſe then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain ; nor think, though menwere none, 
Tha: heav'n would want ſpectators, God want praiſe : 
Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep: 
All theſe with ceaſeleſs praiſe his works behold 
Both day aud night: how often, from the ſteep 
Of echoing hill or thicker, have we heard 


Celeſtial voices to the midaigh:-air , 
Sole, or reſponſivye each to others note, 
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120 PARADISE LOST. 

Singing their great Creator ? oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 

With heav'nly touch of inſtrumental ſounds 

In full harmonic number join'd , their ſongs 

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav'n. 
Thus talking hand in hand alone they paſs'd 

On to their bliſsful bow'r : ic was a place 

Chos'n by the ſov'reign Planter , when he fram'd 

All chings to man's delightful uſe ; the roof 

Of thickeſt covert was inwoven shade 

Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 

Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either fide 

Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub, 

Fenc'd up the verdant wall; each beauteous flow'r, 

Iris all hues, roſes, and jeſſamin, 

Rear'd high their flourish'd heads between, and wrought 

Moſaic ; underfoot the violet, 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 

Broider'd the ground, more colour'd than with ſtone 

Of coſtlieſt emblem: other creature here, 

Beaſt, bird, inſect, or worm, durſt enter none; 

Such was their awe of man. In chadicr bow'r 

More ſacred and ſequeſter'd, though bur feign'd, 

Pan or Sylvanus never flept, nor Nymph , 

Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in cloſe receſs, 

With flowers, garlands, and ſwcer-ſmelling herbs 

Eſpouſed Eve d+ck'4d firſt her nuprial bed, 

And heav'nly quircs the hymenæan ſung, 

What day tlie genial angel to our fire 

Brought her, in naked beauty mote adorn'd, 

Mol; 
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More lovely than pandora, whom the gods 
Endow'd with all their gifts, and O roo like 
In ſad event, when to th' unwiſer ſon 
Of Japher brought by Hermes, she inſnar'd 
Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng'd 
On him who had ſtole Jove's authentic fire. 
Thus at their shady lodge arriv'd , both ſtood, 
Both turn'd, aud under open sky ador'd 
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heay'n g 
Which they beheld , the moon's reſplendent globe, 
And ſtarry pole: Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
Maker omniporent, and thou the day, 
Which we in our appointed work employ'd 
Have finish'd, happy in out mutual help, 
And mutual love, the crown of all our bliſs 
Ordain'd by thee; and this delicious place, 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropr falls to the ground. 
But thou haſt promis'd from us two a race 
To fill the earth, who shall with us extol 
Thy goodneſs infinite, both when we wake, 
And wheu we ſeek, as now, thy gift of ſleep. 
This ſaid unanimous, and other rites 
Obſerving none, bur adoration pure, 
Which God likes beſt, into their inmoſt bow'r 
Handed they went; and eas'd the putting off 
Theſe troubleſome diſguiſes which we wear, 
Strait fide by ſide were laid; nor turn'd, I ween 5 
Adam from his fair ſpouſe, nor Eve the rites 
Myſterious of connubial love rcfus'd : 
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122 PARADISELOSY. 
Whatever hypocrites auſterely talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence, 
Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to ſome , leaves free to all, 
Our Maker bids increaſe ; who bids abſtain , 
But our deſttoyet, foc to God and man: 
Hail wedded love, myſterious law, true ſource 
Of human offspring, ſole propriety 
In Paradiſe of all things common elſe. 
By thee adult'rous luſt was driv'n from men, 
Among the beſtial herds to range; by thee 
Founded in reaſon, loyal, juſt, and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the charitics | 
Of father, ſon, and brother, firſt were known. 
Far be? it, that I should write thee fin or blame, 
Or think thee unbefitting holieſt place, 
Perperual fountain of domeſtic ſweets, 
Whoſe bed is undefil'd and chaſte pronounc'd , 
| ff Preſent, or paſt, as ſaints and patriarchs us'd. 
| 4th Here Love his golden shafts employs, here lights 
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ö b ' li 1 His conſtant lamp, and waves his putple wings, 
: [ | 101 | Reigns here and revels; not in the bought ſmile 
| Wan: Of harlors , loveleſs, joyleſs, unendear'd, 
i f 0 Caſual fruition; nor in court-amours , | 
5 | it Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight- ball, 1 
7 48! Or ſerenate, which the ſtarv'd lover (ings | 1 
0 | 0 0 To his proud fair, beſt quitted with diſdain. 8 
| 1. Theſe, lull'd by nightingales, embracing ſlept; A 
Kt | | 6 j And on their naked limbs, the Row'ry roof T 
4 I! 


| 6 | Show'r'd roſes, which the morn repair d. Sleep on , 
| 
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Bleſs'd pair; and O yet happieſt, if ye (eek 
No happiet ſtate, and know to know no more. 
Now had night meaſur'd with her shadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vaſt ſublunar vault, 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth iſſuing at th' accuſtom'd hour, ſtood arm'd 
To their night-watches in warlike parade 
When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus ſpake. 
Uzziel, half theſe draw off, and coaſt the ſouth 
With ſtricteſt watch; theſe other wheel the north; 
Our circuit meets full weſt. As flame they part, 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the ſpear. 
From theſe, two ſtrong and ſubtle ſpi'rits he call'd 
That near him ſtood, and gave them thus ia charge. 
Ithuricl and Zephon, with wing'd ſpeed 
Search through this garden, leave unſcarch'd no nook; 
But chiefly where thoſe two fair creatures lodge, 
Now laid perhaps aſleep, ſecure of harm. | 
This evening from the ſun's decline arriv'd , 
Who tells of ſome infernal ſpirir ſeen 
Hirh-rward bent (who could have thought!) eſcap'd 
The bars of hell, on errand bad no doubt: 
Such where ye find, ſeize faſt, and hither bring, 
So ſaying , on he led his radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon, theſe to the bow'r direct, 
In ſearch of whom they ſought ; him there they found 
Squat like a toad, cloſe at the ear of Eve, 
Aſſaying by his devilish art to reach 
The organs of her fancy“, and with them forge 
Illuſions as he liſt , phagtaſms and dreams; 
Fij 
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124 PARADISE LOST: 
Or if, inſpiring venom , he might taint 
Th' animal ſpi'rirs , that from pure blood ariſe 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raiſe 
At leaſt diſtemper'd, diſconrented thoughts, 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate deſires , 
Blown up with high conceits ingend'ring pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his ſpear 
Touch'd lightly ; for no falshood can endure 
Touch of celeſtial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likeneſs : up he ſtarts 
Diſcover'd and ſurpris'd. As when a (ſpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 
Fir for the run ſome magazine to ſtore 
Againſt a rumour'd war, the ſmutty grain 
Wich ſudden blaze diffus'd, inflames the air; 
So ſtarted up in his own shape the fiend, 
Back ſtept thoſe two fair angels, half amaz'd 
So ſudden to behold the griſly king; 
Vet thus, unmov'd with fear, accoſt him ſoon. 
Which of thoſe rebel ſpi'rirs adjudg'd to hell 
Com'lt thou, eſcap'd thy priſon? and trans form'd, 
Why ſatr'ſt thou like an enemy in wait, 
Here watching at the head of theſe that ſleep? 
Know ye not then, ſaid Satan, fill'd with ſcorn , 
Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 
Fot you, there ſitting where ye durſt not ſoar ; 
Not to know me argues yourſelves unknown , 
The loweſt of your throng ; or if ye know, 
Why ask ye , and ſuperfluous begin 
Your meſlage, like ro end as much ia yain? 
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Te whom thus Z ephon, anſw'ring ſcorn with ſcorn. 
Think not, revolted ſpi'rir, thy shape the ſame, 
Or undiminish'd brightneſs to be known , | 
As when thou ſtood'ſt in heav'n upright and pure | 
That glory then, when thou no more waſt good, | 
Depatted from thee? ; and thou reſembleſt now | 
Thy fin and place of doom obſcure and foul. 
Bur come, for thou, be ſure, shalt give account 
To him who ſent us, whoſe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and theſe from harm. 

So ſpake the Cherub and his grave rebuke, 

evere in youthful beauty, added grace 

Invincible: abash'd the devil ſtood , 4 £ 
And felr how awful goodneſs is, and ſaw | 
Virtue? in her shape how lovely; ſaw, and pin'd 
His loſs; but chiefly to find here obſery'd 
His luſtre viſibly impair'd ; yer ſeem'd 
Undaunted. It I rauſt concend , ſaid he, 
Beſt with the beſt, the ſender nor the ſent, | 
Or all at once, more glory will be won, | 
Or leſs be loſt. Thy fear, ſaid Zephon bold, | | 
Will ſave us trial what the leaſt can do | EY 9 
Single againſt thee wicked, and thence weak. | | 

The fiend reply'd not, overcome with rage; 
Bur like a proud ſteed rein'd , went haughty on, | : 
Champing his iron curb : to ſtrive or fly | 4 
He held it vain; awe from above had quell'd | 
His heart, not elſe diſmay'd. Now drew they nigh 
The weſtern point, where thoſe half-rounding guards 
Juſt met, and cloſing ſtood in ſquadron join'd , oF 
| F uj ; | Ty 
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126 PARADISE LOST, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief, 
Gabriel from the front thus call'd aloud, 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Haſting this way, and now by glimpſe diſcern 
Ithuricl and Zephon through the shade; 

And with them comes a thicd of regal port, 
Bur faded ſplendor wan; who by his gair 

And fierce demeanour feems the prince of hell, 
Not likely to part hence without conteſt; 

Stand fitm, for in his look defiance louts. 

He ſcarce had ended, when thoſe two approach'd, 
An brief related whom they brought, where found, 
How buſied, in what form and poſtute couch'd. 

To whom with ſtern regard thus Gabriel ſpake. 
Why haſt thou, Satan, broke the bounds preſcrib'd 
To thy tran'grellions , and diſturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranſgteſs 
By thy example, bur have pow'r and right 
To queſtion thy bold entrance on this place; 
Ernwmloy'd, it ſcems, to violate ſl::p, and thoſe 
Wuoſe dwelling God hath planted here in bliſs ? 

To whom thus Satan with conrempruvous brow. 
Gabriel, thou hadſt in heay'n th' eſteem of wiſe, 
And ſuch 1 held thee; but this queſtion ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain? 
V0 would nor, finding way, break looſe from hell, 


Though chither doom'd ? Thou would'ſt thyſelf, no doubt, 


And boldly venture to xhatever place 
Farthelt from pain, where thou mightꝰſt hope to change 
Torment with caſe, and ſooneſt recompenſe 
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Dole with delight, which in this place I ſought; 
To thee no reaſon , who know'ſt only good, 
Burt evil haſt not try'd : and wilt object 
His will who bound us? let him furer bar 
His iron gates, if he intends our ſtay 
In that dark durance : thus much what was ask'd. ; 
The reſt is true, they found me where they ſay; | 
Bur tliat implies not vicl:nce ot harm. 

Thus he in ſcorn. The warlike angel mov'd, 


Diſdainfully half ſmiling, thus reply'd. 

O loſs of one in heav'n to judge of wiſe, 

since Satan fell, whom folly ovetthrew , 

And now returns him from his priton ſcap'd, 

Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wiſe 5 
Or not, who ask what boldneſs brought him hithes 
Unlicenc'd from his bounds in hell preſcrib'd; 

go wiſe he ju ges it ro fly from pain 
However, and to ſcape his punishment. | 
so judge thou ſtill, preſumpruous, till che wrath, 

Which thou incutr'ſt by flying, meet thy flight 


Sev*nfold, and ſcourge that wiſdom back to hell, . 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain . 174 
Can equal anger infinite provok'd. | | 


But wherefore thou alone? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke lcoſe ? is pain to them 
Lcis pain, leſs to be fled? or thou than they 
Leſs hardy to en4ure ? courageous chief, 
Tie hrſt in flight from pain, hadſt thou alledg'd 
To thy deſerted hoſt this cauſe of flight, 
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128 PARADISE LOST. 
Thou ſurely hadſt not come ſole fugitive. 

To which the fiend thus anſwer'd , frowning ſtern, 
Not that I leſs endure, or shrink from pain, 
Inſulting angel; well thou know'ſt I ſtood 
Thy fietre:ſt, when in battel to thy aid 
The blaſting vollied thunder made all ſpeed , 
And ſeconded thy elſe not dreaded ſpear, 

Bu: ſtill thy words at random, as before , 
Argue thy inexperience what behoves 

From hard aſſays and ill ſueceſſes paſt. 

A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himſelf untry'd : 
I therefore, I alone firſt underrook 

To wing the deſolare abyſs, and ſpy 

This new creared world , whereof in hell 
Fame is not ſilent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afflicted pow'rs 

To ſettle here on earth, or in mid air; 
Though for poſſeſſion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare againſt 
Whoſe eaſier buſineſs were to ſerve their Lord 
High up in heav'n, with ſongs ro hymn his throne g 
And practis'd diſtances to cringe , not fight. 

To whom the warrior angel ſoon reply'd. 

To ſay and ſtrait unſay, pretending firſt 
Wiſe to fly pain, profeſſing next the ſpy , 
Argues no leader, bur a liar trac'd, 

Satan, and couldſt thou fairhful add? O name, 
O ſacred name of faichfulneſs profan'd! 
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Faithful to whom: to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of fiends, fir body to fit head. 
Was this your diſcipline, and faith engag'd, | 
Your military obedience, to diſſolve, 
Allegiance to th* acknowl:dg'd Pow'r ſupreme ? 
And thou, ſly hypocrite , who now wouldſt ſeem 
Patron of liberty , who more than thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd, and ſervily ador'd 
Heav'n's awful Monarch? wherefore , but in hope 
To diſpoſſeſs him, and thyſelf to reign ? 
Bur mark what I arreed thee now, Avant; 
Fly chither whence thou fledſt : if from this hour 
Within theſe hallow'd limits thou appear, 
Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chain'd, 
And ſeal thee ſo, as henceforth nor to ſcorn 
The facile gates of hell roo ſlightly barr'd. 
So threaren'd he; bur Satan to no threats 
Cave heed, bur waxing more in rage, reply'd. 
Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 
Proud limitary Cherub , bur ere then 
Fat heavier load thyſclf expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though heav'n's king 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Us'd to the yoke , draw'ſt his triumphant wheels 
In progreſs through the road of heav'n ſar-pav'd, 
While thus he ſpake, th' angelic ſ quadron brighs 
Turn'd fiery red, sharp'ning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began ro hem him round 
Vith ported ſpears, as thick as when a field 
| | | Fy 
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130 PARADISE LOST. 

Of Ceres ripe for harveſt waving bends 

Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them; the careful plowman doubring ſtands, 
Leſt on the threshing-floor his hopeful sheaves 
Prove chaff. On th' other (ide, Satan alarm'd , 
Collecting all his might, dilated ſtood , 

Like Teneriff or Atlas unremov'd : 

His ſtature reach'd the sky, and on his creſt 

Sat Horror plum'd; nor wanted in his graſp 

What ſeem'd both ſpear and shield Now dreadful dec; 
Might have enſu'd, nor only Paradiſe 

In this commotion, bur the ſtarry cope 

Of heav'n perhaps, or all the elements, 

Ar leaſt had gone to wrack , diſturb'd and torn 
With violence of this conflict, had not ſoon 

Th' Eternal, to prevent ſuch horrid fray , 

Hung forth in heav'n his golden ſcales, yer ſeen 
Betwixt Aſtrea and the Scorpion ſign, 

herein all things created fir ſt he weigh'd , 

The pendulous round earth with balanc'd air 

ln counterpoiſe , now ponders all events, 

Battles and realms : in theſe he put two weights, 
The ſequel each of parting and of fight; 

The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam; 
Which Gabriel ſpying, thus beſpake the fiend. 
Satan, I know thy ſtrenghr, and thou know'ſt mine; 

"7-ither our own, bur giv'n ; what folly then 

co beaſt what arms can do? ſince thine no more 
Than acay'n permits, not mine, though doubled now 
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To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 
And read thy lot in you celeſtial ſign, 
Where thou art weigh'd,and chown how light, how weak, 
If thou reſiſt. The fien] look'd up, and knew 
His mounted ſcale aloft : nor more; bur fled 
Murm'ring , and with him fled the shades of night. 


The end of the fourth book. 
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Tus ARGUMENT 


or Book V. 


Morning approach d, Eve relates to Adam her 
troubleſome dream ; he likes it not, yet comforts 
her: they come forth to their day-labours: their 
morning hy mn at the door of their bower. God, 
to render man inexcuſable , ſends Raphael to 
admonish him of his obedience, of his free 
eſtate , of his enemy near at hand, who he is, 
and why his enemy, and whatever elſe may 
avail Adam to know. Raphael comes down to 
Paradiſe, his appearance Teſerib's his coming 
diſcern'd by Adam afar off fitting at the door 
of his bower; he goes out to meet him, 
brings him to his lodge, entertains him with 
the 3 fruits of Paradiſe got together by 
Eve; their diſcourſe at table: Raphael performs 
his meſſage, minds Adam of his ſtate and of 
his enemy; relates, at Adam's requeſt , who 
that enemy is, and how he came to be ſo, 
beginning from his firſt revolt in heaven, and 
the occaſion thereof; how he drew his legions 
after him to the parts of the north, and there 
incited them to rebel with him, perſuading all 
But only Abdiel a Seraph, Who in argument 
diſſuades and oppoſes him, then forſakes 
him. 


PARADISE LOST. 


BOOK V. 


N ow morn, her roſy ſteps in th' eaſtern clime 
Advancing , ſow'd the earth with orient pearl, 

When Adam wak'd; ſo cuſtom'd; for his ſleep 

Was airy light from pure digeſtion bred , 

And temp'rate vapours bland , which th' only ſound 

Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora's fan , | 
Lightly difpers'd . and the shrill martin ſong f 
Of birds on every bough ; ſo much the more 

His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve 

With treſſes diſcompos'd, and glowing cheek , 

As through unquiet reſt : he, on his fide 

Leaning half rais'd , with looks of cordial loye 

Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 

Beauty, which, whether waking or aſleep, 4 
Shot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice 

Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes , 

Her hand ſoft touching, whiſper'd thus. Awake, 

My faireſt, my eſpous'd, my lateſt found, 

Heav'n's laſt beſt gift, my ever-new delight, 

Awake: the morning shines, and the fresh field 

Calls us; we loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 

Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, 


hat drops the myrth, and what che balmy reed, 
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134 PARADISE LOST. 
How nature paints her colours , how the bee 
Sirs on the bloom extracting liquid ſweet. 

Such whiſp'ring wak'd her , bur with ſtartled eye 
On Adam; whom embracing , thus she ſpake. 

O ſol: in whom my thoughts find all repoſe, 
My glory, my perfection, glad I ſee 
Thy face, and morn return'd; for I this night 
(Such night till this I never paſs'd ) have dream'd, 
If dream'd, not, as I oft am wont, of thee, 
Works of day paſt, or morrow's next deſign 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkſome night: methought 
Cloſe at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
Wich gentle voice; I thought ir thine: ir ſaid, 
Why ſleep'ſt thou Eve? now is the pleaſant time, 
Th- cool, th: ſilent, ſave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 
Tunes ſweeteſt his love-labour'd ſong ; now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing light 
Shadowy ſets oft the face of things; in vain, 
If none regard : heav'n wakes with all his eyes; 
Whom to behold bur thee, Nature's deſire? 
In whefe fight all things joy, with ravishment 
Attracted by thy beauty ſtill to gaze. 
I roſe as at thy call, but found thee not; 
To find thee I directed then my walk; 
And on, methought, alone I pa's'd, through ways 
That brought me on a ſu den to the tree 
Of interdicteſ knowledge : fair it ſeem'd, 
Much fairer ro my fancy than by day: 


Boox V. 135 
Ard as I wond'ring look'd, beſide it ſtood 
One shap'd and wing'd like one of thoſe from heay'n 
By us oft ſeen ; his dewy locks diſtill'd 
Ambroſia z on chat tree he alſo gaz'd ; 
And O fair plant, ſai:! he, with fruit ſurcharg'd, 
Deigns none to eaſe thy load, and taſte thy ſweer , 
Nor God, nor man ? Is knowledge fo d:ſpis'd? 
Or envy”, or what reſerve forbids to taſte ? 
Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 
Longer thy offer'd good; why elſe fer here? | 
This fail, he paus'd not, but with venr'rous arm 
He pluck'd, he taſted : me damp horror chi:l'd 
At ſuch bold words vouch'd with a deed ſo bold. 
Bur he thus overjoy'd, O fruit divine, 
Sweet of thyfelf, but much more ſweet thus cropt 
Forbidden here, it ſeems, as only fit 
For gods, yet able ro make gods of men: 
And wby nor go1s of men, fince good, the more 
Communicured,, more abundant grows, 
The author not impair'd, but honout'd more? 
Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 
Partake thou alſo; happy though thou art, 
Happier thou may'ſt be, worchier canſt not be: 
"Tatts this, and be henceforth among tu gods, 
Thyſelf a goddeſs, not to earth confin'd, 
Eur: lometimes in the air, as we; ſometimes 
Aſcend to heav'n, by merit thine, and ſee 
V/nar life the gods live there, and ſuch live thou. 
So ſaying , he drew nigh , and ro me held, 
E% n to my mouth; of that ſame fruit held part 
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136 PARADISE LOST, 
Which he had pluck'd ; the pleaſant ſavoury ſmell 
So quicken'd appetite, that I, methought, 
Could not bur taſte. Forthwith up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The earth ourſtretch'd immenſe , a proſpe& wide 
And various: wond”ring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation; ſuddenly 
My guide was gone, and I, methought, ſunk down , 
And fell aſlcep : bur O how glad I wak'd, 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her night 
Related, and thus Adam anſwer'd ſad. 

Beſt image of myſelf, and dearet half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in ſleep 
Aﬀetts me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil ſprung, I feat: 
Yer evil whence? in thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know, that in the ſoul 


Are many leſſer faculties, that ſerve 


Reaſon as chief : among theſe Fancy next 

Her office holds; of all external things, 
Which the five watchful ſenſes repreſenr , 

She forms imaginations , airy shapes, 

Which reaſon joining or disjoining , frames 
All what we” affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion; then retires 

Into her private cell, when nature reſts. 

Oft in her abſence mimic fancy wakes 

To imitate her; bur misjoining shapes, 

Wild work produces oft, and moſt in dreams, 
Ill matching words and deeds long paſt or late. 
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some ſuch reſcmblances, methinks, I find 
Of our laſt evening's talk, in this thy dream; 
Bur with addition ftrang2; yet be not ſad. 
Evil into the mind of God or man 
May come aud go, fo unapprov'd, and leave 
No ſpot or blame behind: which gives me hope 
That u hat in ſleep thou didſt abhor to dream, 
Waking thou never vilt conſent to do. 
Be not dishearten'd then, nor cloud thoſe looks, 
That wont to be more chearful and ſerene, 
Than when fair morning firſt ſmiles on the world 
And ler us to our fresh employmears riſe , 
Among the groves, the fountains , and the low'cs 
That open now their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells, 
Reſerv'd from night, and kept for thee in ſtore, 

So chear'd he his fait ſpouſe, and she was chear'd ; 
But ſilently a gentle tear let fall 
From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair; 
Two other precious drops that ready ſtood , 

Each in their cryſtal fluce, he ere they fell 
Kiſs'd , as the gracious ſigns of ſweet remorſe, 
And pious awe , that fear'd to have offended. 

So all fas clear d, and to the field they haſte, 
Bur firſt, from under shady arbo'rous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day ſpring , and the ſun, who ſcarce up ris'n , 
Wich wheels yer hov'ring.o'er the ocean-btim , 
Shot parallel ro the earth his dewy ray, 
Diſcovering in wide landskip all the eaſt 
Of Paradiſe and Eden's happy plains , 
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138 PARADISE LOST, 

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

Their oti'ons, each mornin, duly paid 

In various ſtyle; for neither various ſtyle, 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praiſe 

Their Maker, in fit ſtrains pronounc'd, or ſung 

Unmeditated, ſuch prompt eloquence 

Flow'd from their lips, in proſe or numerous verſe , 

More tuneable than needed lure or harp 

To add more ſweetneſs: and they thus began. 
Theſe are thy glotious works ; Parent of good 

Almighty, thine this univerſal frame, 4: 


Thus wondrous fair; thyſelf how wondrous then! 


Unſpeakable, who ſitt'ſt above theſe heav'ns, 


To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 


In theſe thy loweſt wor ks; yet theſe declare 

Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
Speak ye who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 
Augels; for ye behold him, and with ſongs 

And choral ſymphonies, day without night, 
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in heav'n, 

On earth join all ye creatures to extol 

Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without end. 
Faireſt of ſtars, laſt in the train of night, 

If bettet thou belong not to the dawn, 

Sure pledge of day, that crown'ſt the ſmiling morn, 
Wirth thy bright circler, praiſe him in thy ſphere, 
While day ariſes, that ſweer hour of prime. 
Thou ſun , of this great world both eye and ſoul, 
Acknowledge him thy greater; ſound his praiſe 
In thy eternal courſe , both when thou climb'ſt » 
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And when high noon haſt gain'd, and when thou fall ſt. 
Moon, that now meer'{t the orient ſun, now fly'ſt 
With the fix'd ſtars, fix'd in their orb that flies 
And ye five other wand'ring fires that move 
ln myſtic dance not withour ſong, reſound 
His praiſe , who out of darkneſs cali'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements, the cldeft birth 
Oi Nature's womb d, that in quaternion run 
Perp<rual circle; multiform; and mix, 
And nourich all things; let your ccaſeleſs change 
Vary to our great Maker ſtill new praiſe, 
Ye miſts and exhalations that now riſe 
From hill or ſteaming lake, dusky or gray, 
Tili the tun Aged fleecing skirts with gold, 
In honour to the world's great Aurhor riſo, 
»ncolour'd sky, 


» 


Wn ther ro deck with clouds th 
Or wer the thirſty carth with falling show'rs, 
Filing or falling {ill advance hie praiſe. 
His praiſe, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, 
Breathe ſoft or loud; an l wave your tops, ye pines, 
Wich every plant, in ſign of worship wave. 
Fountains, and ye, that warble, as ye flows 
Melodious murmurs, warbling zune his praiſe, 
Join voic.s all ye living ſoal ; 5. birds , 
That ſi ging up to heaven-cate alcend, 
Brat on Ss wings aud in your notes hi- coral 

e that in war-rs glide, and y- tha walk 
The earth, and acely rread , or low!y creep 
2Wirn: ſs it I be ſilent, morn or even, 
To hill, or valley, fountain, or freak shade, 
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140 PARADISE LOST. 
Made vocal by my ſong , and taught his praiſe, 
Hail univerſal Lord, be bounteous ſtill 
To give us only good ; and if the nighr 
Have gather'd ought of evil, or conceal'd , 
Diſperſe it, as now light diſpels the dark. 

So pray'd they innocent, and to their thought: 
Firm peace recover'd ſoon , and wonted calm. 


On to their morning's rural work they haſte , 


Among ſweer dews and flow'rs ; where any row 

Of fruit-rrees over-woody reach'd too far 

Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check 

Fruitleſs embraces ; or they led the vine 

To wed her elm; he ſpous'd about him twines 

Her marriageable arms , and with her brings 

Her dow'r, th' adopted cluſters, to adorn 

His barren leaves. Them thus employ'd beheld 

With piry heav'n's high King, and to him call'd 

Raphael, the ſociable ſpi'rir, that deign'd 

To travel with Tobias, and ſecur'd 

His marriage with the ſev'ntimes-wedded maid. 
Raphael, ſaid he, thou hear'ſt what ſtir on earth 

Satan , from hell ſcap'd through the darkſome gulf, 

Hath rais'd in Paradiſe, and how diſturb'd 

This night the human pair, how he deſigns 

In them at once to ruin all mankind, 

Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 

Converſe with Adam, in what bow'r or shade 

Thou find'ſt him from the heat of noon retir'd, 

To teſpite his day-labour with repaſt , 

Or with repoſe ; and ſuch diſcourſe bring on- 
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As may adviſe him of his happy ſtate, 
Happineſs in his pow'r left free to will, 
Left to his own free will; his will though free, 
Yer mutable : whence warn him to beware 
He ſwerve not too ſecure. Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom; what enemy, 
Late fall'n himſelf from heav'n, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like ſtare of bliſs : 
By violence? no, for that shall be withſtood ; 
Bur by deceit and lies: this let him know, 
Leſt wilfully trangteſſing he pretend 
Surpriſal, unadmonish'd , unforewarn'd. 

So ſpake th” eternal Father and tulfill'd 
All juſtice : nor delay'd the winged ſaint 
After his charge receiv'd ; but from among 
Thouſand celeſtial Ardors, where he ſtood 
VeiPd with his gorgeous wings , up ſpringing light 
Flew through the midſt of heay'n ; th' angelic quires, 
On each hand parting, to his ſpeed gave way 
Through all th* empyreal road; till at the gate 
Of heav'n artiv'd, the gate ſelf-open'd wide, 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 
Divine the ſoy'reign Architect had fram'd. 
From hence, no cloud, or, to obſtruct his ſight, 
Star interpos'd, however ſmall, he ſees, 
Nor unconform to other shining globes , 
Earth, and the gard'n of God, with cedars crown'd 
Above all hills. As when by night the glaſs 
Of Galileo, leſs aſſur'd, obſerves 


Imagin'd lands and regions in the moon; 
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142 PARADISE LOST. 

Or pilot, from amidſt the Cyclades, 

Delos or Samos firit appearing , kens 

A cloudy por. Down thither prone in flight 

He ſpeeds, and through the vaſt ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds , with ſteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air; till within ſoar 

Of tow'ring eag'cs, to' all the fowls he ſcems 

A Phenix , gaz'd by all, as that ſole bird, 

When to inshrine his reliques ia che ſun's 

Bright temple, to Egyprian Thebes he flies. 

At once on th' eaſtern cliff of Paradiſe 

He lighrs, and to his proper shape returus , 

A Seraph wing'd : {ix wings he wore, to shade 

His line aments divine; the pair that clad 

Zach shoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breaſt 
Wirh regal ornament; the middle pair 

Girt lik- a ſtarry zone his waiſt, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold, 
And colours dipt in heav'n; the third his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with feathet'd mail, 
Sky-tiuctur'd grain. Like Maia's ſon he ſtood , 


* 


And shook his plumes, that heav*nly fragrance fill'd 


The circuit wi le. Strait knew him all the bands 

Of angels under watch ; and to his ſtate, 

And to his mellage high, in honour riſ: 

For on ſome meſſage high they gueſs d him bound. 
Their glitt'ring rears he paſs'd, and now is come 
Into the bliſsful field, through groves of myrth , 
And flow'ring odours , caſſia, nard and balm ; 
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& wilderneſs of ſweets, for nature here 
Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 
Het virgin fancies, pouring forth more ſweet , 
Wild above rule or art; enormous bliſs. 
Him through tlie ſpicy foreſt onward come 
Adam diſcern'd, as in the door he ſar 
Of his cool bow'r, while now the mounted ſun 
Shot down direct his fervid rays to warm 
Earth's immoſt womb, more warmth than Adam needs; 
And Eve within, due at her hour, prepar'd 
For dinner ſavoury fruits, of taſte to pleaſe 
True appetite, and not diſrelish thirſt 
Of necta'rous draughts between, from milky ſtream, 
Berry or grape : to whom thus Adam call'd, 

Haſte hither Eve, and worth thy tight behold 
Eaſtward among thoſe trees, what glorious shape 
Comes this way moving; ſeems another morn 
Ris'n on mid-noon; ſome great beheſt from heay'a 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchſafe 
This day to be our gueſt. But go with ſpecd , 

And what thy ſtores contain, bring forth, and pour 
Abundance, fit ro honour and reccive 

Our heav'nly ſtranger : well we may afford 

Our givers their own gifts, and large beſtow 

From large beſtow'd , where Nature multiplies 

Her fertile grouth, and by disburd'ning grows. 
More fruitful, which inſtructs us nor to ſpare. 

To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's hallow'd mold, 
Of God inſpir'd, ſmall ſtore will ſerve, where ſtore , 
All ſcaſons, ripe for uſe hangs on the ſtalk 3 
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PARADISE LOST. 
Save what by frugal ſtoring firmneſs gains 
To nourish, and ſuperfluous moiſt conſumes 2 
But I will haſte, and from each bough an brake , 
Each plant and jucieſt gourd , will pluck ſuch choice 
To entertain our angel-gueſt, as he 
Beholding shall confeſs, that here on earth 
God hath diſpens'd his bounties as in heav'n. 
So ſaying , with diſpatchful looks in haſte 
She turns, on hoſpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chuſe fot delicacy beſt, 
What order, ſo contriv'd as not to mix 
Taſtes, not well join'd, inelegant, bur bring 
Taſte after taſte upheld with kindlieſt change; 
Beſtirs her then, and from each tender ſtalk 
Whatever Earth, all- bearing mother, yields 
In India Eaſt or Weſt, ot middle shore, 
In Pontus, or the Punic coaſt, or where, 
Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or ſmooth rin'd , or bearded husk , or shell, 
She gathers , rribure large , and on the board 
Heaps with unſparing hand; for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffenſive muſt , and meaths 
From many a berry”, and from ſweet kernels preſs'd 
She rempers dulcer creams ; nor theſe to hold 
Wants her fit veſſels pure; then ſtrows the ground 
With roſe and odours from the shrub unfum'd. 
Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet 
His god-like gueſt , walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied than with his own compleat 


Perfections; in himſelf was all his tate , 


lin 


{ore 
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More ſolemu than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princes, whea theit rich tetinue long 
Of horſes led, and grooms beſmear'd with gold, 


Pazzles the croud , and ſets them all agape. 


Neatet his preſcnce Adam, though not aw'd , 
vet with ſubmiſs approach and reverence? meck , 
As to' a ſuperior nature, bowing low, 

Thus ſaid. Native of heav'n , for other place 
None can than heav'n ſuch glorious shape contain; 
Since by deſcending from the thrones above, 
Thoſe happy places thou haſt deign'd a while 

To want, and honour theſe, vouchſafe with us 
Two' only, who yet by ſov'reign giſt poſſeſs 
This ſpacious ground, in yonder shady bow'r 
To reſt, and hat the garden choiceſt bears 

To fit and taſte, till this meridian heat 

Be over , and the ſun more cool decline. 

Whom thus th' angelic Virtu: anſwet'd mild. 
Adam, I therefore came; nor art thou ſuch 
Created, or ſuch place haſt here to dwell , 

As may not oft invite, though ſpi'rics of h-ay'n , 
To vilit chee: lead on then where thy bow'r 
O'ershad es; for theſe mid-hours, till ev'ning riſe, | 
have at will. So to the ſylvan lodge 


They came, that like Pomona's arbour ſmil'd , 
With flow'rets deck*d , and fragrant ſmells, bur Eve 
Undeck'd fave with herſelf, more lovely fair 

Tran wood-Nymph , or che faireſt Goddeſs feign'd 
O! chree that in mount Ida naked ſtrove, 

Stood ro” entertain her gueſt from heay'n ; no veil 
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146 PaRADISE LOST. 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the angel Hail 
ke ſtow'd, the holy ſalutation us'd 
Long after to bleſs'd Mary , ſecond Eve. 
Hail morher of mankind , whoſe fruitful womb 
Shall fill che world more numerous with thy ſons, 
Than with theſe various fruits the trees of God 
Have heap'd this table. Rais'd of gtaſſy turf 
Their table was, and moſly ſeats had round; 
And on her ample ſquare from fide ro fide 
All autumn pil'd , though ſpring and autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while diſcourſe they hold; 
No fear leſt dinner cool; when thus began 
Our author. Heav'nly ſtranger, pleaſe to caſte 
i Thefe bountics , which our Nourisher , from whom 
All perfe& good , unmeaſur'd our, deſcends, 
| To us for food and for delight hath caus'd 
al The earth to yield; unſavoury food perhaps 
' To ſpiricual natures; only this I know , 
Thar one celeſtial Father gives to all. 
To whom the angel. Therefore what he gives 
( Whoſe praiſe be ever ſung) to man in part 
Spiritual, may of pureſt ſpi'rits be found 
No” ingrateful food: and food alike thoſe pure 
Intelligential ſubſtances require, 
As doth your rational; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 
Of ſenſe , whereby they hear, ſee, ſmell, touch, taſte, 
Taſting concoct, digeſt, aſſimilate, 
And corporeal to incorporeal curn, 
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For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be ſuſtain'd and fed: of elements, 
The groſſer feeds the purer, earth the ſea , 
Earth and the ſca feed air, th: air thoſe hres 
Ethereal, aud as loweſt, firſt the moon; 
Whence in her viſage round thoſe ſpots, unpurg'4 
Vapours not yet into her ſubſtance turn'd. 
Nor doth the moon no nout ishment exhale 
From her moiſt continent to higher orbs. 
Th: ſun, that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his alimental recompenſe, 
In humid exhalations, and at ev'n 
Sups with the ocean. Though in h:av'n the trees 
Of life ambtoſial fruitage beat, and vines 
vield nectar; though from off the boughs each mora 
We bruch mellifluous dews, and find the ground 
Cover'd with pearly gtain; yet God hath here 
Varied his bounty ſo with new delights, 
As may compare with heaven, and to taſte 
Think nor I shall be nice. So down they ſat, 
And to their viands fell: nor ſeemingly 
The angel, nor in miſt, the common gloſs 
Of Theologiaus z bur with keen diſparch 
Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 
To tranſubſtantiate: what redouuds, tranſpires 
Through ſpi'rirs wich eaſe z nor wonder; it by tire 
Of ſooty coal th* empiric alchemiſt | 
Can turn, or holds it poilible ro turn, 
Metals of droſlieſt ore to perfect gold, 
As trom the mine. Mean while at table Eve 
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143 PARADISE LOST. 
Miniſter'd naked, and their flowing cups 
Wirth pleaſant liquors crow'nd. O innocence 
Deſerving Paradiſe ! if ever, then, 
Then had the ſons of God excuſe to* have been 
Enamour'd at that ſight; bur ia thoſe hearts 
Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealouſy 
Was underſtood , the injur'd lover's hell. 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had ſuffic'd, 
Not burden'd nature, ſudden mind aroſe 
In Adam, not to let th' occaſion pals 
Civ'n him by this great conference, to know 
Ot things above his world „and of their be'ing 
Who duell in heav'n, whoſe excellenc: he ſaw 
Tranſcend his own fo far, whoſe radiant forms, 
Divine effulgence, whoſe high pow'r ſo far 
Exceeded human: and his wary ſpeech 
Thus to th? empyreal miniſter he fram'd. 
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Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour. in this honour done to man 
Under whotc lowly root thou haſt vouchſat*4 
To enter, and theſe earthly fruits to raſte , 
Food not of angels, yet accepted ſo, 
As that more willingly chou coul 1ſt not ſeem 
At hea'n's high fealis to have fed: yer what compate! 
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To whom the winged Hierar-ch reply'd. 
O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
All thi::gs proczed, and up to him return, 
If not depray'd from good; created all 
Such to pertection , ons hrit matter all, 
Endu'd with vatious forme, various degrees 
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bf ſubſtance, and in things that live, of life; 
Bur more refin'd , more ſpirituous, and pute, 
As nearer to him plac'd, or nearer tending, 
Fach in their ſeveral active ſpheres aflign'd, 
Till body up to ſpitit work, in bounds 
' Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 
Springs lighter the green ſtalk, from thence the leaves 
More airy, laſt the bright conſummate flow'r 
Spirits odorous breathes : flow'rs , and their fruit, 
Man's nourichment, by gradual ſcale ſublim'd, 
To vital ſpi'rits aſpire, to animal, 

To intellectual; give both life and ſenſe , 
Fancy and underſtanding; whence the ſoul 
Reaſon receives, and reaſon is her being, 
Diſcurſive, or intuitive: diſcourſe 

Is ofteſt yours, the latter molt is ours, 
Dif'ring but in degree, of kind the ſame, 
Wonder not then , what God for you ſaw good 
If I refuſe not, but convert, as you, 

To proper ſubſtance. Time may come, when men 
Wich angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient di'et, nor too light fare; 

And from theſe corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at laſt turn all to ſpi'rit, 
Improv'd by tract of time, and wing'd aſcend 
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 

Here or in heav'nly Paradiſes dwell; 

If ye be found bedient, and retain 
Una'terably firm his love entire, 

_ Whoſe progeny you are. Mean while enjoy 
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150 PARADISE LOST. 
Your fill what happineſs this happy ſtate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 

To whom the patriarch of mankind reply'd. 
O favourable ſpi'rir , propitious gueſt , 

Well haſt thou taught the way that might dir:& 
Our knowledge, and the ſcale of nature ſer 
From center ro circumference , whereon a 

In contemplation of created things, 

By ſteps we may aſcend to God. But ſay, 

What meant that caution join'd, If ye be found 
Obedient? Can we want obedience then 

To him, ot poſſibly his love deſert, 

Who form'd us from the duſt, and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmoſt meaſure of what bliſs 

Human deſires can ſeek or apprehend ? 

To whom the angel. Sou of heav'n and earth, 
Arrend. That thou art happy, owe to God 
That thou continu'ſt ſuch, owe to thyſelf, 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein ſtand. 

This was that caution giv'n thee; be advis'd. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable; 

And good he made thee, but to perſevere 
He left it in thy pow'r; ordain'd thy will 

By nature free, not over-rul'd by fate 
Inextricable , or ſtrict neceſſity: 

Our voluntary ſervice he requires, 

Not our neceſſitated; ſuch with him 

Finds no acceptance, nor can fiud; for how 
Can hearts, nor free, be try'd whether they ſ:rve. 
Willing or no, who will bur what they muſt 
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By deſtiny , and can no other chuſe ? 
Myſelf, and all th angelic hoſt, that ſtand 
In ſight of God enchron'd , our happy ſtare 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds 
On other ſurety none: freely we ſerve, 
Becauſe we freely love; as in our will 
To love or not, in this we ſtand or fall: 
And ſome are fall'n, ro diſobedience fall'n , 
And ſo from heav'n to deepeſt hell; O fall 
From what high ſtare of bliſs into what woe ! 

To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 
Divine inſtructor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic ſongs by night from neighb'ring hills. 
Aercal muſic ſend : nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free; 
Yer that we never shall forget to love 
Our Maker, and obey him whoſe command 
Single is yer ſo juſt, my conſtant thoughts 
Aſſur'd me”, and (till aſſure: though what thou tell'ſt 
Hath paſs'd in heav'n, ſome doubt within me move, 
Bur more defire to hear, if thou conſent, 
The full relation; which mult needs be ſtrange , 
Worthy of ſacred ſilence to be heard: 
And we have yet large day; for ſcarce the ſun 
Hath finish'd half his journey”, and ſcarce begins 
His other halt in the great zone of heay'n. 

Thus Adam made requeſt; and Raphael, 
After shott pauſe aſſenting, thus began. 

High matter thou injoin'ſt me“, O prime of men, 
Giy 
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Sad task, and hard : for how shall I telate 

To human ſenſe th' inviſible exploits 

Of warting ſpirits? how without remorſe 

The ruin of ſo many glorious once 

And perfect while they ſtood ? how laſt unfold 

The ſecrets of another world, perhaps 

Not lawful to reveal? Yet for thy good 

This is diſpeny'd ; and what ſurmounts the reach 

Of human ſenſe , I shall delineate ſo, 

By likening ſpititual to corporal forms, 

As may expreſs them beſt ; though whar if carth 

Be but th2 :hadow? of heav'n, and things therein 

Each to other like , more than on eatth is thought? 
As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 

Reign'd where theſe heav'ns now roll, wvhete earth now rcft; 

Upon har centre pois'd; when on a day 

(For time, though in eternity, apply'd 

To motion, meaſures all things durable 

By preſent, paſt, and future) on ſuch day 

As heav'n's great year brings forth, th' empyreal hoſt 

Of angels, by imperial ſummons call'd , 

Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 

Forthwith, from all the ends of heav'n, appear'd 

Under their hierarchs in orders bright: 

Ten thouſand thouſand enſigns high adyanc'd , 

Standards and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 

Stream in the air, aud for diſtinction ſerye 

Of hierarchies, of orders, aud degrees; 

Or ia their glict'riayg tiſſues bear imblaz'd 

Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love 


BOOK V. 153 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuir inexpreſlible they ſtood , 
Orb within orb, the Father infinite, 
By whom in bliſs imboſom'd ſar the Son, 
Amidſt as from a flaming mount, who'e top 
Brightneſs had made inviſible, thus ſpake. 

Hear all ye angels, progeny of light, 

Thrones, dominations, Princedoms, virtues, pow'rs, 
Hear my decree, which unrevok'd shall ſtand. 
This day I have begot whom 1 declare 

My only Son, and on this holy hill 

Him have anointed , wham ye now bchold 

At my right hand; your head I him appoint; 
And by myſelf have ſworn , to him shall bow 

All knees in heav'n, and shall confeſs him Lord: 
Under his great vice-gerent reign abide 

United as on: individual ſoul, 

For ever happy: him who diſobeys, 

Me diſobeys, breaks union, and that day 

Caſt out from God and bleſſed viſion , falls 

Into' utter darkneſs, deep ingulf d, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption , without end. 

So ſpike th* Omnipotent, and with his words 
All ſeem'd weil pleas'd; all ſeem'd, but were not all. 
That day, as other ſolemn days, they ſpent 
In ſong and dance about the ſacred hill; 

Myſtical dance, which yonder ſtarry ſpherce. 
Of planers, and of fix'd, in all her wheels 
Reſenibles nearc!t, mazes intricate, 

Lecenttic, latetyoly'd , yet regular 
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174 PARADISE LOST. 
Then moſt, when molt irregular they ſeem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine 

So ſmooths her charming tones, that God's own ear 
Liſtens delighred. Ev'ning now approach'd , 
(For we have alſo” our ev'ning and our morn, 
We ors for change delectable, not need); 
Forthwith from dance to ſweet repaſt they tutn 
D-firous; all in circles as they ſtood , 

Tables are fer, and on a ſudden pil'd 

With angels food, and rubicd nectar flows, 
In pearl, in diamond, and maſſy gold; 

Fruit of de icious vines, the growth of hieav'n. 


On flow'rs re pos'd, and with fresh flow'rets crown'd, 


They eat, they drink, and in communion ſweet 
QuaT immortality and joy, ſecure 

Of ſurfeit, where full meaſure only bounds 

Exceſs, before th' all-bounteous King, who chow'r'd 
Vith copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 

Now when ambtoſial night, with clouds exhal'd 
From that high mount of God,whence light and shade 
Spring both, the ſace of brighteſt heav'n had chang'd 
To grateful twilight, (for night comes not there 
In dark-r veil), and roſeate deus diſpos'd 

All but th' unſlec ping eyes of God to reſt 

Wide over all the plain, and wider far 

Than all this globous earth in plain outſpread, 

{ Such are the courts of God), th' angelic throng , 
Diſpers'd in bands and files, their camp extend 

By living ſtreams among the trees of life, 

Pavilions guwbcileſs, and ſudden rear'd , 
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Celeſtial tabernacles, wh: re they ſlept 
Fann'd with cool winds; ſave thoſe who, in their courſe, 
Melodious hymns about the ſov'reign throne 
Alternate all night long. But not ſo wak'd 
Satan; ſo call him now, his tormer name 
Is heard no mor: in h:av'n; he of the firſt, 
If not the firſt Arch-angel, great in pow'r , 
In favour and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envy” againſt the Son of God, that day 
Honour'd by his great Father, aud proclaim'd 
Meſſiah King anointed , could not bear 
Through pride that ſight, and thought himſelf impait'd, 
Deep malic: thence conceiving, and diſdain, 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour, 
Friendlieſt ro fleep and ſilence, he reſolv'd 
Wich all his legions ro diſlodge , and leave 
Unworshipp'd, unobey'd, the throne ſupreme * 
Contemptuous; and his next ſubotdinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in ſecret ſpake. 

SL: ep'ſt thou, companion dear, what ſleep can cloſe 
Thy eyelids ? and remember'ſt what decree 
Of yeſterday , ſo late hath paſl'd the lips 
Of heay'n's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waſt wont, I mine to thee was wont to' impart z 
Both waking we were one; how then can now 
Thy flcep diflent > New laws thou ſeeſt impos'd; 
New I:ws from him who reigns , new minds may raiſe 
In us who ſerve, new counſels to debate 
What doubtſul may enſue : more in this place 
To utter is not ſafe, Aſſemble thou 
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Of all thoſe myriads which we lead the chief ; 
Tell them, that by command, ere yet dim night 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haſte, 
And all who under mc their banners wave, 
Homewarl, with flyiug march, where we poſſeſ⸗ 
The quarrt:rs of the north; there to prepare 

Fir entertainment to receive our King, 

The great Meſliah, and his new commands, 
Who ſpeedily through all the hicrarchies 
intends to paſs triumphant, and give laws. 

So ſpike the falſe Arch-ang.1, and infus'd 

Bad influence into th* unwary breait 

Of his aſſociate: he together calls, 

Or ſeveral one by one, the regent pow'rs, 
Under him regent, tells, as he was taught, 
That the Moſt High commanding , now ere night, 
Now ere dim night had diſincumber'd heav'n, 
The great hierarchal ſtandard was to move; 
Tells the ſuggeſted cauſe, and caſts between 
Ambiguous woris and jealouſies, ro found 
Or taint integrity: but all obey'd 


{+ f The vonted ſignal, and ſuperior voice 

| Of their great potentate; for great indeed 
His name, aud high was his degree in heav'n; 
His count'nance, as the morning-ſtar that guides 


The ſtarry flock, allur'd them, and wirh lics 
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Drew after him the third part of heay'n's hoſt. 
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M-an while th' eternal eye, whole ſight diſcerns 
Abitruſclt thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
And from withia che golden lamps that burn 
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Nightly beſore him, aw, without their licht, 
Rebellion tiling; ſaw in whom , how ſpread 
Among the ſons of morn , what multitudes 
Were banded to oppoſe his high decree ; 
And ſmiling to his only Son thus aid. 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full reſplendence, heir of all my might, 
Nearly it now concerns us to be ſure 
Of our omnip otence, and with what arms 
We mcan to hold whar ancicntly we claim 
Of deity or empire: ſuch a toe 
Is riſiug, who intends to' erect his throne 
Equal to ours, rhroaghourt the ſpacious aotris z 
Nor ſo content, hath in his rhuught ro try 
In barrel , chat our pow'r is, or our 12ghr. 
Let us adviſe, and to this hazard draw 
Wich ſpeed what force is left, and all employ 
In our defence; leſt unawarcs we loſe 
This our high place, our ſanctuary , our hill. 

To whom the Son with calm aſpect, and clear ,w 
Lightuiag divine, incitable , ſcrene , 
Made anſwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 
Juſtly haſt in deriſion, and ſecur: 
Laugh'ſt at their vain deſigns aud tumults vain; 
Matter to me of glory, who th. t hate 
Iluſtrates, «hen they ſee all regal pow'r 
Civ'n me to quell their pride, and in event 
know whether I be dextrous to ſubdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worſt in heav'n. 

do ſpake the Son; but Satan, with his pow'rs, 
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Far was advanc'd on wing: ſpeed, an hoſt 
Innumerable, as the ſtars of night, 

Or ſtars of morning, dew-drops , which the fun 
Imp:ar's on every leaf and every flow'r. 
Regions they paſs'd, the mighty regencies 

Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones, 
In their triple degrees; regions to which 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 

Than whar this garden is to all the earth, 

And all the ſea, from one entire globoſe 
Stretelid into longitude; which having paſs'd, 
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At lenght into the limits of the north 
They came; and Satan to his royal ſeat 
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High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 

Rais'd on a mount, with pyramids and tow'rs 
From diamond quarries hewn , and rocks of gold; 
The palace of great Lucifet, (ſo call 

That ſtructure in the dialect of men 

Interpteted ), which not long after, he 

Affedting all equality with God, 

In imitation of that mount whereon 

Meſſiah was declar'd in ſight of heav'n, 

The mountain of the congregation call'd; 
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For thither he aſſembled all his train, 
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Pretending ſo commanded to conſulr 
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Thither to come; and with calumnious art 

Of counterfeit:d truth thus held their ears. 
Thrones, domina tions, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs, 

th:{s mag nific titles yet remain 
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Not merely titular , ſince by decree 
Another now hath to himſelf ingroſs'd 
All pow'r , and us eclips'd under the name 
Of King anointed : for whom all this haſte 
Of miduight march, and hurried meeting here, 
This only to conſult how we may belt, 
With hat may be devis'd of honours new, 
Receive him, coming to receive from us 
Knee tribute yet unpaid, proſtration vile, 
Too much to one, but double how endut'd, 
To one anil to his image now proclaim'd ? 
But whar if better counſels might er: & 
Our minds, and teach us to caſt oF this yoke? 
Will ye ſubmir your necks, and chuſe to bend 
The ſupple knee? Ye will not, if I truſt 
Jo know ye right, or if ye know yourſelves 
Natives and ſons of heav'n poſſeſs'd before 
By none; and if nor cqual all, yer free, 
Equally free ; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well conſiſt. 
Who can in reaſon then, or right, aſſume 
Monarchy over ſuch as live by righr 
His equals, if in pow'r and ſplendor leſs, 
In freedom equal? or can introlucz 
Law and <di& on ns, who wichour law 
Err not? much leſs for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to th' abuſe © 
Of thoſe imperial titles, which aſſert 
Our being ordain'd to govern , not to ſerve. 


Thus far his bold diſcourſe without concroll 
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Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abie!, than whom none with more zca! ador'd 
The D:ity*, and divine commands obey'd , 
Stood up, and in a flam of zcal ſevere 

The current of his fury thus oppos'd. 

O argument blaſphemous, faife and proud! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in heav'n 
Expccte.!, leaſt of all from thee, ingtate, 

In p'acz: thyſelf ſo high above thy peers. 

Canſt thou with impious obloquy condemn 

The juſt q-cre2 of Cod, pronounc'd and ſworn , 
That to his only Son, by right endu'd 

Wich regal ſcepter, every ſou! in heav'n 

Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confeſs him rightful King? Unjuſt, thou ſay'lt, 
Flatly unjuſt, to biud with laws the free, 

And e jual over equals to ler teign, 

One over all with unſucceeded pew'r. 

Shalt thou give law to God, shalt thou diſpure 
With nim the points of liberty, who made 

Thee what thou art, and form'd the pow'rs of heav'n 
Such as he pleas'd , and circumſcrib'd their being? 
Yer, by experience taught, we know how good, 
And of our good and of our digui y 

How pro-ident he is; how far from thought 

To maxe us leſs, bent rather to exalt 

Our happy ſtare , under one head more near 
Vnited. Bur to grant ir rhee unjuſt , 

Thar equal over equals monarch reign : 

Tayſelt, though great and glorious, doſt thou count, 
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Or a!l angelic nature join'd in one, 
Equal to him begotten Son? by whom, 
As by his Word , the mighty Father made 
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All things, ev'n thee; and all the ſpi'rits of heav'n 


By him created in their bright degrees, 


Crown'd them with glory”, and to their glory nam'd 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs, 


Eſſential pow'rs ; nor by his reign obſcur'd , 

But more illuſtrious made; fince he the head 

One of our number thus reduc'd becomes; 

His laws our laws; all honour to him done 

Rerurns our own. Ceaſe then this impious rage, 

And rempr not theſe ; bur haſten to appeaſe 

Th' incenſed Father, and th” incenſed Son R 

While pardon may be found in time beſought. 
So ſpake the fervent Angel; bur his zcal 

None ſeconded, as out of ſeaſon judg'd , 

Or ſingular and rash : wh-rear rejoic'd 

Th' apoſtate, and more haughty thus reply'd. 


That we were form'd then 'ay'{t thou? and the work 


Of ſecondary hands, by task rransterr'd 


From Father to his Son? Strange point, and new! 
Doctrine which we would know whence learn'd : who ſaw 


When this creation was? remember'it rhou 


Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being? 


We know no time when we were not as now; 
Know none before us, felf-begot, ſelf riis'd 


By our own quick*ning pow'r , when fatal courſe 


Had circled his ful! orb, the birth mature 
Of this our native heav'n, cthertal ſons. 
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162 PARADISE LOST. 
Our puiſſance is our on; our own right hand 
Shall teach us higheſt deeds, by proof to try 
Who is out equal: then thou shalt behold 
Whether by ſupplicarion we intend 

Addreſs, and to begirc th' almighty throne 
Beſeeching or beſieging. This report, 

Theſe ridings carry to th” anointed King; 
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He ſaid, and, as the ſound of waters deep, 
Hoarſe murmur echo'd to his words applauſe 
Through the infinite hoſt; nor leſs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearleſs , though alon: 
Incompalſs'd round with foes, thus anſwer'd bold. 

O al ienate from Cod, O ſpi'tit accurs'd , 
Forſaken of all good; I ſee thy fall 
Determin'd, and thy hapleſs crew involv'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion ſpread 
Both of thy crime and punishment: henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Meſſiah; thoſe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchſaf*d; other decrees 
Againſt thee are gone forth without recall; 
That golden ſcepter, which thou didſt reject, 
Is now an iron rod to bruiſe and break 
Thy diſobedience. Well thou didſt adviſe ; 
Yer not for thy advice or threats I fly 
Theſe wicked rents devoted „leſt the wrath. 
Impendent raging into ſudden flame 
Diſtinguish not: for ſoon expect to feel 

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
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Then who created thee lamenting learn , 
When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know, 

So ſpake the Seraph Abdiel, fairhful found 

Among the faithleſs, faithful only he; 
Among innumerable falſe unmov'd , 
Unshaken, unſeduc'd, unrterrify'd , 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
To ſwerve from truth , or change his conſtant mind 
Though ſingle. From amidſt them forth he paſs'd, 
Long way through hoſtile ſcorn , which he ſuſtain'd 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought; 
And with retorted ſcorn his back he turn'd 
on thoſe proud row'rs to ſwift deſtruction doom'd, 


Tie end of the fifth book. 


— — — -w- - 


- — —— —— . — 4 4 AI 


* I 
——— — — — * 


1 


- 
— — —— — 


?? --- 


— _ 
1 
* 2 —— — 4 


2 


25% „%„ͤ„ — an 
- _ 


— — —— — 
3 


— — 
<2 7 
ws 

— — & 
— << _ = 


* — Tz, _ 
— SD 


jr men DE TIED On 


THE ARGUMENT 


or Boox VI. 


Raphael continues to relate how Michacl 
and Gabriel were ſent forth to battle againſt 
Satan and his angels. The firſt fight deſcrib'd: 
Satan and his powers retire under night : he 
calls a council, invents devilish engines, 
which in the ſecond day's fight put Michael 
and his angels ro ſome diſorder z but they at 
length pulling up mountains, overwhelm'(] 
both the force and machines of Satan: yet the 
tumult not ſo ending, God on the third day 
ſends Meſſiah his Son, for whom he had re- 
ſerv'd the glory of that victory : he in the 
power of his Father coming to the place, and 
cauſing all his legions to ſtand ſtill on either 
ſide, Vith his chariot and thunder driving into 
the midſt of his enemies, purſues them, un- 
able to reſiſt, towards the wall of heaven; 
which opening, they leap down with horror 
and confuſion into the place of punishment 
prepared for them in the deep: Meſſiah returns 
With triumph to his Father. 


PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VI. 


A Lt night the dread1zfs angel, unpurſu'd, 

Thro::gh heav'n's wide champain held his way; till morny 
Wak'd by the circling hours, with roſy haud 
Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave 

Within the mount of God, faſt by his rhro1e , 

Where light an4 darkneſs in perpetual round 

Lodge and diſlodge by turns, which makes through hæav'A 
Graco ful viciihrude , like day and night; 

Light iſſues forth, and at the other door 
Obſequious darkne!s enters, till her hour 

To veil the heav'n, though darkneſs there might well 
dem twilight here: and now went forth the morn 
Such as in higheſt h-av'n, array'd in gold 
Empyreal; from betore her vanisl'd night, 

Shot through wr h orient beams; when all the plain 
Cover'd wich tlũck imbattel'd ſquadrons bri, hit, 
Chatiors and flaming arms, and fiery itz2ds 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firſt met his vi:w. 
War he perceiv'd, war in procindt, and found 
Already known what he for n' ws hat chotglut 
To have report : glaily then be nun 

{\mong thoſe friendly pow'rs, who him receiv'A 
Vith joy aud acclainations loud, chat one, 
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166 PARADISE LOST. 
That of ſo many myriads fall'n , yet one 
Return'd nor loſt. On to the ſacred hill 

They led him high applauded, and preſent 
Before the ſear ſupreme ; from whencę a voice, 
From midſt a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. 


Servant of God, well done, well haſt thou fought 


The bettet fight, who ſingle haſt maincain'd 
Againſt revolted multitudes the cauſe 

Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms; 
And toc the teſtimony” of truth hath borne 
Univerſal reptoach, far worſe to bear 

Than viol-nce, for this was all thy care, 

To ſtand approv'd in light of God, though worlds 
Judg'd th:e perverſe. The eaſiet conqueſt now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoſt of friends, 
Back on thy focs more glorious to return , 
Than ſcorn'd thou didſt deparr; and to ſubdue 
By force, who reaſon for their law refuſe, 
Right reaſon for their law, and for their King 
Meſſiah , who by right of merit reigns. 

Co, Michael, of ccleſtial armies prince; 

And thou in mi'itary proweſs next, 

Gabricl, lead forth to battle theſe my ſons 
Invincible, lead forth my armed ſaints, 

By thouſands and by millions, rang'd for fight, 
Equal in number to that godleſs crew 
Rebellious: them with fire and hoſtile arms 
Fearlets aſſault; and to the brow of heav'n 
Purſuing, drive them out from God and bliſs, 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
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Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall. 
So ſpake the ſov*reign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and ſmokæ to roll 
In dusky wreaths, reluctant flames, the ſign 
Of wrath awak' d; nor with leſs dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high” gan blow: 


At which command the powers militant , 

That ſtood for heav'n, in mighty quadrare join'd 
Of union iireſiſtible, moy'd on 

In ſilence their bright legions to the ſound 

Of inſtrumental harmony, that brearh'd 

Heroic ardour to advenr'rous deeds , 

Under their god-like leaders, in the cauſe 

Of God and his Meiſiah. On they move 
Indiſſolubly firm; nor obvious hill, 

Nor ſtrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor ſtream divides 
Their perfect ranks; for high above the ground 
Th:ic march was, and the pailive air upbore 

Their nimble tread ; as when the total kind 

Of birds, in orderly array on wing, : 
Came ſummon'd over Eden, to receive F 
Their names of thee; fo over many a tract 

Oc heav*n they march'd, and many a province vide, 
T-nfold the length of this terrene: ar laſt 

Far in th' horizon to the nurih appear'd 

From skirt to skitt a fiery region, ſtretch'd 

In battailous aſpect, and nearer view 

Briſtled with upright beams innumerable 

{91 rigid ſpears , aud helmets throng'd , and shiclds 
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163 PARADISE LOST. 
Various, with boaſtful argument porrray'd , 
The banded pow'rs of Satan haſting on 

With furious expedition; for they ween'd 

That ſelf- ame day. by fight, or by ſurpriſe, 
To win the mount of Gol and his throne 

To ſet the enviet of his ſtar2, the proud 
Aſpirer; bur th-ir thoughts prov'd fond and vain 
In the mid-way : though ſtrange to us it ſeem'd 
Ar firſt, that Angel should with Angel war, 
And in fierce hoſting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in feſtivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as ſuns of one great fire , 
Hymning th* erer:al Father: but the shout 

Of bat tel now began, ant rushing found 

Of onſet ended 1002 cach milder chow or. 

High in the midſt exalted as a God 

Tt apoſtare in his ſun- bright chariot ſar, 

Idol of majcity divine, inclos'd 

With flaming Cherubim and golden shields; 
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Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
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Twixt hoſt and hoſt but narrow ſpace was left, 
A dreadſul interval, and ſront to front 
Preſented ſtood in terrible array 

Oft hidcous length: beſore the cloudy van, 
On the rough edge of barre! ere it join'd, 
Saran with vaſt and hiughty {tri les advan 
Cam? row'ring, arm'd in adamant and gold; 
Abdel that ſi ht cndur'd not, where he ſtoud 
Air ong the miglitieſt, bent on higheſt deeds, 
Aud thus his own undaunt:d heart explores. 
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o heav'n ! that ſuch reſemblance of the Higheſt 
Should yet remain , where faith and realty 
Remain not : wherefore should nor ſtrengrh and might 
There fail where virtue fails , or weakeſt prove 
Where boldeſt, though to fight unconquerable? 
His puiſſance, truſting in th* Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whoſe reaſon I have try'd 
Unſound and falſe ; nor is it ought but juſt , 
That he who in debate of truth hath won, 
Should win in arms, in both diſputes alike > 
Victot; though brutish that conteſt, and foul, 
When reaſon hath to deal with force, yet ſo 
Moſt ceaCon is that reaſon overcome. 

So pondering , and from his armed peers 
Forth ſtepping oppoſite, half-way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens'd , and thus ſecurely him defy'd. 

Proud , art thou met? thy hope was to have teach 
The height of thy aſpiring unoppos'd , 
The throne of God unguarded , and his fide 
Abandon'd at the terror of thy pow'r 
Or potent tongue: fool, not to think how yain 
Againſt th* Omnipotent to riſe in arms; 
Who our of ſmalleſt things could, without end, 
Have rais'd inceſſant armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or with ſulitary hand 
Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 
Unaided could have finish'd thee, and whelm'd 
Thy legions under darkneſs ; but thou ſeeſt 
All ace not of thy train there be who faith 
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170 PARADISE LOST. 
Prefer, and piety to God, thoagh then 
To rhee nor viſible, when I alone 
Scem'd in thy world erroneous to diſſent 
From all: my ſect thou ſeeſt ; now learn too late 
How few ſometimes may know, when thouſands err. 
Whom the grand foe, with ſcornful eye askance , 

Thus anſwer'd. Ill for thee, but in wish'd hour 
Of my revenge , frſt ſought for thou returnꝰſt 
Froin flight, ſedirious angel , ro receive 
Thy metited reward, the firſt aſſay 

Of this right hand provok'd, ſince firſt that tongue, 
Inſpir' q with contradiction, durſt oppoſe 
A third part of the Gods, in ſynod met 
Their deities to aſſett, who while they feel 
Vigour divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com'ſt 
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B-fore thy fellows , ambirious ro win 

From me ſome plume, that thy ſucceſs may show 

Deſtrattion to the reſt : this pauſe between 

( Vaanſwer'd leſt thou boaſt ) to ler thee know; 

* Ar fic{t I thought that liberty and heav'n 

ij ' a To heav*nly ſouls had been all one; bur now 

14 I ſe2 that moſt through ſloth had rather ſerve, 

Miniſb'ting ſpirits , train'd up in feaſt and ſong ; 

Such halt thou arm'd , the minſtrelſy of heay'n , 

Servility with freedom to contend , 

As both their deeds compar'd this day chal! prove 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply'd. 

Apoltate , ſtill thou err'ſt, nor end wilt find 

Ot erring, from the path of truth remote ; 
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Unjuſtly thou depravꝰſt it with the name 
Of ſervitude , to ſerve whom God ordains, 
Or Nature; God and Nature bid the ſame, 
When he who rules is worthieſt , and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is ſervitude , 
To ſerve th' unwiſe , or him who hath rebell'd 
Againſt his worthier , as thine now ſerve thee, 
Thyſe!f nor free, but to thyſelf inthrall'd ; 
Yer l-wdly dar'ſt our miniſt'ting upbraid. 
Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom; let me ſerye 
lu heav'n God ever bleſt, and his divine 
geheſts obey, worthizſt to be obey' d; 
Vet chains in hell, not realms, expect: mean while 
From me tetutn'd, as erſt thou ſaidſt, from flight, 
This gree ing on thy impious creſt receive. 
$0 ſay'ing, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but ſo ſwift with tempeſt fell 
On the proud creſt of Satan, that no ſight, 
Nor motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his shield, 
Such tuin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His maſly ſpear upſtay'd ; as if on earth 
Winds under ground , or waters forcing way , 
Silelong had push'd a mountain from his ſear, 
Half ſunk with all his pines. Amazement ſeiz'd 
The rebel thrones, bur greater tage, to ſee 
Thus foil'd their mighrieſt; ours joy fill'd, and shout, 
Pr:ſage of victory, and fierce deſire 
Of battel: wherear Michael bid ſound 
Tu arch-angel trumpet; through the yaſt of heay's 
| Ht 
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172 PakAaDisE LOST. 

It ſounded , and the faichful armies rung 
Hoſannah to the High'eſt : nor ſtood at gaze 
The adverſe legions , nor leſs hideous join'd 
The horrid shock. Now ſtorming fury roſe, 
And clamour ſuch as heard in heay'n till now 
Was never; arms on armour clashing bray'd 
Horrible diſcord, and the madding wheels 

Of brazen chariots rag'd ; dire was the noiſe 

Of conflict; over head the diſmal hiſs 

Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew , 

And flying vaulted either hoſt with fire. 

So under fiery cope together rush'd 

Both bartels main, with tuinous aſſault 

And inextinguishable rage: all heav'n 
Reſounded ; and had earth been then, all earth 
Had to her center shook. What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encount' ring angels fought 
On eitket (ide, the leaſt of whom could wield 
Theſe elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much more of pow'r 
Army” againſt army numberleſs to raiſe 
Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb , 
Though nor deſtroy , their happy native ſear z 
Had not th” eternal King omnipotent, 

From his ſtrong hold of heav'n, high oyer-cul'd 
And limited their might; though number'd ſuch 
As each divided legion might have ſeem'd 

A numerous hoſt, in ſtrength each armed hand 
A legion, led in fight, yer leader ſeem'd 

Each warriot ſingle as in chief, expert 
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| When to advance, or ſtand , or turn the ſway 

Of battel, open when, and when to cloſe 
The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight , 
None of retreat , no unbecoming deed 
That argu'd fear; each on himſelf rely'd , 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory: deeds of eternal fame 
Were done, but infinite; for wide was ſpread 
That war, and various; ſomerimes on firm ground 
A ſtanding fight , then ſoaring on main wing 
Tormented all the air; all air ſeem'd then 
Conflicting ſire. Long time in even ſcale 
The battel hung; till Satan, who that day 
prodigious pow'r had chown, and met in arms 
No equal , ranging through the dire arrack 
Of fighting feraphim confus'd , at length 
Saw where the ſword of Michael ſmote, and feld 
Squadtons at once; with huge rwo-handed ſway 
Brandish'd aloft , the horrid edge came down 
Wide waſting ; ſuch deſtruction ro withſtand 
He haſted, and oppos'd the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, 
A vaſt circumference. Ar his approach 
The great arch-angel from his warlike toil 
Surceas'd, and glad, as hoping here to end 
Inteſtine war in heav'n, th' arch-foe ſubdu'd 
Or captive dragg'd in chains, with hoſtile frown 
And viſage all inflam'd firſt thus began. 

Author of ev'il, unknown till thy revolt, 
VUnuam' d in heav'n, now plenteous , as thou ſeeſt 
H iij 


174 PARADISE LOST, 
Theſe acts of hateful ſtrife , hateful to all, 
Though heavieſt by juſt meaſure on thyſelf, 
And thy adherents : how haſt thou diſturb'd 
Heay'n's bleſſed peace, and into nature brought 
Miſery , uncreated till the crime 

Of thy rebellion ? how haſt thou inſtilld 

Thy malice into thouſands, once upright 

And faithful, now prov'd falſe ? But think not here 
To trouble holy reſt ; heav'n caſts rhze our 

From all her confines. Heav'n, the ſeat of bliſs , 


Brooks not the works of violence and war. 


Hence then, and evil go with thee along, 


Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell, 


Thou and thy wicked crew; there mingle broils, 
Exe this aver ging ſword begin thy doom, 
Or ſome more ſudden yengeance wing'd from God 
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Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 

So ſpake the prince of angels; to wao'n thus 
The adverſary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canſt not. Haſt thou turn'd rhe leaſt of theſe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they riſe 
Cnvanquish'd, eaſier to tranſact with me 
That thou shouldſt hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chaſe me hence? Err not, that ſo shall end 

Ihe ſtrife which thou call'ſt evil, but we ſtyle 

The ſtrife of glory; which we mean to win, 
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Or turn this heay'n itſelf into the hell 
Thou fableſt; here however to dwell free, 
If not to reign: mean while thy utmoſt force, 
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And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have ſought thee far and nigh. 

They ended patle, an4 both addteſs d for fight 
Unſpeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conſpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to ſuch height 
Of godlike pow'r 2 for likeſt Gods they ſeem'd , 
Stood they or mov'd, in ſtature , motion, arms , 
Fit to decide the empire of great heav'n. 
Now wav'd their fiery ſwords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles; two broad ſuns their shields 
Blaz'd oppoſite , while Expectation ſtood 
In horror: from each hand with ſpeed retir'd, 
Where erſt was thickeſt fight, th' angelic throng , 
An1 left large field, unſafe within the wind 
Of ſuch commotion; ſuch as, to ſer forth 
Great things by ſmall , if nature's concord broke , 
Among the conſtellations war were ſprung , 
Two planets, rushing from aſpect malign 
Of fierceſt oppoſition, in mid sky, 
Should combat, and their jarring ſpheres confound, 
Together both, with next to? almighty arm 
Vplifted imminent , one ſtroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeat, 
As not of pow'r at once; nor odds appear'd 
In might or ſwitt prevention: but the ſword 
Of Michael from the armoury of God 
Was giv'n him temper'd ſo , that neither keen 
No: ſolid might reſiſt that edge: it mer 
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The ſword of Satan, with ſteep force to ſmite 
Deſcending , and in half cut sheer; nor ſtay'd , 
Bur with ſwift wheel reyerſe , deep ent'ring , shac'd 
All his right fide : then Satan firſt knew pain, 
And writh'd him to and fro convoly'd , ſo ſore 
The griding ſword with diſcontinuous wound 
Paſs'd through him: but th? ethereal ſubſtance c!os'd , 
Not long diviſible ; and from the gash 

A ſtream of necta' tous humour iſſuing flow'd 
Sanguine , ſuch as celeſtial 1 pi'rits may bleed, 

And all his armour ſtain'd, ere while fo bright. 
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Forthwith on all ſides to his aid Was run 

By angels many and ſtrong, who interpos'd 
Defence; while others bore him on their shie! ds 
Back to his chariot, wh:re it ſtood rctir'd 

From oiF the files of war: there they him laid 
Gnashing for anguish, and deſpite, and shame, 
To find bimſelf not matchleſs, and his pride 
Humbled by ſuch rebuke, ſo far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in pow'r. 

Yer ſoon he heal'd; for ſpi'rits that live throughout 
Viral in every part, not as frail man 
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In intrails, heart or head, liver or reins , 
Cannot bur by annihilating die; 

Nor in their liquid texture mottal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air; 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 

All intellect, all ſenſe; and as they pleaſe, 

They limb themſelves, and colour, shape, or ſize 

Aſſume; as likes them beſt, condenſe or rare. 
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Mean while in other parts like deeds deſerv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 
And wirh fierce entigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king, who him defy'd , 
And at his charior-whee!s to drag him bound 
Threaten'd , nor from the Holy One of heav'n 
Refrain'd his tongue blaſphemous; bur anon 
Down cloven to the waſte, with shatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael, his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd , 
Vanquish'd Adramelech, and Aſmadai, 
Two potent thrones, that to be leſs than Gods 
Piſdain'd, bur meaner thoughts learn'd in their flight, 
Mangled wirh ghaſtly wounds through plare and mail. 
Nor ſtood unmindful Abdiel ro annoy - 
The atheiſt crew, bur with redoubled blow 
Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiel ſcorch'd and blaſted, overthrew. 

I might relate of thouſands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth; bur thoſe ele& 
Angels, contented with their fame in heav'n, 
Seek not the praiſe of men: the other ſort, 
In might though wondcous , and in acts of war, 
Nor of renown leſs eager, yet by doom 
Cancel'd from heav'n and ſacred memory, 
Nameleſs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 
For ({tr2ngth from truth divided, and from juſt , 
Illaudable, naught merits but diſpraiſe 
And ignominy; yet to glory aſpires , 
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178 PARADISE LOST. 
in glorious, and through infamy ſeeks fame: 
Therefore eternal ſilence be theit doom. 

And now their mightieſt quell'd, the battel ſwerv'd, 
Wich many au inroad gor'd ; de formed tout 
Enter'd, and foul diſorder; all the ground 
With shivet'd armour ſtrown , and on a heap 
Chariot and charioreer lay overturn'd , 

And fiery foaming ſteeds; what ſtood , recoil'd 
O' er wearied , through the faint Satanic hoſt 
Defenſive ſcarce, or with pale fear ſurpris'd , 
Then firſt with fear ſurpris'd, and ſenſe of pain, 
Fled ignominious , to ſuch evil broughr 

By fin of diſobedience , till that hour 

Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 

Far otherwiſe th' inviolable ſaints, 

In cubic phalanx firm, advanc'd entire, 
Invulnerable , impenetrably arm'd ; 

such high advantages their innocence 

Gave them above their foes , not to have finn'd 
Not to have diſobey'd ; in fight they ſtood 
Unwearied , unobnoxious to be pain'd 

By wound, though from their place by violence moy'd, 

Now night her courſe began, and over heav'n 

Inducing darkneſs, grateful truee impos'd , 
And ſilence on the odious din of war: 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd , 
Victor and yanquish'd. On the foughten field 
Michael and his angels prevalent 
Incamping , plac'd in guard their watches round , 
Cherubic waving faces ; on th” other part, 
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Satan with his rebellious diſappzar'd , | 
Far in the dark diſlodg'd; and void of teſt, 
His poten:ares to council call'd by night; 
And in the midſt thus undiſmay'd began. 


O now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
Not to be overpow'rd , companions dear, 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 
Too mean pretence , but what we more affect, 
Honour, dominion , g!ory and renown ; 
Who have ſuſtain'd one day in doubrſul fight, 
(And if one day, why not eternal days? ) | 
What heav*n's lord had pow'rfulleſt to ſend 
Againſt us from about his rhrone , and judg'd 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, 
But proves not ſo: then fallible, it ſeems, 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omniſcient thought. True is, leſs firmly arm'd , 
Some diſadvantage we endur'd , and pain, 
Till now not knowa , but known as ſoon contemn'd; 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of morral injury , 
Imperishable , and though pierc'd with wound, "+ 
Soon cloſing , and by native vigour heal'd, | 
Of evil then ſo ſmall as eaſy think 
The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 
May ſerve to better us, and worſe our foes , 
Or equal whar berw2cn us made the odds, 
In nature none: if oth:r hiiiden cauſe 
Left chein ſuperior , while we can preſerve 
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180 PARADISE LOST. 
Unhurt our minds, and underſtanding ſound , 
Due ſearch and conſultation will diſcloſe. 
He ſat; and in th' aſſembly next upſtood 
Niſroch , of principaliries the prime; 
As one he ſtood eſcap'd from cruel fight, 
Lore toil'd , his tiven arms to havock hewn , 
And cloudy in aſpect thus anſw' ting ſpake. 
Deliverer from new lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our tight as Gods; yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find , 
Againſt uncqual arms to fight in pain, 
Againſt unpain'd , impaſſive ; from which evil 
Ruin muſt needs enſue; for what avails 
Valour or ſtrength, though maichlefs, quell'd with pain 
Which all ſubdues, and makes remiſs the hands 
Of mighrieſt 2 Senſe of pleaſure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine; 


But live content, which is the calmeſt life: 


But pain is perfect miſery, the worſt 
Of evils ; and exceſſive, overturns 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
Wirth what more forcible we may offend 
Our yer unwounded enemies , or arm 
Ourſelves with like defence , ro me deſerves 
No leſs than for deliverance what we owe. 
Whereto with look compos'd Satan reply'd. 
Not uninvented that, which thou atight 
Believꝰ'ſt ſo main to our ſucceſs, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright ſurface 
Qt this ethereous mold whercon we ſtand 
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Ihis continent of ſpacious heav'n, adorn'd 
Wich plant, fruit, flour ambtoſial, gems and gold; 
Whoſe eye ſo ſuperficially ſurveys 


Theſe things, as not to mind from whence they grow * 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude, 
Of ſpititous and fiery ſpume, till rouch'd 4 


With heav'n's ray, and temper'd, they shoot forth 
So beauteous, op' ning to the ambient light? 
Theſe in their dark nativity the deep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame; | 
Which into hollow engines, long and round, | 
Thick-ramm'd , at th' other bore with touch of fire 1 
Dilated and infutiate, shall ſend forth ; 
From far, with thund'ring noiſe, among our foes 
Such implements of miſchizf , as shall dash 
To pieces, and o'erwhe!m whatever ſtands 
Adverſe, that they shall fear we have diſatm'd 
The Thund'rer of his only dreaded bolr. 
Nor long shall be our labour; yet ere dawn, 
Effect shall end our wish. Mean while revive 
Abandon fear; to ſtrength and counſel join'd 
Think nothing hard , much leſs to be deſpair'd. 

He ended, and his words their drooping chear 
Enlighten'd, and their languish'd hope reviv'd. 
Th' invention all admit'd, and each, how he 
Io be th” invenror miſs'd; ſo eaſy' it ſcem'd 
Once found, which yer unfound moſt would have thought 
Impoſſible. Yer haply of thy race 
In future days, if malice should abound , 
Some one intent on miſchief, or inſpit'd 


182 PARADISE LOST, 

With dev'lish machination, might deviſe 

Like inſtrument to plague the ſons of men 

For ſin, on war and mutual {laughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew 3 


None arguing ſtood ; innumerable hands 


Were ready; in a moment up they turn'd 

Wide the celeſtial ſoil , and ſaw beneath 

Tl” originals of nature in their crude 
Conception; ſulphurous and nitrous foam 

They found, they mingled , and with ſubtle art, 
Concocted id aduſted they reduc'd 
To blackeſt grain, and into ſtore convey'd : 
Parr hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this earth 
Intrails un'ike ) of mineral and ſtone , | 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of miTive ruin; part incentive teed 

Provide, pernicious with ons touch to fire. 


| So all ere day- ſpring, under conſcious night, 
Ws ; Secret they finish'd , and in order fer, 
0 With ſilent circumſpection uneſpy'd. 
1 1 Now when fair morn orient in heav'n appear'd , 
; Uproſe the victor angels, and to arms 
The martin trumper ſung : in arms they ſtood 
Of golden panoply , refulgenr hoſt, 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning hills 
Look'd round, and ſcouts each coaſt light-armed ſcour, 
Each quarter, to deſcry the diſtant foe, 
1 Where lodg'd , or whither fled or if for fight, 
| | In motion or in halt: him ſoon they met 


Under ſpread enſigns moving nigh , in flow 
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But firm bartalion ; back with ſpeedieſt ſail 

Zophiel, of cherubim the ſwifteſt wing, 

Came fly' ing, and in mid air aloud thus cry'd, 
Arm, warriors, arm for fight; the foe at hand, 

Whom fled we thought, will fave us long purſuic 

This day; fear not his flight; ſo thick a cloud 

He comes, and ſettled in his face I ſee 

Sad reſolution, and ſecure : ler each 

His adamantine coat gird well, and each 

Fit well his helm, gripe faſt his orbed shield, 

Borne ev'n or high; for this day will pour down, 

If I conjecture ought , no drizzling show'r , 


But rattling ſtorm of arrows barb'd with hre. 


So warn'd he them, aware themſelves , and ſoon 
Ia order, quit of ali impediment ; 
Inſtant without diſturb they took alarm 
And onward move imbattel'd: when behold 
Not diſtant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching groſs and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his devilish enginery , impal'd 
On every ſide with shadowing ſquadrons deep, 
To hide the fraud. Ar interview both ſtood 
A while; bur ſuddenly at head appear'd 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud. 
Vanguard, to tight and left front unfo!d ; 
That all may ſee who hate us, how we ſcek 
Prace and conipoſure, and with open breaſt 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture , and turn not back perverſe : 
But that I doubt; however witneſs heay'n , 
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Heavy'n witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 

Free!y our part; ye who appointed ſtand , 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly rouch 

What we propound , and loud that all may hear. 
So ſcoffing in ambiguous words , he ſcarce 

Had ended; when to tight and left the front 

Divided, and to either flank retir'd : 

Which to our eyes diſcover'd , new and ſtrange , 

A triple mounted row of pillars laid 

On wheels (for like to pillars moſt they ſeem'd , 

Or hollow'd bodies made of oak or fir , 

With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell'd } 

Braſs, iron , ſtony mold , had nor their mouths 

With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide, 

portending hollow truce : at each behind 

A Seraph ſtood, and in his hand a reed 

Stood waving tipt with fire; while we ſuſpenſe 

Collected ſtood within our thoughts amus d: 

Not long; for ſudden all at once their reeds 

Pur forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 

With niceſt touch. Immediate in a flame 

But ſoon obſcur'd with ſmoke , all heav'n appear'd , 

From thoſe deep- throated engines belch'd, whoſe roar 

ImbowePd with outrageous noiſe the air, 

And all her enttails tore, diſgorging foul 

Their devYlish glut, chain'd chunderbolts, and hail 

Of iron glabes ; which o the yidor hoſt 

LevePd , with ſuch imperuous fury ſmote, 

Thar whom they hit, none on their feet might ſtand , 

Though ſanding elſe as rocks, but down they fell 
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By thouſands. Angel on arch- angel roll'd ; 
The ſooner for their arms ; unarm'd they might 

Have eaſily, as ſpi' tits evaded ſwift 

By quick contraction ot remove; but now 

Foul diſſipation follow'd and forc'd rout; 

Nor ſerv'd it to relax theit ſerried files. 

What should they do? if on they rush'd , repulſe 
Repeared , and indecent overthrow 

Doubled , would reader them yet more deſpis'd, 

And to thcir fo:s a laughter; for in view 

Stood rank'd of ſetaphim another row, 

In poſture to diſplode tnheit ſecond tire 

Of thunder: back defeared to return 

Thuy worſe abhorr'd. Saran beheld their plight , 

And to his mates thus in derifion call'd. 
O friends, why come not on theſe victors proud? 
Ere while they fierce were coming; and when we, 

To entertain them fair wich open front 

And breaſt, (what could we more?) propounded terms 
Of compoittion , ſtrait they chang'd their minds, 

Flew off, and into ſtrange yagaries fell, 

As they would dance; yet for a dance they ſeem'd 
somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 

For joy of offer'd peace: but I ſuppoſe , 

If our propoſals once again were heard , 

We should compel them ta a quick reſult, 

To whom thus Belial in like gameſome mood. 

Leader, the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home , 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 
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186 PARADISE LOST. 

And ſtumbled many: who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well undetſtand; 
Not underitood , this gift they have beſices, 
They show us when our focs walk not upright, 

So they among themſelves in pleaſant vein 
Stood ſcoffing, heighten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory; eternal miglit 
To match with theit inventions they preſum'd 
So eaſy', and of his thunder made a ſcorn , 

And all his hoſt derided, while they ſtood 

A while in trouble: bur they ſtood not long; 
Rage prompted them at length, and founſ them arms 
Againſt ſuch hellich miſchief fit to' opoſe. 

Forth ith ( behold the excellence, che pow'r, 
Which God hath in his mighty angels plac'd ) 
Their arms away they thr:w , and to the hills 

( For earth hath this variety from heav'n 

Of plcaſure ſituate in hill and dale) 

Light as the light'ning glimpſe they ran, they flew 
From their foundations loos' ning to and fro, 
They pluck'd the ſeated hills, with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands, Amaze , 

Be ſure, and terror, ſeiz'd the rebel hoſt, 

When coming towards them ſo dread they ſaw 
The bottom of the mountains upward turn'd ; 

Till on thoſe curſed engines triple-row 

They ſaw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep; 
Th:mſ.lyes inyaded next, and on their heads 
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Main promontories flung, which in the ait 

Came shadowing, and oppreſs'd whole legions arm'd ; 
Their armour help'd their harm, crush'd in and bruis'd 
Into their ſubſtance pent , which wrought them pain 
Implacable , and many a dolorous groan , - 

Long ſtruggling underneath, ere they could wind 

Out of ſuch pris'on , though ſpi'rits of pureſt light, 
Pureſt at firſt , now groſs by {inning grown. 

The reſt , in imitation , to like arms 

B:rook them, and the neighb'ring hills uptore: 

So hills amid the ait encountet'd hills 

Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dite, 

That under ground they fought in diſmal shade; 
Infernal noiſe; wat ſeem'd a civil game 

To this uproar ; horrid confuſion. heap'd 

Upon confuſion toſe. And now all heav'n 

Had gone to wrack , with ruin overſpread; 

Had not th' almighty Father , where he firs 

Skrin'd in his ſanctuary of heav'n ſecure , 

Conſulting on the ſum of things , foreſeen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd : 

That his great purpoſe he might ſo fulfil 

To honour his anointed Son aveng'd 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All pow'r on him transferr'd : whence to his Son , 

Th' aſſeſſor of his throne , he thus began. 

Effulgence of my glory, Son belov'd, 
Son in whoſe face inviſible is beheld 
Viſibly, what by deityTIam, 

And in whoſe hand what by decree Ido, 
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Second Omnipotence , two days are paſt, 

Two days, as we compute the days of heav'n, 
Since Michael and his pow'rs went forth to taine 
Theſe diſobedient : ſore hath been their fight, 

As likelieſt was, when two ſuch foes met arm'd ; 
For to themſelves 1 left them; and thou know'!t, 
Equal in their creation they were form'd , 

Save what fin hath impair'd ; which yet hath wrought 
Inſenſibly, for I ſuſpend their doom; 

Whence in perperual fight they needs mult laſt 
Endleſs, and no ſolution will be found: 

War wcaricd hath perform'd hat war can do, 
And to diſordet'd rage let looſe the rcins, 


Wich mountains as with weapons arm'd; which make: 


Wild work in heav'n, and dange*rous to the main. 
Two days are therefore paſt, the third is thine 
For thec I have ordain'd it, and thus far 

Have ſuffer'd, that the glory may be thine 

Of ending this great war, ſince none but thou 
Can end it. Into thee ſuch virtue' and grace 
Immenſe I have trans fus d, that all may know 
In heav'n and hell thy pow'r above compare; 
And this perverſe commotion govern'd thus, 

To manifeſt thee worthieſt to be Heir 

Of all things, ro be Heir, and to be King 

By ſacred unction, thy deſerved tight. 

Go then, thou mighrieſt , in thy Father's might, 
Aſcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

Thar shake heav'n's baſis, bring forth all my war, 
My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 
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Gird on, and ſword upon thy puiſſant thigh; 
Purſue theſe ſons of darkneſs, drive them our 
From all heav'n's bounds into the utter deep: 
There let them learn, as likes them, to deſpiſe 
God and Meſſiah his anointed King. 

He ſaid, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full; he all his Father full expreſs“d 
Ineffably into his face recciy'd ; | 
And thus the filial Godhead anſw'ring ſpake. 

O Father, O Supreme of heav'nly thrones, 
Firſt , Higheſt , Holieſt, Beſt; thou always ſeek'ſt 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee , 
As is moſt juſt : this I my glory” account, 
My exaltation , and my whole delight, 
That thou in me well plcas'd , declar'ſt thy will 
Fulfill'd, which ro fulfil is all my bliſs. 
Sceprer and pow'r, thy giving, I aſſume; 
And gladlier shall reſign , when in the end 
Thou shalt be all in all, and I in thee 
Forever, and in me all whom thou loy'ft : 
But whom thou kar'ſt, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors , as I put thy mildneſs on, 
Image of thee in all things; and shall ſoon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid heav'n of theſe rebell'd, 
To their prepar'd ill manſion driven down, 
To chains of darkneſs, and th' undying worm, 
That from thy juſt obedience could revolt, 
Whom to obey is happineſs entire. | 
Then shall thy ſaints unmix'd, and from th' impure 
Far ſeparate , cigcling chy holy mount 
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Unfeigned Halleluiahs to thee ling , 

Hymns of high praiſe , and I among them chiet, 
So ſaid, he o'er his ſceprer bowing , roſe 

From the tight hand of glory where he ſat; 

And the third ſacred morn began to shine, 

Dawningthrough heav'n. Forth rush*d withwhirlwind ſound 

The chatiot of Parernal D-ity , 

Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn , 

Itſelf inſtinct with ſpirit, but convoy'd 

By four cherubic shapes; four faces each 

Had wondrous; as wich ſtars , their bodies all 

And wings were ſet with ey:s, with eyes the wheels 

Of beryl, and carcering fites between; 

Over their heads a cryſtal firmament, 

Whercou a ſaphir throne , inlaid with pure 

Amber, and colours of the show'ry arch. 

He in celeſtial panoply all arm'd 

Of radiant Urim , work divinely wrought, 

Aſcended ; at his right hand Victory 

Sat eagle-wing'd; beſide him hung his bow, 

And quiver with three-bolred thunder ſtot'd; 

And from about him fierce ettuſion roll'd 

Of ſmok2, and bick' ring flame, and ſparkl2:s dite. 

Arrended with ten thouſand thouſand ſaints, 

He onward came, far off his coming shone; 

And twenty thouſand (I their number heard ) 

Chariots of God, half on each hand were ſeen. 

He on the wings of cherub rode ſublime 

On the cryitaliine sky, in ſaphir thron'd, 

Illuſtrious far and vide; bur by is own 
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Firſt ſeen: them unexpected joy ſurpriz'd, 
When the great enſign of Meſſiah blaz'd 
Aloft by angels borne, his ſign in heav'n; 
Under whoſe conduct Michael ſoon reduc'd 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing, 
ind Under theit head imbodied all in one. 
Before him pow'r divine his way prepar'd 
Ar his command th' uptooted hills retir'd 
Each to his place; they heard his voice, and went 
Obſequious; heay*n his wonted face tenew'd, 
And with fresh flow'rets hill and valley ſmil'd. 
This ſaw his hapleſs ſoes, b t ſtood obdur'd , 
And to rebellious fight ralli:d their pow'rs 
laſ-nſate, hope conceiving from deſpair. 
In heav'nly ſpi'rits could ſuch perverſeneſs dwell! 
But ro convince the proud hat ſigns avail, 
Or wonders move th' obdurar: to telent? 
They harden'd more by. what might moſt reclaim , 
Grieving to ſee his glory, at the ſight 
Took envy, and afpiring to his height, 
Stood reimbattel'd fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to proſper, and ar length przyail 
Againit God and Mefliah, or to fall 
In univerſal ruin laſt; and now 
To final barrel drt, diſdaining flight, 
Or faint retreat; when the great Son of God 
To all his hoſt on either hand thus ſpake. . 
Stand ſtil! in bright array, ye ſaints, here ſtand , 
Ye angels arm'd, this diy from barrel reſt; 
Faithful hath been your warfare , and of God 
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192 PARADISE LOST, 
Accepted, fearleſs in his righteous cauſe z 

And as ye have receiv'd , ſo have ye done 
Invincibly : bur of this curſed crew 

The punishment to other hand belongs; 
Vengeance is his , or whoſc he ſole appoints : 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd , 
Nor multitude; ſtand only, and behold 

God's indignation on theſe godleſs pour'd 

By me: not you, but me, they have deſpis'd, 
Vet envied ; againſt me is all their rage , 
Becauſe the Father, r' whom in heay'n ſupreme 
Kingdom, and pow'r , and glory appertains, 
Hath honour'd me, according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath aſſign'd ; 
That they may have their wish, to try with me 
In barrel which the ſtronger proves, they all, 


Or l alone againſt them, ſince by ſtrengrh 


They meaſure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous , nor care who them excels ;! 

Nor other ſtrife with them do I vouchſafe. 
So ſpake the Son, and into terror chang'd 

His count'nance too ſevere to be beheld , 


And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 


Ar once the four ſpread our their ſtarry wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous , and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roll'd , as with the ſound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoſt. 

He on his impious foes right onward drove, 
Gloomy as night; under his burning wheels 


The ſtedfaſt empytean shook throughout, 


All 
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All but the throne itſelf of God. Full ſoon 
Among them he atriv'd, in his right hand 
Graſping ten thouſand thunders , which he ſent 
Before him, ſuch as in their ſouls infix'd 
Plagues : they aſtonish'd all reſiſtance loſt , 
All courage; down their idle weapons dtopt : 
O'er shields, and helms , and hclmed heads he rode 
Of thrones and mighty ſeraphim proſttate, 
That wish'd the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them, as a shelter from his ite. 
Nor leſs on either fide rempeſtuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold- viſag'd four 
Diſtin& with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Diſtin& alike with multitude of cyes; 
One ſpirit in them rul'd , and every eye 
Glar'd lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among ch' accurs'd, that wither'd all their ſtrength, 
And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd, 
Exhauſted , ſpititleſs, afflicted, fall'n. 
Yer half his ſtrength he put not forth, but check'd 
His thunder in mid volley; for he meant 
Nor to deſtroy , but root them out of heav'u; 
The oyerthrown he rais'd , and as a herd 
Of goats or timorous flock together throng'd , 
Drove them before him thunder- ſtruck, purſu'd 
With terrors and with furies to the bounds 
And cryſtal wall of heav'n; which op'ning wide, 
Roll'd inward, and a ſpacious gap diſclos'd 
Into the waſteful deep: the monſtrous ſight 
arruck chem with horror backward , but far worſe 
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Urg'd them behind: headlong themſelves they threw 
Down from the verge of heav'n; eternal wrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomleſs pit. 

Hell heard th' unſufferable noiſe , hell ſaw 
Heav'n ruining from heav'n, and would have fled 
Affrighted; bur ſtrict fate had caſt roo deep 

. Her dark foundations, and too faſt had bound. 
Nine days they fell: confounded chaos roar'd , 
And felt tenfold confuſion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy , ſo huge a tout 
Incumber'd him with ruin : hell ar laſt 
Yawning receiv'd them whole, and on them clos'd; 
Hell, their fir habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the houſe of woe and pain. 
Disburden'd heav'n rejoic'd , and ſoon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 

Sole victor from th' expulſion of his foes 
Meſſiah his triumphal chariot turn'd; 

To meet him all his ſaints , who ſilent ſtood 


Eye-witneſles of his almighty acts, 

With jubilee advanc'd; aud as they went, 

Shaded with branchi g palm, each order bright, 

Sung triumph, and him ſung vidorious King, 

Son, Heir , and Lord, to him dominion giv'n, 

Worthicſt to reign : he celebrated rode 

Triumphant through mid heav'n, into the courts 

And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 

On high; who into glory him receiv'd, 

Where now he fits at the right hand of bliſs, 
Thus mcaſuting things in heay'n by things on earth, 
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6 Ar thy requeſt, and chat thou may'ſt beware 
By what is paſt, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have elſe to human race been hid; 
The diſcord which befel, and war in heav'n 
Among th' angelic pow'rs , aud the deep fall 
Of thoſe too high aſpiriug, who tebell'd 
With Satan; he who envies now thy ſtate, 
Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce 
Thee alſo from obedience, that, with him 
Bereav'd of happincſs , thou may'lt partake 
His punishment, eternal miſcry ; 
by Which would be all his ſolace and revenge, 
As a deſpite done againſt the molt High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe, 
Bur liſtzn not to his remprations , warn 
Thy weaker ; let ir profit thee to? have heard 
By terrible example the reward 
Of diſobedience z firm they might have ſtood , 
Yer fell; remember, and fear to tranſgreſs. 
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The end of the ſixth book, 


uth , 


Tu ARGUMENT 


or Boox VII. 


Raphael, at the requeſt of Adam, relates 
how and wherefore this world was firſt creat- 
ed; that God, after the expelling of Satan 
and his angels out of heaven, declared his 
pleaſure to create another world, and other 
creatures to dwell therein; ſends his Son with 
glory and attendance of angels to perform the 
work of creation in ſix days: the angels cele- 
brate with hymns the performance thereof, 
and his reaſcenſion into heaven. 
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BOOK VII. 


D: SCEN D from heav'n, Urania, by that name 


If rightly thou art call'd , whoſe voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian hill I ſoar, 
Above the flight of Pegaſ:an wing. 

The meaning, not the name, I call: for thou 
Nor of the Muſes nine, nor on the top 

Of old Olympus dwell ſt, bur heay'n'y born, 
B-fore the hills appear'd , or fountain flow'd , 
Thou with eternal Wiſdom didſt converſe, 
Wiſdom thy ſiſter , and with her didſt play 

In preſence of th' almighty Father, pleas'd 
With thy celeſtial ſong. Up led by thee, 

Into the heav'n of heav'ns I have preſum'd , 
An earthly gueſt, and drawa empyteal air, 
Thy temp'ring 3 with like ſafery guided down , 
Return me to my native element : 

Leſt from this flying ſteed unrein'd , (as once 
Bellcrophon , though from a lower clime ) , 
Diſmounted, on th' Alcian field I fall, 
Ertoneous there to wander, and forlorn. 

Half yet remains unſung , bur narrower bound 
Within the viſible diurnal ſ phere; | 
Standing on earth, not rapr above the pole, 
oy I jj 
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More ſafe I ſing with mortal voice, unchang'd 
To hoarſe or mute, though fall'n on evil days, 
On evil days though fall'n , and evil rongues ; 
In darkneſs , and with dangers compaſs'd round , 
And ſolitude; yet not alone, while thou 
Viſic'lt my ſlumbers nightly , or when morn 


* 


Purples the eaſt: ſtill govern thou my ſong, 
Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 
Nut drive fat of the batb'rous diſſonance 


: 


Of Bacchus and his tevelets, the race 


w 


Ot char wild rout that tote the Thracian bard 
In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had cars 
To raptute, till the ſavage clamour drown'd 


Both harp and voice; nor could the Muſe defend 
Her ſon. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 
For thou art heav'nly, she an empty dream. 
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Say, goddeſs, what enſued when Rapaatl, 
The affable arch- angel, had forewar;'d 
Adam by dire example to beware 
Apoſtaſy , by what befeli in heav'n 
To thoſe apoſtares , 1:{t the like befall 


* 
v. 


In paradiſ: to Adam, or his race, 
Charg'd not to touch the intetdicted tree, 
If they tranſgreſs, and ſlight that ſole command, 


So eaſily obey'd, amid the choice 
Of all taſtes elſe to pleaſe their appetite, 
Though wand'ring. He with his conſotted Eve 
The ſtory heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration and deep muſe, to hear 
Of things ſo high and ſtrange , things to their thouguit 
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© unimaginable as hate in heav'n, 
And war ſo near the peace of God in bliſs, 
With ſuch contution ; but the Win 
Drie 'n back redounded as a foo on thoſe 
From whom it ſprung , impo nible ro mix 
With bleiſe ines. hence Adam ſoon repzal'd 


Tue doubts that in his heart aroſe ; and now 

Led on, vet ftaleſs, with denre to know 

What neatrer might concern him, how this world 
= * 


heav'n a I wk coaſpicuous firit began, 


LS. 
* 


2:2, aad wher:zof creatzd, for what; cauſe, 


4 © 


V'nat witiia Eden or without was done 
Before iis memory , as one wiioſe dro! 
re: ſcarce alav'd ſull eves the current ſtream, 
Vaoſe liquid murmur heard new thirſt excites, 
Proc: ed d thus to ask his heav'aly gu eſt. 

Great thiags, aud full of wonder in our ears, 
Fat diff ting from this world, thou haſt reveal'd, 
Diviae iaterpreter, by favour ſent 


Down from the empyrean to for:warn 


Us timely? of whar might elfe hav? been our loſs, 


2£:0wn, which human knouledg: could not teach; 
For w nn to tht inſiaitely cood e Owe 
Receive + with ler dare to obſerve 

mmutadly his ſov'teiga will, the end 
O: u hat we are. Bur ſiace thou haſt vouchſaf d 
Gently tor our inſtruction to impart 
Tings above earthly thought, which yet concern'd 
Our A iag, as to higheſt witcom ſeem'd, 
I iy 
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Deign to deſcen i now lower, and relate 
What may no leſs perhaps avail us known, 
Ilow firſt began this heav'n, which we b:hold 
Diſtant ſo high, with moving fires adorn'd 
Innumerable ; and this which yields or fills 
All ſpace , the ambient air wide interfus'd 
Embracing round this florid earth ; what cauſe 
Mov'd th: Creator, in his holy rſt 

Through all eternity, ſo late ro build 

In chaos; and the work begun, how ſoon 


— 


Ab'olv'd; if unforbid thou may'ſt unfold 

What we, not to explore the ſecrets ask 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race though ſteep; ſuſpenſe in heay'n 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears , 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
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THis generation, and the riſing birth 

Of nature from the unapparent deep: 

Or if the ſtar of ev'ning and the moon 

Ilaſte to tby audience, night with her will bring 
Silence, and ſleep liſt'ning to thee will watch; 
Or we can bid his abſence, till thy ſong 


Ind, and diſmiſs thee ere the morniag shine. 
Thus Adam his illuſtrious gueſt beſought; 
And thus the godlike angel anſwer'd mild. 
This alſo thy requeſt with caution ask 
Obrain : though to recount almighty works 
What words ot tongue of ſeraph can ſuffice , 
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Or heart of man ſuffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canſt attain, which beſt may ſetve 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thee alſo happier , shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing; ſuch commiſſion from above 
I have receiv'd , to anſwer thy deſire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abſtain 
To ask , nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd , which th' inviſible King, 
Only omniſcient , hath ſuppreſs'd in night, 
To none communicable in earth or heav'n: 
Enough is left beſides to ſearch and know. 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no leſs 
Her temp'rance over appetite, to know 
In mcaſure what the mind may well contain; 
Oppreſſes elſe with ſurfeit, and ſoon turns 
Wiſdom to folly', as nourishment to wind. 
Know then, that after Lucifer from heav'n 
(So call him, brighter once amidſt the hoſt 
Of angels, than that ſtar the ſtars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son rerurn'd 
Victorious with his ſaints, th* omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus ſpake. 
At laſt our envious foe hath fail'd , who thought 

All like himſelf rebellious, by whoſe aid 
This inacceſſible high ſtrength , the ſear 
Of deity ſupreme, us diſpoſleſs'd , 
He truſted to have ſeiz d, and into fraud 

I y 
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Drew many, whom their place knows here no more: 
Vet far the greater part have kept, I ſee, 

Their ſtation; heav'n yet populous retains 
Number ſufficient to poſſeſs her realms 

Though wide, and this high remple to frequent. 
With miniſtzries due and ſolemn ritcs : 

Bur leſt his heart exalt him in the harm 

Already done, to bave diſpeopled heav'n, 

My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 

That detrimenr „if ſuch ir be, to loſe 

S:If-loſt; and in a mon ent will create 

Another world, out of one man a race 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell , 
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Not here; till by degrees of merit rais'd , 

They open to themſelves at length the way 

Up hither, under long obedience try'd; 

And earth be chang'd to heav'n, and heav'n to earth, 


One kingdom, joy and union without end. 
Mean while inhabir lax, ye pow'rs of heav'n; 
and thou my Word, begotten Son, by the? 
This I perform; ſpeak thou, and be it done; 
My overshadowing Spi'rit and might with chee 

I ſend along; ride forth, and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be heav'n and eatth, 
Boundleſs the deep, be cauſe I am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the ſpace. | 
Though I uncircumſcrib'd myſelt retire, 
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And pur not forth my goodneſs, wh.ch is free 
To act or not, neceſſity and chance | 
Approach not me, and what I will is fate. 
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So ſpake th Almighty , and to what he ſpake 
His Word, the filial Godhead , gave effect. 
Immediate are the acts of God, more ſwift 
Than time or motion; but to human ears 
Cannor withour proceſs of ſpecch be told , 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great ttiumph and rejoicing was in heav'n , 
When ſuch was heard declar'd th* Almighty's will: 
Glory they ſung to the moſt High, good will 
To future men „and in their dwellings peace : 
Glory to him, xhoſe juſt avenging ire 
Had driv'n out th' ungodly from his ſight, 
And th' habitations of the juſt; ro him 
Glory and praiſe , whoſe wiſdom had ordain'd 
Good our of evil to create, inſtead 
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Of ſpi'rirs malign a better race to bring 

Into their vacant room, and thence diffuſe 
His good to worlds and age* infinite. 

So ſang the hi:rarchies. Mean while the Son 

On his great expedition now appear'd , 

Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of majeſty divine; ſapicnce and love 
Immenſe, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his charior numberleſs were pour'd 
Cherub and ſeraph, potentates and thrones , 
And virtues, winged ſpi'rirs , and chariots wing'd 
From th* armoury of God ; where ſtand of old 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Againſt a ſolemn day, harneſs'd at hand, 
Celeſtial equipage ; and now came forth 
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Spontaneous, for within them ſpitit liv'd, 
Actzn1ant on their Lord: heav'n open'd wide 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious ſound 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 

The King of glory in his pow'rful Word 

And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 

On heav*nly ground they ſtood , and from the shore 
They view'd the vaſt immeaſurable abyſs, 
Ourrageous as a ſea, dark, waſteful, wild, 
Up from the bottom rurn'd by furious win ls, 
And ſurging waves, as mountains, to aſſault 


Heav'n's height, and with the centre mix the pole. 


Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace, 
Said then th' omnific Word , your diſcord end: 
Nor ſtay'd; but on the wings of cherubim 
Uplifted , in paternal glory rode 
Far into chaos, and the world unborn ; 

For chaos heatd his voice: him all his train 
Follow'd in bright proceſſion, ro behold 
Creation , and the wonders of his might. 

Then ſtay'd the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compaſſes, prepar'd 

In God's eternal ſtore ,, to circumſcribe 

This univerſe , and all created things : 

One foot he cenrer'd , and the other turn'd 


Round through the vaſt profuudiry obſ.ure , 


And ſaid , thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 
This be thy juſt circumference, O world. 

Thus Co | the heav'n created, thus the earth, 
Matter unfotrm'd and void: darkneſs profound 
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Cover'd th' abyſs: but on the watry calm 

His brooding wings the Spi'rir of God outſptead, 
And vital vittuc' infus'd , and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid maſs ; bur downward purg'd 
The black, tartareous, cold, infernal dregs, 
Adverſe to life: then founded , then conglob'd 
Like things to like, the relt to ſeveral place 
Diſparted, and between ſpun our the air, 

And earth ſelt-balanc'd on her centet hung. 

Let there be light, ſaid God; and forthwith light 
Ethereal, firſt of things, quinreſſence pure, 
Sprung from the deep, and from her native caſt 
To journey through the airy gloom began, 
Sph-r'd in a radiant cloud; for yet the ſun 
Was not; she in a cloudy tabernac'e 
Sojourn'd the while. Cod ſaw the light was good; 
And light from darkneſs by the hemiſphere 
Divided: light the day, and darkneſs night 
He nam'd. Thus was the firſt day ev'n and morn: 
Nor paſt uncelebrated, nor unſung 
By the celeſtial quires, when orient light 
Fxhaling firſt from darkneſs they beheld ; 
Dirth-day of heav'n and earth; with joy and shout 
The hollow univerſal orb they fill'd, 


And touch' d their golden harps, an hymning prais'd 


Cod and his works; Cr.ator him they ſung, 

Both when fiiſt ev'ning was, and when firſt morn. 
Again, God ſaid , Let there be firmament 

Amid the waters, and let it divide 

The waters from the waters: and God made 
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206 PARADISE LOST. 
The firmament, expanſe of liquid, pure, 
Tranſparent, elemental air, diffus'd 

In circuit to the uttermoſt convex 

Of this great round: partition firm and ſute, 
The waters undern: ath fiom thoſe above 
Dividing : for as earth, ſo he the world 

Built on circcumfluous waters calm, in wide 
Cryſtalline ocean, and the loud miſrule 

Of chaos far remov'd , leſt fierce extremes 
Contiguous might diſtemper the whole frame: 
And heav'n he nam'd the fitmament: ſo ev'n 
And morning chorus ſung the ſecond day. 

The earth was form'd , but in the womb as yer 
Of waters, embryon immature involy'd , 
Appear'd not: over all the face of earth. 

Main ocean flow'd ; not idle, but with warm 

Prolific humour ſoft'ning all her globe, 
ermented the great mother to conceive , 

Satiate with genial moiſture ; when God ſaid , 

Be gather'd now ye waters under heav'n 

Into one place, and ler dry land appear. 

Immediately the mountains huge appear 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 

Into the clouds, their tops aſcend the sky: 

So high as heav'd the tumid hills, ſo low 

Down ſunk a hollow bottom, broad and deep, 

Capacious bed of warers : thither they 

Haſted with glad precipitance, uproll'd 

As drops on duſt conglobing from the dry; 

Patt riſe in cryſtal wall, or ridge direct, 
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For haſte, ſuch flight the great command impreſsd 
On the ſwift floods: as armies at the call 
Of trumpet ( for of armies thou haſt heard) 
Troop to their ſtandard , ſo the watry throng , 
Wave rolling after wave, wh-re way they found, 
If ſteep , with torrent raprure , if through plain, 
Soft- abbing; nor withſtood them rock or hill, 
Bur they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
Wich ſerpent error wand'ring , found their way, 
And on the washy ooſe deep channels worte; 
Eaſy , cre God had bid the ground be dry, 
All but within thoſe banks, where rivers now 
Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 
The dry land, earth, an1 the great receptacle 
Of congr gated waters he call'd ſeas: 
And ſaw tliat it was good, and ſaid, Let th' earth 
Put forth the vetdant graſs, herb yielding ſeed, 
And fruit tree yielding fruit after her kind, 
Whoſe ſez is in herſelf upon the earth. 
He ſcarce had ſaid , when the bare earth, till then 
Deſert and bare, unſightly , unadorn'd , 
Brought forth the tender graſs, whoſe verdure clad 
Her univerſal face with pleaſant green; 
Then herbs of every leaf, that ſudden flow'r'd 
Op'ning their various colours , and made gay 
Her boſom ſmelling ſweet: and theſe ſcarce blown, 
Forth flourish'd thick the cluſt'ring vine, forth crepr 


The ſmelling gourd, up ſtool the corny reed 
Imbattel'd in her field; and th' humble shrub, 
And bush with ſtizzled hair implicit: laſt 
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208 PARADISELOST. 
Roſe as in dance the ſtately trees, and ſpread 


Their branches hung wirh copious fruit, or gemm'd 
Their bloToms : with high woods the hills were crown'd, 


With tufts the yalleys , and each fountain- ſile, 
With borders long the rivers : that earth now 


Seem''d like to heav'n, a ſcat where Gods might dwell, 


Or wander with delight , and love to haunt 
Her ſacred shades : though God had yer not rain'd 
Upon the eatth , and man to till the ground 
None was; but from the earth a dewy miſt 
Went up and warter'd all rhe ground, and each 
Plant of the field, which, ere it was in th' earth, 
Cod made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the grzen ſtem; Cod faw thar it was good: 
So ev'n and morn recorded the third day. 

Again th* Almighty ſpake, Let there be lights 
High in th* expanſe of heav'n, to divide 
The day from night; and let them be for ſigns , 
For ſeaſons , and for days, and circling years; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmamenr of heay'n, 
To give light on the earth; and it was ſo. 


And God made two great lights, great for their uſe 


To man, the greater to have rule by day, 
The leſs by night altern; and made the ſtars, 
And ſer them in the firmament of heav'n, 

To' illuminate the earth; and rule the day 

In their viciſſitude, and rule the night, 

And light from darkneſs to divide. Cod ſaw, 
Surycying his great work, that it was good: 
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For of celeſtial bodies firſt the ſun 

A mighty ſphere he fram'd , unlightſome firſt, 

Though of ethereal mold: then form'd the moon 

Globoſe , and every magnitude of ſtars , 

And ſow'd with ſtars the heav'n thick as a field: 

Of light by far the greater part he took, 

Tranſplanted from her cloudy shrine, and plac'd 

In the ſun's orb, made porous to receive 

And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 

Her gather'd beams, great palace now of- light. 

Hi:her,, as to their fountain, other ſtars 

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 

An hence the morning-planet gilds her horns 3 

By tinctute or reflection they augment 

Their (mall peculiar , though from human ſight 

So far remote, with diminution ſeen. 

Firſt in his eaſt the glorious lamp was ſeen, 

Regent of day, and all th' horizon round 

Inveſted wich bright rays , jocund to run 

His longitude through h:av'n's high road; the gray 

Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd, 

Shedding ſweet influence: leſs bright the moon, 

But oppoſite in levell'd weſt was ſet, 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 

From him; for other light she needed none 

In that aſpect; and ſtill that diſtance keeps 

Till night, then in the caſt her turn she shines, 

Re vol vd ou heav'n's great axle, and her reign 

Wich thouſand leſſer lights dividual holds, 

Wich thouſand thouſand ſtars, that then appear'd 
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Spangling the hemiſphere : then firſt adorn'd 

With their bright luminaries , that ſer and roſe, 

Glad ev'ning and glad morn crown'd the fourth day. 
And God ſaid , Ler the waters generate 

Reptile with ſpawn abundant, living ſoul : 

And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 

Diſplay on th' open fitmament of heav'n. 

And God created the great whales, and each 

Soul living, each that crept, which plenteouſly 

The waters generated by their kinds, 

And every bird of wing after his kind; 

And ſaw that it was good, and bleſs'd them, ſaying , 

Be fruitſul, multiply, and in the ſeas, 

And lakes, and running ſtreams, the waters fill; 

And let the fow! be multiply'd on th' earth. 

Forthwith the ſounds and ſeas, each creck and bay, 

With fry innumerable ſwarm, and shoals 

Of fish, that wich their fins and shining ſcales 

Glide under the green wave, in ſculls that oft 

Bank the mid ſea: part ſingle or with mate, 

Graze the ſea-weed their paſture, and through groyes 

Of coral ſtray; or ſporting with quick glance, 

Show to the ſun theit way'd coats dropt with gold; 

Or in their peatly shells at eaſe, attend 

Moiſt nuttiment; or under rocks their food 

In jointed armour watch: on ſmooth the ſeal, 

And bended dolphins play: part huge of bulk 

Wallowing unwieldy” , enormous in th ir gair , 

Tempeſt the ocean: there leviathan, 

Hugeſt of living creatures, on the deep 
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Stretch'd like a promontory , ſl:eps or ſwims , 
And ſeems a moving land, and at his gills 
Draws in, and at his trunk ſpouts out a ſea. 
Mean while the tepid caves , and fens, and shores, 
Their brood as numerous hatch, from th” egg that ſoon 
Burſting with kindly rupture forth diſclos'd 
Their callow young, bur feather'd ſoon and fledge 
They ſumm'd their pens, and ſoaring th' air ſublime, 
With clang deſpis'd the ground, under a cloud 
In proſpect ; there the eagle and the ſtork 
On cliffs and cedar-tops their eyrizs build: 
Part looſely wing the region, part more wice 
In common, rang'd in figure we dge th:ir way, 
Intelligent of ſeaſons, and ſet forth 
Their aicy caravan high over ſeas 
Flying, and over lands wich mutual wing 
Eaſing their flight; ſo ſteers the prudent crane 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 
Flotes, as they paſs, fann'd with unnumber'd p'\umes : 
From branch to branch the ſmaller birds with ſong 
Solac'd the woods, and ſpread theit painted wings 
Till ev'n ; nor then the ſolemn nightingale 
Ceas'd warbling , but all night tun'd her ſoft lays : 
Others on filver lakes and rivers barh'd 
Their downy breaſt ; the ſwan, with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her ſtate with oary feet; yer oft they quit 
The dank, and riſing on ſtiff pennons, tow'r 
The mid aereal sky: others on ground 
Walk'd firm; the creſted cock, whoſe clarion ſounds 
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212 PARADISE LOST. 
The ſilent hours; and th' other, whoſe gay train 
Adorns him, colour'd with the florid hue 
Of rainbows and ſtarry? eyes. The waters thus 
With fish replenish'd , and the air with fowl, 
Ev*ning and morn ſolemniz'd the fifth day. 

The ſixth, and of creation laſt, aroſe 
With ev'ning harps and martin ; when God ſaid, 
Let th' earth bring forth ſoul living in her kind, 
Catrel , and creeping things , and beaſt of th' earth , 
Each in their kind. The earth obey'd , and ſtrait 
Op'ning her fertile womb, teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfed forms, 
Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground up roſe , 
As from his lair, the wild beaſt where he wons 
In foreſt wild, in thicker, brake, or den; 
Among the trees in pairs they roſe , they walk'd; 
The cartel in the fields and meadows green: 
Thoſe rare aud ſolitary , theſe in flocks 
Paſturing at once, and in broad herds upſprung. 
The graſly clods now calv'd, now half appear'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then ſprings as broke from bonds, 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane; the ounce , 
The libbard, and the tyger, as the mol: 
Riling , the crumbled earth above them threw. 
In hillocks : the ſwift ſtag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head: fcarce from his mold 
Behemoth, biggeſt born of earth, upheav'd 


lis vaſtneſs: fleec'd the flocks and bleating roſe , 


As plants: ambiguous between ſea and land 


Boox VII. 213 
The river-horſe and ſcaly crocodile, 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 
Inſe& or worm : thoſe way'd their limber fans 
For wings , and ſmalleſt lineaments exact 
In all the liveries deck'd of ſummer's pride , 
With ſpots of gold and purple” , azure and green: 
Theſe as a line their long dimenſion drew, 
Streaking the ground with ſinuous trace; not all 
Minims of nature; ſome of ſerpent-kind , 
Wondrous in length and corpulence , involy'd 
Their ſnaky folds, and added wings. Firſt crept 
The patſimonious emmet, provident 
Of future, in ſmall room large heart inclos'd, 
Pattern of juſt equality perhaps 
Hereafter , joined in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : ſwarming next appear'd 
The female bee, that feed her husband drone 
Deliciouſly, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey ſtor'd : the reſt are numberleſs, 
And thou their natures know'ſt, and gav'ſt them names, 
Needleſs to thee repeated; nor unknown 
The ſerpent, ſubtleſt beaſt of all the field, 
Of huge extent ſometimes, with brazen eyes 
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now heav'n in all her glory shone, and roll'd 
Her motions , as the great firſt Mover's hand 
Firft wheel d their courſe ; carrh in her rich attire 

Conſummare lovely ſmil'd ; air, water, earth, 


By fowl 2 ih 2 beaſt 3 Was flown 23 Was wum 3 Was walk'd 
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214 PARADISE LOST, 
Frequent z and of the ſixth day yet remain'd : 
There wanted yet the maſter-work , the end 
Of all yer done; a creature, who not prone 
And brute as other creatures, bur endu'd 
With ſanctity of reaſon , might erect 
His ſtature , and upright with front ſerene 
Govern the reſt, ſelf-knowing, and from thence 
Magnanimous to correſpond with heav'n, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Deſcends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God ſupreme , who made him chief 
Of all his works: therefore th' omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Preſent? ) thus to his Son audibly ſpake. 

Let us make now man in our image, man 
In our ſimilitude, and ler them rule 
Over the fish and fowl of ſea and air, 
Beaſt of the field, and over all the earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This ſaid, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O man, 
Duſt of the ground, and in thy noſtrils brearh'd 
The breath of life; in his own image he 
Created thee, in the image of God 
Expreſs, and thou becam'tt a living ſoul. 
Male he created thee , but thy conſort 
Female for race; then bleſs'd mankind, and ſaid, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 
Subdue ir, and throughour dominion hold 
Over fish of the ſea , and fowl of che air, 
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And every living thing that moves on th' earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet diſtinct by name, thence, as thou know'lt , 
He brought thee into this delicious grove, 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
D-1. (table both ro bzhold and taſte 3 
And freely all their pleaſant fruit for food 
Cave thee; all ſorrs are here that all thꝰ earth yields, 
Variety without end; but of the tree, 
Which taſted works knowledge of good and evil, 
Thou may'it not; in the day thou eat'ſt, thou dy'ſt; 
Death is the penalty impos'd; beware , 
And govern well thy appetite, leſt ſin 
Surptiſe thee, and het black attendant death. 
Here finish'd he, and all that he had made 

View'd, and behold all was entirely good; 
So ev'n and morn accomplich'd the fixth day 

et not till the Creatot from his work 
Deſiſting, though unwearied , up teturn'd, 
Up to the heav'n of heav*ns his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new created world, 
Th' addition of his empire , how it show'd 
In proſpect from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anſwering lis great idea. Up he rode, 
Follow'd wich acclamation , and the ſound 
Sywphontous of ren thouſand harps that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the earrh , the air 
Reſounded ; (chou remember'!? , for thou heard'ſt) 
The heav'ns and all the conſte lations: rung, 
The planets ig their ſtation Iiſt ning ſtood , 
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216 PARADISE LOST. 
While the bright pomp aſcended jubilant. 

Open, ye everlaſting gates, they ſung , 

Open, ye heav'ns, your living doors; let in 

The great Creator from his work rerurn'd 
Magnificent, his fix days work, a world 

Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deigu 

To viſit oft the dwellings of juſt men 

Delighted, and with frequent intercourſe 

Thither will ſend his winged meſſengers 

On errands of ſupernal grace. So ſung 

The glorious train aſcending. He through heay'n , 
That open'd wide her blazing porrals , led 

To God's eternal houſe dire@ the way; 

A broad and ample road, whoſe dult is gold, 

And pavement ſtars, as ſtars ro thee appear, 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way, 

Which nightly , as a circling zone, thou ſeeſt 
Powder'd with ſtars. And now on earth the ſeventh 
Ev*ning aroſe in Eden; for the ſun 

Was ſet, and twilight from the eaſt came on, 
Forerunning night; when at the holy mount 

Of heav'n's high; ſeated top, th' imperial throne 
Of Godhead , fix'd for ever firm and ſure, 

The Filial Pow'r arriv'd, and ſat him down 

Wich his great Father; for he alſo went 

Inviſible , yer ſtay'd , ( ſuch privilege 

Hath Omnipreſence) and the work ordain'd , 
Author and end of all things ; and from work 

Now reſting , bleſs'd and hallow'd the ſey 'ath day, 


As reſting on that day from all his work, 


But 


. 217 
But not in ſilence holy kept; the harp 
Had work , and reſt:d not; the ſolemn pipe, 
And dulcimer, all organs of ſweet ſtop , 
All ſounds on fret by ſtring or golden wire 
Temper'd ſoft tunings, intermix'd wich voice 
Choral or uniſon : of incenſe clouds , 
Fuming from golden cenſers, hid the mount. 
Creation an the fix days acts they ſung, 
Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 
Thy pow'r; what thought can meaſure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 
Than from the giant- angels: thee that day 
Thy thunders magnity'd ; but to create 
Is greater than created to deſtroy. 
Who can impair thee , mighty King, ot bound 
Thy empire ? Eaſily the proud attempt 
Of (pi'rirs apoſtate, and rheir counſels vain, 
Thou haſt repell'd, while impiouſly they chought ' 
Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worshippers. Who ſeeks 
To leſſen thee, againſt his purpoſe ſerves 
To manifeſt the more thy might: his evil 
Thou uſeſt , and from thence crear'ſt more good. 
Witneſs this new-made world, another heay'n , 
From heav'n gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glaſſy ſea 
Of amplitude almoſt immenſe, with ſtars 
Numerous, and every ſtar perhaps a world 
Of dzſtin'd habitation ; but thou know'ſt 
Their ſeaſons ; among theſe the ſeat of men, 
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218 PARADISE LOST. 
Earth, with her nether occan circumfus'd , 
Their preſent dwelling-place. Thrice happy men, 
And ſous of men, whom God hath thus advanc'd, 
Created in his image , there to dwell, 
And worship him; and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in ſea, or air; 
And multiply a race of worshippers , 
Holy and juſt : thrice happy, if they know 
Their happineſs, and perſevere upright. 

So ſung they, and the empyrean tung, 
Wich Halleluiahs : Thus was ſabbath kept. 


And thy requeſt think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 


How firſt this world and face of things began, 
And hat before thy memory was done 

From the beginning, that poſterity , 

Inform'd by thee, might know: if elſe thou ſeekꝰſt 
Ought, not ſurpaſſing human meaſure, ſay. 


The end of the ſeventh book, 
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1 ARGUMENT 


or BOOK VIII. 


Adam inquires concerning celeſtial motions; 
is doubtfully anſwered, and exhorted to ſearch 
rather things more worthy of knowledge: 
Adam aſſents; and ſtill deſirous to detain Ra- 
phael, relates to him what he remembered 
ſince his own creation, his placing in Paradiſe, 
his talk with God concerning ſolitude and fit 
ee his firſt , hr nuptials with 
Eve; his diſcourſe with the Angel thereupon; 
who, after admonitions repeated, departs, 
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Tu: Angel ended, and in Adam's eat 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 


Thought him ſtill ſpeaking , {till ſtood fix'd to heat: 


Theu , as new wak'd, thus gratefully reply'd. 
What thanks ſufficient , ot what tecompenſe 

Equal have I to render thee, divine 

Hiſtorian , who thus largely haſt allay'd 

The thirſt I had of knowledge, and vouchſaf d 

This friendly condeſcenſion to relate 

Things elſe by me unſeai chable, now heard 

With wonder, bur delight, and, as is due, 

With glory attributed to the high 

Creator? Something yet of doubt remains, 

Which only thy ſolution can reſolve. 


When I bchold this good!y frame, this world, 


Of h:av'a and earth conſiſting, and compute 

Their magnitudes, this earth a ſpot, a grain, 

An atom, wica the firmament compar'd , 

And all her number'd ſtars, that ſeem to roll 

Spaces incompr-kenible , (for ſuch 

Their diſtance argues, and their ſwift return 

Diurnal), merely to oſticiate light 

Round this opacous earth, this punctual ſpot, 
K iij 
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222 PARADISE LOST. 
One day and night, in all their vaſt ſurvey 
Uſeleſs beſides; reaſoning I oft admire, 
How nature wiſe and frugal could cominic 
Such diſproportions , with ſuperfluous hand 
So many nobler bodies to create, 

Greater ſo manifold, to this one uſe, 

For ought appears, and on their orbs impoſe 
Such reſtleſs revolution day by day 
Repcated, while the ſedentary earth, 

That better might with far leſs compaſs move, 
Sery'd by more noble than herſelf, attains 
Her end withour leaſt motion, aud receives, 
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As tribute, ſuch a ſumleſs journey brought 

Of incorporeal ſpeed , her warmth and light; 

speed, to deſcribe whoſe ſwiftneſs number fails. 
So ſpake our ſire, and by his count'nance ſeem'd 

Ent' ring on ſtudious thoughts abſtruſe; which Eve 

Perceiving , where she ſar retir'd in fight, 

With lowlineſs majeſtic from her ſear , 

And grace that won who ſaw to wish her ſtay , 

Roſe, and went forth among her ſruits and flow'rs, 

To viſit how they proſper'd , bud and bloom, 

Her nurſery; they at her coming ſprung , 

And touch'd by her fair rendance gladlier grew. 

Yer went she not, as not with ſuch diſcourſe 

Delighred , or not capable her ear 

Of what was high: ſuch pleaſure she reſery'd , 

Adam relating, she ſole auditreſs; 

Her husband the relator che preferr'd 

Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
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Choſe rather ; he, she knew, would intermix 
Crateful digteſſions, and ſolve high diſpute 
Wich conjugal careſſes; from his lip 
Not words alone pleas'd her. O when m-et now 
Such pairs , in love and mutual honour join'd ? 
With goddeſs like demeanour forth she went; 
Not unattended; for on her, as queen, 
A pomp of winning graces waited ſtill, 
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And from about hier shot darts of deſire 


* 


Into all eyes, to wish her {till in ſight. 
And Raphael now, ro Adam's doubt propos d > 
enevolent and facile thus rep!y'd. 

To ask or ſearch 1 blame thee not; for heav'n 
Is as the book of God befor. thee ſer, | 
Whercin to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His ſeaſons , hours , or days, or months, or yeats, 
This to atrain , whether heav'n move, or earth, 
Imports not, if thou reckon tight; the reſt 
From man or angel the great Architect 
Did wiſely to conceal, and not divulge 
His ſecrets to be ſcann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire; or it they liſt to try 
Conjecture , he his fabric of the heav'ns 

Had left to their diſputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafrer , when they come to model heav'n, 
And calculate the ſtars, how they will wield 
The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To fave appearances, how gird the ſphere 
With centric and eccentric ſcribbled o'er , 
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Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb. 

Already by thy reaſoning this I gueſs, 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and ſuppoſeſt 

Thar bo lies bright and greater should not ſerve 
The leſs nor bright, nor heav'n ſuch journeys tun, 
Earth ſitting ſtill , when she alone receives 

The benefit. Conſider firſt, that great 

Or bright infers not excellence: the earth 

Though in compariſon of heav'n, ſo ſmall, 


Nor gliſt' ring, may of ſolid good contain 
More plenty than the ſun that barren shines, 
Whol: virtue on itſelf works no etfect, 

But in we fruitful earth; there firſt received 
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His beams, unactive clic, their vigour find. 
Vet not to earth arc thoſe bright luminaries 
Officious , but to thee ,, earth's habitant. 

And for the heav'u's wide circuit, let it ſpeaP 
The Maker's high magniſicence, who built 

So ſpacious , and his line ſtrerch'd out fo fat; 
That man may know he dwells not in his own 
An edifice roo large for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a ſmall partition, and the reſt 
Ordain'd for uſes to his Lord beſt known. 
The ſwiftneſs of thoſe circles attribute, 
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Though numberleſs , to his omnipotence , 
Thar to corporeal ſubſtances could add 
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| Speed almoſt ſpirirual ; me thou think'ſt nor flow , 
Who ſince the morning-hour ſet out from heav'n , 
Where God reſides , and ere mid-day atrtiy'd 
In Eden; diſtance inexpreſſible 
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By numbers that have name. Bur this I urge, 
Admitting motion in the heav'ns, to chow 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd; 
Not that I ſo affitm, though ſo it ſeem 
To thee who haſt thy dwelling here on earth. 
Cod, to remove his ways from human ſenſe , 
Plac'd h:av*'n from earth ſo far, that earthly ſight, 
If ic preſume , might crr in things too high , 
And no advantage gain. What if the ſun 
Be center to the world , and other ſtars 
By his attractive virrue and their own | 
Incired , dance about him various rounds ? 
Their wand'ting courſe now high, now low, then hid, 
Progreſſive , retrograde, or ſtanding ſtill, 
In {1x thou ſeeſt; and what if ſev'nth ro theſe 
The planer earth, ſo ſtedfaſt though she ſeem , 
Inſenſibly three different motions move? 
Which elſe to ſeveral ſpheres thou mult aſctibe, 
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities; 
Or ſave the fun his labour, and that ſwift 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb ſuppos'd, 
Inviſible elſe above all ſtars , the wheel 
Of day and nicht; which needs not thy belief, 
If earth induſtrious of herſelf fetch day 
Travelling caſt , and with her part averſe 
From the ſun's beam meet night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that lighc 
dent from her through the wide tranſpicuous air, 
To the terreſtrial moon be as a {tar 
Enlight'njng her by day, as she by night 
Ky 
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226 PARADISE LOST. 
This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there, 
Fields and inhabitants: her ſpots thou ſet 
As clouds, and clouds may tain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her ſofren'd ſoil, for ſome to eat 
Allotted there; and othet ſuns perhaps, 

With their attendant moons, thou wilt deſcry 
Communicating male and female light; 


Which two great ſexes animate the world, 


Stor'd in each orb perhaps with ſome that live. 
For ſuch vaſt room in nature unpoſſeſsd 

By living ſoul , deſert and deſolate , 

Only to shine, yet ſcarce to contribute 

Each orb a glimpſe of light, convey'd ſo fat 
Down to this habitable , which rerurns 

Light back to them , is obvious ro diſpure. 

Bur whether thus theſe things, or whether not; 
Whether the ſun predominant in heav'n 

Riſe on che earth, or earth riſe on the ſun ; 

He from the eaſt his flaming road begin, 

Or she from weſt her ſilent courſe advance 
With inoffenſive pace, that ſpinning ſleeps 

On her ſoft axle, while she paces even, 

And bears the ſoft with the ſmooth air along; 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid; 
Leave them to God above, him ſerve and feat; 
Of other creatures, as him pleaſes beſt, 
Wherever plac'd , let him diſpoſe : joy thou 
In what he gives to thee , this Paradife , 

And thy fair Eve; heav'n is for thee too high 
To know hat paſſes there; be lowly wiſe; 
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Think only what concerns thee and thy being ; 
Dream not of other worlds, hat creatures ther: 
Live, in what ſtate, condition, or degree , 
Contented that thus far bath been reveal'd , 
Not of earth only, but of higheſt heav'n. 

To whom thus Adam, clcar'd of doubt, reply'd. 
How fully haſt thou ſatisfy'd me, pure 
Intelligence of heav'n, Angel ſerene, 

And freed from intticacies, taught to live, 
The eaſieſt way, nor wich perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the ſweet of life, from which 

God hath bid dwcll far oft all anxious cares, 
And not moleſt us, unleſs we ourſelves 

Seek them with wand'ring thoughts, and notions vain. 
Bur apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Uncheck'!, and of her roving is no end; 

Till warw'd , or by experience taught, she learn , 
That not to know at large of things remore 
From uſe, obſcure and ſubtle, bur ro know 
Thar which before us lics in daily life, 

Is the prime wiſdom : whar is more, is fume, 
Or emptineſs, or fond impertinence, 

And renders us, in things that moſt concern, 
Unpractic'd, unprepat'd, and ſtill ro ſeek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us deſcend 

A lower flight , and ſpeak of things at hand 
Uſetul, whence haply mention may ariſc 

Ot ſomething nor unſcaſonable to ask, 

By ſuft*rance , and thy wonted favour deign'd, 
Thee I hays heard relating what was done 
K vj 
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228 PARADISE LOST. 
Tre my r:membrance : now hear me relate 

My ſtory , which perhaps thou haſt not heard 
And day is yet not ſpent; till then thou ſeeſt 
How ſubtly ro detain thee I deviſe, 

Inviting thee to hear whilc I relate , 

Fond , were it not in hope of thy rep!y : 

For while I ſit with thee, I ſeem in heav'n 3 

And ſweerer thy diſcourſe is to my eat 

Than fruits of palm tree, pleaſanteſt to thirſt 
And hunget both, from labour, at the hour 

Of ſweet repaſt: they ſatiate, and ſoon fill, 
Though pleaſant; but thy words with grace divine 
Imbu'd , bring to their ſweetnefs no ſatiety. 

To whom thus Raphael anſwer'd heav'nly meck. 

Nor are thy lips ungraceful, ſire of men, 

Nor tongue incloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alſo pour'd , 

Inward and outward both, his image fait: 
Speaking or mute, all comelineſs aud grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms 
Nor leſs think we in heav'n of chee on carth 
Than of our fellow-ſervanr , and inquire 

Gladly into the ways of God with man: 

For God we ſee hath honour'd thee, and ſet 

On man his equal love. Say therefore on; 

For I that day was abſent, as befel, 

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obſcure , 

Far on excutſion toward the gates of hell; 
Squar'd ia full legion, ( ſuch command we had) 
To ſee that none thence iflu'd forth a ſpy , 
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Or enemy, while God was in his work; 
Leſt he incens'd at ſuch eruption bold, 
Deſtruction with creation might have mix'd. 
Not that they durſt without his leave attempt; 
Bur us he ſends upon his high beheſts 
For ſtare, as Sov'reign King, and to inure 
Our prompt obedience. Faſt we found, fait shut 
The diſmal gates, aud barricado'd ſtrong z 
But long ere our approaching, heard within 
Noiſe , other than the ſound of dance or ſong , 
Torment, and loud lament, aud furious rage. 
Glad we return'd up to the coaſts of light 
Ere ſabbath-ev'ning: ſo we had in charge. 
Bur thy relation now; for I attend, 
Pleas'd with thy words no leſs than thou with mine. 
So ſpake the Godlike Pow'r, and thus our fire. 
For man to tell how human life began 
Is hard; for who himſelf beginning knew 
Deſite with thee ſtill longer to converſe 
Induc'd me. As new wak'd from ſoundeſt ſteep , 
Soft on the flow'ry herb I found me laid 
In balmy ſwear, which with his beams the ſun 
Soon dry'd, and on the reaking moiſture fed. 
Strait toward heav'n my wond'ring eyes I rurn'd , 
And gaz' a while the ample sky, 991 rais' 
By quick inſtinctive motion, up I ſprung , 
As thitherward endeavouring , and uprighr 
Stood on my feet about me round I ſaw 
Hill, dale, and shady woods, and ſunny plains, 
And liquid lapſe of murm'ring ſtreams; by thcſe , 


1 230 PARADISE LOST. 
| Creatures that liv'd and moy'd, and walk'd , or flew , 
þ A 143 Birds on the branches warbling; all things ſmil'd , 
? \ W With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 
: 0 15 Myſelf I then perus'd , and limb by limb _ 
f Survey'd, and ſometimes went, and ſometimes ran 
Wich ſupple joints, as lively vigour led: 
Bur who I was , or where, or from what cauſe, 
Knew not; to ſpeak I try'd, and forthwith ſpake ; 
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My tongue obey' d, and readily could name 
Whare'er I ſaw. Thou ſun, ſaid I, fair light, 
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y 'þ And thou enlighren'd earth, fo fresh and gay, 
F hl Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains, 
4 14 And ye that live and move, fair creatures, tell, 
7 4 f Tell, if ye ſaw, how came I thus, how here? 
1% ly | Not of myſelf; by ſome great Maker then , 

1 4 | 119 In goodneſs and in pow'r preeminent. 

1 ; q 1 {| Tell me, how may I know him : how adore, 

i * f | 1 From whom I have that thus I move and live, 

ö FF [.: And feel that I am happier than I know. 

k | 4 N While thus! call'd, and ſtray'd I knew not whither, 
1 ; | | | From where I fitſt drew air , and firſt beheld 

þ ! | i = This happy light; when anſwer none return'd , 
TRIBES; On a green shady bank profuſe of flow'rs 


_- 


benſive I far me down; there gentle ſleep 

Firſt found me, and with ſoft oppreſſion ſeiz'd 
My drouſed ſenſe , untroubled, though I thought 
then was paſling to my former ſtate. 

Inſenſible, and forthwith to diſſolve: 

When ſuddenly ſtood at my head a dream, 
Whoſe inward apparition gently mov'd 
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My fancy to believe I yer had being, | 
And liv'd. One came, methought, of shape divine, 
And ſaid, Thy manſion wants thee, Adam, riſ:, 
Firſt man, of men innumerable ordain'd 
Firſt father; call'd by thee, I come thy guide 
To the garden of bliſs, thy ſear prepar'd. 
So ſaying , by the hand he took me rais'd , 
And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth ſliding without ſtep, laſt led me up 
A woody mountain; whoſe high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, inclos'd, with goodlieſt trees 
Planted, with walks, and bow'rs, that what IT ſaw 
Of earth before ſcacce pleaſant ſeem'd. Each rrce 
Loaden with faireſt fruit, that hung ro th' cy2z 
Tempring , ſtitr'd in me ſudden appetite 
To pluck and eat; whereat I wak'd, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 


Had lively shadow'd. Here had new begun 
My wand'ring , had not he who was my guide — 
Up hither, from among the trees appear d, | 
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Preſence divine. Rejoicing , but with awe , 
In adcration at his feet I fell | 
Ssubmiſs: he rear*'d me?, and whom tho ſought Tk am, 
Said mildly, Author of all this thou © ef{t 


Above, or round about thee, or ben-ath. 


| a 
T his Paradiſe I give thee, count it thine 
To till and keep , and of the fruir ro ear : 
Of every tree tha: in the garden grows 


Eat freely with glad heart; fear here no dearth: 
But of the tree whoſe operation brings 
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232 PARADISE LOST. 
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have ſet 
The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith , 
Amid the garden by the cree of lite, 
Remember hat I warn thee, shun to taſte, 
And shun the bitter conſequence ; tor know, 
The day thou ear'ſt thereof, my ſole command 
Trauſgreſs'd, inevitably thou shalt die, 

From that day mortal, and this happy ſtate 
Shalt loſe, expell'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and ſorrow. Sternly he pronounc'd 
The rigid interdiciivn , which reſounds 

Vet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 
Not to incur; but ſoon his clear aſpect 
Rerurn'd , and gracious purpoſe thus renew'd, 
Not only theſe fair bounds , bur all the earth 
To thee and to thy tace I give; as lords 
Poſſeſs it, and all things that therein live, 
Or live in ſea, or air, beaſt, fish, and fowl. 
In ſign whereof each bird and beaſt behold 
After th:ir kinds; I bring them to receive 
From the their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low ſubjectiou; underitand the ſame 
Of fish within their watry reſidence, 

Not hither ſummon'd, fince they cannot change 
Their element, to draw the thinner air. 

As thus he ſpake, each bird and beaſt behold 
Approaching tuo and two, theſe cowring low 
With blandis:menc, each bird ſtoop'd on his wing, 
I nam'd them, as they pals'd, and underſtood 
Their nature, with ſuch knowledge God endu'd 
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My ſudden apprehenſion. Bur in theſe 
I found not what methought I wanted ſtill; 
And to the heav'nly viſion thus preſum'd. 

O by what name, for thou above all theſe, 
Above mankind , or ought than mankind higher , 
Surpalleſt far my naming , how may 1 | 
Adore thee, Author of this univerſe , 

And all this good to man? for whoſe well-being 
So amply , and with hands ſo liberal, 

Thou haſt provided all things: but with me 

I ſce not who partakes. In ſolitude 

What happineſs , who can enjoy alone, 

Or all enjoying, whar contentment find? 

Thus I pteſumptuous; and the viſion bright, 

As with a ſmile more btighten'd, thus reply'd. 

What call'ſt chou ſolirude ? Is not the carth 
Wich various living creatures, and the air, 
Replenich'd , and all theſe, ar thy command, 
To come and play before thee ? Know'tt thou not 
Their language and their ways? they alſo know, 
And r:a'on not conr2mptib!y ; with theſe 
Find palt:mc , and bear rule ; thy realm is large. 
So ſpake the univerſal Lord, aud ſæem'd 
So ord”'ring. I, with leave of ſpeech implor'd, 
And humble deprecation, thus reply'd. 

Let not my words offend thee, heav'nly Pow'r, 
My Maker, be propitious while I ſpeak, 


Haſt thou not made me her: thy ſubſtiture , 
And theſe inferior tar beneath me (cr 2 
Among unequals what ſociety 
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134 PARADISE LOST. 
Can ſort , what harmony or true delight? 
Which muſt be mutual, in proportion due 
Giv'n and receiv*'d ; but in diſparity 
The one intenſe, the other ſtill remiſs , 
Cannot well ſuit with either, bur ſoon prove 
Tedious alike. Of fellowship I ſpeak 
Such as I ſeek , fit to participate 
All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human conſort : they rejoice 
Fach with their kind , lion with lioneſs 
So fitly them in pairs thou haſt combin'd ; 
Much leſs can bird with b:aſt , or fish with fow! 
So well converſe , nor with the ox the ape; 
Wortc then can man with beaſt, and leaſt of all. 

Wherero th' Almighty anſwer'd , not diſplcas'd. 
A nice and ſubtle happineſs I ſee 
Thou to thyſelf ptopoſeſt, in the choice 
Of thy aſſociates, Adam, and vilt taſte 
No pleaſure, though in pleaſure, ſolitary. 
What think'ſt thou then of me, and this my ſtare ? 
Seem I to thee ſufficiently polleſs'd 
Ot happineſs, or not? who am alone 
From all eternity; for none I know 
Second to me, or like; equal much leſs. 
How have I then with whom to hold converſe , 
Save with the creatures which I made , and thoſe 
To me inferior, infinite deſcents | 
Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He ceas'd ; I lowly anſwer'd. To attain 
The height and depth of thy eternal ways 
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All human thoughts come short, Supreme of things; 
Thou in thyſelf art perfect, and in thee 
Is no deficience found : nor ſo is man, 
But in degree , the cauſe of his deſite 
By converſation with his like to help, 
Or ſolace his defects. No need that thou 
Shouldſt propagate, already infinite, 
And through all numbers abſolute, though one: 
But man by number is to manifeſt 
His ſingle impetfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his image multiply'd, 
In unity defective , which requires 
Collateral love, and deareſt amity. 
Thou in thy ſecrecy although alone, 
Beſt with thyſelf accompanied, ſeek'ſt not 
Social communication; yet ſo pleas'd, 
Canſt raiſe thy creature to what height thou wilt 
Of union or communion , deify'd : 
I by converſing cannot theſe erect 
From prone, nor in their ways complacence find, 
Thus I imbolden'd ſpake , and freedom us'd 
Permiſſive, and acceptance found; which gain'd 
This anſwer from the gracious voice divine. 
Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleas'd ; 
And find thee knowing , not of beaſts alone, 
Which thou haſt rightly nam'd , bur of thyſelf, 
Expreſſing well the ſpi'tit within thee free, 
My image, not imparted to the brute; 
Whoſe fellowship therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reaſon was thou freely shouldſt diſlike, 


236 PARADISE LOST, 
And be ſo minded ſtill: I, ere thou ſpak'ſt , 
Knew it not good for man to be alone; 

And no ſuch company as then thou ſaw'ſt 


* 1 \ 4 Intended thee, for trial only broughr , — | 
Fi. 1 To ſee how thou couldſt judge of fit and meet: J eng 

| | 1 | | What next I bring shall pleaſe thee , be aſſur d, 4 AG a 
lk | if fi Thy likeneſs, thy fit help, thy other ſelf, 1 and 

74 . N Thy wich exactly to thy heart's deſire. : ATE 

th 115 He ended, or I heard no more; for now | byes 

| i | | My earthly by his heav'nly overpower'd, | Wy 

| : 4 1 5 Which it had long ſtood under, ſtraia'd to the hæiglt 1 * 
"if "4 | Tt. In that celeſtial colloquy ſublime , | I wid 
, 1 11174 * As with an object that excels the ſenſe 5 _ 
1 L 36 Dazzled and ſpent, ſunk down, and ſought repair _ 
SH 4 L914 Of ſleep, which inſtantly fell on me, call'd 1 
; 1 1 | q' By nature as in aid; and clos'd mine eyes. Hg 
3.4.8 4 Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell By 8 
ö i 1 | i: Of fancy, my internal {light , by which 1 
1. F Abſtract as in a trance methought I ſaw, 1 = 
f 177 Though fleeping , where I lay, and ſaw the shap: 3 
i a ' | 4 ; Still glorious before whom awake I ſtood ; f 0 
415 {| j | *, Who ſtooping open'd my left fide, and took 1 ” 
| ; 1 q +4 From thence a tib , with cordial ſpirits warm , Ho 
0 1 i | | And life-blood ſtreaming fresh ; wide was the wound , f kt 
& f 101 1 Bur ſuddenly wich flesh fill'd up, and heal d: BY 2 1 

i f | | | 1 The rib he form'd and fashion'd with his hands; | 

' (| 1 Under his forming hands a creature grew, | 

1 | Fi Manlike , but different ſex, ſo lovely fair, | : 

a | That what ſeem'd fair in all the world , ſeem'd now 


Mean, or in her ſumm'dzup, in her contain'd , 


10 
And in her looks; which from that time infus'd 
Sweetneſs into my heart, unfelr before , 
And into all things from her air inſpir'd 
The ſpi'tit of love, and amorous delight. 
She diſappear'd, and left me dark; I wak'd 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her loſs, and other pleaſures all abjure : 
When out of hope, behold her, not far off, 
Such as I ſaw her in my dream, adorn'd 
Wich what all earth or heaven could beſtow 
To make her amiable : on she came, 
Led by her heav'uly Maker, though unſceny. 
And guided by his voice, nor uninfotm'd 
Of nuprial ſanctity and mariage-rires : 
Grace was in all her ſteps, heav'n in hereye, 
In every geſture dignity and love. 
I overjoy'd could not forbear aloud. 
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This turn hath made amends ; thou haſt fulfill'd 


Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign, 
Giver of all things fait, bur faireſt this 

Of all thy gifts, nor envieſt. I now ſee 

Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myſelf 
Before me: woman is her name, of man 
Extracted; for this cauſe he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to? his wife adhere ; 


And they shall be one flech , one heart, one ſoul. 
She heard me thus, and though divinely brought, 


Yer innocence and virgin modeſty , 
Her virtue and the conſcience of her worth, 
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238 PARADISE LOST. 
That would be woo'd , and not unſought be wou, 
Not obvious, not obtruſive , but cerir'd , 

The more deſirable, or to ſay all, 

Nature herſelf, though pure of ſinful thought, 
Wrought in her ſo, that ſeeing me, she tutn'd: 

I follow'd her; she what was honour knew, 

And with obſequious majeſty approv'd 

My pleaded reaſon. To the nuprial bow'r 

I led her blushing like the mora : all heav'n, 
And happy conſtellations on that hour 

Shed their ſelecteſt influence; the earth 

Gave ſign of gratulation, and each hill 

Joyous the birds; fresh gales and gentle airs 
Whiſper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung roſe, flung odours from the ſpicy shrub, 
Diſporring , till the amorous bird of night 

Sung ſpouſal, and bid haſte the ev'ning- ſtar 


On his hill- top, ro light the bridal lamp. 


Thus have I told thee all my ſtare, and brought 
My ſtory to the ſum of earrhly bliſs 
Which I enjoy; and muſt confeſs ro find 
In all things elſe delight indeed, but ſuch 
As us'd or not, works in the mind no change, 


Nor vehement delice; theſe delicacies 


mean of taſte, ſight, ſmell, herbs, fruits, and flow's;, 
Walks , and the melody of birds : bur here 

Far otherwiſe , tranſported I behold , 

Tranſported touch; here paſſion firſt I felt; 
Commotion ſtrange, in all enjoyments elſe 
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Superior and unmoy'd , here only weak 
Againſt the charm of beauty's pow'rful glance. 
Or natute fail'd in me, and left ſome part 
Not proof enough ſuch object to ſuſtain ; 

Or from my ſide ſubducting, took perhaps 
More than enough; at leaſt on her beſtow'd 
Too much of ornament, in outward show 
Elabotate, of inward leſs exact. 

For well 1 underſtand in the prime end 

Of narure her th* inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties , which moſt excel; 

In outward alſo her reſembling leſs 

His image who made both, and leſs expreſſing 
The character of that dominion giv'n 

O'cr other creatures: yet when I approach 

Her lovelineſs, fo abſolute she ſeems , 

And in herſelf compleat, ſo well ro know 

Her own , that what she wills to do or ſay, 
Seems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreereſt, beſt 3 
All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded , wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
Loſes diſcount'nanc'd , and like folly shows; 
Authority and reaſon on her wait, 
As one inrended firſt, nor after made 
Occaſionally ; and to conſummare all, 
Greatneſs of mind, and nobleneſs, their ſear 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic plac'd. 
To whom the Angel with contracted brow, 
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2.40 PARADISE LOST. 
Accuſe not nature, she hath done her part; 

Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 

Of wiſdom, she deſerts thee not, if thou 
Diſmiſs not her, when moſt thou need'ſt her nigh , 
By attributing overmuch to things 

Leſs excellent, as thou thyſelf perceiv'ſt. 

For what admir*ſt thou, what tranſports the: ſo , 
An outſide fair, no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing , thy honouring , and thy love, 
Nat thy ſubje&ion, Weigh with her thyſelf; 
Then value: oft- times nothing profits more 
Than ſelf eſteem, grounded on juſt and right 


Well manag'd ; of that skill the more thou know'ſt , 


The more she will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to rcaliries yield all her shows : 
Made ſo adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful , that with honour thou may'f love 
Thy mate, who ſees when thou art ſeen leaſt wiſe, 
Bur if rhe ſenſe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated ſeem ſuch dear delight 

eyond all other, think the ſame vouchſaf'd 
To cattle and each beaſt ; which would nor be 
To them made common, and divulg'd , if ought 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to ſubdue 
The ſoul of man, or paſſion in him move. 
What high'er in her ſociety thou find'ſt 
Attractive, human, rational, love ſtill; 
In loving thou doſt well, in paſſion not, 
Wherein true love conſiſts not; love refines 


The 
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The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his ſear 

In reas'on,, and is judicious, is the ſcale 

By which to heav'nly love thou mayſt aſcend , 

Not ſunk in carna! pleaſure, for which cauſe 

Among the bealts no mate for thee was found, 
To whom thus half abash'd Adam rep!y'd. 

Neither her outſide form'd ſo fair, not ought 

In procreation common to all kinds 

(Though higher of the genial bed by far, 

And with myſterious reverence I deem ) 

So much delights me, as thoſe graceful acts, 

Thoſe: thouſand decencies that daily flow 

From all her words an actions mix'd with love 

And (weer compliance, which declare untcign'd 

Union of mind, or in us both one ſoul ; 

Harmony to behold in wedded pair 

More grateful than harmonious ſound to th' ear, 
et theſe ſubject not: I ro thee diſcloſe 


What inward thence I feel; not therefore foil's! 
7 I 


Who meet with various objects, from the ſenſe 
Variouſly repreſenting ; yer {till free 
Approve the beſt, and follow whatI approve. 
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To love thou blam'ſt me not; for love thou ſayꝰſt 


Leads up to heav'n, is both the way and guide: 
Bear with me then, if lawful what Lask: 


Love not tlie heav'nly ſpi'tits, and how their love 


Expreſs they, by looks only? , or do they mix 
Irradiance , virtual or immediate touch 


To whom the Angel, with a ſmile that glow'd 
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242 PARADISE LOST. 
Celeſtial roſy red , love's proper hue, 
Anſwer'd, Let it ſuffice thee that thou know'ſk 
Us happy”, and without love no happine's. 
Whatever pure thou in the body” enjoy ſt, 
And pute thou wert created) we enſoy 

In eminence, and obſtacle find none ] 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, excluſive bars : 

Faſier than air with air, if ſpi'rits embrace, 

Toral they mix, union of pure with pure 
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Defiring z nor reſtrain'd conveyance need, 
As flesh ro mix with flesh, or ſoul with ſoul. 
Bur I can now no more; the parting ſun 
Beyond the earth's green cape and verdant iſles 
Heſperian ſers , my ſignal to depart. | 

Be ſtrong , live happy? , and love; bur firſt of all 
Him whom to love is to obey , and keep 
His great command; take heed leſt paſſion ſway 
Thy judgment to do ought , which elſe free will 
Would not admit; thine, and of all thy ſons, 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd ; beware. 

I in thy perſevering shall rejoice, 

And all the bleſs'd : ſtand faſt to ſtand or fall 
Free in thine own arbitrement ir lies. 

Perfect within, no outward aid require : 
And all temptation to tranſgreſs repel. 

So ſaying , he aroſe ; whom Adam thus 
Follow'd with benediction. Since to part, 
Go heav'nly gueſt, ethereal meſſenger , 
Sent from whoſe ſoy'reign goodneſs I adoze. 
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Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condeſcenſion , and shall be' honour'd ever 
With grateful memory: thou ro mankin4 
Be good and friendly ſtill, and oft return. 

So parted they; the Angel up to heav'n 
From the thick shade, and Adam to his bow'r. 


End of the firſt volume, 
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THE ARGUMENT 


or Book IX. 


- 

Satan having compaſſed the carth , with 
meditated guile, returns as a miſt by night 
into Paradiſe, and enters into the ſerpent fleep- 
ing. Adam and Eve in the morning go forth 
to their labours; which Eve propolcs to di- 
vide in ſeveral places, each labouring apart: 
Adam conſents not, alledging the danger, leſt 
that enemy, of whom they were fore warned, 
Should attempt her found alone : Eve, loath 
to be thought not circumſpect or firm enough, 
urges her going apart, the rather deſirous to 
make trial of her ſtrength; Adam at laſt yields. 
The ſerpent finds her alone; his ſubtle ap- 
proach , firſt gazing , then ſpeaking , with 
much flattery extolling Eve above all other 
creatures. Eve, wondering to hear the ſerpent 
ſpeak, asks how he attained ro human ſpeech 
and ſuch underſtanding not till now; the ſer- 
pent anſwers, thar by taſting of a certain tree 
in the garden he attained both to ſpeech and 
reaſon, till then void of both: Eve requires 
him to bring her to that tree, and finds it to 


8 


| pent now grown bolder, with many wiles and 
arguments induces her at length to eat; she 
plcas'd with the taſte, deliberates a while he- 
ther to impart thereof to Adam or not; at laſt 
brings him of the fruit, relates what perſuaded 
„ A 
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[ 


(2) 


her to eat thereof: Adam at firſt amazed, but 
perceiving her loſt, reſolves through vehe- 
mence of love to perish with her; and ex- 
tenuating the treſpaſs, ears alſo of the fruit: 
The effects thereof in them Hoth; they {eek 
to cover their nakedneſs; then tall to varian- 
ce, and accuſation of one another. 
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N o more of talk where God or angel gueſt 
Wich man, as with his friend, familiar us'd 

To lit indulgent, and with him parrake 

Rural repaſt, permitting him the while 

Venial diſcourſe unblam'd : I now muſt change 
Thoſe notes to tragic ; tou! diſtruſt, and breach 
Diſloyal on the part of man, revolt, 

And di ſobedience; on the part of heaven 

Now alienated, diſtance and diſtaſte, 

Anger and juſt rebuke, and judgment giv'n , 
That brought into this world a world of woe, 

1 g Sin, and het shadow death, and miſery 

2 Dearh's harbinger : ſad task, yet argument 
Not leſs, but more heroic than the wrath . 
| ; Of ſtern Achilles on his foe purſu'd 

| Thrice fugitive about Troy wall; or rage 


| oft Turnus for Lavinia diſeſpous'd ; 

: 1 Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's, that ſo long 

[1 Perpl:x'd the Greek, and Cytherea's ſon ; 

It anſwerable ſtile I can obtain 

; of my celeſtial patroneſs, who deigns 

0 Her nightly viſication unimplor'd , 

And dictates to me ſlumb' ring, or inſpires 
A ij 
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4 PARADISE LOST, 
Eaſy my unpremeditated verſe : 

Since firſt rhis ſubject for heroic ſong 

Pleas'd me, long chuling , and beginning late; 
Not ſedulous by nature to indite : 
Wars, hitherto the only argument 

Heroic deem'd, chief maſt'ry to diſſect 

With long and tedious havock fabled knights | 
In battels teign'd ; the better fortitude 6 
Ot patience and heroic martyrdom 

Unſung ; or to defcribe races and games, 

Or tilting furniture, imblazon'd shields, 
Impreſſes quaint, capariſons, and ſteeds; 

Baſes and tinſel trappings, gorgeous knights 

At jouſt and torneament; then marshall'd feaſt 
Serv'd up in hall, with ſewets, and ſeneshals; 
The skill of artifice or office mean, 

Not that which juſtly gives heroic name 

To perſon, or to pozm. Me of theſe 

Nor skill'd, nor ſtudious, higher argument 
Remains, ſufficient of irſelf to raiſe 
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Thar name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 8 
Depreſs'd; and much they may, if all be mine, \ 
Not hers who brings it nightly ro my ear. F 
The ſun was ſunk, and atrer him the ſtar N 
Of Heſperus , whoſe office is to bring ; D 
Twilight upon the earth, short atbiter KB 
*Twixt day and night, and now from end to end A 
Night's hemiſphere had veil'd th? horizon round: G 


When Satan, who late fled before the threats 1 
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Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On man's deſtruction, maugre what might hap 
Of hcavier on himſelf, fearleſs return'd. 
By night he fled, and at midnight rerurn'd 
From compalling the earth, cautious of day, 
} Since Uriel, regent of the ſun, deſcry'd 
1 His entrance, and forewarn'd th: cherubim 
That kept their watch; thence full of anguish driv'n, 
7 The ſpace of ſey'n continu'd nights he rode 
| Wirth darkneſs , thrice the equinoctial line 
* Hecircled, four times croſs'd the car of night 
| From pole to pole, traverſing each colure ; 
; On th” eighth return'd, and on the coaſt averſe 
: 


From entrance or cherubic watch, by ſtealth 
Found unſuſpected way. There was a place, 
Now not, though ſin, not time, firſt wrought the change, 
: Where Tigris at the foot of Paradiſe 
| Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 

Role up a fountain by the tree of life: 

In with the river ſunk, and with ir roſe 
Satan, involv'd in riſing miſt; then ſoughr 
Where to lie hid : ſea he had ſcarch'd, and land, 
From Eden over pontus, and the pool 
Mæotis, up beyond the river Ob; 
Downward as far antarctic; and in length 
| Welt from Orontes to the ocean barr'd 
At Darien, thence to the land where flows 
Hanges and Indus: thus the orb he roam'd 
VWiich narrow ſearch, and with inſpection deep, 
| A": 


6 PARADISE LOST. 
Contider'd ev'ry creature, which of all 


Moſt opportune might ſerve his wiles, and found 


The ſerpent ſubtleſt beaſt of all the field. 
Him after long debate, irreſolute 
Of thoughts revolv'd, his final ſent-nc- choſe 
Fir veſſel, krreſt imp of fraud, in whom 
To enter, and his dark ſuggeſtions hide 
From sharpeſt fight : for in the wily ſnake, 
Whatever ſleights none would ſuſpicious mark, 
As from his wit and native ſubtlety 
Proceeding , which in other beaſts obſerv'd 
Doubt might beget of diabolic pow'r 
Active within beyond the ſenſe of brute, 
Thus he reſolv'd, but frſt from inward grief 
His burſting paſſion into plaints thus pour'd. 

O earth, tow like ro heav'n, it not prefert'd 
More juſtly, ſeat worthier of Gods, as built 
With ſecond thoughts, re forming what was old! 
For what God after better worſe would build 2 
Terreſtrial heav'n , danc'd round by other heav'ns 
Thar shine, yer bear their bright officious lamps, 
Light above light, for thee alone, as ſeems, 
In thee concenr'ring all rheir precious beams 
Of ſacred influence! As God in heaven 
Is center, yet extends to all; ſo thou 
Cent'ring receiv'ſt from all thoſe orbs; in thee 
Not in themſelves, all their known virtue' appears 
Productive in herb, plant, an4 nobler birth 
Of creatures animare with gradual lite 
Of growth , ſenſe, reaſon, all ſumm'd up in man. 
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With what delight could I have walk'd thee round, 
If I could joy in ought, ſweet interchange 
Of hill, and valley , rivers, woods, and plains, 
Now land, now ſea, and shores with foreſt crown'd , 
Rocks, dens, and caves! but I in none of theſe 
Find place or refuge; and the more I ſee 
Pleaſures abour me, ſo much more I feel 
* Torment within me? , as from the hateful ſiege 
Of contraries; all good to me becomes 
Bane, and in heav'n much worſe would be my ſtate. 
Bur neither here ſeek I, no nor in heav'n 
To dwell, unleſs by maſt'ting heav'n's Supreme; 
Nor hope to be myſelf leſs miſerable 
By what I ſeek, but others to make ſuch 
As I, though thereby worſe to me redound : 
For only in deſtroying I find eaſe 
To my relentleſs thoughts; and him deftroy'd , 
Or won to what may work his utter loſs , 
For whom all this was made; all this will ſoon 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe; 
In woe then; that deſtruction wide may range : 
To me shall be the glory ſole among 
Th' infernal pow'ts, in one day to have marr'd 
What he Almighty ſtyl'd, fix nights and days 
Continu'd making, and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving, though perhaps 
Not longer than ſince I in one night freed 
From ſervitude inglorious well nigh half 
Th' angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers ; he, to be aveng'd, 

A iy 


L PARADISE LOST. 
And to repair his numbers thus impair'd , 
Whether ſuch virtue ſpent of old now fail'd 
More angels to create, if they ar leaſt 

Are his created, or, to ſpite us more, 


a — 


Derermin'd to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of earth , and him endo , 
Exalted from ſo baſe original, 

With heav'nly ſpoils , our ſpoils : what he decreed , 
Hle' effected; man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his ſear , 

Him lord pronounc'd, and, O indignity ! 
Subjected to his ſervice angel wings, 

And flaming miniſters to watch and tend 

Their earthly charge. Of theſe the vigilance 

I dread , and to elude , thus wrapr in miſt 

Of midnigh:-vapour glide obſcure, and pry 

In every bush and brake, where hap may find | 
The ſerpent ſleeping, in whoſe mazy folds = 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O foul deſcent! that I who erſt contended 

With Gods to fit the high'eſt , am now conſtrain'd 
Into a beaſt , and mix'd with beſtial lime , 
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This eſſence to incarnate and imbrute, 

That to the heighth of deity aſpir'd. 

Bur what will not ambition and revenge 
Deſcend to?. Who aſpires , muſt down as low 

As high he ſoar d, obnoxious, firſt or laſt, 

To baſeſt things. Revenge, at firſt though ſweet, 
Bitter ere long, back on itſelf recoils: 

Let it; I reck not, ſo it light well aim'd, 
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Since higher I fall short, on him who next 
Provokes my envy , this new favourite 
Of heav'n , this man of clay, ſon of deſpite, 
Whiom us the more to ſpite his Maker rais'd 
From duſt : ſpit: then with ſpite is beſt repaid. 
So ſaying , through cach thicket , dank or dry , 
Like a black miſt low creeping , he held on 
His midnight ſcarch , where ſooneſt he might find 
The ſerpent : him faſt ſleeping ſoon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round ſelf-rall'd , 
His head the midſt , well ſtor'd with ſubtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid shade or diſinal den, 
Nor nocen: yet, but on the graſſy herb 
Fearleſs unfeat'd he fl: pt. In at his mouth 
The devil enter'd, and his brut il ſenſe, 
In heatt or head, pollefiing ſoon inſpit'd 
| With 28 intelligential; but his fleep 
Diſturb'd not, waiting cloſe th' approach of morn. 
Now when as ſacred light began ro dawn 
In Eden on the humid flow'ss, that breath'd 
Their morning incenſe , when all things that breathe , 
From th' earth's great altat ſend up ſilent praiſe 
To the Creator, and his noſtrils fill 
With grateful ſmell, forth came the human pair, 
And join'd their vocal worship to rhe quire 
Of creatures wanting voice; that done, partake 
The ſeaſon , prime for ſweeteſt ſcents and airs : 
Then commune how that day they beſt may ply 
Their growing work; for much their work ourgrew 
The hands diſpatch of two gard'ning ſo wide: 
AY 


Wo” 


| - — 4 a : _ AL 
TO ee 


10 PARADISE LOST, 
And Eve firſt to her husband thus began. 
Adam, well may we labour ſtill to dreſs 

This garden, ſtill to tend plant, herb, and flow'r, 
Our pleaſaur task injoin'd; but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows , 
Luxurious by r:{traint; what we by day 

Lop overgrown , or prune, or prop, or bind, 
One night or two with wanton growth deri tes 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now adviſe, 
Or hear what to my mind frſt thoughts tre ſent: 
Let us divide our labours; thou where choice 
Leads thee, or her: moſt neeuls, wherh or to wind 
The wood bine round this arbour, or direct 

The claſping Ivy where to climb; wh:leI 

In yonder ſpring of roſes intermix'd 

With myrtle, find what to redreſe till noon : 

For while ſo near each other thus all day 
Our task we chooſe, what wonder if ſo near 
Looks inervene, and ſmiles, or object new 
Caſual diſcourſe draw on, which intermits 
Our day's work, brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of ſupper comes unearu'd. 

To whom mild anſwer Adam thus return'd. 

Sole Eve, aſſociate ſole, to me, beyond 
Compare, above all living creatures, dear, 


Woll haſt thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employ'd, 


How we might beſt fulfil the work which here 
God hath aſſign'd us; nor of me shalt pals 
Unprais'd : for nothing lovelicr can be found 


In woian than to ſtudy houshold good, 
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And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yer not ſo ſtricty hath our lord impos'd _ 
Labour, as to debar us when we need | 43 
Refreshmenr , whether food, or talk between, * 


8 
SIE. 


Food of che mind, or this ſweer intercourſe | 
Of looks and {miles ; for ſmiles from reaſon flow , 
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To brute deny'd, and ate of love the food, 1 
Love not the loweſt end of human life. 1 
For not to irkſome toil, but to delight 1 
lie made us, and delight to reaſon join'd. 1 \ 5 
Theſe paths and bow*rs doubt not but our joint hands a 1 


rr 


Will keep from wilderneſs with eaſe, as wide Fa , | 
As w2 need walk, till younger hands ere long | 
Alſiſt us. Bur if much coaverſe perhaps 
Thee ſatiate, to short abſence I could yield: 
For ſolitude ſometimes is beſt ſociety, | i 
and short retirement urges ſweet return. | 
But other doubt poſſeſſes me, leſt harm 
Befall thee ſever*'d from me; for thou knovꝰſt "Ft | 
What hath been warn'd us, what malicious fo: 
: Envying our happineſs, and of his own 
De pairing, ſeeks to work us woe and sliame 43 
By ſly aſſault; and ſomewhere nigh ar hand | 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wish and beſt advantage, us aſunder ; 6 

b 


322 


2 Hopeleſs to circumvent us join'd, where cach 
* To other ſpeedy aid might lend ar need: 
: Whether his firſt deſign be ro withdraw 
Our fealty from God, or to diſturb | 
Conjugal love, than which perhaps no bliſs 
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Enjoy'd by us excites his envy mote; 

Or this, or worſe, leave not the faithful ſide 

That gave thee being , ſtill sha4es thee , and ptoteas, 

The wife, where danger and dishonour lurks , 

Safeſt and ſcemlicſt by her husband ſtays , 

Who guards her, or with her the worlt eadures, 
To whom the virgin majeſty of Eve, 

As one who loves, and ſome unkindneſs meets, 

With ſweet auſtete compoſure thus reply'd. 
Oitspring of heav'n and earth, and all earth's lord, 

Thar ſuch an enemy we have, who ſeeks 

Our ruin, both by thee 12form'd | learn, 

And from the parting, angel overheard , 

As in a shady nook I ſtood behind, 

Juſt then return'd at shut of ev'ning-flow'ts. 

Bur that thou shouldſt my fitmneſs therefore doubt 

To God or thee, becauſe we have a foe 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 

His violence thou fear'ſt not, being ſuch 

As we , not capable of death or pain, 

Can cithcr not receive, or can repel. 

His fraud is then thy fear. which plain infers 

Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 

Can by his fraud be shaken or ſeduc'd; 


Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy breaſt, 


Adam, miſthought of her to thee to dear? 

To whom with healing words Adam teply'd. 
Daughtet of God and man, immortal Eve, 
For ſuch thou art, from ſin and blame entire: 


Not diſident of rhee do I diſſuade 
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Thy abſence from my ſight, but to avoid 
Th' attempt itſelf, intended by our foz. 
For he who tempts, though' in vain, at leaſt aſperſes 
The tempted with dishonour foul, ſuppos'd 
Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 
Againſt temptation: thou thyſelf with ſcorn 
And anger vouldſt reſent the offer'd wrong, 
Though ineffectual found: miſdeem nor then, 
If ſuch affront I labour roaverr 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy , though bold , will hardly dare; 
Or daring , firſt on me th' aſſault shall light. 
Nor thou his malice and falſe guile contemn ; 
Subtle he needs muſt be , who could ſeduce 
Angels ; nor think ſuperfluous others aid, 
I from the influence of thy looks receive 
Acceſs in every virtue, in thy ſight 
More wiſe , more watchful , ſtronger, if need were 
Of outward ſtrength; while shame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome, or over-reach'd , 
Would urmoſt vigour raiſe , and rais'd unite. 
Why shouldſt nor thou like ſenſe within thee feel 
When l am preſent , and thy trial chooſe 
With me, beſt witneſs of thy virtue rry'd ? 
So ſpake domeſtic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love; bur Eve, who thought 
Leſs attribured to her faith ſincere, 
Thus her reply with accent ſweet renew'd. 
It this be our condition, thus ro dwell 
In narrow circuit ſtraitenꝰd by a toe 
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subtle or violent, we not endu'd 
Single wich like defence, wherever met, 
How are we happy, ſtill in fear of harm? 
Bur harm precedes not (in : only our foe 
Tempring affronts us with his foul eſteem 
Of our integrity: his foul eſteem 
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 
Foul on himſelf ; then wherefore shunn'd or fear'd 
By us ? who rather double honour gain 
From his ſurmiſe prov'd falſe ; find peace within, 
Favour from heav'n, our witneſs from th' event. 
And what is faith, love, virtue unaſſay'd 
Alone, without exterior help ſuſtain' d? 
Let us not then ſuſpect our happy ſtate 
Left ſo imperfect by the Maker wiſe, 
As not ſecure to ſingle or combin'd. 
+ Frail is our happineſs, if this be ſo, 
And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd. 

To whom thus Adam fervently reply'd. 
O woman , beſt are all things as the wi!l 
Of God ordain'd them : his creating hand 
Nothing imperfe& or deficient left 
Of all that he created; much leſs man, 
Or ought that might his happy ſtare ſecure , 
Secure from ourward force ; within himſelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his pow'r: 
Againſt his will he can receive no harm. _ 
But God left free the will; for what obeys 
Reaſon, is ſree; and reaſon he made right, 
Bur bid her well be ware, and till erect, 
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Leſt by ſome fair appearing good ſurpris d 
She dictate falſe , and miſinform the will 
To do what God expreſsly hath torbid. 
Not then miſtruſt, bur tender love, injoins , 
That I should mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 
Firm we ſubſiſt, yet poſſible to ſwetve; 
Since reaſon not impoſſibly may meer 
Some ſpecious object by the fo: ſuborn'd, 
And fall iuto deception unawate, 
Not keeping ſtricteſt watch, as she was warn'd. 
Sezk not temptation then, which to avoid 
Were better, and moſt likely it from me 
Thou ſever not: trial will come unſoughr. 
Wouldſt thou approve thy conſtancy , approve 
Fiiſt thy obedience; th' other who can know, 
Not ſeeing thee attempted, who arreſt 2 
Bur if thou think, trial unſought may find 
Us both ſecurer than thus warn'd thou ſcem'lt, 
Go; for thy ſtay , not free, abſents thee mote; 
Go in thy native innocence, r-ly 
On what thou haſt of virtue, ſummon all, 


For God tow'ards thee hath done his part, do thine, 


So ſpake the patriarch of mankind, but Eve 
Perliſted , yer ſubmiſs, though laſt , reply'd. 

With thy permiſſion then, and thus forewarn'd , 
Chicfly by what thy own laſt reaſoning words 
Touch'd only „that our trial, when l:ait ſought, 
May find us both perhaps far leſs ptepar'd, 
The willinger I goz nor much expect 
A foe ſo proud will firit the weaker ſeek; 
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So bent, the more shall chame him his repulſe. 
Thus ſaying , from her husband's hand her hand 

Soft she withdrew , and like a wood-nymph light 

Oread or Dryad , or of Delia's train , 

Berook her to the groves z bur Delia's ſelf 

In gait ſurpaſs'd, and goddeſs- like deporr 3 

Though not, as she, with bow and quiver arm'd , 

But with ſuch gard'nirg tools, as art yet rude, 

Guiltleſs of fire, had form'd , or angels brought. 

To Palcs , or Pomona, thus adorn'd , 

Likeſt she ſeem'd , Pomona when she fled 

Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime , 

Yer virgin of Proſerpina from Jove. 

Her long with ardent look his eye purſu'd 

Delighred , bur defiring more her ſtay. 

Oft he to her his charge of quick rerurn 

Repeated; she to him as oft engag'd 

To be return'd by noon amid the bow'r, 

And all things in beſt order to invite 

Noontide repaſt, or afternoon's repoſe. 

O much deceiv'd, much failing, hapleſs Eve, 

Of thy preſum'd return! event perverſe ! 

Thou never from that hour in Paradiſe 

Found'ſt either ſweet repaſt, or ſound repoſe ; 

Such ambush hid among ſwect flow'rs and shades, 

Waited with hellich rancour imminent 

To intercept thy way, or ſend thee back 

Deſpoil'd of innocence , of faith, of bliſs. 

For now , and fince firſt break of dawn, the fiend, 

Mere ſerpent in appearance, forth was come, 
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And on his queſt, where likelieſt he might find 
The only tuo of mankind , but in chem 
Tie whole included race, his purpos'd prey. 
In bow'r and held he ſoughr , where any tauft 
Of grove ot garden plot more pleaſant lay, 
Their tendance, or plantation for delight; 
By touncain or by shady rivuler 
He tought them both, bur wish'd his hap might find 
Eve ſeparat:; he vish'd , but not with hope 
Of what ſo ſeldom chanc'd : when to his wish, 
B-yond his hope, Eve ſcparatz he (pies, 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance , where she ſtood , 
Half ſpy'd , fo thick the roſes buſhing round 
About her giow'd ; oft ſtooping to ſupport 
Each flow'r of lender ſtalk, whoſe head though gay 
Carnation, purple”, azure , or ſpeck'd with gold, 
Hung drooping unſuſtain'd: them she upſtays 
Cently with my:tle band; mindleſs the while 
Herſelf, though faireſt unſuppotted flow'r, 
F:om her beſt prop fo fat, and itorm ſo nigh. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers'd 
Of ſtatelięſt covert, cedar, pine, or palm; 
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now ſeen 
Among thick woven arborets and flow'rs 
Inborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve: 
Sport more delicious than thoſe gardens feign'd 
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown'd 
Alcinous , hoſt of old Laertes' ſon, 
Or chat, not myſtic, where the ſapient king 
Leld dalliance with his fair Egyptian ſpouſe, 
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Much he rhe place admir'd , the perſon more. 
As one who long in populous city pent, 
W here houſes thick and ſewers annoy the air , 
Forth iſſuing on a ſummer's morn , to breathe 
Among the pleaſant villages and farms 
Adjoin'd , from each thing met conceives delight; 
The ſmcllof grain , or tedded gra's, or kine, | 
Or dairy” , each rural fight, each rural ſound z 
It chance, with nymphlike ſtep, fait virgin paſs, | 
What pleaſiug ſeem'd, for her now pleaſes more, 


She moſt, and in her look ſums all delight: N 
Such pleaſure took the ſerpent to behold TH | 
This low'ry plat, the ſweet receſs of Eve 1 
Thus early , thus alone; her heav'nly form EY. 1! 
Aygelic, but more ſoft, and feminine, I 
Her graceful innocence , her ey'ry air 5 
Of geſture, or leaſt action, overaw'd N 
His malice, and with rapine ſweet bereav'd 1 
His fierceneſs of the herce intent it brought: I 
That ſpace the Evil one abſtracted ſtood T 
From his own ey'il , and for the time remain'd | 

Stupidly good, of enmity diſarm'd , | 7 - It 
Of guile , of hate, of envy, of revenge. | A 


Bur the hor hell that always in him burns , P. 
Though in mid heav'n, ſoon ended his delight; C 
And tortures him now more, the more he ſ:es Fc 
Of pleaſure not for him ordainꝰd: then ſoon E 
Fierce hate he tecollects, and all his thoughts | & V 
Of miſchief, gratularing , thus excites. ? A1 


Thoughts , whither have ye led me! with what ſweets Fl. 
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compulſion thus tranſported, to forget 
What hither brought us! hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradiſe for hell, hope here to taſte a 
Of pleaſure , but all pleaſure ro deſtroy , 
Save what is in deſtroying z other joy 
To me is loſt. Then let me not ler paſs 
| Orcaſion which now ſmiles. Behold alone 
Ihe woman, opporrune te all attempts; 
Her husband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
Whoſe higher intellectual more I shun, 
And ſtrength, of courage haughty , and of limb 
*  Hz:roic built, though of rerreſtrial mold 
| Foc not informidable, exempt from wound 
I not; ſo much hath hell debas'd , and pain 
Infeebled me, ro what I was in heav'n. 
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for Gods, 
Not terrible, though terror be in love 
And beauty, not approach'd by {tronger hate, 
Hate ſtronger , under show of love well feign'd , 
The way which to her ruin now I tend 
So ſpake the enemy? of mankind , inclos'd 
In ſerpent, inmate bad, and toward Eve 
Addreſs'd his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as ſince, but on his rear, 
Circular baſe of riſing folds, that rower'd 
Fold above fold, a ſurging maze z his head 
; Creſted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes; 
1 With burnish'd neck of verdant gold, ere& 
Amidſt his circling ſpires, that on the graſs 
Floted redundant: pleaſing was his shape, 
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And lovely: never fince of ſerpent kind | 
Loveliet; not thoſe that in Illyria chang'd | | 
Hermione aud Cadmus, or the God 
In Epidautus; nor to which transform'd mk 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was ſcen 
He with Olympias, this with her who bore | 
Scipic the height of Rome. With tract oblique 
Ar firſt, as one who ſought acceſs , but fear'd 
To interrupt, ſide-long he works his way. 

As when a ship by skiltul ſteerſman wrought 
Nigh river's mouth or forcland , where the wind 
veers oft, as oft ſo ſteers, and shifts her fail ; 
So varied he, and of his torruous train 

Curl'd many a wanton wreath in ſight of Eve, 
To lure her eye. She buſied heard the ſound 

Of ruiling leaves; bur minded not, as us'd 

To ſuch diſport before her through the field, 


From every beaſt, more duteous at her call, 
Than at Circean call the herd diſguis'd. 

He bolder now, uncall'd before her ſtood, 
Bur as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd | 
His turret creſt , and ſleek enamell'd neck, 
Fawning , and lick'd the ground whereon she trod. 
His gentle dumb expreſſion rurn'd at length | 
The eye of Eve to mark his play; he glad 
Ot her attention gain'd, with ſerpent tongue 
Organic, or impulſe of vocal air, 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. 1 


Wonder not, ſov'reign miſtreſs, if perhaps = 
Thou canſt, who art ſole wonder; much leis arm 3 
| Thy ; 
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\ | Ho cam'lt thou ſpeakable of mute, and how 
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Thy looks, the heav'n of mildneſs, with diſdain, 
Diſpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Inſatiate; I thus ſingle; nor have fear'd 
Thy awful brow , more awful thus retir'd. 
Faireſt reſemblance of thy Maker fair , 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy celeſtial! beauty adore, 
With ravishment beheld , there beſt beheld 
Where univerſally admir'd ; bur here, 
In this incloſure wild , theſe beaſts among , | 
Beholdets rude, and shallow to diſcern 
Half what in thee is fait, one man except, 
Who ſees thee”? (and what is one?) who shouldſt be ſeem 
A Goddeſs among Gods, ador'd and ſery'd 
By angels numberleſs, thy daily train. 

So gloz'd the tempter, and his proem run'd ; 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 
Though at the voice much marvelling; at length 
Not unamaz'd she thus in anſwer ſpake. 
What may this mean? language of man pronounc'd. 
By tongue of brute , and human ſenſe expreſs'd ? 
The firſt at leaſt of theſe I thought deny'd 5 
To beaſts, whom God on their creation- day 
Created mute to all articulate ſound : 
The latter I demur : for in their looks 
Much reas'on , and in their actions, oft appears. 
Thee, ſerpent, ſubrleſt beaſt of all the field 
I knew , but not with human voice endu'd ; 
Redouble then this miracle, and ſay , 
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To me fo friendly grown above the reſt 

Of brutal kind, that daily are in ſight: 

Say, for ſuch wonder claims attention due. 
10 whom the guileful temptet this reply'd. 

Empte s of this fair world, reſplendent Eve, 


Eaſy it is ro me to tell chee all 


W lat thou command'ſt, aud right thou shouldſt be obzy't, 


I was at firſt as ©rher beaſts that graze 
The trodden h rb, ot abject thoughts and low 
As was mv fool; nor ought but foo diſcern'd 
Or ſex, and apprehended nothing high: 
Till on lay roving rhe field, I chan.'d 
A goo ly tree {ar di:tant ro behold, 
Loa:ien with fruit ot taiteſt colours mix'd, 
Rud ly and gol: I nearer drew to gaze; 
When from the bo ighs a ſavoury odour blown 5 
Crate ful to app=tite , more pleas'd my ſenſe 
Than ſmell of ſwcereſt fennel , or the tears 
Ot ewe or goat dropping with milk at ev'n 6 
Unſuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To ſatisfy the sharp deſire I had 
Ot aſting thoſe fair apples, I reſoly'd 
Not to def.r ; hunger and thirſt ar once, 
Pow'rful petſuaders, quicken'd at the ſcent 
Of chat alluring fruit, urg'd me ſo keen. 
About the molly trunk I wound me ſoon; 


For high from ground the branches would require 


Thy utmoſt reach, or Adam's: round the tree 
A'l other beaſts that ſaw , with like deſire 
Longing and envying ſtood, but could not teach. 
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Amid tlie tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempring ſo nigh , ro pluck and eat my fill 
1 ſpar'4 not; for ſuch pleaſute till that hour 
At feed or fbuntain never had I found. 
Sated ar 1-ngth, ere long I might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of r-aſon in my inward pow'rs, and ſpeech 
Wanted not long, though to this shape rerain'd, 
Th-nceforrh to ſ(peculations high or deep 
I rurn'd my thoughts; and, with capacious mind 
Conlid-r'd all things viſible in heaven, 
Or earth, or middle, all things fair and good; 
Bur all that fair and good in thy divine 
Semblance, and in thy beauty's heav'uly ray, 
United I beheld, no fair to thine 
Equivalent or ſecond , which compell'd 
Me thus, though imporrtune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worsip thee , of right declar'd 
Sov'teign of creatures, univerſal dame. 

So talk'd rhe ſpirited fly Snake; and Eve 
Vet mor: a.vaz'd unwary thus reply'd. 


Serpent, thy overpraiſing leaves in doubt 


The virtue of that fruit, in thee firſt prov'd: 
But ſay , where grows the tre”, from hence how far? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In haradiſe, and various, yet un':nown 
To us; in ſuch abundaace lies our c oice, 
As leaves a greater ſtor? of truit untouch'd, 
Still hanging incorrupr'ble, till men 
Grow up to their provilion, aud more hands 
| B ij 
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Help to disbutden Nature of her birth. 

To whom the wily adder , blithe and glad. 
Empreſs, the way is ready, and nor long; 
Beyond a row of myttles, on a flat, 

Faſt by a fountain, one ſmall thicker paſt 
Of blowing myrrh and balm : if rhou accepr 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither ſoon. 

Lead then, ſaid Eve. He leadirg (wiftly roll'd 
In tangles, and made intricate ſeem ſtrait, 

To miſchief ſwift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his creſt; as when a want'ring fire, 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 
Condenſes, and the cold environs round, 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 

Which oft, they ſay, ſome evil Spi'rit attends , 
Hov'ring , and blazing with deluſive light, 
Millea:ls th' amaz'd night-wand'ter from his way, 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool, 
There ſwallow'd up and loſt, from ſuccour far. 

So gliſter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 

Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree 

Of prohibition, root of all our woe: 

Which when she ſaw, thus to her guide she ſpake, 

Serpent; we might have ſpar'd our coming hither , 
Fruitleſs ro me, though fruit be here to' exceſs; 
The credit of whoſe virtue reſt with thee, 
Wondrous indeed, if cauſe of ſuch effects. 

Bur of this tree we may nor taſte nor touch; 
God ſo commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughrer of his voice; the zelt , we live 
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Law to ourſelves, our reaſon is our law. 

To whom the tempter guilefully reply'd. 
Indeed? hath God then ſaid that of the fruit 
Of all theſe garden-rrees ye shall not eat, 
Yer lords declar'd of all in earth or ait? 

To whom thus Eve yer ſinleſs. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat; 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidſt 
The garden, God hath ſaid. Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it, leſt ye die. 

She ſcarce had ſaid, though brief, when now more bold 
The remprter , but with show of zcal and love 
To man, and indignation at his wrong, 

New part puts on; and as to paſſion mov'd, 
Fluctuates diſtutb'd, yet comely and in act 
Rais'd, as of ſome great matter to begin. 

As when of old ſome orator renown'd 

In Athens or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flourish'd, ſince mute, to ſome great cauſe addreſs'd, 
Stood in himſelf collected, while each part, 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongue, 
Sometimes in height began, as no delay 

Of preface brooking through his zeal of right: 
So ſtanding, moving, or to height up grown, 
The tempter all impaſſion'd thus began. 

O ſacred, wiſe, and wiſdom-giving plant, 
Mother of ſcience, now I feel thy pow'r 
Wirhin me clear, not only to diſcern 
Things in their cauſes, bur to trace the ways 
Ot higheſt agents, deem'd howeyer wiſe. 

| Biij 
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Queen of this univerſe, do not believe 
Thoſe rigid threats of death; ye shall nor die: | 
How should ye? by the fruit? it gives you life | 
To knowledge, by the threatner? look on me, | 


Me who have touch'd and taſted , yer both live, 

An life more perfect have attain'd than fate | 

Meant me, by vent'ting higher than my lot. | 
, by ing hig | 


Shall that be chut to man, which to the bea! 

Is open ? or will Cod incenſe his ire 

For (ch a petty treſpas, and not praiſe 

Rather your dauntleſs virtue , whom the pain 
Of death denounc'd , whatever thing death be, 
Dererr'd not from archi:ving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil; 
Of good, how juit? of evil, if whar is cvil 

Be real, why not known , ſince cati-r shunn'd 2 
Cod therefore cannot hurt ye, ani be juſt; 
Not juſt, not God ; not f:ar'd then, nor obey'd: 
Your fear itſelf of death removes the fear. 
Why then was this forbid 2 Why but to awe , 
Why bur to keep ye low and ignorant, 

His worshippers: he knows, that in the day 
Ye car thereof, your eyes that ſeem fo clear, 
Vet are bur dim, shall perfectly be then 
Open'd and clear'd, and ye shall be as Gods, 
Knowing both good and evil as they know, 
Thar ye shall be as Gods, ſince Ias m an, 
Internal man, is but proportion meer 

I of brure, human; ye of human, Gods. 


So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 


Human, to put on Gods, death to be wish'd, 1 
Though cthrearen”.|,whi:zi n-- win ethan this can bring. 5 1 
And what ate Gods that man may ot become | 


- 


As th y, participating God-like food? 

The Go is are firſt, a' d riiat advantage uſe 
Ou our belief, chit al from cum proceeds: 
I jueſtion it, for this fair eth I ſee, 
Warm'd by the ſun, j roducing every kind, 
Them nothing: if they el thin,s, who inclos'd 


Knowledge of good cnteviiincks tree, ; 
Th: whoſo ears thereoſ, fort m ith attains = 
Wiſſlom without their | ave? and wherein lies of 
Th offence, tEñ¹at man should thus actain to know? 
What caa your kno ed ge hurt him, or this tree 
Impart againſt his will, if all be his? 
Or is it envy? and can envy dwell . 
In heav*aly breaits? theſe, theſe, and many more 
Cauſes, import your nee of this fa.r fruit. . 
God.!cfs humane, reach then, and freely taſte, 
He ended; and his words replete with guile 
Into her heart roo eaſy entrance won: 
Fix'ꝗ on the fruit she gaz'd , which to behold 
Might tempt alone; and in her cars the ſound 
Yer rung of his perſuaſive words, impregn'd 
Wich reaſon, ro her ſecming, and with truth; 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the ſmell 
So ſavoury of that fruit, which with deſire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taſte, 
Solicited her longing eye: yet firſt 
B iv 
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Pauſing a while , thus to herſelf she mus'd. 

Great are thy virtues , doubtleſs, veſt of fruits, 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be? admir'd 
Whoſe taſte , too long forborn, ar firſt aſſay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for ſpeech to ſpeak thy praiſe ; 
Thy praiſe he alſo who forbids thy uſe , 

Conc:als not from us, naming thee the tree 

Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil; 
Forbids us then to taſte , but his forbidding _ 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated , and our want: 

For good unknown, ſure is not had; or had, 
And yer unknown, is as not had ar all. 

In plain then, what forbids he but to kaow , 
Forbids us good , forbids us ro be wiſe ? 

Such prohibitions bind nor. Bur it death 

Bind us with after-bands, whar profits then 

Our inward freedom? In the day we eat 

Of this fair fruit, out doom is, we shall die. 
How dies the ſerpent? he hath eat'n and lives, 
And knows , and f peaks, and reaſons, and diſcerns , 
Irrational till then. For us alone | 

| Was death invented? or to us deny'd 

This intellectual food, for beaſts reſerv'd? 

For beaſts ir ſeems : yer that one beaſt which firſt 
Hath taſted, envies not, bur brings with joy 
The good befall'n him, author unſuſpect, 
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 
Whar fear I chen, rather what know to feat 
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Under this ignorance of good and evil, | 
Of God or death, of law or penalty? 
Here grows the cure of all, this ftuir divine, 
Fair to rhe eye, inviting to the taſte, 
Of virtue to make wiſe : what hinders then 
To reach, and feed at once both body' and mind? 
So ſaying, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, she pluck'd , she eat: 
Earth felt the wound; and Narure from her ſeat, 
Sighing through all her works, gave ſigns of woe, 
That all was loſt. Back to the thicker flunk 
The guilry ſerpent : and well might; for Eye 
Intent now wholly on her taſte , nought elſe 
Regarded , ſuch delight till then, as ſeem'd , 
In fruit she never taſted , wherher true 
Or fancy* ſo, through exp:Qation high 
Of knowledge: nor was God-head from her thought. 
Creedily she ingorg'd without reſtraint, 
And knew not eating death. Satiate at length, 
And heighten'd as with wine, jocund and boon, 
Thus ro herſelf she pleaſingly began. 
O ſov'reign, virtuous, precious of all trees 
In Paradiſe , of operation bleſs'd 
To ſapience , hitherro obſcur'd, infam'd, 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without ſong, each morning, and due ptaiſe, 
Thall tend thee, and the fertile burden eaſe 
Of thy full branches, offer'd free to all; 
Till dieted by thee I grow mature 
i By 
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In knowledge, as the Gods, who all things know; 
Though others envy what they cannot give; 

For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown, Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Beſt guide; not following thee, I had remain'd 
In ignorance; thou openꝰſt wiſdom's way, 

And giv'ſt acceſs, though ſecrer she retire. 

And I perhaps am ſecret; heav'n is high, 

High, and remote to ſee from thence diſtinct 


Tach thing on earth; and other care perhaps 


May have diverted from continual wacch 
Our great forbidder , ſafe with all his ſpics 
About him. But to Adam in what ſott 

Shall I appear? shall I ro him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happineſs with me; or rather not, 

Bur keep the odds of knowledge in my pow'r 
Wichout copartner ? ſo to add what wants 

In female ſex, the more to draw his love, 
And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

A thing not undeſirable , ſometime 

Superior; for inferior who is free? 

This may be well. But what if Cod have ſeen, 
And death enſue? then I shall be no more, 
And Adam wedded to another Eve, 

Shall live with her enjoying, I exrinct ? 

A death to think. Confirm'd then I reſolve, 
Adam shall share with me in bliſs or woe: 

So dear I love him, that with him all deaths 
I could endure, without him live no life. 
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So ſaying, from the tree her Hep she turn'd; 
But firſt low te 'rence done, as to the pow'r 
That dwelt within, whoſe pteſence had infus'd 
Into the plant ſciential ſap, detiv'd 
From nedar, drink of Gods. Adam the while, 
Waiting deſitous her return, had wove 
Of choiceſt low'rs a garland to adorn 
Her treſſes, and het rural labouts crown , 
As reapers oft ate wont their harveſt- queen. 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, ſo long de'ay'd : 
Vet oft his heart, divine of ſomething ill, 
Miſgave him; he the falt'ring meaſure felt; 
And forth to meet her went, the way she took 
That morn when firſt they parted. By the tree 
Ot knowledge he muſt paſs; there he her mer, 
Scarce from the tree returning; in her hand 
A bough of faireſt fruit, that downy ſmil'd , 
New gather'd , and ambroſial ſmell diffus'd. 
To him she haſted; in her face excuſe 
Came pro!ogue , and apology too prompt, 
Which wich bland words at will she thus addreſs'd, 

Haſt thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my ſtay? 
Thee I have miſs'd, aud thought it long, depriy'd 
Thy preſence, agony of love till now 
Not felt, nor shall be twice; for never more 
Mean I to try, what trash untry'd I ſought, 
The pain of abſence from thy ſight. But ſtrange 
Hath been the cauſe, and wonderful ro hear. 
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree 
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Of danger taſted, nor to” evil unknown 
Op'ning the way; bur of divine effect 
To open eyes, and make them Gods who taſte; 
And hath been taſted ſuch : the ſerpent wiſe, 
Or not teſtrain'd as we, or not obeying , 
Hath eaten of the fruir, and is become, 
Not dead, as we are threaten'd , but thenceſotth 
Endu'd with human voice and human ſenſe , 
Reaſoning ro admiration , and with me 
Perſuatively hath ſo prevail , that J 
Have alſo taſted, and have alſo found 
Th” effects to correſpond , op'ner mine eyes, 
Dim erſt , dilated ſpitits, ampler.hearr, 
And growing up to Godhead; which for thee 
Chiefly 1 ſought, without thee can deſpiſe. 
For bliſs, as thou haſt part, to me is bliſs; 
Tedious, unshar'd with thee, and odious ſoon. 
Thou therefore alſo raſte , that equal lot 
May join us, equal joy, as equal love 
Leſt thou not taſting , different degree 
Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when fate will not permit. 

Thus Eve with count'nance blithe her ſtory told; 
Bur in her cheek diſtemper flushing glow'd. 
On ch' other fide, Adam, ſoon as he heard 
The fatal treſpaſs done by Eve, amaz'd , 
Aſtonied ſtood, and blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints re!ax'd ; 
From his ſlack hand the garland wreath'd for Eye | 
Down dropt, and all the faded roſes shed: J 
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Speechleſs he ſtood , and pale; till thus at length 
Firſt to himſelf he inward ſilence broke. 

O faireſt of creation, laſt and beſt 
Of all God's works, creature in whom excell'd 
Whatever can to ſight or thought be form'd , 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or ſweet! 

How art thou loſt, how on a ſudden loſt, 
Detac*'d , deflowr'd , and now to death devote? 
Rather, how haſt thou yiel ſed to ttanſgreſs 
The ſtrict forbiddance , how to violate 
The ſacred fruit forbid Pn > Some curſed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguil'd thee ,, yer unknown ; 
And me with thee hath ruin'd : for with thee 
Certain my reſolution is to dic 
How can I live without thee, how forego _ 
Thy ſweer converſe and love ſo dearly join'd , 
To live again in theſe wild woods forlorn 2 
Should God create another Eve, and TI 

| Another tib afford, yer loſs of thee 
Would never from my hearr; no,no, I feel 
The link of nature draw me: flesh of flesh, 
Bone of my bone thou att, and from thy ſtare 
Mine never shall be parred , bliſs or woe. 

So having ſaid , as one from ſad diſmay 
Recomforred , and, after thoughts diſturb'd, 
Submitting to hat ſeem d remedileſs , 

Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he turn'd. 

Bold deed thou haſt preſum'd, advent'rous Eve, 
And peril great provok'd , who thus haſt dar'd , 
Had it been only covering to eye 
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That ſacred fruit, ſacred ro abſtinence , 

Much mote to taſte it, under ban to rouch. 

But paſt who can recall, or done undo? 

Not God omnipotent , nor fate: yet ſo 

Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fad 

Is not ſo hainous now, foreraſted fruit , 
Protan'd fitſt by the ſerpent, by him firſt 

Made common and unhallow'd ere out taſte: 
Not yet on him tound deadly; he yer lives, 
Lives, as thou ſaidſt, and gains to live, as man, 
Higher degree of life, inducement ſtrong 

To us, as likely taſting ro attain 

Proportional aſcent , which cannot be 

But to be Gods , or Angels, demi Gods. 

Nor can I think, that Cod, Creatot wiſe , 
Though threat'ning, will in earneſt ſo deſtroy 

Us his prime creatures, dignify'd ſo high, 

Set over all his works; which in our fall, 

For us created, neds with us muſt fail, 
Dependent made: ſo God shall uncreate, 

Be fruſtrate, do, undo, and labour loſe; 

Not well conceiv'd of God, who though his pow'r 
Creation could repeat, yet would be loath 

Us to abolish, leſt the adverſary 

Triumph, and ſay: Fickle their ſtare whom God 
Molt favours; who can pleaſe him long? Me firſt 
He ruin'd , now mankind : whom Will he next? 
Matter of ſcorn , not to be giv'n the foe. 
However, I with thez have fix'd my lot, 
Certain to undergo like doom: if death 
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conſort with thee, death is to me as life; 70 J 
So forcible within my heart I feel 7 
+ 
The bond of nature draw me ro my own , "1 


My own in thee, for what thou art is mine 
Our ſtate cannot be ſever'd, we are one, 
One flesh; ro loſe thee were to loſe myſelt. 
So Adam; and thus Eve to him reply d. 
O glorious trial of exceeding love, 
Illuſtrious evidence, example high! 
Engaging me to cmulate, but short 
Ot thy perfection, how shall I attain, 
Adam? from whoſe dear tide I boaſt me ſprung, 
And gladly of our union hear thee ſpeak , ; : 
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One heart, one ſoul in both; whereof good proof 
This day attords , declaring thee reſolv'd , * 
Rather than death, or ought than death more dread , 
Shall ſeparate us, link'd in love fo dear, 

To undergo wich me one guilt, one crime, 

If any be, of taſting this fair fruit; 

Whoſe virtue { for of good ſtill good proceeds, 
Direct, or by occaſion ) hath preſented 

This happy trial of thy love, which elſe 

So eminently never had been known. 

Were it I thought death menac'd would enſue 
This my attempt, I would ſuſtain al e 

The worſt , and not perſuade thee ; rathcr die 
Deſerted , than oblige thee with a fact 
Pernicious to thy peace; chicfly aſſur'd 
Remarkably ſo late of thy ſo ttue, 

So faithful love unequal'd; but I feel 
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Far otherwiſe th' event, not death, but life 
Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 
Taſte ſo divine, that what of ſweet before 
Hath touch'd my ſenſe , flat ſeems to this, and hatsh. 
On my experience, Adam, freely taſte, 
And fear of death deliver ro the winds. 
So ſaying , she embrac'd him , aud for joy , 

Tenderly wept; much won, that he his love 

Had ſo ennobled, as of choice ro' incur 

Divine diſpleaſute for her ſake , or death, 

In recompenſe (for ſuch compliance bad 

Such recompenſe beſt merits ) from the bough 

She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 

Wich liberal hand: he ſcrupled not to eat, 

Againſt his better knowledge z nor deceiv'd, 

Bur fondly overcome with female chat. 

Earth trembled from her intrails , as again 

In pangs; and Nature gave a ſecond groan; 

Sky lour'd , and murtering thunder, ſome ſad drops 
Wopt at completing of the mortal ſin 

Original; while Adain took no thought, 

Eating his fill; nor Eve to itetate 

Her former tre paſs fear'd , the more to ſooth 

Him with her lov'd ſociety that now, 


As with new wine intoxicated both , 

They ſwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within them breeding wings 

Wherewirh ro ſcorn the earth. But that falſe fruis 
Far o her op-cration firſt diſplay'd, 
Carnal delice inflaming ; he on Eye 
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Began to caſt laſcivious eyes , she him 
As wantonly repaid ; in luſt they burn: 
Till Adam thus gan Eve to dalliance move. | 

Eve, cow I ſee thou art exact of taſte , 
And elegant, of ſapience no ſmall part, | {20% 
Since to each meaning ſavour we apply, 
And palate call judicious: I the praiſe 
Yield thee, ſo well this day thou haſt purvey'd. 
Much pleaſure we have loſt, while we abſtain'd 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True relish , taſting; if ſuch pleaſure be 4 j 
In things to us forbidd'n , it might be wish'd , 
For this one tree had been forbidden ren. 2a 
But come , ſo well refresh'd ; now let us play, 
As meet is, after ſuch delicious fare; 4 
For never did thy beauty ſince the day 
I ſaw thee firſt, and wedded thee, adorn'd 
With all perfections, ſo inflame my ſenſe 
With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree. 

So ſaid he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent; well underſtood 
Of Eve, whoſe eye darred contagious fire. 
Her hand he ſeiz'd , and to a shady bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbowr'd , 
He led her nothing loath; flow'rs were the couch, * 
panſies, and violets, and af phodel, 1 
And hyacinth , earth's fresheſt ſofteſt lap. 
There they their fill of love, and love's diſporr 
Took largely, of cheir mutual guilt the ſeal , 
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The ſolace of their (in , till dewy il-ep 

Oppr-i$'4 ch-m , w-aricd with theit amorous plays 
Soon as the force of that f.llacious fruit, 

That with exhilarating vapour bland 

About their (pitits ha i play'd , ana inmoſt pow'rs 

Made ctr, was now exhal'd; and groil-r ſl ep 

Bred of unkindly tumes , with con cious dreams 

Incumber'd, now had left them; up they roſe 

As from unreſt, and cach the other viewing , 


Soon found their eyes how open'd , and their minds | | 


How daiken'd; innocence, that as a v-il 

Had shadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone, 
Jult confidence, and native rightcoutncis , 

And honout from about them, nake l 1:tr 

To gui'ty shame, he cover'd , but his robe 
Un-cov-r'd more. So roſe the Danite ſtrong, 


Hercul-an Samſon, from the harlot-lap | 
Of Pl:iliſtzan Dalilah, aud wak'd | 
Shorn of his ſtrenght. They deſtitute and bare 


Of all chcir virtue ; filent, and in face N 


Confounded, long they far, as ſtrucken mute; 

Till Adam, though nor leſs than Eve abash'd , 

Ar length gave utterance to theſe words conſtrain'd, 
O Eve, in evil hour thou didſt give ear 

To that falſe worm, of whomſoever taught 

To counterfeit man's voice; true in our fall, 

Falſc in our promis d tiſing; ſince our eyes 

Opet'd we find indeed, and find we know 

Boch good and ev'il, good loſt, and evil got, 

Bad truit of knowledge , if this be to know , 
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' Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void, 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity , 

Our wonted ornaments now ſoi!'d and ſtain'd , 
And in our faces evident the ſigns 

Of foul concupiſcence; whence evil ſtore, 
Ev'nshame, the laſt of -vils, of the hiſt 

Be ſure then. How shall I b-hol i the face 
Henceforth of Cod or Angel, etſt with joy 
And rapture ſo? oft beheld ? thoſe heav'nly shapes 
Will dazzle now this carthly with thu blaze 
Inſutferab!y bright. O might There 

In ſolitude live ſavage, in ſome glade 

Ob cur'd, where highelt woods impenetrable 
To ſtar or ſun-!ighr, ſpread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening. Cover me, ys pines, 
Ye cedats, with innumerable boughs 

Hide me, where I may n ver {0c them more. 
But let us now, as in bad p'ighr, deviſe 

What beſt may for th preſent ſ:rve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that ſcem moſt 
To shame obnoxious , and unſeemlieſt ſeen ; 


Some tree, whoſe broad ſmooth leaves together ſow'd, 


And girded on our loins , may cover round 
Thoſe middle parts, that this new comer, shame, 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counſel'd he, and both together went 
Into the thickeſt wood: there ſoon they choſe 
The fig- tree; that kind for fruit renown'd ; 
Bur ſuch as at this day to Indians known 
In Malabar or Decan , ſpreads her arms 
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Branching ſo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother-rree , a pillar'd shade 
High overarch'd, and echoing walks between; 
There oft the Indian herdſman shunning heat, 
Shelrers in cool, and trends his paſturing herds 
Ar loopholes cut through thickeſt shade: hoſe leaves 
They gather'd , broad as Amazonian targe ; | 
And with what skill they had, together ſow'd, | 
To gird their vaiſt; vain covering, if to hide | 
Their guilt and dreaded shame; O how unlike | 
To that firſt naked glory ! Such of late 

Columbus found th' American, ſo girr 

With feather'd cincture, naked elſe and wild 

Among the trees on iſles and woody shores. 

Thus fenc'd, and, as they thought, their shame in part 
Cover'd, but not at reſt or eaſe of mind, 

They ſat them down to weep nor only tears 

Rain'd at th-ir ey s, but high winds worſe within 
Began to tiſe, high. pa:tons , anger, hate, 

Miſtruſt , ſuſpicion , diſcord , and shook ſore | 

Their inward ſtare vc mind; calm region once, 

And fall of peace, now toſt and turbulent: 

For und-ritanding rul'd not, and the will 

Heard not her lore, both in ſVbjectiou now 

To ſenſual appetite, who from beneath 

Uſurping , over ſov'reign reaſon claim'd 

Superior ſway: from thus 4iftemper'd breaſt, 

Adam, eſtrang'd in lo: k and alter'd ſtile, 
Speech intermitted thus to Eye renew'd. 
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Would thou hadſt hearken'd to my words, and ſtay'd 
With me, as I beſoughr thee, when that ſtrange 
Deſire of wand'ring this unhappy morn , 
1 know not whence poſſeſs'd thee , we had then 
Remain'd ſtill happy, not as now, deſpoil'd 
Of all our good, sham'd, naked, miſerable. 
Let none henceforth ſeek needleſs cauſe ro? approve 
The faith they owe; when earneſtly they ſeek 
| Such proof, conclude , they then begin to fail. 

To whom ſoon movꝰ'd with touch of blame thus Eve. 
What words have paſs'd thy lips, Adam ſevere! 
Impur'ſt thou that to my default, or will 
Of wand'ring , as thou call'ſt it, which who knows 
Bur might as ill have happen'd thou being by , 

Or to thyſelf perhaps? Hadſt thou been there, 
Or here th* attempt, thou couldſt not have diſcerned 
Fraud in the ſerpent, ſpeaking as he ſpake; 
No ground of enmity between us known, 
Why he should mean me ill, or ſcek ro harm. 
Was Ito” have never partcd from thy (ide ? 

As good have grown there ſtill a lifeleſs rib, 
Being as I am, why didſt not thou, the head, 
Command me abſolutely not to go, 

Going into ſuch danger as thou ſaidſt 2 

Too facile then thou didſt not much gainſay, 
Nay didſt permit, approve, and fair diſmiſs, 
Hadſt thou been firm and fix'd in thy diſſent, 
Neither had I tranſgreſs'd , nor thou with me. 

To whom then firſt incens'd Adam reply'd, 
Is this the loye , is this the recompenſe 
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Of mine to th-e, ingrateful Eve, expreſs'd 


Immutable, when thou wert loſt, not I; 

Who might have liv'd, and joy d immortal bliſs , 
Yer willingly choſe rather death with thee ? 

And am I now upbraided as the cauſe 

Of thy cranſgrefling ? not enough ſevere, 

It ſeems, in thy reſtraint : what could I more! 

T warn'd thee, I admonish'd thee , foretold 

The danger, and th- lurking enemy 

That lay in wait; beyond this had been force, . 
And force upon free will hach here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on, ſecure 
Eicher to meet no danger, or to find 

Matter of glotious trial: and perhaps 

I alſo err'd in overmuch admiring 

What ſeem'd in thee ſo perfect, that I thought 
No evil durſt attempt thee z bur I rue 

That error now, which i; become my crime, 
And thou th” accuſer, Thus it shall befall 

Him who to worth in women overttuſting, 


Lets her will rule: reſtraint she will not brook 
Ani left to' herſclf, if evil thence enſue, 
She firſt his weak indulgence will accuſe. 

Thus they in mutual accuſation ſpent 
The fruitleſs hours, but neither ſelf-condemning, 
Aud of thcir vain conteſt appear'd no end. 


The end of the ninth book. 


— 


Tux ARGUMENT 
or Book X. 


Man's tranſgreſſion known, the guardian 
angels forſake Paradiſe, and return up to hea- 
ven to approve their vigilance; and are approv- 
ed, Cop de-laring that the entrance of Sa- 
tan could not be by them prevented. He ſends 
his SON to judge the tranſgreſfors; who de- 
ſcends, and gives ſentence accordingly; then 
in pity clothes them both, and reaſcends. Sin 
and death, ſitting till then at the gates of hell, 
by wondrous ſympathy feeling the ſucceſs of 
Satan in this new world, and the fin by man 
there committed, reſolve to ſit no longer con- 
fi:cd in hell, but to follow Saran their fire up 
to the place of man: To make the way eaſier 
from hell to this world to and fro, they pave 
a broad high ay or bridge over chaos, accord- 
ing to the track that Satan firſt made; then 
preparing for earth, they meet him, proud of 
his ſucce 8, retuining to hell; their mutual 
gratulation. Satan arrives at Pandemonium , in 
fall aſſembly relates with boaſting his ſucceſs 
againſt man; inſtead of applauſe, is entertain- 
ed with a general hiſs by all his audience, 
transformed with himſelf alſo ſuddenly into 
ſerpents, according to his doom given in pa- 
radiſe; then deluded with a show of the for- 
bidden tree ſpringing up before them, they 
greedily reaching to take of the fruit, shew 


duſt aud bitter ashes. The proceedings of fig 
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and death: Gop foretels the final victory of 
his Son over them, and the renewing of all 
things; but for the preſent commands Ris an- 
gels to make ſeveral alterations in the heavens 
and elements. Adam more and more perceiv- 
ing his fallen condition, heavily bewails; re- 
jects the condolement of Eve; she perſiſts, 
and at length appeaſes him: then, to eva- 
de the 3 likely to fall on their offspring, 
propoſes to Adam violent ways, Which he ap- 

roves not; but conceiving better hope, puts 
E in mind of the late promiſe made them, 
that her ſeed should be revenged on the ſer- 
pent, and exhorts her with him to ſeek peace 
of the offended Deity, by repentance and ſup- 
plication. | 
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Whatever wiles of foe ot ſceming friend. 


DAKADISE:LOST. 
BOOK Xx 


M EAN while the hainous and deſpiteful ac 

Of satan done in paradiſe, and how 

He in the ſerpent, had perverted Eve, 

Het husband she, to taſte the fatal fruit, 

Was known in heav'n; for what can ſcape the eye 
Of God all-ſeeing, or deceive his heart 
Omniſcieut? who in all things wiſe and juſt, 
Hinder'd not Saran to attempt the mind 

Of man, with ſtrength entire, and free will arm'd, 
Complete to have difcover'd and repuls'd 


For ſtill they knew, and ought to? have ſtill remember'd 
The high injunction not to talte that fruit, 
Whoever tempted; which they not obeying, 
Incurr'd (what could they leſs :) the penalty, 
And manifold in ſin, deſerv'd to fall. 
Up into heav'n from paradiſe in haſte 
Th' angelic guards aſcended , mure and ſad 
For man; for of his ſtare by this they knew, 
Much wond'ring how the ſubtle fiend had ſtol'n 
Entrauce unſeen. Soon as the unwelcome news 
From earth arriv'd at heav'n- gate, diſplaas'd 
All were who heard; dim ſadneſs did not ſpare 
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That time celeſtial viſages, yet mix'd 

With pity, violated not their bliſs. 

About the new arriy'd, in multitudes 

Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befel : they tow'ards the throne ſupreme 

Accountable made haſte, to make app-ar 

With rightcous plea their utmoſt vigilance , 

And eaſily approv'd : when the moſt high 

Erernal Father, from his ſecret cloud, 

Amidſt in thunder utter'd thus his voice. 
Aſſembled angels, and ye pow'rs return'd 

From unſucceſsful charge, be not diſmay'd , 

Nor troubled ar theſe tidings from the earth, 

Which your ſincereſt care could not prevent, ", 

Forctold ſo lately what would come to paſs , 

When firſt this remprer croſs'd the gulf from hell. 

I rol | yz then he should prevail and ſpeed 

On his bad errand ; man should be ſeduc'd 


And flatter'd out of all, believing lies | 
Againſt his Maker ; no decree of mine 
Concurring to neceſſitate his fall, 

Or touch with lighteſt moment of impulſe 

His free will, to her own inclining left 

In even ſcale. Bur fall'n he is, and now 

What reſts , but that the mortal ſentence paſs + 
On his tranſgteſſion, death denounc'd that day? 
Which he preſumes already vain and void, 

B cauſe not yer inflicted, as he fear'd , 

By ſome immediate ſtroke ; bur ſoon shall find 
Forbcarance no acquittance ere day end. 
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Taſtice shall not return as bounty ſcorn'd. + 
Bur whom ſend I ro judge them! whom bur thee + | 
Vicegerent Son? to thee l have ttansferr'd | 
All judgment, whether in heav'n, or eatth, or hell. 
Eaſy it may be ſeen that I intend 
Mercy collegue with juſtice, ſending rhee , 
Man's friend, his mediator, his deſign'd 
Both ranſom and red2emer voluntary , 
| And deſtin'd man him'clf to judge man fall'n. 

So ſpake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow ard the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Blaz'd forth unclouded deity : he full 
Reſplendent all his father manifeſt 
Expreſs'd , and thus divinely anſwer'd mild. 

Father eternal, thine is ro decree; | 
Mine both in heav'n and earth to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov'd 


May'ſt ever reſt well pleas'd. I go to judge 
| On carth theſe thy tranſgreſſots; bur thou know'ſt 
Whoever judg'd , the worſt on me muſt light, 
When time shall be; for ſo undertook 
Beforc thee? ; and not repenting, this obtain 
Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
Ou me d-riv'd : yet I shall remper fo 
Jultic2 with mercy”, as may illuſtrare moſt 
Ihem fully ſatisfy'd, and thee appeaſe. 
Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg'd, 
Thote two; the thitꝗ beſt abſent is condemn'd, 
Convict by flight, and rebel to all law: 
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Conviction to the ſerpent none belongs. 


Thus ſaying , from his radiant ſcat he roſe 
Of high collareral glory” : him thrones and pow'rs, 
Di ince loms and dominations miniſtrant 
Accompanied to heaven- gate, from whence 
Edeu and ail the coalt in proſpect lay. 
Down he deſcended ſtrait ; the ſpeed of Gods 


Time counts not, though with ſwifteſt minutes wing'd, 
Now was the ſun in weſtern cadence low 

From noon , and gentle airs ue ar their hour 

To fan the earth now wak'd , and usher in 

The ev*ning cool; when he, from wrath more cool, 
Came, the mild judge and interceſſot both, 

To ſentence man. The voice of Cod they heard 

Now walking in the garden, by foft winds 

Brought to their ears, while day declin'd; they heard, 
And from his preſence hid themſelves among 

The thickeſt trees, both man and wife, till God 
Approaching , thus to Adam cal!'d aloud. 

Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 

My coming ſcen far oft ? I miſs thee here, 

Not pleas'd , thus entertain'd with ſolitude , 


Where obvious duty' ere while appeat'd unſought : 
Or come I leſs conſpicuous, or what change J 
Abſents the, or what chance detains? Come forth. ; 

He came, and with him Eve, more loath, though fitſt 4 
To' offend; diſcount'nanc'd both, and diſcompos'd: $ 
Love was not in their looks, either to God , 2 


Or to each other; bur apparent guilt, 
And shame, and perrurbarion , and deſpair , 


ir 
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Anger, and obſtinacy*, and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam faltting long thus anſwer'd brief. 
I heard ch:e in the gard' u, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myſelf. To whom 
The gracious judge without revile reply'd. 
My voice thou oft haſt heard, and haſt not fear'd 
But ſtill rejoic'd 3 how is it now become 
So dreadtul to thee ? that thou” art naked, who 
Hath told thee ? haſt rhou eaten of the tree, - 
Whereof I gave the charge thou shouldſt not eat 

To whom thus Adam ſore beſet reply'd. 
O heav'n ! in evil ſtrait this day I ſtand 
Before my judge, either to undergo 
Myſelt the total crime, or to accuſe 
My other ſelf, the partner of my life; 
Whole failing , while her faith to me remains, 
should conceal , and nor expoſe to blame 
By my complaint: bur ſtrict neceſſity 
Subdues me, and calamirous conſtrainr , 
Leſt on my head both fin and punishment, 
However inſupportable , be all 


Devolv'd; though should I hold my peace, yet thou 


Would eaſily detect hat I conceal. | 

This woman, whom thou mad'it to be my help, 
And gav'ſt me as thy perfect gilt, ſo good, 

do fit, ſo accepiable, ſo divine, 

That from hir hand I could ſuſpect no ill, 

And what sh did, whatever in itſelf, 

Her doing ſeem'd to juſtify the deed; 

dhe gaye me of che tree, and 1 did eat. 
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To whom the ſov'rcign p.eſence thus teply'd. 
Was she thy Cod, that her thou Gi it obzy 
Before his voce: ur wi vin made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her . 
Thou didſt reſign thy manhood, aud the place 
Wherein Sod fer thee? above her, made of thee, 
And for thce, whole perfection far exceil'd 
Hers in all rcal digniry ? Adorn'd 
She was indeed, and lovely to artract 
Thy love, nor thy ſubjection; and her gifts 
Were ſuch as under government well ſcem'd , 
Unſcemly to bear rule; which was thy part 
And perton , hadſt thou known thy!clt atight. 

So having ſaid, he thus ro Eve in few. 

Say, woman, what is this which thou haſt done? 

To whom ſad Eve with shame nigh ov rWhelm'd, 
Confeiling ſoon, yer not before her judge 
Bold or lo quacious, thus abash'd reply'd. 

The ſerpent me beguil'd, and I did ear. 

Which when the lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he procceded on the accus'd | 
Serpent though bruce, unable ro transfer 
The guilt on him who made him inſtrumient 
Of miſchicf, and polluted from the eud 
Of his creation; juſtly then accurs'd, 

As virtiated in nature: more to know 

Concern'd not man (ſince he no further knew) 
Nor alter'd his offence; yet God ar laſt 

To Saten firſt in ſin his doom apply'd, 

Though in myſterious terms, judg'd as then beſt; 
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And on the ſerpent thus his curſe let fall. 
Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art accurs'd 
Above all cattel, each beaſt of the field; 
Upon thy belly groveling thou shalt go, 
And duſt shalt cat all the days of thy lite. 
B:tween thee and the woman l will pur 
Enmity, and between thine aud her ſeed; 
Her [ced shall bruiſe thy head, thou bruiſe his heel. 

So ſpake this oracle, then verify'd 
When Jeſus fon of Mary , ſecond Eve, 

Saw Satan fall like lightning down from heay'n , 
Prince of the air; then ritiny from his grave 
* Spoil'd principalities and pow'rs, triumph'd 
In open show, and with aſcenſion bright 
Caprivity led captive through the air, 

The realm itſelf of Satan long uſurp'd , 
Whom he shall tread ar laſt under our feet 
Ev'n he who now fotetold his fatal bruiſe, 
And to the woman thus his ſentence turn'd. 
Thy ſorrow I will greatly multiply 

By thy conception; children thou shalt bring 
In ſorrow forth; and to thy husband's will 
Thine shall ſubmit; he over thee shall rule. 

On Adam laſt thus judgment he pronounc'd. 
Becauſe thou” haſt hearken'd to the? voice of thy wite, 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
I charg'd thee, ſay'ing , Thou shalt not eat thereof & 
Curs'd is the ground for thy ſake; thou in ſorrow 
Shalr car thereof all the days of thy life; 

Thorns alſo* aud thiſtles it shall bring thee forth 
C iy 
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Unbid : and thou shalt eat th' herb of the field; 
In the ſweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread , 


Till thou return into the ground; for thou 
Out of the ground waſt taken, know thy birth, 
For duſt thou art, and schalt to duſt return. 

So judg'd he man, both judge and ſaviour ſent, 
And th' inſtant ſtroke of death denounc'd that day 
Remov'd far off; then pitying how they ſtood 
Before him naked to the air „that now 


Muſt ſuffer change, diſdain'd not to begin | 
Thenceforth the form of ſervant to aſſume, 
As when he wash'd his ſervants feet, ſo now | 
As father of his family he clad | 
Their nak-dnefs with skins of beaſts, or ſlain, 
Or as the ſnake with yourhful coat repaid ; 

And thought not much ro clothe his enzmies: 
Nor he their outward only with the skins | 
Of beaſts, but iaward nakedneſs, much more 
Opprobrious , with his robe of righteouſneſs, 
Arraying cover'd from his Father's ſight. | 
To him with ſwift aſcent he up rerturn'd , 


Into his bliſs ful boſom reaſſum'd | 
In glory as of old; to him appeas'd | 
All, tho' all- knowing, what had paſs'd with man 
counted, mixing interceſſion ſweet. 
Mean while ere thus was fian'd and judg'd on earth, 
Within the gates of hell ſar Sin and Death, 
In counter view within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into chaos, ſince che fiend paſs'd through, 
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$n opening, who thus now ro Death began. * 
o bon, why fit we here each other viewing 
1dly , while Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier ſear provides 
For us his offspring dear? It cannot b: 


But tliat ſucceſs attends him; if mishap, 

Ere this he had teturn'd, with fury driven 
By his avengers, ſince no place like this 

Can fit his punishmear, or their revenge. 

| Methinks 1 tcel new ſ{trengrh within me riſe, 
Wings growing, and dominion giv'n me large 
| B-yon:! this deep, whatever draws me on, 

| Or ympathy, or ſom- connarural force, 
Pow'rtul at greateſt diſtance to unite, 

With ſecret amity, th.ngs of like kind, 

By ſecrereſt conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inſeparable , muſt with me along: 

For Death from in no pow'r can ſeparate, 
But leſt tlie difficulty of paſſing back 

| Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Impaſſable, impervious, ler us rry 


Adventrous work, yet to thy pow'r and mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a path h 
Over this main from hell to that new world 
here Satan now prevails, a monument 
Of merit higli to all th' infernal hot 5 
Eaſin: their paſſage hence, for iuterccurfe, 
Or tranſmigration, as their lot shall lead. 
Nor can I mifs the way, ſo ſtrongly drawn 
By this new-felt attractiou and inſtinct. 
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Whom thus the meager shadow auſwer'd ſoon. 
Go whither fate and inclina:ion ſtrong 
Leads thee, I shall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading, ſuch a ſcent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taſte 
The ſavour of death from all things there that live: 
Nor $ha'l I ro the work thou enterpriſeſt 
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 
So ſaying , with delight he ſnuft*d the ſmell 
Of mottal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl , though many a league remote, 
Againſt the day of barrel, to a field, 
Where armics lie incamp'd, come flying, lur'd 
Wich ſcent of living carcaſes deſignꝰd 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight: 
So ſcented the grim feature, and upturn'd 
His noſtril wide into the murky air, 
Sagacious of his quarry from ſo far. 
Thea both from our hell-gares, into the waſte 
Wide anarchy of chaos, damp and dark, 
Flew diverſe; and with pow'r( their pow'r was great) 
Hov'ring upon the waters, what they met 
Solid or ſlimy, as in raging ſea 
Toſt up and down, together crouded drove, 
From each ſide shoaling row'ards the mouth of hell: 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverſe 
_ Upon the Cronian ſea, together drive 
Mountains of ice, that ſtop th' imagin'd way 
Beyond Perſora eaſtward , to the rich 
Cathaian coaſt. The aggregarcd foil 
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Death with his mace petrific , cold and dry, 

As with a trident ſmote, and fix'd as firm 

As Delos floating once; the reſt his look 

Bound with Gorgonian rigour not to move; 

And with Aſphaltic ſlime , broad as the gate, 

Deep to the roots of hell the gather'd beach 

They faſten'd, and the mole immenſe wrought on, 
Over the foaming deep high arch'd , a bridge 

Of length prodigions , joining to the wall 
Immoveable of this now fencele's world 

Forfeit to Death; from hence a paſlage broad, 
smooth, caſy , inoftcntive, down to hell. 

So, if great things ro ſmall may be compar'd , 
Xerxcs, the libetty of Greece to yok? , 

From Suſa his Memnonian palace high 

Came to the ſca, and over Helleſpont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Aſia join'd, 

And ſcourg'd with many a ſtroke th' indignant waves. 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock, 

Over the vex'd abyſs, following the track 

Of Satan, to the ſelf- ſame place where he 

Firſt lighted from his wing; and landed fatc 

From out of chaos, to the outſide bare 

Of this round world : with pins of adamant, 

And chains, they made all faſt; too faſt they made, 
And durable; aud now in little ſpace 

Th: conhn-s met of empyrean heaven, 

And of chis world, and on the left hand hell 

Wich long reach interpos'd ; three ſeveral ways 
cy 
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In fight, to each of theſe three places led. 

And no their way to earth they had deſcry'd, 
To Paradiſe firſt tending; when behold 

Satan, in likeneſs of an angel bright, 

Berwixt the centaur and the ſcorpion ſteering 
Tiis zenith, while the ſun in arics roſe : 
Di!gnis'd he came; bur thoſe his children dear 
Their parent ſoon diſcern'd, though in diſguiſe. 
He, after Eve ſeduc'd , unminded ſlu k 

Into the wood faſt by, and changing shape 

To? obſerve the ſ-quel , ſaw his guiletul act 

By Eve, though all unwreting, ſeconded 

Upon her husband, ſaw their shame that ſoughr 
Vain covertur-s; but when he ſaw deſcend 

The Son of God to judge them, r-rrify'd 

He Hed , not hoping to eſcape, bur shun 

The preſent, fearing guilty what his wrath 
Might ſuddenly inflict, that paſt, return'd 

By night, and liſt ning where the hapleſs pair 
Sat in their {ad diſcourſe, and various plaint, 
Thence gather'd his own doom; which und ritood 
Not inſtant, bur of future time, with joy 

And tidings fraught, ro hell he now return'd, 
And ar the brink of chaos, n:ar the foot 

Of this new won 1rous pontifice, unhop'd 

Mer, who ro meer him came, his oꝗspring dear, 
Great jcy was at their meeting, and at fight 

Of that ſtupendous bri ige his joy increas'd. 
Long he admiring ſtood, till Sin, his fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the ſilence broke. 
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O parent, theſe are thy magnific deeds, 

Thy trophies, which thou view'ſt as not thine own; 

Thou att their author and prime architect: 

For I no ſooner in my heart divin'd , 


My heart, which by a ſecret harmony 

Still moves wich thine, join'd in connexion ſweet, | 

That thou on earth had{t profper'd , which thy looks 

Now alſo evidence, but ſtrait I felt 

Though diſtant from thee worlds between, yet felt 

That I mult afrer thee with thus thy ſon; 

Such fatal conſequence unites us three. 

Hell could no long-r hold us in her bounds, 

Nor this unvoyageable gulph obſcure 

Detain from following thy illuſtrious track. 

Thou haſt atchiev'd our liberty, confin'd 

Wichin hell- gates till now; thou us impower'd 

To fortify thus far, aud overlay 

With this portencous bridge the dark abyſs. 

Thine now 1s all this world; thy virtue' hath won 

What thy hands builded not, thy wiſdom gain'd 

Wich odds what war hath loſt, and fully* aveng'd 

Our foil in heav'n; here thou shalt monarch reign, 

There didſt not: th re let him ſtill victor ſw]ay, 

As batt | hath a:tjudg'd, from this new world 

Retiring , by his own doom alienated, 

And h-nc-forth monarchy with thee divide 

Of ail things parr-d by th' empyreal bounds, 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world, 

Or try thee now more dange'rous to his thron-. 
Whom thus the prince of darkneſs anſwer'd glad. 


58 PARADISE LOST, 
Fair daughter, and thou ſon and grandchild both, 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 

Ot Satan, (for I glory in the name, 

Antagoniſt of heav'n's almighty King) 

Amply have metited of me, of all 

Th' infernal empire, that ſo near heay'n's door 
Triumphal with criumphal act have met, 

Mine with this glotious work, and made one realm 
Hell and this worl4, ons realm, one continent 

Of eaſy thorough-fare. Theretore while I 

Deſcend through datkneſs, on your road with eaſe, 
To my aſſociate pow'rs, them to ac juaint 

Wirth theſe ſucceſſes, and with them rejoice 

You tuo this way, among theſe numerous otbs, 

All yours, right down to Paradile deſcend ; 

There dwell, and reign in bliſs; thence on rhe eartl: 
Dominion excrciſe, and in the air, 

Chi:fly on man, ſole lord of all declar'd; 

Him firſt make ſure your thrall, and laſtly kill. 

My ſubſtitutes I ſend ye, and create 

Plenipotent on earth, of matchleſs might 

Iſſuing from me: on your joint vigour now 

My hold of this new kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death expos'd by my exploit. 

If your jaint pow'r prevail, th' aſtairs of hell 

No derriment need feat; go, and be ſtrong. 

So ſaying he diſmi's'd than; they with ſpeed 
Their courſe through thi keſt conſtellations held, 
Spreading their bine, the blaſted ſtars look'd wan , 
And planers , planet ſtruck, real eclipſe 
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Then ſuffer'd. Th' other way Satan went down 
The cauſ:y to hell gate; on either fide 

Diſpaited chaos over built exclaim'd, 

And with rebounding ſurge the bars allail'd, 
That (cori'd his indignation: through the gate, 
Wide open an ſ unguarded , Saran paſs'd, 

And all about found deſolate; for thoſe 
Appointed to fir there, had left their charge, 
Flown to the upper world, the reſt were all 

Far to th” inlan\| retic'd , about the walls 

Of Pandemonium, city and proud ſeat 

Of Lucifer, ſo by allution call'd, 

Of that bright ſtar to Saran paragon'd. 

There kept their watch the legions , while the grand 
In coun. il far ſolicitous what chance 

Might inrerc. pt their empe'ror ſent; ſo he 
Departing gave command, and they obſcry'd. 
As Muhen the Tartar from his Ruſſian foe, 

By ftracan, over the ſnowy plains, 

Retires; or Bactrian Sophi from rhe horns 

Of Turkish creſcent, leaves all waſte beyond 
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 

To Tauris or Casbeen: ſo theſe, the late 
Heav'n-banish'd hoſt, left deſert utmoſt hall 
Many a dirk league, reduc'd in careful watch 
Round their metropolis, and now expecting 


Each hour their great adventurer from the ſearch 


Ot foreign worlds. He through the midſt unmark'd 
In show plebeian angel militant 


Of loweſt order, paſs'd z and from the door 
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Of that Plutonian hall, inviſible 

Aſcended his high throne , which under ſtare 

Of richeſt texture ſpread , at th' upper end 

Was plac'd in regal luſtre. Down a while 

He ſat, and round about him ſaw unſeen: 

At laſt, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 

And shape ſtar-btight appeat'd, or brighter, clad 

Wi:h what permuſive glory ſince his fall 

Was left him, or falſe glitter. All amaz'd 

At that ſo ſudden blaze the Stygian throng 

Bent thir aſpe ; and whom they wish'd beheld, 

Their mighty chief recura'd : loud was th' acclaim ; 

Forth rush'd in haſte the great conſulting peers, 

Rais'd fr »m their dark divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand 

Silence, an] with theſe words attention won. 
Th · ones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs, 

For in poſſeilion ſuch, not only* of right, 

I call ye and declare ye now, return'd 

Succeſsful beyond hope, to l-ad ye forth 

Triumphant out of this infernal pit 

Abominable, accurs'd, rhe houſe of woe, 

And dungeon of our tyrant : ncw poſſeſs, 

As lords, a ſpacious world, to' our native heay's 

Little inferior , by my adventure hard _ 

With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to tell 

Wart I have done, what ſuffer'd , with what pain 

Voyay'd tht unreal, vaſt, unbound deep 

Ot hort ible confuſion, over which 

By din and Death a broad way now is pay'd 
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To expedite your glorious match; but I 
Toi!'4 out my uncouth paſſage, forc'd to ride 
Th' untractable abyſs, plung'd in the womb 
Of unotiginal night and chaos wild, 
That, jealous of their ſecrets, fierce!ly* oppos'd 
My journey ſtrange, with clamorous uproar 
proteſting Fate ſupreme; thence how I found 
The new- created world , which fame in hcay'a 
Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 
Of abſolute pertection , therein man | = 
Plac'd in a Paradiſe, by our exile ” 
Made happy : him by fraud I have ſeduc'd | 
From his Creator, and, the more to' increaſe 
Your wonder, with an apple; he thereat 
Ottended, worth your laughter, hath giv'n up 
Both his beloved man and all his world, 
To Sin and Death a prey, and ſo to us, 
Wichour our hazard, labour, or alarm, 
To range in, and to dwell, and over man 
To rule, as over all he should have tul'd. 

True is, me alſo he hath judg'd, or rather 
Me not, bur the brute ſerpent, in whoſe shape 
Man I deceiv'd : that which to me belongs, 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind; I am to bruife his heel; 
His ſeed, when is nor ſet, shall bruiſe my head: 
A world who would not purchaſe with a bruiſe , 
Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th' account 
Ot my performance : whar remains, ye Gods , 
Bur up, and enter now into full bliſs ? 
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So having ſaid , a while he ſtood, expecting 
Their univerſal shout and high applauſe 
To fill his eat; when courrary , he hears 
On all (ies, from innumerable tongues, 
A diſmal univerſal hi's, the ſound 
Of public ſcorn 3 he vonder'd, but not long 
Had leiſute, wond'ring at himſelf now more; 
His viſoge drawn he felt to sharp and ſpate, 
His arms clung to his ribs , his legs inrwining 
Each other, till ſupplanted down he fell 
A monſtrous ſerpent on his belly prone, 
Reluctant, bur in vain; a greater pow'r 


Now rul'd him, punish'd in the shape he ſinn'd, 


According to his doom: he would have ſpoke, 
Bur hi's for hiſs recurn'd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue; for now were all transform'd 
Alike, to ſerpents all, as acceſſories 

To his bold riot: dr:adful was the din 

Of hiiling through the hall, thick ſwarming now 
With complicated monſters head and tail 
Scorpion, and aſp, and amphisbena dire, 
Ceraſtes horn'd , hydrus, and elops drear , 

And dipſas (not ſo thick ſwarm'd once the ſoil 
Bedtopt with blood of Gorgon , or the iſle 
Ophiuſa ) bur ſtill greateſt he the midſt , 

Now dragon grown, larger than whom the ſun 
Ingend:r'd in the Pyrhian vale on (lime, 

Hug: Python, and his pow'r no leſs he ſeem'd 
Above the reſt ſtill ro retain : they all 

Him tollow'd iſſuing forth to th” open field, 


„ 


Where all yet left of that tevolted tout 
Heav'n-fall'n, in ſtation ſtood or juſt array, 
Sublime with expectation when to ſee 

In triumph iſſuing forth cheit glocious chief: 
They ſaw , but other ſight inſtead , a croud 


Of ugly ſerpents ; horror on them fell, 
And horrid ſympathy; for what they ſaw, 
They felt themſelves now changing; dowa their arms, 


Down fell both (pear and shield, down they as falt, 

An the dit: hiſs r:new'd, and the dire form 

Catch'd by contagion ; like in punishment, f ] 
As in their crime, Thus was th' applauſe they meant, 2 
Turn'd ro explocling hiſs, triumph to shame 

Caſt on themſelves from their own mourhs. There ſtood 1 
Agrove hard by, ſprung up with this their change, 7 d. 
His will who reigns above, ro aggravate #4 
Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like char 
Wich grew :n Paradiſe, the bair of Eve 

U;'d by the remprer : on that proſpect ſtrange 
Their earneſt :yes they fix'd, imagining 

For one forbidden tree a multitud: 

Now ris'n , to work them further woe or shame; 
Y-r parch'd with ſcalding thirſt and hunger fierce, 
Though to delude them ſent, could nor abſtain ; 
Bur on they roll'd in heaps, and up the trees 
Climbing, ſat thicker than the ſnaky locks 

That curl'd Megæta: greedily they pluck'd 

The truitage fair to fight, like that which grew 
Near that biruminous lake where Sodom flam'd; 
This more deluſive, nor the touch, but taſte | 
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Deceiv'd; they fondly thinking to allay 
Theit appetite with guſt, inſtead of fruit 
Chew'd bitter ashes, which th' offended taſte 
With ſpattering noiſe rejected: oft they” aſſay'd, 
Hunger and thirſt conſtraining, drug'd as oft, 
With harcfulleſt diſrelish wrirh'd their jaws 
With ſoot aud ci1ders fill'd: fo oft they fell 
Into the ſame illuſion; not as man, 
Whom they triumph'd once laps'd. Thus were they plagid 
And worn with famine, long and ceaſeleſs hiſs, 
Till their loſt shape, permitted, they reſum'd ; 
Yearly injoin'd, ſome ſay, to underzo 
This annual humbling certain number'd days, 
To dash their pride, and joy for man ſeduc'd. 
However, ſome tradition they diſpers'd 
Ainong the heathen of their purchaſe got, 
And fabled how the ſerpent, whom they call'd 
Ophion with Eurynome, the wide 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firſt the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driven 
And Ops, ere yer Dictæan Jove was born. 

Mean while in Paradiſe the hellish pair 
Too ſoon arriv'd, Sin there in pow'r before, 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habicual habitant; behind her Death 
Cloſe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 


On his pale horſe: ro whom Sin thus began. 


Second of Satan ſprung , all-conqu'ring Death , 
What think'ſt thou of our empire now though earn'd 
With travel difficult, not better far 
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Than ſtill at hell's dark thresholil ro? have ſat watch, 

Uanam'd, undreaded, aud thytelt half ſtatv'd! 
Whom thus the Sin- born monſtet anſwer'd ſoon. 

To me, who with eternal famine pine, * 

Alike is hell, or Paradiſe, or heav'n, 

- There beſt, wheres moſt with ravin I may meet; 
Which here , though plentcous , all too little ſeems 
To {tuff this maw, this valt unhide bound corps. 

1 To whom th' inc ſtuous mother thus reply'd. 

1 Thou therefore on the ſe nerbs, and fruits, and flow'ry 
Fe:d fixſt, on each beaſt next, aud fish, and fowl, 
No homely morſels; and whatever thing 
The ſcyte of time mowes down, devour unſpar'd; 
Till I in man rending, through the trace, 

His thoughts, his looks, words „actions, all infect, 
And ſeaſon him thy laſt and (weereſt prey. 
This ſaid, they both berook them ſeveral ways, 
Both to deſtroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deſtruction to mature 
Sooner or later: which th' Almighty ſecing , 
From his tranſcendent ſcat the ſaints among, 
To thoſe bright orders uttet'd thus his voice. 
See with what heat theſe dogs of hell advangg 
To waſte and havock yon der world , which I 
So fair and good created, and had (till 
kept in that ſtate, had nor the folly' of man 
Let in theſe waſteful furizs , who. impure 
Folly ro me; ſo doth the prince of hell, 
| And his adherents, that with ſo much caſe 
1 ſuffer them to enter and pollets 
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A place ſo heav'n!y , and conniving ſeem 

To gratify my ſcornful enemies, 

That laugh, as if tranſpotted with ſome fit 

Of paſſ , I ro them had quitted all, 

At random yielded up to their miſtule; 

And know not what I call'd and drew them thither , 

My hell-hounds, to lick up the draft and filth 

Which man's polluting fin with taint hath shed 

On hat was pure, till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh butſt, 

With ſuck'd and glutted offal, at one fling 

Of thy victorious arm, well pleaſing Son, 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning grave at laſt 

Through chaos hurl'd , obſtruct the mouth of hell 

For ever, and ſeal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then heay'n and earth renew'd shall be made pure 

To ſanctity that shall receive no ſtain : 

Till then the curſe pronounc'd on both precedes, 
He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud 

Sung Halleluiah, as the ſound of ſeas, | 

Through multitude that ſung : Juſt are thy ways, 

Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works; 

Who can extenuate thee ? Next „to the Son, 

Deſtin'd reſtorer of mankind, by whom 

New heav'n and earth shall to the ages riſe, 

Or down from heav'n deſcend. Such was their ſong , 

While the Creator calling forth by name 

His mighty angels, gave them ſeveral charge, 

As ſorted beſt with preſent things. The ſun 

Had firſt his precept ſo to move, ſo shine, 

As might affect the earth with cold and heat 
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Scarce tolerable, aud from the north to call 
Decrepir winter, from the ſourh ro bring 
S$olſtirial ſummer's heat. To the blanc moon 
Her office they preſcrib'd ; to th' other five 5 
Theit planetary motions and aſpects, 

In ſextile, ſquare, and trine, and oppoſite 

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join 

In ſynod unbenign; and taught the fix'd 

Their influence malignant when to shower; 
Which of them riſing with the ſun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeſtuous: to the winds they ſer 
Their corners , when with bluſter ro confound 
Sea, air, and shote, the thunder when to roll 
With terror through the dark aereal hall. 

Some ſay he bid his angels turn aſcanſe 

The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the ſun's axle; they with labour push'd 
Oblique the centric globe: ſome fay the ſun 
Was bid turn reins from th” equinoctial road 
Like diſtant breadth ro Taurus with the ſeven 
Atlantic Siſters , and rhe Spartan Twins, 

Up to the Tropic Crab; thence down amain 
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 

Ot ſeaſons to each clime; elſe had the ſpring 
Perperual ſmil'd on earth with vernant flow'rs, 
Equal in days and nights, excepr to thoſe 
Beyond the polar circles; to them day 

Had unbenighted shone, while the low ſun 

To recompenſe his diſtance, in their ſight 
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Had rounded {till th' horizon, and not known 
Or eaſt or weſt , which had forbid the ſnow 
From cold Eſtotiland, and ſouth as far 

encath Magellan. At that taſted fruit 
The ſun, as from Thyeſtean banquet, rurn'd 
His courſe intended; elſe how ha the world 
Inhavited , though ſinleſs, more than now, 
Avoided pinching cold and ſcorching heat ? 
Theſe changes in the heav'ns, though ſlow, produc's 
Like change on ca and land, fideral blaſt, 
Vapour , and miſt, and exhalation hot, 
Corrupt and peſtilent: now from the north 
Of Notumbega, and the Samoed shore, 
Burſting cheir brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice 
And ſnow, aud hail, and ſtormy guſt and flaw, 
Boreas, and Czcias , and Argeſtes loud, 
And Thraſcias , rend the woods, and ſeas upturn 
With adverſe blaſt upturns them from the ſouth 
Norus and Afer black with thundrous clouds 
From Serraliona ; thwart of theſe as fierce 
Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent winds , 
Eurus and Zephyr, with their lateral noiſe, 
Sirocco, and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifeleſs things: but Diſcord firſt 
Daughter of sin, among th' irrational, 
Death introduc'd through fierce antipathy: 
Beaſt now with beaſt gan war, and fowl with fowl, 
And fish with fish; to graze the herb all leaving, 
Devour'd each other; nor ſtood much in awe 
Oft man, bur fied him, or with count'nance grim 
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Glar'd on him paſſing. Theſe were from without i 
The growing miſerics which Adam ſaw _ 4 
Already' in part, though hid in gloomieſt shade, 
To ſorrow” abandon'd ; but worſe felt within, 
And in a troubled ſea of paſſion toſt, 
Thus to disburden ſought with ſad complaint. 

O miſerable of happy?! is this the end 
Of this new glorious world, and me ſo late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd of bleſſed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my height 
Of happineſs? yer weil, if here would end 
The miſery ; I deſerv'd it, and would bear 
My own deſervings: bur this will nor ſerve 
All that I ear or drink, or shall beget, 
Is propagated curſe. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, Increaſe and multiply, 
Now death to heat! for what can I increaſe 
Or multiply, but curſes on my head? 
Who of all ages to ſucceed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curſe 
My head? Ill fare our anceſtor impure , 
For this we may thank Adam; but his thanks 
Shall be the execration : ſo beſides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound , 
On me as on their natural center light 
Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 
Of Paradiſe, deat bought with laſting woes! 
Did I requeſt thee, Maker , from wy clay 
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To mold me man? did I ſolicit thee 

From darkneſs to promote me, or here place 

In this delicious garden? As my vill 

Concurr'd not to my be'ing, it were but right 

Aud equal to reduce me to my duſt, 

Deſirous to teſign and render back 

All I recciv'd,, unable to perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 

The good I ſought nor. To the loſs of that, 

Sufficient penalty, why haſt thou added 

The ſenſe of endleſs woes? inexplicable 

Thy juſtice ſeems; yet to ſay truth, too late 

I thus conteſt; then shoul l have been r<fus'd 

Thoſe terms whatever, when they were propos'd : | 

Thou didſt accept them; wilt thou” enjoy the good, | 

Then cavil the conditions? And though God | 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy ſon 

Prove diſobedient, and reprov'd, retort, f 

Wherefore didſt thou beget me? I ſought it not: 1 4 
1 

F 


Wouldſt thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excuſe? yet him not thy election, 


Bur natural n ceſſity begot. 3 
God made rh:e* of choice his own , and of his own BY: 
To ſerve him; thy reward was of his grace, F » 
Thy punishment then juſtly' is at his will. C: 
Be” ir ſo, for I ſubmir; his doom is fair, 18 
That duſt I am, and shall to duſt return. Im 
O welcome hour whenever! why delays Of 
His hand to execute what his decree Fo; 


Fix'd on this day? why do I overliye, In 
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Why am 1 mock'd with death, and lengtheu'd our 
To dearhleſs pain? how gladly would I meer 
Mortality my ſentence, and be earth 
inſenſible, how glad would lay me down 
As in my mother's lap? there I should reſt 
And ſleep ſecure his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears, no fear of worſe 
To me and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Vet one doubt 
purſues me ſtill, left all I cannot die; 
Leſt chat pure breath of life, the ſpi'rit of man, 
Which God inſpit'd, cannot together perish 
Wich this corporeal clod; then in the grave, 
Or in ſome orher diſmal place , who knows 
Bur I shall dic a living death? O thought 
Horrid , if true! yer why? it was bur breath 
Ot lite that ſinn'd; what dies but what had life 
And fin ? the body properly hath neither. 
All of me then shall die: let this appeaſe 
The doubt, ſince human reach no further knows. 
For though the lord of all be infinite, 
I; his wrath alſo? be it, man is not ſo, 
Bur mortal doom'd. How can he exerciſe 
Wrath withour end on man whom death muſt end » 
Can he make deathleſs death? that were to make 
Strange contradiction, which to God himſelf 
Impoſſible is held, as argument 
Of w:akneſs, not of pow'r, Will he draw our, 
For anger's ſake , finite to infinite 
is punish'd man, to ſatisfy his rigour 
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Satisfy'd never? that were to extend 

His ſentence beyond duſt, and narure's law, 

By which all cauſes elſe according (till 

To the reception of their matter act, 

Not to th' extent of their own {ph-:re. But ſay 
That death be not one ſtroke, as I ſuppos'd , 

| Bereaving ſenſe, bur endleſs miſery 

From this day onward , which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me, and fo laſt 

To perpetuity; Ay me, that fear 

Comes thund'ting back with dreadful revolution 
On my defenceleſs head; both death and I 

Am found eternal, and incorporate both; 

Nor I on my part ſingle, in me all 

Poſtetity ſtands curs'd : fair pattimony 

Thar I muſt leave ye, ſons! O were I able 

To waſte it all myſelf, and leave ye none! 

So diſinherited, how would ye bleſs 

Me, now your curſe! Ah, why should all mankind 
For one man's fault thus guilrleſs be condemn'd , 
If guilileſs? Bur from me what can proceed, 

But all corrupt, both mind and will deprav'd, 
Not to do only, but to will the ſame 

Wich me? how can they then acquitted ſtand 
In ſight of God? Him after all diſputes 

Forc'd I abſolve: all my evaſions vain, 

And reaſonings, thongh through mazes, lead me ſtill 
But to my own conviction : hrit and laſt 

On me, me only, as the ſource and ſpring 

Of all corruption, all the blame lights due; 
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So might the wrath. Fond ish! couldſt thou ſupport 
That burden heavier than the earth to beat, 
Than all the world much heavier, though divided 
With that bad woman ? Thus hat thou delir'lt, 
And what thou fear'ſt, alike deſtroys all hope 
Of refuge , and concludes rhee miſerable 
Beyond all paſt example and future, 
To Satan only like both crime and doom. 
O conſcience, into what abyſs of fears 
And horrors haſt thou d:iiv'n me; our of which 

ind no way, from deep to deeper plung'd 2 

Thus Adam to himſelf lamented loud 
Through the ſtill night, not now, as ere man fell, 
Wholeſome and cool, and mild, bur with black ait 
accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom , 
Which to his evil conſcience repreſenred 
All things with double terror: on the ground 
Oucftrerch'd he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs'd his creation, death as oft accus'd 
Of rardy execution, fince denounc'd 
The day of his offence. Why comes not death, 
Said he, with one thrice acceptable ſtroke 
To end me? Shall truth fail to keep her word, 
Juſtice divine not haſten to be juſt 2 
ur death comes not ar call, Juſtice divine 
Mends not har ſloweſt pace for pray'rs or cries. 
Q woods , O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bow'rs , 
With other echo late I caught your shades 
Jo an'wer, and r:ſound tar other long. 


Whom thus afflicted when ſad Eve beheld 3 
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Deſolate where she ſar, approaching nigh , 

Soft words to his fierce paſſion she allay'd : 

Bur her wich ſtern regard he thus repell'd. 
Out of my ſight, thou ſetpent; that name beſt 

Befits thee with him leagu'd , thyſelf as fill: 

And hateful; nothing wants, but that tl.y sliape, 

Like his, and colour ſerpentine, may show 

Thy inward fraud, to warn all creatures from these 

Henceforth leſt that too heav'nly form, pretended 

To h-llich falshood, ſnare them. Bur for thee 

I had perſiſted happy”, had not thy pride 

And wand'ring vanity, when leaſt was fafe, 

Rejected my fore warning, aud diſdain'd 

Not to be truſted, longing to be ſcen, 

Though by the dev'il himſelf, him overweening 

To over-reach ; but with the ſerpent meeting, 

Fool'd and beguil'd , by him thou, I by thee, 

To truſt thee from my tide, imagin'd wiſe, 

Conſtant, mature, proof again{t all aſſaults; 

And vnderſtood not all was but a chow, _ 

Rather than ſolid virtue?; all but a rib, 

Crooke | by narure , bent, as now appears, 

More to the part ſiniſter, from me drawn, 

Well it thrown out, as ſupernumerary 

To my juſt number found. O why did God 

Creator wiſe, that pr-opl-d high: ſt heav'n 

Wich ſpirits maſculine, create at Liſt 

This novelty on carth, this fair defect 

Of natute; and not fill the wo: li ar once 

Wich men as angels without feminine, 
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Or find ſome other way to genetate 
' Mankind? This miſchief had not then befall'n, 
And more that shall befall; innumerable 
Piſtutbances on earth through female ſnares, 
And ſtrait conjunction with this ſex : for either 
He never shall find out fir mate, bur ſuch 
As ſome misfortune brings him, or miſtak* 
Or whom he wishes moſt shall ſeldom gain 
Through her perverſeneſs ; bur shall ſee her gain'd 
By a far worſe; or if she love, withheld 
By parents; or his Lappieſt choice too late 
Shall meet, alr:ady link'd and wel'ock- bound 
To a fell adverſary”, his hate or shame: 
Which infinite calamiry shall cauſe 
To human life, and houshold-peace cunfoun1. 
He added not, and from her turn'd; but Ev: 
Not fo repuls'd, with tears that ceas'd not flowing, 
And treſſes all diſordet'd, at his feet 
Fell humble, and embracing them, beſought 
His peace, and thus proce ded in her plaint. 
Forſake ine not thus, Adam, witneſs heav'n 
What love ſincere, and reverence in my heart 
bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappily deceiv'd; thy ſuppliant 
I beg, and claſp thy knees, bereave me not, 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counſel, in this uttermoſt diſtreſs, 
My only ſtrength and ftay : forlorn of thee, 
Whithcr shall I berake me, where ſubſiſt? 
While yer we live, ſcarce one short hour perhaps, 
Diy | 
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Between us two let there be peace, both joining, 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity 

Againſt a fo: by doom expreſs aſſign'd us, 
Thar cruel ſerpent. On me exerciſe not 

Thy hatred for this miſery befall'n , 

On me already loſt, me than thyſelf 

More miſcrable; both have ſinn'd but thou 
Againſt God only”, I againſt God and thee 
And to the place of judgment will return, 
There with my crics importune heas'n, chat all 
The ſentence from thy head remov'd, may light 
On me, ſole cauſe to the of all this woe, 

Me, only me, jult object of his ire. 

She ended wezping and her low!y plight, 
Immoveable till peace obrain'd from fault 
Acknowledg' and deplor'd, in Adam wrought 
Commiſcration: ſoo" his heart relented 
Tow'ar:'s har, his life fo late and ſole delight, 
Now at lis feet ſubmillive in diſtreſs, 

Creature ſo f-ir his reconcilement ſecking , 

His counſel, whom she had iſpleas'd, his aid; 
As one diſarm'd, his anger all h- loſt, 

And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her ſoon. 

Unwary', and too deſirous, as before, 
$5 now of what thou know'ſt not, wito deſit'ſt 
The punishment all on thyſelf; alas, 

Bear thine own firſt, ill able ro ſuſtain 

His full wrath , whoſe thou feel'ſt as yer leaſt part, 
And my diſplcaſure beai'it fo ill. If prayers 
Could alter high decrces, I co that place 
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Would ſpeed before thee, and be louder heard, 
That on my head all might be viſited, | 
Thy frailty and infhrmer ſex forgiv'n, 
To me committed, and by me expos'd. 
Bur riſe, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd enough elſewhere ; bur ſtrive 
In offices of love, how we may lighten 
Each other's burden, in our share of woe; 
Since this day's death denounc'd , if ought I ſees 
Will prove no ſudden, bur a flow-pac'd evil, 
A long day's dying ro augment our pain, 
And to ovr ſeed (O hapleſe ſeed ! ) detiv'd. 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply'd. 
Adam, by ſad experimenc I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found ſo crro:1co0us, thence by juſt event 
Found ſo unt-rianat- ; nzv-rtheleſs, 
Reſtor'd by th:c, vil: as I am, o place 
Of new acceptance, hope! .} 9 regain 
Thy love, th- tole cont-nrment of my heart, 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breaſt are riſen, 
Tending to ome reli-{ of our extremes, 
Or n!, though sharp and (ad, yer rolcrable, 
As in our vis, and of cat choice. 
If care of our deſcent perplex us molt, 
Which nuit be born to certain woe, deyour'd 
By death at laſt; and miſerable it is 
To be to others cauſe of miſery, | 

Dy 
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Our own begott'en, and of our loins to bring 
Into this curſed world a woful race, 
Thar after wretched life muſt be at laſt 
Food for ſo foul a monſter; in thy pow'r 
It lies, yet er2 conception to prevent 
The race unbleſs'd , to be' ing yet unbe. ot. 
Childleſs thou art, childleſs, remain: ſo death 
Shall be deceiv'd his glut, and with us wo 
Be forc'd to ſatisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Converſing, looking, loving, to abitain 
From love's due rites, nuptial embraces ſweet, 
And with delire to languish without hope, 
Before the preſent object languiching 
Wich like deſire, which would be miſery 
And torment leſs than non- of xhat we dread ; 
Then both ourſelves and ſced at once to free 
From whar we fear for both, let us make short, 
Let us ſeek death; or he not found, ſupply 
With our own hands his ofhce on ourſ-lves : 
Why ſtand we longer shiv'ring under fears, 
That show no end bur death, and have the pow'r, 
Of many ways to die the shorteſt chuling , 
Deſtruction with deſtruction to deſtroy 2 

She ended here, or vehement duſpair 
Broke off the reſt; ſo much of death hcr thoughts 
Had enterrain'd, as dy'd her cheeks wich pale. 
Bur Adam with ſuch countel nothing \way'd , 
To bettet hopes his more attentive mind 
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Lab'ring had rais'd, and thus to Eve reply'd. 
Eve, thy contempt of life and pleaſure ſeems 

To argue in thee ſomerhing more ſublime 

And excellent than what thy mind contemns; 

But ſelf-· deſtruction therefore ſought, refutes 

That excellence thought in thee, and implies, 

Not thy contempt, bur anguish and regret 

For loſs of life and pleaſure overlov'd. 

Or if thou cover death, as urmoſt end 

Of miſery, ſo thinking to evade 

The penalty pronounc'd , doubt not but God 

Hath wiſeliet arm'd his vengeful ire than ſo 

To b: for:ſta'l'd ; much more I fear leſt death 

So ſnatch'd will not exempt us from the pain 

We are by doom to pay; rather ſuch acts 

Of contumacy will provoke the High'eſt 

To make death in us live: then let us ſeek 

Some ſater reſolution , which methinks 

I have in view, calling to mind with heed 

Part of our ſear-nce, that thy ſeed shall bruiſe 

The ſerpent's head; pir:ous amends, unleſs 

Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe- 

Satan, who in the ſerpent hath contriv'd 

Againſt us this deceit: to crush his head 

Would be revenge indeed; which will be ſoſt 


By death brought on ourſelves ; or childleſs days 


Reſolv'd, as thou propoſeſt; ſo our foe 
Shall *ſcape his punishment ordain'd, and we 
Inſtead shall double ours upon our heads. 
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No more be mention'd then of violence 

Againit ourſelves, and wilful barr:nneſfs, 

That cuts us off from hope, and ſavours only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and deſpite, 
R.clictance againſt Cod and his juſt yoke 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd , 
Without wrath or reviling : we expectel 
Immediate diſſolution, which we thought 

Was meant by death that day; when lo, to thee 
Pains only in child bearing were fotetold, 

And bringing forth ſoon recompens'd with joy, 
Fruit of thy womb : on me the curſe aflop: 


Clanc'd on the ground; with labour I muſt earn 
My br-ad ; what harm? Idleneſs had been wotſe; 
My labour will ſuſtain me; and leſt cold 

Or h-art should injure us, his timely care 

Hath unbeſought provided, and his hands 
Cloth'd us unworthy, pirying while he judg'd : 
Nov much more, it we pray him, wil! his ear 

Be open, and his heart to pity' incline , 


And teach us further by what mrans ro shun 

Th” incl-menr ſeaſons, rain, ice, hail, and ſnow? 
Which now the sky with vario's face begins 

To show us in this mountain, while the winds 

Blow moiſt and keen, shatt' ring the graceful locks 
Of theſe fair ſpreading trees; which b ds us ſeek 
Some better shroud , ſome better war:nth to chetish 
Our limbs benumm'd, ere this diurnal itas 
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Leave cold the night, how we his gather'd beams 
Reflected, may with matter fer: foment, 

Or by colliſion of two bodizs grind 

The air atitite to fire, as late the clouds | 
Juſtling or push'd with winds, rud in their shock 
Tin-the flanr lighting, whoſ . thwart flaine driv'n down 
Kindles the gummy bark of fr or pine, 

And ſends a comfottablꝭ hat from ar, 

Winch might ſupply he ſun : ſuch fits to uſe, 
Aud what may eif. ve reme {y or cute 

To evils which our own iniff{e-.ds have wrought, 
He will inſtract us praying, and of grace 
Beſceching him, o as ve need not fear 

To paſs commodiouſly this lite, ſuſtam'd 

By him with many comtorrs, till we end 

In uſt our final reſt and native hone. 

What better can we do, than ro rhe place 
Repairing where he judg'd us. prottruc fall 
Before hin reve rent, and thete cot 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Wat'ring he ground, and with our ſighs the air 
Frequenting, ſent from hearts co trite, in ign 

Of ſor: ow' untcign'd , and humiliation meck 2 
Undoubred!ly he will celerit, an | turn 

From his diſpleaſure; in v.hoſ: loo rene, 
When intry moſt he ſ-em'd and molt ſevere, 
What elle bur favour, g:ace an mercy shone? 

do (pak: our father penitent, nor Eve 


Felt lets rcemotſe: they forthwith co the place 
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Repairing wher- he judg'd them, proſtrate fell 
Be tore him reverent, and both conte's'd 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd , with rears 
War'ring the ground, and with their ſighs th- air 
Frequenti g, ſent from hearts contrite , in ſign 

Of ſorrow” unfeign'd , and humiliation meek, 


The end of the tenth book. 
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The Son of God all to his Father the 
prayers of our firſt parents now repenting, and 
m:cr-edes for them: God accepts them, bur 
de lates that they muſt no longer abide in Pa- 

radiſe; lends Michacl with a band of Cherub- 
im to dilpoſſeſs them; but firſt to rev2al to 
Adam future things: Michael's coming « down. 
Adam shows to Eve certain ominous hens; ; he 
dilcerns Mi-hael's 2vproach , goes out ro mcer 
him: the Angel denon. 1855 their departure. Evc's 
ene eee Adam p leads, but ſubmirs : the 
Angel leads him up to a high hill, ſets betorc 


him in vition what shall happen till the flood. 
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BOOK XI. 


T. vs they in lowlieſt plight repentant ſtood 
Praying, for from the mercy ſeat above 
prevenient grace deſcending had remov'd 
The ſtony from their hearts, and made new flesh 
Regenerate grow inſtead, that ſighs now btreath'd 
Unutterable, which the ſpi'rit of pray-r 
In pit'd, and wing'd for heav*n with ſpecdier flight 
Than loudeſt oratory : yet heir port 
Not of mean ſuiters, nor important leſs 
Seem'd their pet tion, than wh 'n th' ancient pais 
In fables old, leſs ancient yer than theſe, 
Deucalion and ch :{t. Pyrich+r, to rcitire 
The race of mankind drown”.| , betore the shrine 
Of Themis ſtood devout, To heav'n tli ir pray'rs 
Fl:w up , nor miſs'd the way, Ly .nviou; winds 
Blown vagabond or fruſtiare : in they paſs'd 
Dim -ntionleſs through heav 'nly doors; thin clad 
With inc:nſe,, wher the gol icn altar fum'd , 
By heir great Int\rcilor, came in ti; hr 
Betor? the Faiher's throne: them the glad son 
Prefer ting , thus to intercede began. | 

See, Father, whar firſt fruits oa car:h are ſprung 


From thy implanted grace in man, theſe ſighs 
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And pray'rs, which in this golden center , mix'd 
With incenſe, I thy Prieſt before th-e briug 
Fruits of more pleaſing ſavour from thy ſeed 
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Sown with coutrition in his heatt, than thoſe 
Which his own hand manuring all the rrees 
Of Paradiſe could have produc'd , ere fall'n 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine car 
To ſupplication; hear his ſighs though mute; 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him, me his advocate 
And propitiation; all his works on me 
Good or not good ingraft; my merit thoſe 
Shall petfect, and for theſe my death shall pay. 
Accept me, and in nie from theſe reccive 
The ſmell of peace tow' ard mankind ; lit him live 
Before thee reconcil'd , at leaſt his days 
Number'd, though ſad , till death, his doom, (which 1 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverſe) 
To butter life shall yield him, where with me 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and bliſs, 
Made one with me, as I with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without cloud, ſerene. 
All thy requeſt for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain; all thy requeſt was my decree. 


But longer in that Paradiſe to dwell, 


The law I gave to nature him forbids : 
Thoſe pure immortal elements that know 
No groſs, no unharmonious mixture foul , 
Eject him tainred now, and purge him off 
As a diſtemper, groſs to air as grols , 


Book X39 87 
And mortal food, as may diſpoſe him beſt 
For diſſolution wrought by (in, that firſt 
Diſtempet'd all things, and of incortupt 
Corrupred. I at firſt with two fair gifts 
Created him endow'd, with happineſs 
And imicorcality : that fondly loſt , 
This other ſerv'd bur to et rnize woe 
Till I provided death; ſo death becomes 
[is final remedy , and after life 
Try'd in sharp tribulation , and refin'd 
By faith and faithful works, to ſecond life, 
Wak'd in the renovation of the juſt, 
Reſigns him up with heav'n aud earth renew'd. 
But let us call ro ſynod all the bleſs'd 
Through heav'n's wide bounds; from them Iwill not hide 
My judgments, how with mankind I proceed, 
As how with peccant ang: ls late they ſaw, 
And in their ſtate, thought, ſtood more coufirm'd. 
He ended, and the Son gave ſignal high 
To the bright miniſter that wat h'd; he blew 
His trumpet, heatd in Oteb ſince perhaps 
When God deſcended, an4 p rhaps once more 
To ſound at gen-ral doom. Th' ang-lic blaſt 
Fil” all the r-gions, from their blifst2l bow'rs 
Of amatantine shade, fountain or ſpring, 
By the waters of .lif: , wherver they far 
In fellows1:ips of joy, the ſons ot light 
Haſted, rcforiivg ro the ſummons high, 
And took th-ir ats; till from his throne ſupreme 
Th' Almighty chus pronounc'd his ſov'reign will, 
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O ſons, like one of us man is become 
To know both good and evil, ſince his raſte 
Of that defended ſruit; but let him boaſt 
His knowledge of good loſt, and evil got; 
Hay pier, had it ſuffic'd him to have known 
Good by itſelf, and evil not at all. 
He forrows now, repents, and prays contrite, 
My motions in hum; longer than they move, 
His heart 1 know, how variable and vain 
Self-'ctr. Leſt rherefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alſo of the tre of lite, and cart, 
Aud live to: ever, dream at leaſt to live 
For ever, to remove him I decree, 
And nl him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter ſoil. 

Michacl, this my beheſt have thou in charge; 
Take ce thee from amon:; re cherubim 
Thy choice of flaming warriors, leit the fiend , 
Or in behalt of man, or to invade 
Vacant poſſeſſion, (ſome new trouble raiſe : 
Haſte the, an from che Patrartiſe of God 
Without remorſe drive out the ſinful pair, 


From hallow'd : round th' unholy, and denounce 


To them an | to their ptogeny trom hence 
Perperual banishmenr, Let left rh.y faint 
Ar rhe :a | 'cnr-nce r.goroutly urg'd, 

For I b-hold them often'd, and with tears 
B- wailing their exceſs, all r-rror hide. 

It pati-nily thy bidding they ob-y , 
Diſmiſs them not ditconſolace z reveal 
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To Adam what shall come in future days, 
As I shall thee enlighten; intermix 
My covenant in the woman's (ed renzw'd 
So lend them fort, though ſorro'wing, yet in pea 
And on the calt 4c of the gard-n place, 
Where entrance up trom Eden caſieſt climbs , 
Cherubic watch, and of a ſword the flame 
Wide-waving , all approach far off ro fright, 
And guard all paſſage to the tree of life 
Leſt Paradiſe a recepracle prove 
To ſpirits foul, and all my trees their prey, 
With whoſe ſtoPa fruit man once more to delude. 

He ceas'd; and the archangelic pow'r prepar'd 
For ſwift deſcent; with him che cohort bright 
Of watchful cherubim; four faces cach 
Had, like a double Janus, all their shape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thoſe 
Of Argus, and more waketul than to drouſe, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the paſt'ral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean while 
To reſalute the world with ſacred light, 
Leucothea wak' d, and with fresh dews imbalm'd 
The earth; when Adam, and firſt matron Eve, 
Had ended now their oriſons, and found 
Strength added from above, new hope to ſpring 
Our of deſpair , joy, but with fear yer liuk'd; 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd. 

Eve, eaſily may faich admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from hcav'n deſcends; 
But that from us ought should aſcend to heav'n, 
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So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-bleſs'd , or to incline his will, 
lard to belief may ſeem; yer this will pray'r 
Or one short ſigh ot human breath, upborne 
Ey'n to the ſear of God. For ſince I ſought 
By pray't th' offended Deity to' appeaſe, 
Kneel'd, and before him humbled all my heart, 
Mcthought I ſaw him placable and mild, 
Bending his ear perſuation in me grew 
That I was heard with favour peace rerurn'd 
Home to my breaſt, and ro my memory 
His promiſe, that thy ſeed shall bruiſe our foe; 
Which then not minded in diſmay , yet now 
Aſſures me that the bitterneſs of death 
le paſt, and we shall live. Whence hail to thee, 
Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankind, 
Mother of all things living, ſince by thee 
Man is to live, and all things live for man. 

To whom thus Eve with ſad demeanour meek, 
Il worthy I ſuch title should belong 
To me tranſgreſſor, who for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy ſnare; to me reproach 
Rather belongs, diſtruſt , and all diſpraiſe: 
But infinite in pardon was my. Judge, 
That I who firſt brought death on all, am grac'd 
The ſource of life; next favourable thou, 
Who highly thus to” intitle me vouchiſaf'ſt, 
Far other name deſerving. Bur the field 
To labour calls us now with ſweat impos'd 
Though after ſleepleſs night; for ſee the morn, 
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All unconcern'd with our unreſt , begins 
Her roſy progreſs ſmiling : let us forth; 
never from thy {ide henceforth to (tray, 
Whzre'er our day's work lies, though now injoiu'd 
Laborious, till day qroop; while here we dwell, 
Whar can be toilſome in rh2:ſe pleaſant walks? 
lere let us live, though in fall'n ſtare, content. 

So ſpake, fo wish'd much-humbl-4 Eve, but fate 
$1b{crib'd not; nature firſt gave ſigus, impreſs'd 
Hu bird, beaſt, air, air ſuddenly eclips'd 
After short blush of morn, nigh in her ſight, 

Th: bird ef Jove, ſtoop'd from his airy tour, 
Two birds of gayeſt plume before him drove: 
Down from a hill the brcaſt that reigns in woods, 
Firſt hunter then, purſu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodlieſt of all the foreſt, hart and hind; 

Direct to th' eaſtern gate was bent their flight. 
Adam obſerv'd, and with his eye the chace 
Purſuing , not unmov'd to Eve thus ſpake. 

O Eve, ſome further change awaits us nigh, 
Which heav'n by theſe mute ſigns in nature Shows , 
Forerunners of his purpoſe, or to warn 
Us haply too ſecure of our diſcharge 
From penalty , becauſe from death releas'd 
Some days; how long , and whar till then our life, 
Who knows, or more than this, that we are duſt, 
And thither muſt return , and be no more? 

Why elſe this double object in our fight, | 
Of flight purſu'd in th” air, and o'er the ground, 
One way the ſclf-ſazne hour? why in the caſt 
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Darkneſs ere day's mid courſe, aud morning light 
More orient in yon weſtern cloud, that draws 
O'er the blue firmamenr a radiant white , 
And flow deſcends, with ſomething heav'nly fraught? 

He err'd not; for by this the heav'aly bands 
Down from a sky of jaſper lighted now 
In Paradiſe , and on a hill made halt; 
A glorious apparicion , had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 
Not that more glorious , when the angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim , where he ſaw | 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright; 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear'd 
In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of fire, 
Againſt the Syrian king, who to ſurpriſe 
One man, aſſaſſin- like, had levy'd war, 
War unproclaim'd. The princely Hierarch 
In their bright ſtand there left his pow'rs to ſeize 
Poſſcflion of the garden; he alone, 
To find where Adam sheltet'd, took his way, 
Not unperceiv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 
While the great viſitant approach'd , thus ſpake. 

Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will ſoon determine, or impoſe: 
New laws to be obſerv'd ; for I deſcry , 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill, 
One of the heay*nly hoſt, and by his gait 
None of the meaneſt, ſome great potentate 
Or of the thrones above, ſuch majeſty 
Inveſts him coming; yet not terrible, 

Tha 
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That I should fear; nor ſociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I should much confide; 
Bur ſolemn and ſublime, whom not ro” offend , 
With reverence I muſt meet, and thou retire. 

He ended; and th' Arch-angel ſoon drew nigh, 
Not in his shape celeſtial, bur as man 
C'ad ro meer man; over his lucid arms 
A military veſt of purple flow'd, 
Livelicr than Melibœan, or rhe grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
la time of truce ; Iris had dip'd the woof, 
His ſtarry helm unbuckled show'd him prime 
In manhood , where youth ended; by his fide, 
As in a glifPring zodiac, hung the ſword , 
S2ran's dire dread, and in his hand the ſpear, 
Adam bow'd low; he kingly from his ſtate 
laclin'd not, but his coming thus declar'd. 

Adam, h:av*n's high beheſt no preface needs; 
Sufficient that thy ptay'rs ate heard, and death, 
Then due by ſentence when thou didſt tranſgreſs, 
Defeated of his ſeizure many days 
Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may'ſt repent, 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
Mayſt cover: well may then thy lord appeas'd 
Redeem thee quite from dearh's rapacious claim; 
Bur longer in this Paradiſe ro dwell | 
permits not; to remove thee I am come, 
And ſend thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waſt taken, ficter ſoil, 


He added not; for Adam at the news 
1 ol. It | E 
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94 PARADISE LOST. 


With what to ſight or ſmell was ſweet, from thee 


| Whar juſtly thou haſt loſt 3 nor ſer thy heart, 


Heart-ſtruck with chilling gripe of ſorrow ſtood 
That all his ſenſes bound: Eve, who unſeen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 


| Diſcover'd ſoon the place of her retire. 


O unexpected ſtroke, worſe than of death? 
Muſt I thus leave thee, Paradiſe ? thus leave 
Thee, native ſoil, theſe happy walks and shades, 
Fir haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to ſpend, 
Quiet though ſad , the reſpite of that day. 
Thar muſt be mortal to us both. O flow'rs, 
That never will in other climate grow, 


My early viſitation, and my laſt 


At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firſt op'ning bud, and gave ye names, 
Who now shall rear ye to the ſun , or rank 
Your tribes , and water from th' ambroſial fount ? 
Ther laſtly , nuprial bow'r , by me adorn'd | 


How shall 1 part, and whither wander down 

Into a lower world , to this obſcure 

And wild how shall we breathe in other air 

Leſs pure, accuſtom'd ro immottal fruits? 
Whom thus rhe Angel interrupted mild , 

Lament not, Eve, bur patiently reſign 


Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine 

Thy going is not lonely; with thee goes 

Thy husband , him to follow thou art bound 

Where he abides , think there thy native ſoil. 
Adam by this from the cold ſudden damp 
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Recovering , and his ſcarter'd ſpi'rirs return'd , 
To Michael thus his humble words addreſs'd. 
Celeſtial , wherher among the thrones , or nam'd 
Of them the high'eſt, for ſuch of shape may ſeem 
Prince above princes, gently thou haſt rold 
Thy meſſage, which might elſe in telling wound, 
And in performing end us; what beſides 
Of ſotrow, and dejection, and deſpair, 
Our frailty can ſuſtain, thy tidings bring, 
Deparrure from this happy place, our ſweer 
Receſs, and only conſolation left 
Familiar to our eyes; all places elſe 
[nhoſpitable” appear and deſolate, 
Nor knowing us nor known : and if by prayer 
Inceſſant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not ceaſe 
To weary him with my aſſiduous cries : 
| Bur pray'r againſt his abſolute decree 
No more avails than breath againſt the wind, 
Blown ſtifling back on him that breathes it forth: 
Therefore to his great bidding I ſubmit. 
This moſt afflicts me, that departing hence, 
As from his face I shall be hid, depriy'd 
His bleſſed count'nance; here I could frequent 
Wich worship place by place where he vouchſaf d 
preſence divine, and to my ſons relate, 
On this mount he appear'd , under this tree 
Stood viſible, among theſe pines his voice 
I heard, here with him at this fountain talk'd : 
S many gratcful altars I would rear 
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55 PARADISE LOST, 
Of graſſy turf, and pile up every ſtone 
Of luſtre from the brook , in memory , 
Or monument to ages, and thercon 

Otter ſweet ſmelling gums , and fruits, and flow'ss 4 
In yonder nether world where shall I ſcek 

His bright appearances , or footſteps trace? 

For though I fled him angry, yet recall'd 

To lite prolong'd and promis'd race, I now 

Gladly behold though but his urmoſt skirts 

Of glory, and far off his ſteps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
Adam, thou know'ſt heav'n his, and all tie earth 
Not this rock only” ; his omnipreſence fills 
Land, ſea, and ait, and every kind that lives, 
Fomenred by his virrual pow'r and warin'd: 

All ci? earth he gave thee to poſſeſs and rule , 
No deſpicable gift; ſurmiſe not then 

His preſence to theſe narrow bounds confin'd 
Of Paradiſe or Eden: this had been 

Perhaps thy capital ſear , from whence had ſpread 
All generations, and had hither come 

From all the ends of rh” earth, to celebrate 

And treverence thee their great progenitor. 

But this pre-eminence thou” haſt loſt, brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy ſous ; 
vet doubt not but in valley and in plain 

God is as here, and will be found alike 

Preſent, and of his preſence many a ſign 

Still following thee, ſtill compaſſing thee tound 


Wich goodneſs and paternal love, his face 
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Expreſs, and of his ſteps the track divine. 
Which that thou may'ſt believe, and be confirm'd 
re thou from hence deparr, know I am ſent 
To show thee what shall come in future days 
To thee and to thy offspring; good wich bad 
Expect to hear, ſupernal grace contending 
With ſinfulneſs of men; thereby to learn 
True patience , and to temper joy with fear 
And pious ſorrow, equally inur'd 
By moderation either ſtat: to bear, 
proſpetous or adverſe: ſo shalc thou lead 
Saf-it thy life, and beſt prepar'd endure 
Thy mortal paſſage when it comes. Aſcend 
This hill; ler Eve ( for I have drench'd her eyes) 
Here ſleep below, while thou to foreſight wak'ſt ; 
As once thou ſl-prit, while she to life was form'd. 
Io whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd. 

Aſcend , I follow thee , ſafe guide, the path 
Thou lead'ſt me”? , and to the hand of heay'n ſubmit, 
However chaſtaning, to the evil turn 
My obvious breaſt, arming to overcome 
By ſuffering, and earn reſt from labour won, 
It ſo I may attain. So both aſcend 
In the viſions of God. It was a hill 
Of Paradiſe rhe higheſt, from whoſe top 
The hemiſphere of earth in cleareſt ken 
Strerch'd out ro th? ampleſt reach of proſpect lay. 
Not higher that hill, nor wider looking round, 
Whercon for different cauſe the remprer ſer 
Our ſecond Adam in the wilderneſs , 
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92 PARADISE LOST. 
To show him all earth's kingdoms and their glory, 
His cye night there command wherever ſtood 
City of old or modern fame, the ſear 

Of mightie!;. empire , from the deſtin'd walls 

Of Cambalu, ſ-ar of Cachaian Can, 

Aud Samarchan\{ by Oxus, Temir's throne , 

To Paquin of Sinzan kings, and thence 

To Agra and Lahor of great Mogul, 

Down to the golden Cherſoneſe, or where 

The Perfian in Ecbatan far, or fince 

In Kiimabaa , or where the P.uwuan Kſar 

In Mofco, or he Sultan in Bizance, 
Turcheſlan-horn; nor could his eye not ken 

Th' empire at Negus co his utmoſt port 

Ercoco, aud the leſs matitime kings, 
Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala thoughe Ophir, to the realm 

Ot Congo, and Angola farrh«it ſouth; 

Or thence ſrom Niger flood to Atlas mount, 
The kingdoms of Almanſor, Fez and Sus, 
Marocco and Algiers, and Tremiſen; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to ſway 
The world: in ſpirit perhaps he alſo ſaw 

Rich Mexico the ſcar of Montezume, 

And Cuſco in Peru, the richer ſear 

Of Arabalipa , and yet unſpoil'd 

Guiana , whoſe great city Geryon's ſons 

Call El Dorado. But to nobler ſights 

Michael from Adam's eyes the film remov'd, 
Which that falſe fruit that promis'd clearer ſight 
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Had bred; then purg'd with euphraſy and rue 
The viſual nerve, for he had much to ſee 
And from the well of life three drops inſtill'd. 
So deep the pow'r of theſe ingredients pierc'd, 
Even to the inmoſt ſear of mental ſight, 
That Adam, now inforc'd to cloſe his eyes, 
Sunk down, and all his ſpi'tits became inttanc'd; 
I; it him the gentle Ange! by the hand 
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recall'd, 
Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firſt behold 
Th' effects which thy original crime hath wrought 
In ſome to ſpring from thee , who never rouch'd 
Th' excepted tree, not with the ſnake conſpir'd, 
Nor ſinn'd thy fin, yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds, 
His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field, 
Parr arable and tilth, whereoa were sheaves 
New reap*d ; the other part sheep-walks and folds 
I th* midſt an altar as the land-mark ſtood , 
Ruſtic , of graſly ſord; thither anon 
A ſweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firſt fruits, the green car, and the yellow sheaf, 
Uncull'd, as came to hand; a shepherd next, 
More meck , came with the firſtlings of his flock 
Choiceſt and beſt; then ſacrificing , laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incenſe ſtrow'd, 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites perform'd. 
His offering ſoon propitious fire from heav'n 
Conſum'd with nimble glance, and grateful ſteam 
The other's not, for his was not ſincere : 
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Whereat he inly rag'd, and as they talk'd , 
Smote him into the midriÞ with a ſton? 

Thar be at out life; he fell, and deadly pale 
Groan'd out his ſoul with gu hing blood effus'd. 
Much at that ſight was Adam in his heart 
D:iſmay'd , and thus in haſte to th* Ang ! cry'd. 
O teacher, ſome great miſc hiet hath be:ali'a 
To that meek man, who well had ſacriſic'd; 

Is piety thus and pure devorion raid? 


T*w!.on Michael thus, he alſo mov'd, teply'd. 


Theſe two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Our of thy loins; th' unjuit the juſt hath lain , 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From hca!*n acceptance; but the bloody fact 
Wil be aveng'd, aud ch” other's faith approv'd 
Loſe no reward, tliough here thou ſee him die, 
Rolling in duſt and gore. To which our fire. 
Alas, both for the deed and for the cauſe! 
But have I now ſeen death 2 Is this the way 
[ muſt return to na: ive duſt? O fight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
Zorrid to think, how horrible to feel! 
To whom thus Michael. Death thou haſt ſeen 
In his firſt shape on man; but many shapes 
Of death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, all diſmal, yet to ſenſe 
More terrible ar th' entrance than within. 
some, as thou ſaw'ſt, by violent ſtroke shall die, 
By fire, flood, famine; by intemp'rance more 


In meats and drinks, which on che earth shall bring 
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Diſeaſes dite, of which a monſtrous crew 
ge fore thee shall appear, that thou mayſt know 
What miſety th? inabſtin e nce of Eve 
Shall bring on men. Iinmediately a place 
Be ore his zyes appear'd, (ad, noiſome, dark, 
A lazar-houſe it ſcem'd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diſeas'q, all maladies 
Of ghaſtly ſpaſin, or racking torture, qualms 
Of hicart- ſick agony, ali feverous kinds, 
Convulſions, epilepſies, fierce carorrhs 
Inteſtine ſtone and ulcer, colt: pangs, 
D:monuiac phrenzy, moaping melancholy , 
And moon ſtruck madneſo, pining atrophy, 
Maraſnus , and wide-waſlting peſtilence , 
Dropſies, and aſthma's, and joinr-racking theums. 
Dire was the toſſing, deep the groans ; deſpair 
Tended the ſick buſieſt from couch to couch ; 
And over them triumphant death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd co ſtrike , though oft invok'd 
Wich vows , as their chief good, and final hope, 
Sight ſo deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey'd behold? Adam could nor, bur wept, 
Though not of woman born; compaſſion quell'd 
His beſt of man, and gave him up to tears 
A ſpace, till firmer thoughts reſtrain'd exceſs; 
And ſcarce recovering words his plaint renew'd, 

O miſerable mankind , ro what fall 
Degraded , to whar wretched ſtare referv'd! 
Better end here unborn, Why is life giv'n 
To be thus wrelted from us? rather wby 
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Ob:ruded on us thus? who if we knew 

What we receive, would vither not accept 
Life offer'd, or ſoon beg to lay it down , 

Glad to be ſo diſmiſs'd in peace. Can thus 
Th' image of God in man cteated once 

So goodly and erect, though faulty ſince, 

To ſuch uniightly ſufferings be debas'd _ 
Under inhuman pains? Why should not man, 
Retaining ſtill divine ſimilitude 

In part, from ſuch deformities be free, 

And for his Maker's image ſake exempr ? 

Their Maker's image, anſwet'd Michael, then 
Forſook them, when themſelves they vilify'd 
To ſerve ungovern'd appetite, and took 
His image whom they ſerv'd, a brutish vice, 


Inductive mainly to the tin of Eve. 
Therefore ſo abject is their punishment, 
Disfiguring not God's likeneſs , but their own , 
Or it his likeneſs, by themſelves defac'd , 
While they perv<rr pure nature's healthful rules 
To loathſome ſickneſs, worthily , tince they 
God's image did not reverence in theniſelves. 
I yield it juſt, ſaid Adam, and ſubmir. 
Bur is there yet no other way, be ſides 
Theſe painful paſſages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural duſt? 
There is, laid Michael, it thou well obſerve 
The rule of not too much, by temp'rance taught, 
In whar thou car'ſt and dri:k'ft, ſeeking from thence 
Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight, 
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Roor XI. 103 
Till many years over thy head teturn: 
So may'ſt thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap, ot be with caſe 
Gather'd, not harshly plack' , for death matute: 
This is old age; but then thou muſt outlive 
Thy youth, thy ſtrength, thy beauty, xhich will change 
To wither'd, weak, and gray thy ſenſes then 
Obtuſe, all taſte of pleaſure muſt forgo , 
To hat thou haſt, and for the air of youth, 
Hopeful and chearful , in thy blood will reiga 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry 
To w:igh thy ſpitits down , and laſt conſume 
The balm of life. To whom our anceſtor. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much; bent rather how I may be quit 
Faireſt and eaſieſt of this cumbrous charge; 
Which I mult keep till my appointed day 
Of rend'ring up, and patiently attend 
My diſſolution. Michael reply'd. 

Nor love thy life, nor hate; but what thou liv'ſt, 
Live well; how long or short, permit to hcay'n : 
And now prepare thee for another ſight. 

He look'd, and ſaw a ſpacious plain, wh:rcon 
Were tents of various hue : by ſome were herds 
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the ſound 
Of inſtruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of harp and organ; and who moy'd 

acir ſtops and chords, was ſeen z his volant touch 
Inſtinct through all proportions, low and high, 
Fl:d , and purſu' d rragſyerſe the reſonant fugue. 
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104 PARADISE LOST. 

In other part ſtood one who at the forge 
Lab'ring , two mally clods of ir'on and braſs 
Had melred , ( whether found where caſual fire 
Had waſted woods on mountain or in vale , 
Down to the veius of earth, thence g'iling hot 
To ſome cave's mouth, or whether wash'd by {ircam 
From underground) the liquid ore he drain'd 

In o fit molds prepar'd ; from which he form'd 

Tirſt his own tools; then, what might elſe be wrought 
Fuſil or grav'n in metal. After theſe, 

Bur on the hither ſide, a different ſort 

From the high nc:zhb'ring hills, which was their ſeat, 
Down to the plain defcended : by th ir guiſe 

Juſt men they ſeem'd, and all their ſtudy bent 

To worship God atight, and know his works 

Not hid, nor thoſe things laſt which might preſerve 
Freedom and peace to men: they on the plain 

Long had not walk'd, when from the rents h:hold 

A bery of fair women, richly gay 

In gems and anton dreſs; ro th' harp they ſung 
<£ott amorous dittics, and in dance came on. 

The men, though grave, ey'd them, and let their eyes 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous ner 

Faſt caught, they lik'd, and each his liking choſe : 
And now of love they treat, till th* ev'ning- ſtar, 
Love's harbinger , appear'd; then all in hear 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 
Hymen, then fitſt ro marriage-tites invok'd : 

With fealt and muſic all the rents reſound. 

such happy intetyiew and fair event 
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Of love and youth not loſt, ſongs, garlands, flow'rs, 
And charming ſymphonies, attach'd the heart 
Of Adam, ſoon inclin'd t' admit delight, 
The bent of nature; ich he thus expteſs'd. 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleſt, 
Much better ſeems this villon, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than thoſe rwo paſt: 
Thoſe: were of hate and death, or pain much wotſe; 
Here nature ſeems tulfill'd in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michacl. Judge not what is beſt 
By pleaſure, though ro nature ſeeming meet, 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end, 
Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Thoſe tents thou ſawꝰſt ſo pleaſant, were the rents 
Of wickedneſs, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who flew his brother; ſtudious they appear 
Of arts that polich life, inventors rare, 


Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spi'rit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledg'd none. 
Yer they a beauteous offspring shall beger : 

For that fair female troop thou ſaw'ſt, thar ſeem'd 
Of Goddeſſes , ſo blithe, ſo ſmooth, ſo gay, 

Yer empty of all good, wherein conſiſts 

Woman's domeſtic honour and chief ptaiſe; 

gred only and completed to the taſte 

Of luſtful appetence, to ſing, to dance, 

To dreſs, and troll the tongue, and roll tlie eye. 
To theſe, that robet race of men, whole lives 
Religious titled them the ſons of Gol , 


Shall yield up all cheir virtue, all rheic fame 


tos PARADISE LOST. 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the ſmiles 

Of theſe fair atheiſts, and now ſwim in joy, 
Erelong to ſwim at large; and laugh, for which 
The world erclong a world of tears muſt weep. 

To whom thus Adam, of short joy b-refr. 

O ficy' and shame, that they who to live well 
Enter'd ſo fait, should turn aſide to tread 
Paths indire@ , or in the mid-way faint ! 

Bur {till I ſee the tenour of man's woe 

Holds on the ſame , from woman to begin. 

From man's effeminate ſlackneſs it begins 
Said th' Angel, who should better hold his place 
By wiſdom , and ſuperior gifts receiv'd. 

Bur now prepare thee for another ſcene. 

He look'd , and ſaw wide territory ſpread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between, 
Cities of men with lofty gates and row'rs , 
Concourſe in arms, fierce faces threatning war, 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold empriſe : 

Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming ſteed , 
Single or in array of battle rang'd 

Both horſe and foot, nor idly muſt'ring ſtood ; 
One way a band ſelect from forage drives 
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A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine 
From a far meadow-ground ; or fleecy flock, 
Ewes and their bleating lambs, over the plain, 
Their booty ſcarce with life the shepherds fly, 
Bur call in aid, which makes a bloody fray 
With cruel torneament the ſquadrons join; 
Wuerxe cattel paſtur d late, now ſcatrer'd lies 
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With carcaſes and arms th' inſanguin'd field 
Deſerted: others to a city ſtrong 
Lay ſiege, incamp'd; by battery, ſcale, and mine, 
Aſſaulting; others from the wall defend 
Wich dart and javelin, ſtones and ſulphurous fire; 
On each hand ſlaughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other parts the ſceprer'd heralds call 
Io council in the city gates; anon 

Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix'd , 
Aſſemble, and harangues are heard, but ſoon 
In factious oppoſition ; till ar laſt 
Of middle age one rifing , eminent 
In wife deport , ſpake much of right and wrong, 
Of juſtice , of religion, truth and peace, 
And judgment from above: him old and young 
Exploded , and had ſeiz'd with violent hands, 
Had not a cloud deſcending ſnatch'd him thence 
Unſcen amid the throng : ſo violence 
proceeded, and oppteſſion, and ſword-law , 
Through all the plain , and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears; and to his guide 
Lamenting turn'd full ſad ; O what are theſe, 
Death's miniſters , not men, who thus deal death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply | 
Ten thouſandfold the fin of him who flew 
His brother : for of whom ſuch maſſacre 
Make they but of their brethren , men of men? . 
Bur who was that juſt man, whom had not heav'n 
Reſcu'd , had in his righteouſneſs been loſt ? 

To whom thus Michael. Theſe ate the produ& 
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Of thoſe ill mated marriages thou ſaw'ſt; 


Where good with bad were match'd, who of themſelves 


Abhor to join; and by imprudence mix*d , 
Produce prodigious births of boily* or mind. 
Such were theſ- giants, men of high renown 3 
For in thote days might only shall be? admir'd , 
And valour and heroic virtue call'd 

To overcome in battle, and ſubduz 

Nations, and bring home ſpoils with infinite 
Man ſlaughter , shall be hel the higheſt pitch 
Ot human glory, and for glocy done 

Of triumph, ro be ſtyl'd great conquerors , 
Patrons of mankind , Gods, and ſons of Gods 
Deſtroyets rightlier call'd , and plagues of men. 
Thus fame shall be atchiev'd, renown on carch, 
And what moſt metits fame in ſilence hid. 

Eur he, the ſev'nth from thee , whom thou beheldſt 
The only righteous in a world perverſe, 

And therefore hared , therefore ſo beſet 

With foes, tor dating ſingle to be juſt, 

And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his ſaints : him the moſt High 
Rapt in a balmy cloud with winged ſteeds 

Did , as thou ſau'ſt, receive, to walk with God 
Hig! in ſalvation, and the climes of blifs, 
Exenpt from death; ro show thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the reſt what punishment; 
Which now dir & thine eyes, and ſoon behold. 


tic look'd, and ſaw the face of things quite chang'd; 


The brazen throat of war had ccas'd to roar ; 
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Al! now was turn'd to jollity and game, 
To luxury and riot, feaſt and dance, 
Marrying or proſtituting, as betcl, 
Kaye or adultery , where pailing {ir 
Allur'd them; thence from cups to civil hroils. 
Ar lenght a reverend 1112 among them came, 
And of their doings great diſlike declar'd, 
And reltify'd againſt their ways he oft 
Erequentcd their atlemb!i-5 , whercfo met, 
Triumphs or feſtivals, aud to them preach'd 
Converion and repentanc2, as to touls 
In priſon under judgments imminent :; 
ut all in yain : which when ha ſaw, he c:as'd 
Conrending , and remov'd his tears far oft 
Then from the mountain hewing riiaber tall, 
B-y12 to build a veſſel of huge bulk, 

{caſur'd by cubit, length , and breadth, and height, 
Smear'd round with pitch; and in the ſide a door 
Contriv'd ; and of proviſions laid in large 
For man and beaſt ; when lo, a wonder ſtrange! 

Of every beaſt, and bird, and inſect ſmall 

Came ſev'ns, and pairs, and enter'd in, as taught 
Their order: laſt the ſire, and his three ſons, 

With their four wives; and God made faſt the door. 
Mean while the ſouth- wind roſe, and with black wings 
Wide hovering, all the clouds together drove 

From under heav'n; the hills ro their ſupply 

Vapour,, and exhalation dusk and moilt , 

Sent up amain; and now the thicken'd sky 


Like a dark cicling ſtood ; down rush'd the rain 
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Impetuous, and continu'd, till the earth 

No more was ſcen : the floating veſſel ſwum 

Vplifted, and ſecure with beaked prow 

Rode tiliiag o'er the waves : all dwellings elſe 

Flood o»crwhelm'd, and them with all their pomp 

Deep under water roll'd; ſ:a cover'd ſea, 

Sea without shote; and in their palaces 

Where luxuty late reign'd, ſea-mnnſters whelp'd 

And {tat1-d; of mankind, ſo numerous late, 

All left, in one ſmall bottom ſwum imbark'd. 

How didi thou grieve then, Adam, to bchold 

The ene of all thy offspring, end fo (ail, 

Depop':! tion? thee another flood, 

Of tc4'5 and ſorrow? a Aool thee alſo drown'd ” 

And ſuak thee as thy ſous; till gently rear'd 

By th' Angel, oa thy feet thou ſtood'ſt ar laſt, 

Though com fortleſs, as when a father mourns 

His children, all in view deſtroy'd at once; 

And ſcarce to th* Angel utter'd thus thy plaint. 
O viſions ill foreſeen ! better had I 

Liv'd ignorant of future, fo had borne 

My part of evil only, each day's lot 

Enough to bear; thoſe now, chat were diſpens'd 

The burd'n of many ages, on me light 

Ar once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 

Aborrive, to torment me ere their being, 

Vith thought that they muſt be. Let no man ſeeł 

Henceforth to be foretold what shall befall 

Him or his children; evil he may be ſure, 


Which neichet his forcknowing can prevent, 
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And he the future evil shall no leſs 

In apprehenlion than in ſubſtance feel, 

tie vous to bar: but that care now is paſt , 

Man is not whom to warn: thoſe few eſcap'd 
Famine and anguish will at laſt conſume, 
Wand'ring that watry detert. I had hope, 

When violence was ceas'd , and war on carth, 

All would have then gone well, pꝛace would have crown'd 
W:th length of happy days the rac? ot man: 

But I was far decziv'd; tor now I ſee 

Peace to = no leſs than war to waſte. 

How comes it this? unfold , celeſtial guide, 

And whether here the race of ma woul-l cad. 

To whom thus Michael. Thoſe whom laſt thou ſaw'ſt 

In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 

Firlt ſcen in acts of proweſs em nent, 

And great exploits, bur of ttue virtue void: 

Who having ſpilt much blood, and done much waſte 
Subduing nations, and archi:v'd thereby 

Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey, 

Shall change their courſe ro pleaſure, caſe , and ſloth , 
Surfeit, and luſt, till wantonneſs and pride 

Raiſe out of friendship hoſtile deeds in peace. 

The conquer'd alſo, and inſlav'd by war, 

Shall, with rhcir freedom loſt, all virtue loſe, 

And fear of God, from whom their piery fcign'd 
In sharp conteſt of batrel found no aid 

Againſt invaders; therefore cool'd in zeal 6 
Thenceforth shall practiſe how to live ſecure , 


Wotldly or diſſolute, on what their lords 
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Shall leave them to enjoy; for th' earth shall beat 


More than enough, that temp'rance may be try d: 


So all shall rurn degenerate, all deptav'd 
Tultice and temp'tance, truth and faith forgot; 
One man except, the only ſon of light 
In a dark age, againſt example good, 
Againſt allurement, cuſtom , and a world 
Ottended ; fearleſs of reproach and ſcorn, 
Or violence, he of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonish, and before them ſet 
The paths of righteouſneſs, how much more ſafe, 
And full of peace, denouncing vrath to come 
On their impenitence; and shall return 
Of chem derided , but of God obſetv'd 
The one juſt man alive; by his command 
Shall build a won tous ark, as thou beheldſt, 
To ſave himſelf and houshold from amidſt 
A world devote to univerſal wrack. 
No ſconer he, with them of man and beaſt 
Select for life, shall in the ark be lodg'd, 
And sheltetr'd round, bur all the cataracts 
Of heav'n ſer open on the earth shall pour 
Rain day and night; all fountains of the deep 
Broke up, shall heave the ocean to uſurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation riſe 
Above the higheſt hills: then shall this mount 
Of Paradiſe by might of waves be mov d 
Our of his place, push'd by the horned flood, 
Wich all his verdure ſpoil'd, and trees adrift , 
Town the great river to the opening gulph , 
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And there take root, an iſland ſalt and bare, 
The haunt of ſcals, and orcs, and ſca- meus clang: 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 
No ſanctity, if none be thither brought 
By men who there frequent, or therein dwell, | 
And now what further shall enſue , behold. 

He look'd , and ſaw the ark hull oa the flood, 
Which now abated : for the clouds were fled , 
Driv'n by a keen north-wind , that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay'd ; 

And the clear ſun on his wide watry glafs | 
Gaz'd hot, and of the flesh wave largely drew, 4 
As after thirſt, which made their flowing shrink 
From ſtanding lake to tripping ebb , chat ſtole J. ' 
With ſoft foot row'ards the deep, who now had ſtops 
His ſluces, as the hcav'n his windows shut. 

The ark no more now flotes, but ſeems on ground, 
Faſt on the top of ſome high mountain fix'd. 

And now the tops of hills as rocks appear ; 

Wich clamour thence the rapid currents drive 
Tow'ards the retreating ſea their furious tide, 
Forthwith from out the: ark a raven flies, 

And after him, the ſurer meſſenger, 

A dove ſent forth once and again to ſpy 

Green ttee or ground whercon his foot may light; 
The ſecond time returning , in his bill 

An olive-lcaf be brings, pacific ſign: 

Anon dry gtound appears , and from his ark 
The ancient fire deſcenils with all his rrain 
Then wich upliſted hands, and eyes devour , 
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Grateful to heay'n, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud , and in the cloud a bow 
Conſpicuous, with three liſted colours gay, 
Berokening peace fiom God, and covenant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam erſt ſo ſad 
Greatly rejoic'd , and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou who future things canſt repreſent 
As preſent, heav'nly inſtructor, I revive 
At this laſt ſight, aſſut'd that man shall live 
With all the creatures, and their ſeed preſerve, 
Far leſs I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked ſons deſtroy'd , than I rejoice 
For one man found ſo perfect and ſo juſt, 
That God vouchſafes to raiſe another world 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
Bur ſay , hat mean thoſe colour'd ſtreaks in heav n, 
Diſtended as the brow of God appeas'd; 
Or ſerve they as a flow'ry verge to bind 
The fluid skirts of that ſame watty cloud, 
Leſt ir again diſſolve, and show'r the earth ? 
To whom th' Arch- angel. Dextrouſly thou aim'ſt; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 
Though late repenting him of man deprav'd, 
Griev'd at his heart , when looking down he ſaw 
The hole earth fill'd with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupring each their way; yet thoſe remoy*d , 
Such grace shall one juſt man find in his ſight, 
Thar he relents , nor to blot out mankind , 
And makes a covenant never to deſtroy 


The earth again by flood, nor ler the ſea 
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zurpaſs his bounds , nor rain to drown the world, 
With man therein or beaſt, but when he brings 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein ſer 
His triple colour'd bow, whereon to look, 

And call to mind his covenant: day and night, 
Seed-time and harveſt, heat and hoary froſt 

Shall hold their courſe, till fire purge all things new, 
Bach heay'n and earth, wherein the juſt shall dwell. 


The end of che eleventh book, 


Tux ARGUMENT 
or BOOK X II. 


The Angel Michael continues from the flood 
to relate hat shall ſucceed; then, in the men- 
tion of Abraham, comes by degrees to explain, 
who that (ccd of the woman shall be, Which 
was promiſed Adam and Eve in the fall; his 
incarnation, death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
ſion; the ſtate of the church till his ſecond 
coming. Adam greatly ſatisfied andre comforted 
by thele relations and promiſes, deſcends the 
hill with Michacl ; wakens Eve, who all this 
while had ſlept, but with gentle dreams com- 
pos'd to quietneſs of mind and ſubmiſſion. Mi- 
chael in eicher hand leads them out of Paradiſe, 
the fiery ſword waving behind them, and tlie 
og raking their ſtations to guard the 
place. 
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SOUL 21 


A s one who in his journey baits at noon, 
Though bent on ſpeed ; ſo here the Arch. angel paus'd 

etwixt the world deſtroy d and world reftor'd , 
if Adam ought perhaps might interpoſe; l 


| Then with tranſition ſweet new ſpeech reſumes. 0 
. Thus thou haſt ſeen one world begin and end | 
4 And man as from a ſecond ſtock proceed, 

- Much thou haſt yer to ſce , bur I perceive 

; Thy mortal ſight to fail; objects divine 

C Muſt needs impair and weary human ſenſe : 

0 Hencefotth what is ro come I will relate, 


Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This ſecond ſource of men, while yet but few, 
And while the dread of judgment paſt remains 
fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 

With ſome regard to what is juſt and right, 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace, 
Lab'ring the ſoil , and reaping plenteous crop , 
Corn , wine , and oil ; and from the herd or flock | 1 
Oft ſactificing bullock, lamb, or kid, | 
Wich large wine-offerings pour'd , and ſacred feaſt , 
Shall ſpend their days in joy unblam'd , and dwell 
Long time in peace, by families and tribes , 

Fol. Il. | P 
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Under paternal tule: till one shall riſe 


Ot proud ambitious heart , ho, not content 


Wich fair equality, frarernal ſtate, 

Will arrogate dominion undeſetv'd 

Over his btethren, and quite di poſſeſs 
Concord and law of nature from che eatth, 


Hunting (and men, not beaſts, shall be his game) 


Wich war ani hoſtile ſnare ſuch as refuſe 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 

A mighty hunter thence ha shall be ſtyl'd 

:fore the Lord, as in deſpite of heav'n, 

Or from heav'n claiming ſecond ſov'reignty; 
And from rebellion shall derive his na.ne , 
Though of rebellion other, he ac-ul.. 

He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 

With him or under him to tyrannize, 

Marching from Eden tow'ards the welt, shall find 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils our from under ground, the mouth of hell; 
Of brick, and of that ſtuff, they caſt to build 


A city* and tow'r, whoſe top may reach to heav'n; 


And get themfſelves a name, left far diſpers'd 
In for. ign lands their memory be loſt, 
Regardleſs whether good or evil fame, 

But Cod, who oft deſcends to viſit men 
Unſ:en , and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings, th m beholding ſoon, 
Comes down to ſe: their city, ere the tow'r 
Obſtruct h-av*n-row'r,, and in deriſion ſets 
Upon their tongues a vatious ſpi'rit, to raſe 


— 
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quite our their native language, and inſtead 
To ſow a jangling noiſe of words unknown. 
forthwith a hideous gabble riſes loud 
Among the builders ; each to other calls 
Nor underſtood , till hoatſe, and all in rage, 

As mock'd they ſtorm ; great laughter was in heay'm 

and looking down, to ſee the hubbub ſtrange , 

and hear the din, thus was the building left 

Ridiculous, and the work Confuſion nam'd. 
Whereto thus Adam fatherly ws pare d. 

O execrabl: ſon ſo to aſpite 

Above his brethren , to himſelf aſſuming 

Authority nſurp'd , from God not giv'n : 

le gave us only over beaſt , fish, fowl, 

Dominion abſolute; that right we hold 

By his donation : but man over men 

He made not lord; ſuch title ro himſelf 

Reſerving, human left from human free, 

Bur this uſurper his incroachment proud 

Stays not on man; to God his row'r intends 

Sizze and defiance. Mretched man! hat food 

Will he coavey up tither to ſuſtain 

Himſelf and his rash army, where thin air 


Above the clouds will pine his intrails groſs, 
And famish him of breath , if not of bread? 

To whom thus Michael. Juſtly thou abhotr'ſt 
That ſon, who on the quiet ſtate of men 
du h trouble brought, affecting to ſubdue 
Rational liberty; yet know withal, 
dice thy original lapſe, true liberty 
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Is loſt , which always with tight reaſon dwells 
Twinn'd , and froin her hath no dividual being: 
Reaſon in man obſcur'd , or not obey'd , 
Immediately inordinate deſires 

And upſtart paſſions catch the government 
From reaſon , and to ſervitude reduce 

Man till then free. Therefore, ſince he permits 
Wirhin himſelf unworthy pow'rs to reign 

Over free reaſon , Goa in judgment juit , 
Subjects him from without to violent lords; 
Who oft as undeſervedly inthrall 

His outward freedom: tyranny muſt be, 
Though to the tyrant thereby nv excuſe. 

Yer ſomerimes nations will decline ſo low 

From virtue, which is reaſon , that no wrong, 
Bur juſtice , and ſom: fatal curſe annex'd , 
Deprives them of their ourward liberty, 

Their inward loſt : witneſs th” irreverent ſon 
Of him who built the ark, who, for the shame 
Done to his father, heard this heavy curſe , 
Servant of ſervants, on his vicious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, 
Still tend from bad to worſe , till God at laſt, 
Wearied with their iniquiries , withdraw 

His preſence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes; reſolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to theit own polluted ways 
And one peculiar nation to ſelect 

From all the reſt, of whom to be invok'd, 

A nation from one faithful man to ſpring ; 
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Him on this ſide Euphrates yet reſiding, 
zred up in idol- worship; O that men 
canſt thou believe?) should be ſo ſtupid grown, 
While yet the pattiatch liv'd , who ſcap'd the flood, 
As to forſake the living God, and fall 
To worship their own work in wood and ſtone 
For Gods ! yer him God the moſt High vouchſafes 
To call by viſion from his father's houſe , 
Eis kindred and falſe Gods, into a land 
Which he will chow him, and from him will raiſe 
A mighty nation, and upon him show'r 
His benediction ſo, that in his ſeed 
All nations shall be bleſs'd; he ſtrait obeys, 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes. 
ſee him, but thou canſt not, with what faith 
lle leaves his Gods, his friends, and native ſoil 
Ur of Chaldæa, paliling now the ford 
To Haran, after him a cumbrous train 
Of herds and flocks, and numerous ſervirude ; 
Not wand” ring poor, but truſting all his wealth 
With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown, 
Canaan he now attains; I ſee his tents 
piteh'd about Sechem, and the neighb'ring plain 
Ot Morch; there by promiſe he receives 
Gift ro his progeny of all that land, 
From Hamarh northward to the deſert ſouth, 
(Things by their names 1 call, though yer unnam'd ) 
From Hermon ealt ro the great weſtern ſea; 
Mount Hermon, yonder ſea, each place behold 
lu proſpect, as I point them; on the shore 
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Mount Carmel; here the double-founred ſtream 
Jordan, true limit eaſtward ; but his ſons 

Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 
This ponder, that all nations of the earth 

Shall in his ſeed be bleſſed: by that ſeed 

Is meant thy great deliy'rer , who shall bruiſe 
The ſerpenmt's head; whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier shall be reveal'd. This patriarch bleſs'd, 
Whom faithſul Abraham due time shall call, 

A ſon, and of his ſon a grand- child leaves, 
Like hirn in faith, in wiſdom , and renown. 

The grand: child with twelve ſons increas'd, departs 
From Canaan , to a land hereafter call'd 

Egypt, divided by the river Nile: 

See where it flows , diſgorging at ſev'n mouths 
Into the ſea; to ſojourn in that land 

He comes, invite] by a younger ſon 

In time of d-arth, a on whole worthy deeds 
Raiſe him to be the ſecond in that realm 

Of Pharaoh : there he dies „and leaves his tace 
Growing into a nation, and now groun 
Suſpecteqd :o a ſequent king, who ſeeks 

To ſtop their overgrowth , as inmate gu-lts 


Too numerous; whence of gueſts he makes them ſlaves 


Inhof{firably”, and kills their infant males: 

Till by two brethren ( thoſe two brethren call 
Moſes and Aaron) ſent from God to claim 

His people ftom inthralment, they return 

Wich glory? and ſpoil back to their promis'd land. 
Bur firſt the lawleſs tyrant, who denics 
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ro know their God, ot meſſage to regard, 
Muſt be compell'd by ſigns and judgments dite; 
To blood unshed the rivers mult be rurn'd 
Frogs , lice, and flies muſt all his palace fill 
With loath'd intruſon , and fill all the land; 
His cattel muſt of ror and murrain die; 
Botches and blains mutt all his flesh imboſs , 
an ball his people; thunder mix'd with hail, 
Hail mix'd with fire, muſt rend th' Egyptian sky, 
And wheel on rh” eatth, devouring where it tolls; 
What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A daikſome cloud of locuſts (warming down 
Mult eat, and on the ground leave nothing green; 
Darkneſs muſt overshadow all his bounds , 
Palpable darkneſs, and blot out three days; 
Laſt , with one midnight-ſtroke, all the firſt- born 
Of Egypt muſt lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
The river dragon tam'd at length ſubmits 
To let his ſojourners deparr, and oft 
Humbles his ſtubbotn hcarr , but ſtill as ice 
More hatden'd after thaw, till in his rage 
Purſuing whom he late diſmiſs'd, the ſea 
Swallows him with his hoſt; but them lets paſs 
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As on dry land between two cryſtal walls, 
aw by the rod of Moſes ſo to ſtand 
Divided , till his reſcu'd gain their shore: 
duch wondrous pow'r God to his ſaint will lend, 
Though preſent in his angel, who shall go 
he fore them in a cloud, and pill'ar of fire, 
By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire, 
F iy 
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To guide them in their journey , and remove 
Behind them, while th' obdurate king purſues : 
A!l night he will purſue , bur his approach 
Darkneſs defends between till morning watch; 
Then through the fiery pillar a:- he cloud 

God looking forth will trouble all his hoſt , 

And craze their charior-wheels ; when by command 
Moſes once more his potent rod extends 

Over the tea ; the ſea his rod obeys; 

On their imbattel'd ranks the waves return, 
And overwhelm their war. The race elect 

Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance 
Through the wild deſert, nor the readieſt way, 
Leſt entring on the Canaanite alarm'd , 

War teriify th-m inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, chaſing rather 
Inglorious life with ſervitude; for life 

To noble and ignoble is more ſweet 

Untrain'd in arms, Where rashneſs leads not on. 
This alſo shall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderneſs, there they shall found 
Their government, an their great ſenate chuſe 
Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd. 
Cod from the mount of Sinai, whoſ- gray top 
Stall tremble, he deſcending , will himſelf 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets ſound , 
Ordain them laws; part ſuch as appertain 

To civil juſtice , part religious rites . 

Of ſacrifice, informing them, by types 

And shadows , of chat deſtin'd ſeed to bruiſe 
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The ſerpent, by what means he shall archieve 
Mankind's deliv*rance, But the voice of Cod 
To moital car is dreadful ; they beſech 
That Moſes might report to them his will, 
And terror ceaſe; he grants what they beſought, 
Inſtructed that to God is no acceſs 
Without mcdiator , whoſe high office now 
Moſcsin figure bears, to introduce 
One greater, of whoſe day he shall foretel, 
And all the prophets in their age the times 
Of great Meſſi'ah shall ſing. Thus laws and ritey 
Eftablish'd , ſuch delight hath Go in men 
Obe dient to his will, that he vouchſaſes 
Among them to ſet up his tabernacle, 
The holy one wich mortal men to dwell. 
By his preſcripr a ſanctuary is ftam'd 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold; therein 
An ark, and in the ark his reſtimony , 
The records of his covenant; over theſe 
A mercy-ſeat of gold between the wings 
Of two bright cherubim ; before him burn 
Sev'n lamps, as in a zodiac repreſenting 

J. The heav'nly fires; over the tent a cloud 
Shall reſt by day, a fiery gleam by night, 
Save when they journey, and at length they come, 
Conducted by his angel, to the land 
Promis'd to Abraham and his ſeed. The reſt 
Were long to tell, how many barrels foughr, 
How many kings deſtroy'd , and kingdoms won; 
Or how the ſun shall in mid heay'n ſtand Kill 

Fy 
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A day entire, and night's due coutſe ajourn, 
Man's voice commanding, Sun in Gibeon ſtand , 
And chou moon in the vale of Aialon , 
Till Ifracl overcome: ſo call the third 
From Abraham , ſon of Iſaac, and from him 
lis whole deſcent, who thus shall Canaan win. 
Here Adam interpos'd. O ſent from heav'a, 
Inlightner of my darkneſs, gracious things 
Thou haſt reveal'd, thoſe chiefly which concern 
Juſt Abraham and his ſe:d : now firſt I find 
Mine eyes true op'ning, and my heart much eas'd , 
Ercwhile perplex'd with thoughts what would becoine 
Of me and all mankind ; but now I ſce | 
His day, in whom all nations shall be bleſs'd, 
Favour unmeritcd by me, who ſought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yer I apprehend not, why to thoſe 
Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth, 
do many and ſo various laws are giv'n; 
So many laws argue ſo many (ins 
Among them; how can God with ſuch reſide? 
To whom thus Michael. Doubt not bur that fin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot; 
And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by ſtirring up 
Sin againſt law to fight: that when they ſee 
Law can diſcover ſin, bur not remove, 


Save by thoſe shadouy expiations weak, 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious muſt be paid for man, 
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Juſt for unjuſt; that in ſuch righreouMe(s 
To them by faith imputed , they may find 
Juſtification towards God, and peace 
Of conſcience; which tlie law by ceremonies 
Cannot appeaſe, nor man che moral part 
perform, and not performing cannot live. 
So law appears imperfect, and but giv'n 
With purpoſe to reſign them in full time 
Up to a bettet covenant, diſciplin'd 
From shadowy types to truth, from flesh to ſpi'tit, 
From impoſition of ſtrict laws to free 
Acceptance of latge grace, from ſervile fear 
To filial, works of law to works of faith, 
And therefore shall not Moſes, though of God 
Highly bceiov'd , being bur rhe miniſter 
Of law, his people into Canaan lead; 
Burt Joshua, whom the Geuriles Jeſus call, 
His name and office bearing, who shall quell 
The adverſary ſerpent , and bring back 
Through the world's wilderneſs long wander'd man 
Safe to eternal Paradiſe of reſt. 
Mean while they in their earthly Canaan plac'd, 
Long time shall dwell and proſper; but when ſins 
National interrupt their public peace, 
Provoking God to raiſe them enemies : 
l'rom whom as oft he ſaves them penitent 
hy judges firit , then under kings; of whom 
The ſecond, both for picty renown'd 
And puiſſant deeds, a promiſe shall receive 
Irrevocable, that his regal chrone 
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For ever shall enlure; the like shall ling 

A!l prophecy , thar of the royal ſtock 

Of David ( ſo I name this king) shall riſe 

A ſon, the woman's ſeed to thee fotetold, 
Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall cruſt 
All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings 
The laſt, for of his reign shall be no end. 
Bat ſitſt a long ſucceſſion muſt enſue; 

And his next ſon, for wcalth and wiſdom fam'd , 
The clouded ark of Cod, till then in tents 
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Wand'ring , shall in a glorious temple” inshrine. 
Such follow him as shall be regiſt-r'd 

Parr good, part bad, of bad the longer ſcroll; 
Whoſe foul idolatries, and other faults 

Heap'd to the popular ſum, will ſo incenſe 

God, as to leave them, and expoſe then land, 
Their ciry*, his temple, and his holy ark, 

With all his ſacred things, a ſcorn and prey 

To that proud city, whoſe high walls thou ſaw'ſt 
Left in confuſion, Babylon thence call'd. 

1 here in captivity he lets them dwell 

The ſpace of ſev'nty years, then brings them back, 
Rememb' ring mercy , and his covenant ſworn 

To David, ſtablish'd as the days of heav'n. 
Rerurn'd from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom God diſpos'd ,the houſe of God 
They firſt re-edify, and tor a while 


In mean eſtate live moderate, till grown 
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In wealth and multitude , factious they grow; 
Bur fixſt among the prieſts diſſenſion ſprings , 
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Men who attend the altar, and should moſt 
Endeavour peace: their ſtrife pollution brings 
Upon the temple? itſelf: at laſt they ſeize 
The ſcepter, and tegatd not David's ſons 
Then loſe ir to a ſtranger ; char rhe true 
Anoinred king Meſſiah might be born 
Bart*d of his right; yet at his birth a tar, 
Unſcen beſore in h-av*n, proclaims him come, 
And guides the caſtern Sages , who inquire 
His place, ro offer incenſe, myrrh , and gold; 
His place of birth a ſolemn angel tells 
To ſimple shepherds, keeping watch by night; 
They gladly thither haſte, and by a quite 
Of ſquaclron'd angels hear his carol ſung. 
A virgin is his mother, bur his fire 
The pow'r of the moſt High ; he shall aſcend 
The thron: hereditary, and bound his reign 
Wich caith's wide bounds, his glory with the h:ay'ns. 
He ceav'd , diſcerning Adam with ſuch joy 
Surcharg'd , as had, like grief, be:n dew'd in tears, 
Wirhour the vent of words, which theſe he breath'd. 
O prophet of glad ridings, finisher 
OF utmoſt hope! now clcar I underſtand 
V hat oft my ſteddieſt thoughts have ſearch'd in vain 
Why our great expectation should be call'd 
The ſeed of woman: Virgin Mother, hail , 
High in the love of heav'n; yer from my loins 
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God moſt High; ſo God with man unites. 
Needs muſt the ſerpent now his capital bruiſe 
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Expect with mortal pain: ſay waere and when 
Their fight, what ſtroke shall bruiſe the victor's heel. 
To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel: not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to Codhieal, with raore ſtrength to foil 
Thy enemy; nor ſo is overcome 
Satan, whoſe fall from heav'n , a deadlier bruiſe , 
Diſabl:d not to give the thy deith's wound: 
Which he, who come: thy Saviour, shall recure , 
Not by deliroying Satan, but bis works 
In thee an4 in thy ſeed ; norcinchisbe, 
Bur by fulhlling that which thou didſt want, 
Obedience to the law of Co, impos'd 
On penalty of death, and ſuffering death, 
The penalty to thy tranſgreſſion due, 
Au! due to tacirs which out of thine will grow: 
So only can high juſtice reſt appaid. 
The law of Co i exact he shall ſulfil 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law; thy punishment 
He shall endure by coming in the flesh 
To a teptoachful life and curſed death, 
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 
In his rede mption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by faith, his merits 
To fave them „not their own , though legal works, 
For this he shall live hated, be blaſphem'd, 
Sciz'd on by ſorce, judg'd, and to death condemu'd , 
A shametul and accurs'd nail'd to the croſs 
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By his own nation; {lain for bringing life; 


Bur to the croſs he nails thy enemies, 

The law that is againſt thee , and rhe fins 

Of all mankind, with hin there crucify'd, 

Never to hurt them more who rightly truſt 

In this his ſatisfaction, So he dies, 

But ſoon revives, death over him no pow'r 

Shall long uſurp z cre the thi:d dawning light 
Return, the ftars of morn shall ſe: him riſe 

Our of his grave, fresh as the daw:iing light, 

Thy ranſom paid, which man from d-ath redcems , 
His death ſor man, as many as offer'd life 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works, This God-like act 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou shouldſt have dy'd, 
In fin for ever loſt from life ; this act 

Shall bruiſe che head of Satan, crush his ſtrength , 
Defeating fin and death, his two main arms; 

An fix tar deeper in his head their ſtings , 

Than temp'tal death shall bruiſ: the victor's heel, 
Or theirs whom he redeems, a dcath-like ſleep, 

A gentle watting to immortal life. 

Nor after te ſurrection shall he ſtay 

Longer on carth, than certain times to? appear 

To his diſciples, men who in his life | 

Still follow'd him; to them shall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they learn'd, 
And his ſalvation, them who shall believe 
Baptizing in the profluent ſtream , the ſign 

Of washing them from guilr of t1a ro life 
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Pure, and in mind prepar'd , if ſo befall, 
For death , like that which the Redeemer dy'd. 
All nations they shall teach: for from that day 
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Not only to the ſons of Abraham's loins 
Salvation shall be preach'd , bur to the ſons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world; 
o in his ſeed all nations shall be bleſs'd. 
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Then to the heav'n of heav'ns he shall aſcend 
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With victory, triumphing through the air 

Over his fozs and thine; there shall ſurpriſe 

The ſerpenr, prince of ait, and drag in chains 
Through all his realm, and there contuunded leave; 
Then enter into glory, and reſume 

His ſcat at God's right hand, exalted high 

Above all names in heav'n; and thence shall come, 
When this world's diſſolution shall be ripe, | 
With glory” and pow'r to judge both quick and dead; 
To judge th' unfaithtul dead, bur to reward 

His faithful, and receive them into bliſs, 

Whether in hcav'n or earth; for then the earth 

Shall all be Paradiſe, far happier place 

Than this of Eden, and far happicr days. 

So ſpake th' Arch-angel Michael, then paus'd, 
As at the world's great period; and our fire, 
Replere with joy and vonder, thus reply'd. 

O Coodnefs infinite! Goodneſs immenſe ! 

That al! this good of evil shall produce, 
Aud cvil turn to good; more wonderful 
Than that which by creation firſt brought forth 
Light out of darkneſs ! Full of doubt I ſand, 
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Whether I should repent me now of fin 

By me done and occaſion'd, or rejoice 

Much more, that much more good thereof shall ſpringy 

To God more glory, more good will to men 

from God, and over wrath grace shall abound, 

Bur ſay , if our Deliv'rer up to heav'n 

Muſt reaſcend , what will beride the few 

His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd, 

The enemies of truth? who then shal' guide 

lis people, who defend? will hey not deal 

Worſe with his followers than with him they dealt? 
Bc ſure they will, ſaid th' Angel; but from heav'n 

He to his own a Comforter will ſend, 

The promiſe of the Father, who shall dwell 

His Spirit within them, and the law of faith 

Working through love, upon their hearts shall write, 

To guide them in all truth, and a!lfo atm 

With ſviritual armour, able to reſiſt 

Saran's aſſaults, and quench his fery darts, 

What man can do againſt them, not afraid , 

Though to the death, againſt ſuch ctueltics 

With inwatd conſolations recompens'd , 

And oft ſupported fo as shall amaze 

Their proudeſt perſecutors: for the Spirit 

Pour'd firſt on his Apoſtl:s, whom he ſends 

To evangelize the nations, then on all 

Baptiz'd , shall them with wondrous gifts endue , 


To ſpeak all rongues, and do all miracles, 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Grcat numbers of each nation to receive 
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134 PARADISE LOST. 
Vith joy the tidings brought from heav'n : at length; 
Their miniſtry perform'd, and race well run, 
Their doctrine and their ſtory written left, 

They die. But in their room, as they forewarn, 
Wolves shall ſucceed for reachers, grievous wolves , 
Who all the ſacred myſteries of heav'n 

To their own vile advantages shall tutn 

Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

With ſuperſtitions and rradirions taint, 

Left only in thoſe writren records pure , 

Though not but by the ſpirit underſtood. 

Then shall they ſeck to? avail themſelves of names, 
Places, and titles, and with theſe to join 

Secular pow'r, though feigning ſtill to act 

By ſpiritual, ro themſelves appropriating 

The Spi'tit of God, promis'd alike and giv'n 

To all believers; and from that pretence, 

Sp'rirual laws by carnal pow'r shall force 

On ev'ry conſcience ; laws which none shall find 
Left them inroll'd , or what the Spi'rit within 

Shall on the heart ingrave. What will they then 

Bur force the ſpi'rit of grace irſelf, and bind 

His conſort liberty ? what, but unbuild 

His living temples , builc by faith to ſtand, 

Their own faith, not another's > for on earth 

Who againſt faith and conſcience cau be h:ard 
Infallible? yet many will pr-ſume : 

Whence heavy perſecution shall ariſe 

On all who in the worship perſevere 

Of ſpi'rir aud truth; the reſt , far greater part, 
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Will deem in outward rires and ſpecious forms 
Religion (atisfy'd ; truth shall retire 
Be ſtuck with fland'rous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely be found: ſo shall the world go on, 
To good nialignant, to bad men benign, 
Under her own weight groaning, till the day 
Appear of reſpiration to the jult , 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him ſo lately promis'd to thy aid, 
The woman's ſeed ,, obſcurely then fotetold, 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 
La': in the clouds from h:av'n to be reveal'd 
In glory of the Father, to diſſolve 
Satan with his petvetted world, then raiſe 
From the conflagrant mass, purg'd and refin'd, 
New heav'ns, new earth , ages of endleſs date 
Founded in righteouſneſs, and peace, and love, 
To bring forrh fruits, joy and eternal bliſs, 

He ended; and thus Adam laſt reply' d. 
flow ſoon hath thy prediction, Seer bleſt, 
Meaſur'd this tranſient world, the race of time, 
Till time ſtand fix' d? beyond is all abyſs, 
Eternity, whoſe end no eye can reach. 
Creatly iuſtructed I shall hence depart, 
Creatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this veſſel can contain; 
Beyond which was my folly to aſpire. 
Ilencefotth I learn, that to obey is beſt, 
And love with fear the only God, to walk 
AS in his preſence , eyer to obſerye 
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His providence, and on him ſole depend, 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by ſmall 
Accomplishing great things, by things deem'd weale 
Subverting world!y ſtrong, and worldly wiſe 
By impl/ meek; that ſuff "ring for truth's fake 
Is fortitude to higi:eſt victory, 
And, to the faithful, death the gate of life; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleſs'd. 

To whom thus alſu th' Angel laſt reply'd. 
This having learn'd, thou haſt actain' the ſum 
Of wiſdom ; hope no high'er, though all the ſtars 
Thou knew by name, and all th' ethereal pow'rs, 
All ſecrets of the deep, all Nature's works, 
Or works of God in heav'n, air, earth, or ſea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoy'dſt, 
And all the rule, one empire; only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge aniworable, add faith, 
Add vir: patience, temperance, add love, 
By name to come call'd ch:riry , the ſoul 
Of all the reſt: then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this Paradiſe, bur shalt poſſeſs 
A Paradiſe within thee, happizr far. 
Let us deſc2n4 now therefore from this top 
Of ſpeculation; for the hour preciſe 
Exacts our parting hence; and ſee the guards, 
By me incamp'd on yonder hill , expect 
Their motion, at whoſe front a flaming ſword , 
In ſignal of remove, waycs fiercely round 3 
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Ve may no lo'iger ſtay : go, waken Eve; 

Her alſo I with gentle dreams have calm'd 
Portending good, and all her ſpi'cits compos'd 
To meck ſubmillion : thou at ſcaſon fir 
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Let her with tliee pattake what thou haſt heard, 
Chiefly what may concern her faith to know, 
The great deliv'rance by het iced ro come 
(Fot by the woman's ſced ) on all mankind: 
That ye may live, which will be many days, 
Both in on: fait unanimous though (ad , 
With cauſe for evils paſt, yet much more chear'd 
With meditation on the happy end. 

He ended, and they both deſcend the hill; 
Deſcended, Adam to the bow'r where Eve 
Lay ſleeping ran before, but found her wak'd; 
And thus with words not {ad he him receiv'd. 

Whence thou return'ſt, and xhithet wenr'ſt, I knowy 
For God is alto“ in ſleep, and dreams adviſe, 
Which he hath ſent propitious, ſome great good 
Preſaging , ſince with ſorrow' and heart's diſtreſs 
Wearied 1 fell aſleep : but now lead on; 
In me is no delay ; with thez to go , 
Is to ſtay here; without thee here to ſtay, 
Is to go hence unwilling ; thou ro me 
Art all things under heav'n, all places thou , 
Who for my wilful crime art banish'd hence. 
This further conſolation yer ſecure 
I carry, hence; though all by me is loſt, 
Such tavour I unworthy am vouchſaf'd, 


By ma the promis'd ſeed shall all reſtore. 
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So ſpake our mother Eve; and Adam heard 

Well pleas'd , bur anſwer'd nor; for now too nigh 
Th* Arch-angel ſtood, and from the other hill 
To their hx'd ſtation , all in bright artay , 
The Cherubim deſcended on the ground 
Gliding mereorous , as evening miſt 
Ris'n from a river o'cr the marish glides, 
And gathers ground falt ar the lab'rer's heel 
Hoineward returning. High in front advanc'd , 
The brandi:h'd ſword of Gol before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a comet which with torrid heat, 
And vapou: as the Libyan air aduſt, 

egan to patch that remp'rare clime; whereat 
In either hand the halt'ning Angel caught | 
Our ling'ring parents, and to th' eaſtern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliff as faſt 
To the ſubj:&ed plain; then diſappear'd. 
They looking back, all th' caſtern ſide beheld 
Of Paradiſe, ſo late their happy ſeat, 
Wav'd over by that Haming brand, the gate 
With dreadful faces throng'd and fiery arms : 


Some natural rears they dropt, but wip'd them ſoon; 


The world was all before them, where to chooſe 
Their place of reſt, and Providence their guide : 


They hand in hand, wich wand'ring ſteps and {low, 


Through Eden took their ſolitary way. 
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Who cre-while the happy garden ſung , 

By one man's diſobedience loſt, now ting 
R:cover'd Paradiſe to all mankind, 

By one man's firm obedi-nce fully try'd 
Through all rempcation, and the temptet foil'd 
la all his wiles, deteated and r:puls'd, 


And Eden tais'd in the waite will-rnets, 

Thou Spi'tic who ledſt this glorious eremire 
Into the deſart, his victorious field, 
Againſt the ſpiritual toe, and brought'ſt him thence 
By proof th' undoubred Son of God, inſpire, 
As thou art wont, my prompred ſong elſe mute, 
And bear through height or deprh of nature's bounds 
Witl: proſp'rous wing full ſumm'd to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, though in ſecrer done, 
And unrecorded left through many an age, 
Worthy to have not remain' d ſo long unſung. 

Now had the great proclaimer , with a voice 
More awful than the ſound of trumpet, cry'd 
Repentance, and heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand 
To all bapriz'd : ro his great baptiſm flock'd 
With awe the regions round, and with them came, 


from Nazareth, the ſon of Joſeph deem'd, 
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I h | To the flood Jordan, came as then obſcure , $ 
Ad |! þ * Unmark'd , unknown ; but him the Baptiſt ſoon | 
lh £ Deſery'd, divinely warn'd , aud wi:nefs bore 
| * As to his worthier, and would hav. retign'd / 
19 4 | To him his h av'nly office, nor was long , 
| 1 i | His witneſs unconfirm'd: cn him bapriz'd 1 
1 Iieav'n open“, aad in hikeneſs of a dove l 
4+ The $pi'rit deſcended , while the Farher's voice b 

Fl #1 From heav'n jronounc'd him his beloved Son. 1 

| That heard the adverſary , who roving {till [ 

About the world . at that aiſembly fam'd F 

Would not be laſt, and with tne voice divine L 

Nigh thunder-ſtcuck , th' exalted man, to whom K 

Such high arreſt was giv'n, a while ſurvey'd L 

Wi.h wonder, then with envy fraught, aud rage, A 

Flies to his place, nor reſts, but in mid air I 

To council ſummons all his mighty pecrs, g. 

Within thick clouds and dark ten- fold involy'd , H 

A gloomy conſiſtory', and them amidſt In 

Wich looks aghaſt an] ſad he thus beſpake. Pr 

O ancient Vow'rs of air and this wide world , PL 

For much more willingly I mencion air, T. 

This our old conquelt, than remember hell A! 

Our hat d habitation; well ye know | NC 

How many ages, as the years of men, Tl 

This univerte w- have poileſs'd , and rul'd Th 

In manner at our will th' affarrs of catth, Th 

Since Adam an his fac: couſott Eve Ou 

Loſt bara. ſiſe deceiv'd by me, iho'igh fince Un 


Wich dread attending when that fatal wound A} 
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Shall be infli&ed by the ſeed of Eve 
Upon my head: long the decre:s of heav'n 
Delay, for longeit time ro him is short; 
And now too ſoon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have co-npals'd , wherein we | 
Mult bide the ſtroke of that long thtreaten'd wound, 
At leaſt if ſo we can, and by the head 
Broken be not intended all our pow'r 
To be intring'd, our freedom and our being, 
[a this fair empire won of carth and ait: 
For this ill news I bring , the woman's ſeed 
Deſtin'd to this, is late of woman bora ; 
His birch to our juſt feat gave no ſmall cauſe, 
bur his growth now to yourh's full low'r , diſplaying 
All vittue, grace, and wiſdom to atchieve 
Things higlieſt, gteateſt, multiplies my feat. 
B-torc him a great prophet, to proclaim 
His coming, is ſent harbing-r, who all 


Invites, and in the conſectat:zd ſtream 
ptetends to wash off tin, and fit chem ſo 
purif'd to receive him pure, or rather 

To do him honour as th.ir king; all cone, 
And he himſ- IF among them was bapriz'4, 
Not chence to be more pure, but to receive 
Th: tehlimony' of heav'n, that who he is 
Then.ctorth the nations may not doubt; I ſaw 
Th: rophet do him reverence, on him rifiag 
Our of he water, heav'n above th: clouds 
Vatold her cry tal doors, th-nce on his head 
A pertect dove deſcend, whate'cr it meant, 
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And out of heav'n the ſoy'reign voice I heard 
Ihis is my Son beloy'd, in him am pleas'd. 

His mother then is mortal, bur his lire, 

He who obtains the monarchy of heav'n , 

And what will he not do to' advance his Son! 
His firſt-begot we know, and ſore have felt, 
When his herce thunder drove us to tlie deep; 
Who this is we mult leatn, for man he ſeems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpſes of his Farher's glory shine. 

Ye ſee our danger on the utmoſt edge 

Ot hazard, which admits no long debate, 

But muſt with ſomething ſudden be oppos'd, 
Not force, but well couch'd fraud, well woven ſnares, 
Ere in th: head of nations he appear 

Thcir king, their leader, and ſupreme on earth, 
I , when no other durſt, ſole undertook 

The diſmal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam, and th' exploit perform'd 
Succeſsfully; a calmer voyage now 

Will waft me; and the way found proſp'rous once 
Induces beſt to hope of like ſucceſs. 

He ended, and his words impreſſion left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, 
Diſtracted and ſurpriz d with deep diſmay 
At theſe ſad tidings; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or glief: 
Unanimous they al! commit the ca! © 
And management of this main enterprize 
To him their great dictator, whoſe attempt 
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At firſt againſt mankind ſo well had thriv'd 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From hell's dcep-vaulred den to dwell in light, 
Regents and potentates, and kings, yea Gods 
Of many a pleaſant realm and province wide. 
So to the coaſt of Jordan he directs 
His eaſy ſteps , girded with ſnaky wiles, 
Where he might likelieſt find this new-declar'd , 
This man of men, atteſted Son of God, 
Temptation and al! guile on him to try 
Soto ſubvert whom he ſuſpected rais'd 
To end his reign on cacth ſo long enjoy'd 1 
es; Bur contrary unweeting he fulfill'd | 
The purpos'd counſel pre-ordain'd and fix'd 
Of the moſt Ligh', who in full frequence bright 
Of angels, rhus to Gabriel ſmiling ſpake. 
Gabriel, this day by proof thou shalt behold, 
Thou and all angels converſant on earth 
With man or men's affairs , how I begin 
e To verify that ſolemn meſſage late, 
On which 1 ſen thee to the Virgin pure 
In Galilee , that she should bear a ſon 
Grear in renown , and call'd the Son of God 
Then toldſt her, doubting how theſe things could be 
To her a Virgin, that on her should come 
The Holy Ghoſt, and che pow'r of the High'eſt 
O'er shadow her: this man born and now up-grown , 
To shew him worthy of his birth divine 
And high prediction, henceſorch I expoſe 
To Satan; let him tempt and now aſſay 
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His utmoſt ſubtlety, becauſe he boaſts 

And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 
Of his apoſtaſy; he might have learnt 

Leſs overwzening , ſince he fail'd in Job, 
Whoſe conſtant perſeverance overcame 
Wharc'er his cruel malice could invent. 

He now shall know I can produce a man 

Of female ſeed, far abler to reſiſt 

All his ſolicitations, and at length 

All his vaſt force, and drive him back to hell, 
Winning by conqueſt hat the firſt man loſt 
By fallacy ſurpriz'd. Bur firſt I mean 

To exerciſe him in the wilderneſs ; 

There he shall firſt lay down the rudiments 
Of his great wal fare, ere I ſend him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death the two grand foes, 
By humiliation and ſtrong ſuff *rance : 

His weakneſs shall o'ercome Satanic ſtrength, 
And all the world, and maſs of ſinful flesh; 
That all the angels and ztherial pow'rs, 

They now, and men herrafter may diſcern , 
From what conſummate virtue I have choſe 
This perfect man, by metit call'd my Son, 
To earn ſalvation fot the ſons of men. 

So ſpake th? eternal Father, and all heav'n 
Admiring ſtood a ſpace, then into hymns 
Burſt forth, and in celeſtial meaſures moy'd 
| Circling the throne and ſinging, while the hand 
Sung with the voice, and this rhe argument. 

Victory? and triumph to the Son of God 
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Now entring his great duel, not of arms, 
Bur to vanquish by wiſdom h-llish wiles. 
The Father knows the Son; therefore ſecure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd , 
Againſt whare'er may tempt, whare'er ſeduce, 
Allure, or tertifſy, or undermine. 
De fruſtrate all ye ſtratagems of hell, 
And devilish machinations come to nought. 

So they in heav'n their odes and vigils tun'd : 
Mean while the Son of God , who yet ſome days 
Lodg'd in Berhabara where John baptiz'd, 
Muſing and much revolving in his breaſt, 

How beſt rhe mighty work he might begin 

Of Saviour ro mankind, and which way firſt 

publish his Cod-like office now mature, 

One day forth walk'd alone, the Spi'rit leading; 

And his deep thoughts, the better ro converſe 

Wirh ſolicude, till far from track of men, 

Thought following thought, and ſtep by ſtep led on, 
He enter'd now the bord'ring deſart wild, 

And with dark shades and rocks environ'd round, 
His holy meditations thus purſu'd. 

O hat a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken'd in me ſwarm, while I conſider 
What from within I feel myſelf, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 

Ill ſorting with my preſent ſtare compar'd ! 
When I was yet a child,, no childish play 
To me was pleaſing , all my mind was ſer 
Scrious to learn and know , and thence to do 
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148 DARADISE REGAIN'D. 
What might be public good; myſelf I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 
All righreous things: therefore above my years , 
The law of God I read, and found it ſweet , 
Made it my whole delight, and in it gte 

To ſuch perfection , that ere yet my age 

Had meaſur'd twice fix years, at our great feaſt 
I went into the temple, there to hear 

The teachers of our law, and to propoſe 

What might improve my knowledge or their own 
And was admir'd by all: yet this not all 

To which my Spi'tit aſpir'd ; victorious deeds 
Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while 

To reſcue Iſtael from the Roman yoke , 

Then to ſubdue and quell o'er all the eatth 
Btute violence and proud ryrannic pow'r , 

Till truth were freed , and equity teſtoi'd: 

Yer hel ir more human, more heav'nly, firſt 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 
And make perſualion do the work of fear; 

At leaſt ro try, and teach the erring ſoul 

Not wilfully mis-doing , but unware 

Miſled; the ſtubborn only to ſubdue. 


Theſe growing thoughts my mother ſoon perceiving 


By words at times caſt forth,iuly re joyc'd, 
And ſaid to me apart, High are thy thoughts 
O Son, but nourish them and let them ſoar 


To what height ſacred virtue and true worth 


Can raiſe them, though above example high; 
By matchleſs deeds exprels thy matchleſs Sire: 


ng 
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for know, thou att no ſon of mortal man, 
Though men eſtcem: the low of parentage , 
Thy Father is th' eternal King who rules 
All heav'n and earth, angels and ſons of men 
A meſſenger from God foretold thy birth 
Concciv'd in mea Virgin, he foretold 
Thou should'ſt be great, and ſit on David's throne 
And of thy kingdom there should be no end. 
Ar thy nativity a g'orious quire 
Of angels in the fields of Bethlehem ſung 
To sheph-rds watching at their folds by night, 
And told them the Meſſiah now was born, 
Where they might fee him, aud to the they came, 
Directed to the manger where thou lay'ſt, 
kor in the inn was left no better room: 
A ſtar , not ſeen before, in heav'n appearing 
Guided the wiſe men thithet from the caſt, 
To honour thee with incenſe, myrrh, and gold, 
By whoſe bright courſe led on they found the place 
Affirming it thy ſtar new grav'n in heav'n, 
By which they knew the King of Iſracl born. 
Juſt Simeon and propheric Anna, warn'd 
Dy viſion , found thee in the templeꝰ, and ſpake 
Before the altar and the veſted prielt , 
Like things of thee to all that preſent ſtood. 
This having heard, ſttait I again revolv'd 
The law and proph:-ts, ſcarching hat was writ 
Concerning the M-fſiah, to our 1cribes 
Known partly, and ſoon fon! of whom they ſpake 
lam; this chicfly , that my way mult lie 
Gy 
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Through many a hard aſſay ev'n to the death 
Ere I the promis'd kingdom can attain, 

Or work redemption for mankind , whoſe fins 
Full weight muſt be rransferr'd upon my head. 
Yer neither thus dishearren'd or diſmay'd , 

The time ptefix'd I waited , when behold 

The Bapriſt ( of whoſe birth I oft had heard , 
Not knew by fight) now come, who was to come 
Before Meſliah and his way prepare, 

I as all others to his bapriſm came, 

Which I belicv'd was from above ; bur he 

Strait knew me, and wich loudeſt voice proclaim'd 
Me him (for it was shew'n him fo from heav'n) 
Me him whoſe harbinget he was; and firſt 
Refus'd on me his baptiſm ro confer , 

As much his greater , and was hardly won : 

But as I roſe out of che laving ſtream , 

Heav'n open'd her eternal doors, from whence 
The Spirit deſcended on me like a dove, 

And laſt the ſum of all, my Father's voice, 
Audibly heard from heav'n, pronounc'd me his, 
Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 
. He was well pleas'd z by which I knew the time 
Now full, that I no more should live obſcure, 
Bur openly begin, as beſt becomes 
The authority which I deriv'd from heav'n. 
And now by ſome ſtrong motion I am led 
Into this wilderneſs, to hat intent 
I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know 
For what concerns my knowledge God reycals, 
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So ſpake our Morning star, then in his riſe, 
And looking round on ev'ry fide beheld 
A parhle's deſart, dusk with horrid shades 
The way he came not having mark'd , return 
Was difficult, by human ſteps untrod ; 
An he {till on was led, bur with ſuch thoughts 
Accompanied of things paſt and to come 
Lody'd in his breaſt, as well mighr recommend 
Such ſolitude betore choiceſt ſociety, 
Full forty days he paſs'd , whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in shady vale, cach night 
Under the covert of ſome ancient oak, 
Or cedar, to defend him from the dew, 
Or hacbour'd in ſome cave, is not reveal'd 
Nor taſted human food, nor hunger felt 
Till thoſe days ended, hunger'd then at laſt 
Among wild beaſts : they at his ſight grew mild, 
Nor ſleeping him nor waking harm'd; his walk 
The hery ſerpent fled , and noxious worm, 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 
Bur now an aged man in rural weeds , 
Following, as ſeem'd ,, the qu ſt of ſome ſtray ewe, 
Or wither'd ticks to gather, which might ſerve 
Againſt a winter's day when winds blow keen, 
To warm him wer return'd from field at eve, 
He faw approach, who irlt with curious "ye 
Perus'd him, then with wor is thus urr-r'd ſpake. 
Sir, what ill chance hae brought the to this place 
So far from path or roa of men who pals 
In troop or caravan: for ſingle none 
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Durſt ever, who return'd , and dropt not here 


His carcaſs, pin'd with hunger and with drought, 


I ask the rather, and the more admire , 
For that ro me thou ſcem'ſt the man, whom late 
Our new baprizing propher at the ford 
Of Jordan honour'd ſo, and call'd tlice Son 
Of God; I ſaw and heard, for we {oincrimes 
Who duell this wild, gonſtrain'd by want, come forth 
To town or village nigh (nigheſt is tar ) 
Where ought we heat, and curious are to hear 5 
What happens nu; fame alſo finds us out. 
To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither , 
Will bring me hence, no other guide 1 ſeek. 
By miracle he may, reply* the ſwain, 
What other way I ſez not, for we here 
Live on rough roots and [tubs , to thirſt inur'd 
More chan the camel, an4 ro drink go far, 
Men to much mifcry and hard: hip bocn 
Bur if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out of theſe hard ſtones be made rhee bread ; 
So shalt thou ſave thyſelt and us relieve 
With food, whereof we wretched ſeldom taſte. 
He ended, and the Son of God reply'd. 
Think'ſt thou ſuch force in bread? Is it not written 
(For I diſcern ther other than thou ſeem'ſt) 
Man lives not by bread only , but each word 
Proceedivg from the mauth of God, who fed 
Our tathers here with manna? In the mount 
Moſes was forty days, nor eat nar drank 


Aud forty days Elijah without food 
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Wandetr'd this barren waſte, the ſame I now: 
Why doſt thou then ſuggeſt ro me diſtruſt , 
Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art? 


Whom thus anſwer'd th' Arch-Fiend now undiſguis'd. 


"Tis true, I am that Spi'tit unfortunate, 

Who leagu'd with millions more in rash revolt 
Kepr not my happy tation, but was driv'n 
With them from blifs to the bottomleſs deep, 
Vet to that hideous place not ſo coatn'd. 

By rigour unconniving , but that oft 

Leaving my dolorous priſon I enjoy 

Large l:berry to round this globe of earth, 

Or range in th” air, nor from the heav'n of heay*ns 
Hath he excluded my tet ort ſometimes, 

I came among the ſons of Cod, when he 

Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job 

To prove him, and illuſtrate his high worth ; 
And when to all his angels he propos'd 

To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 

That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring , 
I undertook that office, and the rongu:s 

Of all his flatt'ting prophers glibb'd with lies 
To his deſtruction, as I had in charge, 

For hat he bids I do; though I have loſt 

Much luftre of my native brightneſs, loſt 

To be belov'd of God, I have nor loſt 

To love, at leaſt conremplare and admire 

What I ſec excellent in good, or fair, 

Or virtuous, I should ſo have loſt all ſenſe, 
What can be then leſs in me than deſire 
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54 PARADISE REGAIND. 
To ſee thee and approach thee , whom I know 
Declar'd the Son of God, to hear attent 
Thy wiſdom , and behold thy God-like deeds? 
Men generally think me much a foe 
To all mankind : why should I? they to me 
Never did wrong or violence, by them 

loſt not what I loſt, rather by them 
I zain'd what I have gain'd, and with them dwell 
Copartner in theſe regions of the world, 
If not diſpoſet; lend them oft my aid, 
Oft my advice bv preſages and ſigns, 
And anſwers, oracles, portents and dreams, 
Whereby they may ditect their furure life, 
Envy, they tay, excites me, thus to gain 
Companions of my miſery and woe, 
At firſt it may be; bur long ſince with woe 
Never acquainted , now I feel by proof, 
Thar fel'owship in pain divides nor ſmatt, 
Nor lightens ought each man's peculiar load. 
Small conſolation then, were man adjoin'd : 
This wounds me molt (hat can it leſs?}rhat man, 
Man fall'n shall be reſtor' d, 1 never more. 

To whom our Saviour lternly thus reply'd. 
Deſervedly thou griev'ſt, compos'd of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end 


Who boaſt'ſt releaſe from hell, and leave to come 
Into the heav'n of heav'ns thou com'ſt indeed, 
As a poor miſerable captive thrall 

Comes to the piace where he before had ſar 
Among the prime in ſplendor , gow depos'd, 
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Ejected, emptied, gaz'd, unpitied , shunn'd, 
A ſpectacle of ruin ot of ſcorn 
To all the hoſt of heav'n : the happy place 
Imparts to thee no happineſs, no joy, 
Rather inflames thy totment, repreſenting 
Loſt bliſs, ro thee no more communicable , 
So never more in hell than when in heav'n. 
But thou art ſerviceable ro heav'n's King. 
Wilt thou impure to' obedience hat thy fear 
Extotts, or pleaſure to do ill excites? 
What bur thy malice movꝰd thee to miſſeem 
Of rightcous Job, then cruelly to? afflict him 
With all ind ictions? but his patience won. 
The other ſervice was thy choſen task, 
To be a liar in four hundred mouths , 
For lying is thy ſuſtenance , thy food. 
Yet thou prerend'ſt to truth; all otacles 
by thee are giv'n , and what confeſs'd more true 
Among the nations? that hath been thy craft, 
By mixing ſom-whar true to vent more lies. 
Bur what have been thy anſwers, what but dark, 
Ambiguous and with double ſenſe deluding , 
Which they who ask'd have ſeldom underſtood , 
And not well underſtood as good not known ? 
Who ever by conſulting at thy shrine 
Return'd the wiſer, or the more inſtruct 
To fly or follow what concern'4 him moſt, 
And run not ſooner to his fatal ſnare? 
For God had juſtly giv'n the nations up 
To thy deluſions; juſtly, ſince they fell 
Vol. II. 
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Idolatrous: but when his purpoſe is 

Among them to declate his providence 

To thee not known , whence haſt thou then thy truth, 
Bur from him or his angels prefidenr 

In ev'ry province ? who themſelves diſdaining 
To? approach thy temples , give thee in command 
What to the ſmalleſt tittle thou $halrt ſay 

To thy adorers; thou with trembling fear, 

Or like a fawning paraſite obey'lt ; 

Then to thyſelf alcrib'ſt the truth foretold. 

But chis thy glory shall be ſoon retrench'd ; 

No mor: shalt thou by oracling abuſe 

The Gentil:s; henceforth oracles ate ceas'd, 
And thou no more with pomp and ſacrifice 
Shalt be enquit'd at Delphos or elſewhere, 

At leaſt in vain, fot they shall find thee mute. 
God hath now ſeur his living oracle 

Into the world to teach his final will, 

And ſends his Spi'rir of truth hence forth to dwell 
In pions hearts, an inward oracle 

To all truth requiſite for men to know, 

So ſpak- our Saviour; but the ſubtle Fiend , 
Though in!y ſtung with anger and diſdain , 
Diſſembled, and this anſwer ſmooth return'd. 

_ Sharply thou haſt inſiſted on rebuke, 

And urg'd m hard with doings, which not will 
Bur miſery hath wreſted from me; where 

Eaſily canſt chou find one miſcrable , 

And not enforc'd oft- times to part from truth; 
If it may ſtand him more in ſtead to lie, 
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day and unſay, feign, flatter, or abjure ? | 
Bur thou arr plac'd above me, thou art lotd; 
From thee I can and mult ſubmits endure 
Check or reproof , and glad to ſcape ſo quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk, 
smooth on the tongue diſcours'd , plcaling to th'earg 
And tuncable as lilvan pipe or ſong z 
What wonder then it I delight to hear 
Her dictates from thy mouth ? moſt men admire 
Virtue , who tollow not her lore : permir me 
To heat thee when I come ( fince no man comes 
And talk at leaſt , rho' I deſpair to' attain. 
Thy Father, who is holy, wiſe and pute, 
Suftcrs rhe hypocrite or atheous ptieſt 
To tread his ſacred courts, and miniſtet 
About his altar, handling holy things, 
Praying or vowirg , and vouchſaf'd his voice 
To Balaam reprobare , a propher yer 
Inſpir'd ; diſdain nor ſuch acceſs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unalter'd brow. 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy ſcope, 
I bid not or forbid ; do as thou find'ſt £8 
Permiſſion from above; thou can'ſt not more, | 

He added not; and Satan bowing low 
His gray diſſimulation, diſappcar'd 
Into thin air diffus'd : for now began | 
Night with her ſullen wings to double shade | 
The deſart; fowls in their clay neſts were couch'd; 
And now wild bealts came forth the woods to roam. 1 * 

The end of the fir/t book. 
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M E AN while the new-bapriz'd, who yet remain'd 
at Jordan with the Baptiſt, aud had ſeen 

Him whom they heard ſo late expresſly call'd 
Jeſus Meſſiah Son of God declar'd, 

And on that high authority had believ'd , 

And with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd, I mean 
Andrew and Simon , famous after known , 

Wich others though in holy writ not nam'd, 

Now miſſing him their joy ſo lately found, 

So lately found, and ſo abruptly gone, 

B. gan to doubt, and doubred many days, 

And as the days increas'd, increas'd their doubt: 
sometimes they thought he might be only shown, 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 

Moſes was in the mount, and miſſing long; 

And the great Thisbite, who on fiery wheels 

Rode up to heav'n, yet once again to come. 
Therefore as thoſe young prophets then with care 
sought loſt Elijah, ſo in each place theſe 

Nigh to Bethabara in Jerico, 

The city* of palms, Anon, and Salem old, 
Macherus and each town or city wall'd 

On this fide the broad lake Genezarer , 
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160 PARADISE REGAIN'D, 
Or in Perea; bur rerurn'd in vain, 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creck, 


Where winds with reeds and ofiers whiſp'ring play, 


Plain hshermen , no greater men them call, 
Cloſe in a cottage low together got, 


Their unexpected loſs and plaints out breath'd, 


Alas, from hat high hope to whar rclapſe 


_ Unlook'd for are we fall'n! our eyes beheld 


Meſſiah certainly now come, ſo long 
Expected of our fathers; we have heard 


His words, his wiſdom full of grace and truth: 


Now, now, for ſure, deliv'rance is at hand, 
The king lom shall ro Iſrael be reſtor'd : 
Thus we teſoic'd, bur ſoon our joy is turn'd 
Into perplexity and new amaze : 

For whither is he gone, whar accident 

Hath tapt him from us? will he now retire 
After appearance, and again prolong 

Our expectation? God of Iſtael, 


Send thy Meiliah forth, the time is come; 


Behold the kings of th' earth how they oppreſs 


Thy choſen , to what height their pow'r unjuſt 
They have exalted , and behind them caſt 

All fear of thee; ariſe and vindicate 

Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke . 
But let us wait; thus far he bath perfotm'd, 
Sent his Anointed, and ro us reveal'd him I 
By his great prophet, pointed at and shown 
In public, and wich him we have convers'd 
Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 
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Boorx II. 
Lay on his providence, he will not fail 
Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, 
Mock us with his blett ſight, then ſnatch him hence; 


Soon we shall ſce our hope, our joy return. 
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Thus they out of theit plaints new hope reſume 
To find whom at the firſt they found unſought : 
Buc to his mother Mary, when she ſaw 
Others return'd from bapriſm , nor her ſon, 

Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him non? ; 

Within her brealt, though calm, her breaſt, though pure, 
Motherly cares and feats got h-a4, and rais'd 

dome troubled thoughts, which she in ſighs thus clad, 

O what avails me now chat honour high 
To have concciv'd of Cod, or tliat ſalute: 

Hail highly tavour'd , among women bleſt! 
While I to ſorrows am no leſs atvanc'd, 

And fears as eminent, above tlie lor 

Of other women, by the birth I bore, 

lu ſuch a ſeaſon boru when ſcarce a shed 
Could be obtain'd to shelter him or me 

from the bleak air; a ſtable was our warmth , 
A manger his; yet ſoon cntorc'd ro fly 
Thence into Egypt, till che murd'rous king 
Were dead, who fought his life, and miiſing ld 
With infant blood tlie ſtreets of Bethlehem; 
From ! gypt home return'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years; his life 
private, unactive, calm, contemplative , 
Little ſuſpicious to any king; but now 


Full grown co man, acknowledg'd, as I hear, 


162 PARADISEREGAIND. 
By John the Bapriſt , and in public shown , 
Son own'd from heaven by his Father's voice 
1 look'd for ſome great change, to honour? no, 
Bur trouble, as od Simeon plain fotetold, 
That to the fall and riiing he should be 

Of many in Iſra-l, and to a ſign 

Spoken againſt, that through my very ſoul 

A ſword shall pierce, this is my favour'd lot, 
My exaltation to afflictivns high; 

Afflicted I may be, it ſ.cms, and bleſt; 

I will not argue that, not will repine. 

But where delays he now? ſome great intent 


Conceals him: when twelve years he ſcarce had ſeen, 


I loſt him, but ſo found, as well I ſaw 

He could nor loſe himſelf; but went about 

His Fath -r's buſiueſs; what he meant 1 mus'd, 

Since underſtand; much more his abſ.nce now 

Thus long to ſome great purpoſe: he obicures. 

But I ro wait with patience am inur'd ; | 

My heart hath been a ſtore-houſe long of things 

And (ay lings laid up, portending ſtrang? events. 
Thus Mary pond'rirg oft, and oft to mind 

Recaliing what rematkibly had paſs'd 

Since firtt hi ſalutation heard, w:th thoughts 

Mcek!ly compo d await:d the fulfilling: 

Th. while her fon ttacing the deſast wild, 

Sole but with holieſt meditations fed, 

Into hiniſelf de ſcen led, and ar once 

All his great work to come beſote him fer; 

How to begin, how to accomplish beſt 
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His end of being on earth, and million high: 
or Satan wi h (ly preface to t turn 
Had left him vacant, and with ſpeed was gone 
Up to th middle region of chi K air, 
Wh. re al: his pot ntates in council ſat; 
There without ſign of boaſt, ot ſign of joy 
Solicicous and blank he thus began. 

Princes, heav'n's ancient ſons, æthereal thrones, 
Demo nian Spirits now, from th' element 
Each of his teign allotted, rightlicr call'd, 
Pow'rs of fire, ait, water, and earth beneath, 
do may we hol i our p'acc and theſe mild ſeats 
Without new trouble; ſuch an enemy 
Is tiſen to inva le us, who no leſs 
Threat ns than our expulũon down to hell; 
I, as I uudertook, and with the vote 
conſenting in tull frequence was impower'd , 
Have found him, view d him, taſted him, but find 
Far other labo'ir to be undergone 
Than when I dealt with Adain firſt of men, 
Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell, 
However to this man inferior far, 
If ne be man by mother's fide at l-aſt g 
With mor? than human pif-s rom heav'n adorn'd, 
Pericctions abſolute, graces dine, 
And ariphiiude of mind to great ſt deeds, 
Th:r:jor- I am return'd,, 1:ſt confidence 
Of y ſucceſs with Eve in Paraiiic 


Deceive ye to p.rtlvation over-{ure 
Of like Luccecding hate, I ſummon all 


164 PARADISE REGAIN'D, 
Rather to be in readineſs, with hand 
Or counſel to allitt; leſt 1 who erſt 


Thought none my equal, now be over-match'd. 
So ſpake th' old ſerpent doubting, and from all 


Iich clamour was allur'd their utmoſt aid 


At his command; when from amillt chm roſe 


Belial, the diſſoluteſt Spi'cit that fell, 
The ſenſualleſt, and, atter Aſmodai, 
The fleshlieſt Incubus, and thus advis'd. 

det woman in his eye, aud in his walk, 
Among daughters of men the faireſt found; 
Many ate in cach region patling fait 
As the noon sky, more like to Goddeſſes 
Than mortal creatures , grace ful and diſcreet, 
Expert in am'rous arts, enchanting tongues 
Perſuaſive, virgin majelty with mild 
An | ſweer allay'd, yet terrible ro' approach, 
Skill d to retir2, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them tangl'd in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the pow'r to ſotr'n and tame 
Sevetreſt tempet, ſmooth the rugged'ſt brow , 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope diſſolve, 
Draw out with credulous deſire, and lead 
At will che manlicit, tefoluteſt breaſt, 
As the magnetic hardeſt iron draws. 


Women, when nothing elſe, beguil'd the heart 


Ot wiſeſt Solomon , and made him build, 

An made him bow to the Gods of his wives. 
To whom quick anſwer Satan thus return'd, 

B-lial , in much uneven ſcale thou weigh'ſt 
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Al others by thyſelf; becauſe of old 
Thou thyſelf doat'dit on womankind, admiring 
Their hape, their colour , aud attractive grace, 
None ate, thou think'ſt, but taken with ſuch toys. 
Before the flood thou with thy luſty crew, 
falle titled ſons of Cod, roaming che earth 
Caſt wanton cyes on the daughters of men, 
an! coupled with them, and begor a race. 
Have we not ſeen, or by relation heard, 
[a courts and regal chambers how thou lurk”, 
In wood or grove by molly fountain fide, 
la valley or green mea:low , to way-lay 
dome beauty tate, Caliſto, Clymene, 
Daphne, or Semele, Autiopa, 
Or Amymon2, Syrinx, many more 
Too long, then lay'ſt thy ſcapes on names ador'd, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter ot Pan, | 
Satyr, or Faun, or Silvan? Bur cheſe haunts 
Delight not all; among the ſons of men, 
How many have with a ſmile made ſmall account 
Of beauty and her lurcs, cafily ſcorn” 
All her aſſaults, on worthier things intent? 

Kemember that Pellcan conquzror, 
A yourh , how all the beauties of the caſt 
lle flight'y view'd, and lightly overpaſy'd; 
How he ſirnam'd of Africa diſmiſs'd 
ln his prime youth the fair Iberian maid. 
For Solomon, he liv'd at eaſe, and full 
Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyon.: 
Higher deſigu than to enjoy his [tate ; 
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16, PARADISE REGAIND, 

nere to the bait of women lay expos'd. 

Bit he whom we attempt is wiſer far 

Ilhan Solomon, of more exalted mind; 

Made and ſet wholly on th' accomplishmenr 
Or greateſt things; what woman will you find, 
2 hough of this age the wonder and the fame, 
On whom his lciſure will vouchſafe an eye 
Or fond deſire! or should she confident, 
as lit: ing queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 
Deſcend with all her winning charms begirr 
To? enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that eftc& on Jove , ſo fables tell; 
How would one look from his majeſtic brow, 
Sv ated as on the top of virtue's hill, 
Diſcount'nance her deſpis'd, and pur to rout 
All her array; her female pride deje&, 

Cr turn to rev'rent awe? for beauty ſtands 
In th? admitation only of weak minds 
Led captive; ceaſe ro' admire, and all her plumes 
Fall flat and shrink into a trivial toy, 

At ev'ry ſudden lighting quite abash'd : 
Therefore with manlier objects we muſt try 
His conſtancy , with ſuch as have more show 
Of worth, of honour, glory”, and popular praiſe; 
Rocks whereon greateſt men have often wreck'd 
Or that which only ſeems to ſatisfy 
I. au ful defires of nature, not beyond; 

And now I know he hungers where no food 
s to be found, in the wide wilderneſs ; 

The ret commit to me, I shall ler paſs 
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No' advantage, and his ſtrongth as oft aſſay. 

He ccas'd, and h-ard their grant in loud acclaim : 
Then forthwich to him rakes a choſen baud 
of ſpirits likeſt ro himſelf in guile, 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear, 
If cauſe were to unfold ſome active ſcene 
of various perſons, each ro know his part; 
Then to the deſart takes with cheſe his flight; 
vnere {ti'l from cha le to shade the Son of God 
after forty days faſting had remain'd , 
Now hungring firſt, and to himſelf chus ſaid. 

Where will this end? four times ten days I've paſs d 
Vand'ting this woody maze, and human food 
Nor taſted , nor had appetite; that faſt 
To virtue [ impure not, ot count part 
Of what I ſuffer here; if nature need nor, 

Or God ſupport nature without repaſt 

Though needing, what praiſe is it to endure? 

Bur now I feel I hunger, which declares 

Nature hath need of whar $he asks; yer God 
an ſatisfy that need ſome other way, 

Though hunger ſtill remain: ſo it remain 
Vithour this body's waſting, I content me, 

nd from the ſting of famine fear no harm, 

Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
ehungring more to do my Father's will. 

t was the hour of night, when thus the Son 
ommun'd in ſilent walk, then laid him down 
ader the hoſpitable covert nigh 
I: trees thick interwoven there he ſlept, 
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ul dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream, 


ha 
k 1 5:4 
Of meats and drinks, nature's refreshment (weer; * 
Him thought, he by the brook of Chetith ſtood 
: ARC 
And ſaw the ravens with their horny beaks Ns 
1 


Food to Elijah bringing ev'n aud morn, wt 
1 
Though tav' nous, taught abſtain from hat they bio 


He ſaw the prophet allo how he fle.l E 
Into the deſart, and how there he ſlapt and 
Under a juniper z then how awak'd, * 
He found his ſupper on the coals prepar'd , "op 
And by the angel was bid riſe and ear, 0 
And eat the ſecond time after repoſe, | of al 
The ſtrength whereof ſufficd him for: y days, "i 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook , as (tc 
Or as a gueſt with Daniel at his pulſe, The 
Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark Our 
Left his ground-neſt, high row'ring to deſcry 3 
The morn's approach , and greet her with his ſong; i 
As lightly from his graſſy couch up roſe ITY 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, "Ry 
Faſting he went to ſleep, and faſting wak'd, Taice 
Up to a hill anou his ſteps he rear'd ; or the 
From whoſ: high top to ken the proſpect round, Forty : 
If cottage were in view, sheep-core or herd; 0 
Bur cottage, herd, or sheep-core none he ſaw, They a 
Only? in a bottom ſaw a pleaſant grove, 1 
With chaunt of tunetul birds reſounding loud; Tell m. 
Thither he bent his way, determin'd there Would 
To reſt at noon, and enter'd ſoon th hade The gin 


Hig! -rooft, and walks beneath, and alleys brow1, MCauſe t 


Book 1h 169 
That open'd in the midſt a woody ſcene; 
Nature's own work it ſcem'd ( nature taught art) 
and to a ſuperſtitious eye the haunt 
ot wood. Gods and wood-Nymphs; he view'd it round, 
When ſuddenly a man before him ſtood, 
Not ruſtic as before, but ſeemlier clad , 
ks one in city”, or court, or palace bred, 
and with fair ſpeech theſe words to him addreſs'd. 
With granted leave oſſicious I return, 
zut much more wonder that the Son of God 
in this wild ſolitude ſo long should bide 
of all things deſtitute, and well I know, 
Not without hunger. Others of ſome note, 
ks ſtory tells, have tro this wilderneſs; 
The fugitive bond-wornan with ner fon 
On-caſt Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a providing angel; al! the race 
Of Iſraet here had famish'd, had not Gol 
Rain'd from heav'n mann; and that prophet bold 
Native of Th-bes wand'ring here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat; 
Of thee theſe forty days none hath regard, 
forty and more deſerred here indeed. 

To whom thus Jeſus, What conclud'ſt thou hence? 
They all had nee I, I, as thou ſeeſt, have none. 
How haſt thou hunger then? Satan reply'd. 

Tell me if food were now before thee (er . 
Would'ſt thou not cat? Thereafter as I liks 
The giver , anſwer'd Jeſus. Why Should that 


„aufe thy refuſal? ſaid rhe ſubtle Tint, 
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190 PARADISE REGATN'D 
Haſt thou not right to all created things 
Owe not all creatures by juſt right to thee 
Duty and ſervice, not to ſtay till bid, 
Bur tender all their pow'r? nor mention T 
Mears by the law unclean, or oer d Hrſt 
To idols, thoſe young Daniel could refuſe ; 
Nor proffer'd by an enemy , though who 
Would ſcruple that, with want oppreſs'd? Behold 
Nature asham'd , or bettet ro expreſs, 
Troubled that thou should'ſt hunger, hath pury:y 
From all the elements her choiceſt ftore 
To treat thee as beſeems, and as her Lord 
With honour, only deign to fit and car. 

He ſpake no dream, for as his words had end, 
Our Saviour lifting up his eycs beheld 
In ample ſpace under the broadeſt shade 
A table richly ſpread , in regal mode, 
With dishes pil'd, and meats of nobleſt ſott 
And ſavour, beaſts of chaſe, or foul of game , 
In paſtry-built, or from rhe ſpit, or boi.'d, 
Gris-amber-ſtzam'd ; all fish from ſæa or shore , 
Freshet, or purling brook , of shell or fin, 
And exquiſiteſt name, for which was drai:.'d 
Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Atric coaſt. 
Alas how ſimple, to theſe car.s compar'd , 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve? 
And at a ſtately fide board by the wine 
Thar fragrant ſmell diſtus'd, in order [too 
Tall ſtripling yourhs rich clad , of fairer hu: 


Than Ganymed or Hylas; diſtant mores 
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vader the trees now tripp'd , now ſolemn ſtood 
Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 
wich fruits and flow'rs from Amalthea's horn, 
And ladies of th' Heſpetides, that ſeem'd 
Firer than feign'd of old, or fabled ſince 
of fairy damſels mer in foreſt wide 
dy knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

Lancelor, or Pelleas, or Pellenore 

and all the while harmonious airs were heard 

of chiming ſtrings, or charming pipes, and winds 
Of gentleſt gale Arabian odours fann'd 

from their ſoft wings, and Flora's eatlieſt ſmells. 
uch was the ſplendor, and the Temprer now _ 
His invitation earneſtly renew'd. 

Whar doubts the Son of God to fit and eat? 
Theſe ate not fruits forbidden; no interdid 
Defends the touching of theſe viands pure; 

Their taſte no knowledge works at leaſt of evil, 

bur life preſerves, deſtroys life's enemy, 

Hunger, with ſweer reſtorative delight. 

Al theſe are ſpi'rits of air , and woods, and ſprings, 
Tiy gentle miniſters, who come ro pay 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord : 
Whar doubt'ſt thou Son of God? fir down and eat. 

To whom thus Jeſus remp”'rarely reply'd. 
$a. {t thou not that to all things I had right? 

Ant who withholds my pow'r that right to uſe? 
all I receive by gift what of my own, 
Wien and where likes me beſt, I can command? 
can at will, doubt not, as ſoon as thou, 
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172 PARADISE REGAIND, 
Command a table in this wilderneſs, 

And call ſwift flights of angels miniitrant 
Array'd in glory on my cup to” attend: 
Why shouldſt thou then obtrude this diligence , 

In vain, where no acceptance ir can find ? 

And with my hunger what haſt thou to do? 

Thy pompous d-licacies I contemn , 

And count thy ſpecious gifts no gifts bur guiles. 

10 whom thus anſwer'd Satan malecontent. 
That I have alſo pow'r to give thou ſeeſt, 

If of that pow'r I bring thee yo!untary 

What I might have beitow'd on whom I pleas'd, 
And rather opporrunely in this place 

Clioſ: to impart to thy apparent nee, 

Wuy houldſt thou not accept it? but 1 ſee 
What I can do or offer is ſuſpect 

Of theſe things others quickly will diſpoſe, 
Whoſe pains have earn'd the far fet ſpoil. With t!.at 
Both table and proviſion vanish'd quite 

With ſound of Harpies wings, and talons heard; 
Only ch' imporrune Temprer (till remain'd , 

And with th:ſe words his temptation pur ſu'd. 

By hunger, that each other creature tames, 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not moy'd; 
Thy temperance invincible betides, 

Fot no allurement yields to appetite, 

And all thy heart is ſer on high deſigns, 

High actions; but u herewith to be atchiey'd 2 
Creat acts require great means ot enterpriſe : 
Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 
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A carpent-r thy father known, thyſelf .4 
Bred up in poverty and ſtraits at home; | 
Loſt in a deſart here and hunger-bit: 
Which. way or from what hope doſt thou aſpire 
To grearne(s? whence authority deriv”{t? 
What tollow'rs, what retinue canſt rhou gain, 
Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 
Longer than thou canſt f-ed them on thy coſt? 
Money brings honour, friends, conqueſt, and realins; 
What rais'd Antipater the Edomire , 
And his ſon Hero! plac'.l on Juda's throne, 
( Thy throne ) but gold that got him puiſſant friends? 
Therefore, if ar great things thou uould'ſt arrive, 
Get tich's fiſt, ger wealth, and treaſure heap; 
Nor diFculr, if thou hearken to me, 
Riches arc mine, fortune is in my hand; 
They whom I favour thrive in wealth amain, 
While virtue, valour, wiſdom fit in want. 

To whom thus Jeſus pariently reply'd. 
Yer wealth without theſe three is impotent 
To gain dominion , or to keep it gain'd. 
Wirneſs thoſe ancient empires of the earth, 
In height of all their flowing wealth diſſolv'd: 
But men endu'd with theſe, have oft attain'd 
In loweſt poverty to higheſt deeds; 
Gidcon and Japhtha, and the shepherd lad, | 
Whoſe offspring on the throne of Judah ſac 
So many ages, and shall yer regain 
Thar ſeat, and reign in Iſrael without end, 
Among the heathen , (for throughout the world 
HY 
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To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy' of memorial) canſt thou not remember 
Quintius, Fabricius, Curius , Regulus? 

For I eſteem thoſe names of men ſo poor, 

Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches though offer'd from the hand of kings. 
And whar in me ſeems wanting, bur that I 

May allo in this poverty as ſoon 

Accomplish what they did, pethaps and more? 
Extol not riches then, the toil of fools, 

The wiſe man's cumbrance, if not ſnare, more apt 
To ſlacken virtue, and abate her edge, 

Than prompr her to do ought may merit praiſe. 
What if with like averſion I reject 

Rich:s and realms; yet not for that a crown, 

Col den in show, is but a wreath of thorns, 

Brings dangers , troubles, cares, and ſleepleſs nights 
To him who wears the regal diadem , 

When on his shoulders each man's burden lies ; 
For thercin ſtands the oſtice of a king, 

His honour , virtue, merit and chief praiſe , 

That for the public all this weight he bears. 

Yet he who reigns within himſelf, and rules 


Paſſions , deſires, and fears, is more a king; 


Which ev'ry wiſe and virtuous man attains : 
And who attains not, ill aſpires to rule 
Cities of men, or head-ſtrong multitudes , 
Subject himſelf ro anarchy within, 

Or lawleſs paſſions in him which he ſerves, 
But to guide nations in the way of truth 
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By ſaving doctrine; and from error lead 
To know , and knowing worship God aright , 
Is yet mote kingly ; this attracts the ſoul , 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part; 
Thar other o'er the body only reigns, 

And oft by force, which to a gen'rous mind 
So reigning can be no ſincere delight. 

Beſides to give a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobl:r done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous , than to aſſume. 
Riches are needleſs then, both for themſelves , 
And for thy reaſon why they should be ſought , 
To gain a ſcepter, ofteſt bettet miſs'd. 


The end of che ſecond book, 
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BOOK 111. 


Yo ſpake the Son of God, and Saran ſtood 

A while as mute, confounded what to ſay , 
What to reply , confuted and convinc'd 

Of his weak arguing , and fallacious drift; 

At length collecting all his ſerpent wiles, 

With ſoothing words tenew'd, him thus accoſts. 
I ſee thou know'ſt what is of uſe to know, 
What belt ro ſay canſt ſay, to do canſt do; 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 

To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 
Contains of good, wiſe, juſt, the perfect shape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth conſult , 
Thy counſel would be as the oracle 

Urim and Thummim , thoſe oraculous gems 

On Aaron's breaſt; or rongue of ſcers old 
Infallible; or wert thou ſoughr to deeds 

That might require th' array of war, thy skill 
Of conduct would be ſuch, that all the world 
Could nor ſuſtain thy proweſs , or ſubſiſt 

In bairel , though againſt thy few in arms. 
Theſe god-like virtues wherefore doſt thou hide, 
Affecting private life, or more obſcure 

In ſavage wilderneſs? wherefore deprive 
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All earth her wonder at thy acts, thyſelf 

The fame and glory, gloty the reward 

That ſole excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of moſt erected ſpi' tits, moſt remper'd pute 
Etherial, who all pleaſures elſe deſpiſe, 

All treaſures and all gain eſtrem as droſs, 

And dignities and pow'rs all but the higleſt 2 
Thy years are ripe , and over-ripe ; the ſon 

Of Macedonian Philip had ere theſe 

Won Aſia, and the throne of Cyrus held 

At his diſpoſe ; young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride; young Pompey quell'd 
The Ponric king , and in triumph had rode. 
Yer years, and to ripe years judgment marure , 
Quench nor the thirſt of glory , but augment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires, 
The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd 
Wich glory, wept that he had liv'd ſo long 
Inglorious: but thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply'd. 
Thou neither doſt perſuade me ro ſeek wealth 
For empire's ſake , nor empire to affect 
For glory's ſake , by all thy argument. 

For hat is glory but the blaze of fame, 

The peoples praiſe, if always praiſe unmix'd? 
And what the prople but a herd confus'd , 

A miſcellan2ous rabble , who exrol 


Thiags vulgar, and well weigh'd, ſcarce worth the praiſe? 
They praiſe , and they admire , they know not what, 
And know not whom, bur as one leads the other; 
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And what delight to be by ſuch exroll'd ; 
To live upon their rongues and be thcir talk, 
Ot whom to be diſprais'd were no (mall pri:-? 
His lot who dates be ſingularly good, 
Th' intelligent among them and the wiſe 
Are few, and glory ſcarce of few is rais'd. 
This is true glory and renown, when God 
Looking on th' earth, with approbation marks 
The juſt man, and divulges him through heaven 
To all his angels, who with true applauſe 
Recount his praiſes; thus he did to Job, 
When to extend his fame, through heay'n and earth , 
As thou to thy reproach may'ſt well remember , 
He ask'd thee , Haſt thou ſeen my ſetvant Job? 
Famous he was in heav'n, on earth leſs ki:ow! ; 
Where glory is falſe glory”, attributed 
To things nor glorious, men nor worthy” of fame. 
They ert who count it glorious to ſubdue 
By conqueſt far and wide, to over- run 
Large countries, and in field great barrels win , 
Great cities by aſſault: what do theſe worthics , 
Bur rob and ſpoil, burn, flaughrer, and cnflaye 
Peaceable nations, neighb”ring , or remote, 
Made captive, yet deſcrving freedom more 
Than thoſe their conquerors, who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin whereſoe'er they rove , 
And all the flourishing works of peace deſtroy, 
Then ſwell with pride, and muſt be titled Gods , 
Great benefactors of mankind , deliv'rers, 
Worship'd with temple , prictt and ſactific:; 
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One is the ſon of Jove, of Mars the other, 

Till conqu'ror death diſcover them ſcarce men , 
Rolling in brutish vices, and deform'd, 
Violent or shameful death their due reward. 

Bur if there be in glory ought of good, 

It may by means far diff rent be attain'd 
Without ambition, war, or violence, 

By decds of peace, by wiſdom eminent, 

By patience, temperance ; I mention {till 

Him whom thy wrongs with ſaintly patience born , 
Made famous in a land and times obſcure; 

W ho names not now with hunour patient Job? 
Poor Socrates ( who next more memorable? ) 

By v hat he taught and ſuffer'd for ſo doing, 

For truth's ſake ſui *ring death unjuſt, lives now 
Equal in tame to proudelt conquerors. 

vet if for fame and glory ought be done, 

Oughr ſuff-r*d ; if young African for fame 

His waſted country freed from Punic rage, 

The deed becomes unprais'd , the man at leaſt, 
And loſes, though bur verbal, his reward. 

Shall I ſeek glory then, as vain men ſeek , 

Oft nor deſerv*'d ? I ſeck nor mine, bur his 

Who ſent me', and thereby witneſs whence 1 am. 
To whom the Temprer murn''ting thus reply'd. 


Think nor ſo ſlight of glory; therein leaſt 
Reſembling thy great Father: he ſeeks glory, 
And for his glory all chings made, all things 
Orders and governs, not content in heav'n 
By all his angels glorify'd, requires 
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Glorv from men, from all men good or bad, 
Wiſe or unwiſe, no dift 'rence, no' exemption; 
Above all ſacrifice, or hallow'd gift 
Glory” he requires, and glory he receives 
Promiſcuous from all nations, Jew, or Greck 
Or barb'rous, nor exception hath declar'd 
From us his focs pronounc'd glory” he exacts. 

To whom our Saviour fervently reply'd. 
And reaſon; fince his word all things produc'd , 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, 
But to show forth his goodneſs, and imparr 
His good communicabl- ro ev'ry ſoul 
Freely; of whom hat could he leſs expect 
Than glory' and benedittion, that is thanks, 
The ſligliteſt, eaſieſt, readieſt reco;rp:nce 
From them who could return him nothing ciſ2: , 
And nor returning hat would lik:li-{t render 
Contempt inſtead , dizhonour , obloquy? 
Hard recompence, unſuirable return 
For ſo much good, ſo much bencſicence. 
Bur why should man ſeck glory ? who? of his own 
Hath nothing, and ro whom norhing belongs 
But condemnarion , ignominy', and shame. 
Who for ſo many benefits teceiv'd 
Turn'd r:creant to God, ingrate and falſe, 
And fo of all true good himſelf deſpoil'd, 
Yet, ſacrilegious, to himſelf would take 
That which to God alone of right belongs; 
Yer ſo much bounty is in God, ſuch grace, 
That who advance his glory, not their own, 
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Them he himſelf to glory will advance. 

So ſpake the Son of God and here again 
Satan had not to anſwer , but ſtood ſtruck 
Wich guilt of his own fin, for he himſelf 
Inſatiable of glory had loſt all, 

Vet of another plea bethought him ſoon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, ſaid he, ſo deem, 
Worth or not worth their ſeeking , let it pals : 
Bur to a kingdom thou att born, ordain'd 
To fit upon thy father David's throne ; 

By mother's {ide thy father ; though thy right 
Be now in pow'rful hands, that will not part 
Eaſily from poſſeſſion won with arms. 
Judza now aud all the promis'd land , 
Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke, 
Obeys Tiberius; nor is always rul'd 
Wich temp' rate ſway; oft have they violated 
The temple, oft the law with faul affronts, 
Abominations rather, as did once 
Antiochus: and think'ſt thou to regain 
Thy right by ſitting ſtill or thus r-ciring ? 
so did not Maccabeus : he indeed 
Retir'd into the deſart, but wich arms 
And o'er a mighty king ſo oft prevail'd 
That by ſtrong hand h's family obraia'd , 
Tho' prizſts, the crown, and David's throne uſurp'd , 
Wich Modin and her ſubutbs once content. 
If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
And duty; zeal and duty are not ſlow; 
But on occalicn's forelock watchful wait: 
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They themſelves rather are occaſion beſt , 
Zeal of thy Father's houſe, duty to free 
Thy country from her heathen ſervitude 3 
So shalt thou beſt fulfil, beſt verify 
The prophets old, who ſung thy endleſs reign, 
The happier reign the ſooner it begins; 
Reign then; what canſt thou bettet do the while? 
To whom our Saviour anſwer thus return'd. 
All things are beſt fulfill'd in their due time, 
And time there is for all things, truth hath ſaid: 
If of my reign prophetic wri: hath told, 
Thar it shall never end, ſo when begin 
The Father in his purpoſe hath decreed, 
He in whoſe hand all times and ſeaſons toll. 
What if he hath dectreed that I shall firſt 
Be try*d in humble ſtate, and things adverſe, 
By tribulations, injuries, inſults, 
Contempts, and ſcorns, and ſnares, and violence, 
Suff”ring, abſtaining , quietly expecting, 
Vithout diſtruſt or doubt, that he may know 
What I can ſuffer , how obey? who beſt 
Can ſuffer, beſt can do; beſt reign , who firſt 
Well hath obey'd ; juſt trial ere I merir 
My cxaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I begin 
My evetlaſting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquiſttion ? 
Know'ft thou not that my riſing is thy fall, 
And my prom'tion will be thy deſtruction? _ 
To whom the Temprer inly rack'd reply'd, 
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Let that come when it comes; all hope is loſt 
Of my reception into grace; what worſe? 
For where no hope is left, is left no feat; 

It there be worſe, the expectation more 

Of worſe torments me than the fecling can. 
I would be at the worſt; worſt is my pott, 5 
My harbour and my ultimate repoſe, 

The end I would attain, my final good. 

My error was my error, and my crim? 

My crime; whatever tor iticlt condemn'd , 

And will alike be punis hd, whether thou 

Reign or reign not; though ro tha: gentle brow 

Willingly I could fly, and hope thy reign, 

From that placid aſpect and mcek regard , 

Rather than aygravats my evil tate, 

Would ſtand between me and thy Father's ire, 

( Whoſe ire I dread more than the fire of hell,) 

A shelter and a kind of shading cool 

Interpoſition, as a ſummer's cloud. 

If I then to the worſt that can be haſte, 

Why move thy feet fo flow to what is beſt, 

Happieſt both to thyſelf and all the world, 

That thou who worthieſt art $hould'lt be their king? 

Perhaps thou linger'ſt in deep thoughts detaiu'd 

Of th'enterprize ſo hazardous and high; 

No wonder, for though in thee be unired 

Whar of perfection can in man be found, 

Or human nature can receive, contider 

Thy lite hath yer been private, molt part ſpent 

At home, ſcarce view'd the Galilean towns, 
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And once a year Jeruſalem, few days. 
Suort ſojourn; and x hat thence could'ſt thou obſerve? 
Thie world thou haſt not ſeen, much leſs her glory, 
Empircs, and monarchs, and their radiant courts , 
Belt ſchool of beſt experience, quick'elt inſight 
In all things that to greateſt actions lead. 
The wiſeſt, unexperienc'd, will be ever 
Tim'tous and loath, with novice modeſty, 
(as he who ſeeking aſſes found a kingdom) 
Icreſolure, unhardy, unadvent'trous: 
Bur I will bring thee where thou ſoon shalt quit 
Thol: rudiments, and ſee before thine eyes 
The monarchics of th' earth, their pomp and ſtare, 
Suff ient introduction to inform 
Thee, of thyſelf fo apt, in regal arts, 
And regal myſteries, that thou may'lt know 
How beſt their oppolition to withſtand. 

Wich that ( ſuch pow'r was giv'n him then) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high, 
It was a mountain at whoſe verdant fest 
A ſpacious plain out- ſtretch'd in circuic wide 
Lay pleaſant; from his ſide two rivers flow'd, 
Th'one winding , th'other ſtraight, and left between 
Fair champain with leſs rivers intervein'd, 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the fea ; 
Fertile of corn the glebe, of oil, and wine, 
With herds the paſtures throng'd, with flocks the hills; 
Huge cities and high towr'd, that well might ſee 
The fears of mightieſt monarchs, an! fo large 
The proſpect was, that here and chere was room 
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For barten deſart fountainleſs and dry. 

To this high mountain top the Temprer brought 

Our Saviour, and new train of words began. 
Well have we ſpeeded, and o'cr hill and dale, 

Foreſt and field, and flood, temples and tow'rs 

Cut shorrer many a league; here thou behold'ſt 

Aſlycia and her empire's ancient bounds , 

Araxes aud the Caſpian lake, thence on 

As far as Indus caſt, Euphrares weſt, 

And oft beyond; to ſouth the Perttan bay, 

And inacceſlible th' Arabian drouth : 

Here Ninevee, of length within her wall 

Sev'ral days journey, built by Ninus old, 

Of that firſt golden mouarchy the ſcat, 

And ſcar of Salmanaſſar, whoſe ſucceſs 

Iſrael in long captivity ſtill mourns ; 

There Babylon, the wonder of all rongues , 

As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 

Judah an fall thy father David's houſe 

Led captive, and Jeruſalem laid waſte, 

Till Cyrus ſer them free; Perſepolis 

His city there thou ſeeſt, and Bactra there; 

Ecbatana her ſtructure vaſt there shows, 

And H:carompylos her hundred gates; 

There Suſa by Choaſpes, amber ſtream, 

The drink of none bur kings; of larer fame 

Built by Emarhian , or by Parthian hands, 

The great Seleucia, Niſibis, and there 

Artaxata, Teredon, Cteſiphon, 

Turning with eaſy eye thou may'ſt behold. 
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All theſe the Parthian , now ſome ages paſt, 
By great Arſaces led , who founded firſt 
Thar empire, under his dominion holds, 
Fon the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 
Aud juſt in time thou com'ſt to have a view 
Of his great pow'r; for now the Parthian king 
In Cteſiphon hath gather'd all his hoſt 
Againſt the Scythian, whoſe incurſions wild 
Have waſted Sogdiana; to her aid 
He marches now in haſte; ſez, thougli from far, 
His thouſands, in what martial equipag? 
They iſſue forth, ſteel bows, and shafts rheir arms 
Of equal dread in flight, or in purſuit 
All horſemen, in which fight th:y moſt excel; 
See how in warlike muſter they appear, 
In thombs, and wedges, and half-moons , and wings. 
He look'd, an1 ſaw what numbers numberleſs 
The city gates out- pout'd, light armed troops 
In coats ot mail and military pride ; 
In mail their horſes clad, yet fleet and ſtrong, 
Prauncing their riders bore, the flow'r and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound; 
From Arachoſia, from Candaor caſt , 
And Margiana to the Hircanian cliffs 
Of Caucaſus, and dark Iberian dales, 
From Atropatia and the neighb'ring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the ſouth 
Of Sultana, to Balſara's haven. 
He ſaw them in their forms of barrel rang'd , 
How quick they wheel'd, and fly'ing behind them shot 
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Sharp fleet of arrowy show ts againſt the face 

Of their pur uets, and o'ercame by flight; 

The field all on caſt a gleaming brown , 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, not on each horn, 

Curiaſſizrs all in ſteel for ſtanding ſight; 

Chariots or elephants endors'd with row'rs 

Of archers, nor of lab'ring pioneers 

A multitude with ſpades and axes arm'd 

To lay hills plain, fell woo s, or vallics fill, 

Or where plain was rai(c hill, or overlay 

With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke 

*Mulcs after theſe, camals and dromedarics, 

And waggons fraught with utenſils of war. 

Such forces met not, nor ſo wide a camp, 

When Agrican with all his northetn pow'rs 

Beſieg'd Albracca, as romances tell, 

The city' of Callaphrone, from thence to win 

The faireſt of her ſex Angelica 

His daughter, ſought by many proweſt knights, | 
Both paynim, and the peers of Charlemain, 

Such and ſo num'cous was their chivalry ; 

Ar light whereof the Fiend yer more preſum'd, 
And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 

That thou may'ſt know I ſcek not to engage 

Thy virtue, and not cy'ry way ſecure 

On no flight grounds thy lafety hear, and mark 
To hat end I have brought thee hither and shown 
All this fair ſight; thy kingdom though foretold 
By propher or by angel, uuleſs thou 

Endeavour, as thy father David did x 
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Thou never shalt obtain; prediction ſtill 
In all things, and all men, ſuppoſes means, 
Without means us'd, hat it predicts revokes. 
But ſay thou wett poil:{s'd of David's throne 
By tree couſent of all, none oppoſite, 
Samaritan or ew; how could'it thou hop: 
Long to enjoy it quiet and ſecure, 
Between two ſuch encloſing enemies 
Roman and Parthian? therefore one of theſe 
Thou muſt make ſure thy own , the Parthian firit 
By my advice, as nearer, an: of late 
Found able by invalion to annoy 
Thy cointry', and captive lead away her kings 
Autigonus, and old Hyrcanus bound, 
Maugre che Roman: it shall be my task 
To render thee the Patthian at diſpoſe; 
Chooſe which thou wilt by conqueſt or by league. 
By him thou shalt regain, withour him nor, 
That which alone can truly reinſtall rhee 
In David's royal ſear, his true ſucceſſor, 
Deliv*rance of thy brethren, thoſe ten tribes 
Whoſe oFcpring in his tertitory yer ſerve , 
In Habor, aud among the Medes diſpers'd; 
Ten ſons of Jacob, two of Joſeph, loſt 
Thus long from Iſrael, ſerving as of old 
Their fathers in the land of Egypt ſerv'd, 
This offer ſets before thee to deliver. 
Theſe if from ſervitude thou shalt reſtore 


To their inheritance, then, nor till then, 
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Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 

From Fgypt to Euphrates, and beyond 

Sia'r reign , and Rome or Cæſar not need fear, 

To whom our Saviour anſwer'd thus unmoy'd. 

Much oſtentation vain of fleshly arm, 

And fragil arms , much inſtrument of war 

Long in preparing , ſoon to nothing brought, 

Beſore mine eyes thou” haſt ſer; and in my eat 
ented much policy „and projects dee 

Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues , 

Plauſible to che world , ro me worth nought. 

Means I muſt uſe thou ſay'ſt, prediction elſe 

Will unpredict and fail me of the throne : 

My time I told thee (and that time for thee 

Were better farrheſt off) is not yet come; 

When that comes, think not thou to find me ſlack 

On my part ought endeav'ring, or to need 

Thy politic maxims, or that cumberſome 

Luggige of war there shown me, argument 

Of human weakneſs rather than of ſtrength. 

My brethren, as thou call'ſt them, thoſe ten tribes 

I muſt deliver, if I mean to reign 

David's true heir, and his full ſcepter ſway 

To juſt extent over all Iſrael's ſons; 

But whence to thee this zeal , where was it then 

For Iſrael , or for David, or his throne, 

When thou ſtoodꝰſt up his remprer to the pride 

Of numb'ring Itrael , which coſt the lives 

Ot chreeſcore and ren rhouſand Iſraclites 
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By three days peſtilenc2? ſuch was thy zeal | 
To lira:l then, the ſame that now to me. 
As for thoſe captive tribes , themſelves were they 
Who wrought their own captivity, fell ot 
From God to worship calves, the Deitits 
Of Egypt, Baal next and Ashtaroth, 
An id all th' idolatties of hæathen round, 
B-:itcs their other worſe than heath'nish crimes; 
Nor in the land of their captivity 
Huunbled themſelves or peniteut beſoughr 
The God of their fore-fathers; bur fo dy'd 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Liketothemſelves, diſtinguichable ſcarce 
From Gentiles, but by circumcilion vain , 
And God with idols in their worship join'd. 
Should l of th:ſe the liberty regard, 
Who freed, as to their ancient patrimony , 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, unre:form'd , 
He:d'ong wou'd follow? ; and to their Gods perhaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan? no, let them ſerve 
Their enemies, who ſerve idols with God. 
Vet he ar length, time ro himſelf beſt known, 
R-11:mbring Abraham, by Come wond'rous call 
May bring them back repentant and ſincere, 
And at their paſſing cleave th' Aſſyrian flood, 
While to their native land with joy they haſte , 
As th: Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft, 
When to the promis'd land their fathers paſs'd ; 
To his dus time and providence I leave them. 

| I ij 


192 PARADISE REGAIN'D. 
So ſpake Iſraci's true king; and to the Fiend 
Made anſwer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
So fares it when wich truth falshood contends, 


The end of the third book, 
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P EAPLEX'D and troubled at his bad ſucceſs 
The Temprer ſtood , nor had what to reply, 
Diſcover'd in his fraud, thrown from his hope, 
So oft, and the petſuaſive rhetoric 

Thar fleek'd his tongue, and won ſo much on Eyc, 
So little here, nay loſt; but Eve was Eve, 

This far is over- match, who ſelf deceiv'd 

And rash , before-hand had nor berrer weigh'd 
The ſtrength he was to cope with, or his own : 
Bur as a man who had been matchleſs held 

In cunning , over-reach'd where leaſt he thought, 
To ſave his credit, and for very ſpite, 

Still will be rempring him who foils him ſtill, 
And never ceaſe, though to his shame the more; 
Or as a ſwarm of flies in vintage time, 

About the wine-preſs where ſweer muſt is pout'd , 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming ſound 
Or ſurging waves againſt a ſolid rock, 

Though all ro shivers dash'd , th' aſſault renew, 
Vain batt'ry, and in froth or bubbles end; 

So Satan, whom repulſe upon repulſe 

Met ever, and to shameful ſilence brought, 

Vet gives not o' er though deſp' rate of ſucceſs, 
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And his vain importunity purſues. 

He brought our Saviour to the weſtern fide 

Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 
Another plain, long, bur in breadth not wide, 
Wash'd by the ſourhern ſea, and on the north 
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hi!'s, 
That {creen'd the fruits of th* earth and fats of men 
From cold ſeptentrion blaſts, thence in the miſt 
Divided by a river, of whoſe banks | 

On each ſide an imperial city ſtood , 

With row'rs and temples proudly elevare 

On ſev'n ſmall hills, with palaces adorn'd , 
Porchcs and theatres, baths, aqueducts, 

Statves and trophies, and triumphal arcs, 
Gardens and groves preſented to his eyes, 
Above the height of mountains interpos'ds 

By what ſtrange parallax or optic skill 

Of viſion multiply'd through air, or glaſs 

Of teleſcope, were curious ro enquire : 

And now the tempter thus his ſilence broke. 

The city which thou ſeeſt no other deem 
Than &rcar and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 
So far tenown'd, and with the ſpoils. enrich'd 
Ot nations; there the Capitol lou ſcelt 
Above the reſt lifting his a tely lead 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citraci-l 
Impregnable, and there mount balatine, 

Th imperial palace, compatls huge, and high 
The ſtructure, skill of nobleſt architects, 
With gilded battlements, conſpicuous far, 
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Turrets and terraſes, and glitr'ring ſpires. 
Many a fair edifice beſides, more like 
Houſes of Gods ( ſo well I have diſpos'd 
My airy microſcope ) thou may'ſt behold _ 
Outſide and inſide both, pillars and roots , 
Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers 
In cedar, marble, ivory or gold. 
Thence to the gates caſt round thine eye, and ſee 
What conflux iſſuing forth, or entring in, 
Pretors, proconſuls ro their provinces 
Haſting , or on return, in robes of ſtate 
Lictors and rods, the enſigns of their pow'r , 
Legions and cohorts, turms of horſe and wings: 
Or embaſſies from regions far remote 
.In various habirs on the Appian road , 
Or on th' Emilian , ſome from fartheſt ſouth, 
Syenc', and where the shadow both way falls, 
Meroe Nilotic iſle, and more to weſt, 
The rcalm of Bocchus to the Black-Moor ſea 
From th' Aſian kings and Parthian among theſe , 
From India and the golden Cherſoneſs, 
And utmoſt Indian iſland Taprobane , 
Dusk faces with white filken turbants wrearth'd ; 
From Callia, Gades, and the British weſt, 
Cermans and Scythians, and Sarmarians north 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. 
All nations now to Rome obedience pay, 
To Rome's great emperor , whoſe wide domain 


In ample territory, wealth and pow'r , 
Civility ot manners, arts, and arms, 
Liv 
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And long renown, thou juſtly may'ſt prefer 
Before the Parthian; theſe two thrones except, 
The reſt are batb'rous, and ſcarce worth the fight , 
har d among petry kings too far remov'd; 

Theſe having shown thee, I have $:own thee all 
Thc kingdoms of the world, and all .ncir gloty. 
This emp'ror hath no ſon, and now is old, 

d and laſcivious, and from Rome rerir'd 

To Cap reæ, an iflaa:l ſmall bur ſtrong 

On the Campanian shote, with purpoſe there 

His horrid luſts in private to enjoy; 

Commicting to a wicked favourit: 

All public cares, and yet ol him {ufpicions , 

ore tot it, aud hating ; with what caſe , 

Tnduw dt with regal virtues as thou art, 

Appearing and beginning noble deeds, 

Might'ſt thou expel this monſt:r from his throne 
Now made a ſtye, and in his place aſcending 


A victor people free fram ſervile yoke ? 


' 

And with my help thou may'ſt; ro me the pow'r 
' Is giv'n, and by that right I give it the, _ 

' 
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Aim therefore at no leſs than all the world, 
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Aim ar the high'eſt, with.our the high'eſt attain'd 
Will be for thee no fitting, or not long, 
On David's throne , be prophecy'd what will. 

To whom the Son of God unmoy'd reply'd. 
Nor doth this grandeur and majeſtic show 
Of luxury, though call'd magnificence, 
Mote than of arms beſote, allure mine eye, 


Much 1:f zy mind; though thou should'ſt add to tell 
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Their ſumptuous glurtonizs, and gorgeous fcatts 
On citron tables or Atlantic ſtone, 
(For 1 have alſo heard, perhaps have read) 
Their wines of setia, Calcs, and Falerne, 
Chios and Crete, and how they quaff in gold, 
Cryſtal and myrrhine cups imboſs'd with gems 
And ſtuds of pearl, ro me should'ſt tell who thitſt 
And hunger {till : then embaſſies thou show'ſt 
From nations far and nigh ; what honour that, 
Bur tedious waſte of time to ſit and hear 
So many hollow compliments and lies, 
Outlandishi Hatrerizs? then proceed'ſt to tals 
Of th' mpęrot, how eaſily ſubdu'd, 
How gloriouſly ; I chall, thou ſay'ſt, expel, 
A btutish monſter : what if I withal 
Expel a devil who firſt made him ſuch ? 
Let his rormenrer conſcience find him out; 
For him I was not ſent, nor yet to free 
That people vigor once, now vile and baſe, 
Deſervedly made vaſſal, who once juſt, 
Frugal, and mild, and temp'rate, conquer'd well, 
But govern ill the nations undet yoke, 
Peeling their provinces, exhauſted all 
By luſt and rapine; fir ſt ambitious grown 
Of triumph, that inſulting vanity; 
Then cruel, by their ſports to blood inur'd 
Of fighting beaſts, and men to beaſts expos'd, 
Luxurious by their wealth, ani greedicr ſtill, 
And from the daily ſcene effeminate. 


What wiſe and valiant man would ſeck to free 
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Theſe thus degemw'rare, by themſelves enflay'd, 
Or could of inward flaves make outward free? 
Know therefore when my ſcaſon comes to tit 
On David's throne, it shall be like a tree, 
Spreading and overshad'wing all the earth; 
Or as a ſtone that shall to pieces dash 

!l monarchies beſides throughout the world, 
And of my kingdom there shall be no end: 
Means there shall be to this; but what the means, 
le not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the remprer impudent reply'd. 


! 


I ſ:e all offers made by me how flight 


Thou valu'ſt, becauſe otter'd , and reject'ſt: 

Nothing will pleaſe the difficult and nice, 

Or nothing more than ſtill to contradict: 

On th' other fide know alſo thou, that 1 

On vhatl ofticr ſer as high eſteem, 

Nor what I part with mean to give for nouzhr ; 

All theſe which in a moment thou bebold' t, 

Thie kingdoms of the world to thee 1 give, 

For giv'n to me, I give to whom I pleaſc, 

No trille; yer with this reſerve, not elſe, 

On this condition, if thou wilt fall down, 

And worship me as thy ſuperior lord, 

Eaſily done, and hold them all of me; 

For what can leſs ſo great a gift deferye? 
Whom thus our Saviour anſwer'd with ditilain, 

never lik'd thy talk, thy offers leſs, 

Now both abhor, fince thou haſt dar'd to utcer 

Th! abaminable terms, impious condition 
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Bur I endure the time, till which expit'd, 
Thou haſt permidion on m2, It is written 
The firſt of all commandments, Thou shalt worship 
The Lord thy God, and only him shalt ſerve; 
And dar'lt thou to the Son of God propound 
To worship thee accurs'd , now more accurs'd 
For this attempt, bolder than that on Eve, 
And more blaſphemous? which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee were giv'n , 
Permitted rather, and by thee uſurp'd 
Other donation none thou canſt produce : 
It giv'n, by whom but by the King of kings, 
Cod over all ſupreme? if giv'n to thee, 
By thee how fairly is the giver now 
Repaid? bur gratitude in thee is ſolt 
Long ſince, Wett thou ſo void of fear ot shame, 
As offer them to me the Son of God, 
To me my own, on ſuch abhorred pact , 
Thar 1 fall down and worship thee as Cod? 
Ger thre behind me; plain thou now appear'ꝰſt 
That evil one, Satan for ever damn'd. 

To whom the Fiend wich fear abash'd reply'd. 
Be not ſo ſore offended, Son of God; 

Though ſons of God both angels are and men, 

If I ro try whether in higher ſort 
Than theſe thou bear'ſt that title, have propos'd 
What both from men and angels I receive, 
Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations beſides from all the quarter'd winds , 
Cod of chis world inyok'd and world beneath: 
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Who then thou art, whoſe coming is foretold , 
To me ſo fatal, me it molt concerns. 

The trial hath endamag'd thee no way , 

Rather more honour left and more e{tcem 3 

M-: novght advantag'd , miſſing what I aim'd, 
Therefore ler paſs, as they are tranſit'ry, 

The kingdoms of this world; I shall no more 
Adviſe thee; gain them as thou cauſt, or not. 
Aud thou thyſelf ſeem'ſt otherwiſe inclin'd 


Than to a worldly crown, addicted more 


To contemplation and proſound diſpute , 

As by that carly action may be judy'd , 

When flipping from thy morher's eye thou wenr'ſt 
Alone into the temple; there waſt found 

Among the graveſt rabbies diſputant 

On points and queſtions fitting Moſes? chair, 
Teaching not taught; the childhood shous the man, 
As morning shous the day. Be famous then 

By wiſdom; as thy empire mult extend, 

o let extend thy mind o'er all the world, 

In knowledge, all things in it comprehend: 

All knowledge, is not couch'd in Moſes” law, 

The pentateuch, or what the prophets wrote; 

The gentiles alſo know, and write, aud teach 

To admiration, led by naruce's light; 

And with che ſgentiles much thou mult convetſe, 
Kuling them by perſuaſion, as thou mean'ſt; 
Without their learning how wilt thou with them, 
Or tlicy with thee hold convetſation meet? 

How wilt thou reaſon with chem, low rcture 
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Their idoliſms, traditions, paradoxes? 
Error by his own arms is beſt evinc'd. 
Look once more ere we leave this ſpecular mount 
Weſtward , much nearer by ſouth-welt, behold 
Where on th' &gean shore a city ſtands 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the ſoil, 
Athens the eye of Greece , mother of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hoſpicable, in her ſweer receſs, 
Cityꝰ or ſuburban , ſtudious walks and shades 
See there tlie olive grove of Academe, 
Pliro's retirement , where the Attic bird 
Trills her thick- watbled notes the ſummer long; 
There flow'ry hill Hymettus with the ſound 
Of bees induſtrious murmur oft invites 
To ſtudious muſing; there lliſſus rolls \ 
His whiſp'cing ſtream ; within the walls hen view 
Ilie ſchools of ancient ſages; his who bred 
Great Alexander ro ſubdue the world, 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next: 
There thou shalt hear and learn the ſectet pow'r 
Of harmony in tones and numbers hit | 
By voice or hand, and yarious-meatur'd verſe, 
Aolian charms and Dorian lyric odes , 
An his who gave them breath, bur higher ſung , 
Blind Melchgenes thence Homer call , 
Whoſe poem Phacbus challeng'd for his own. 
Thecnce hat the lofty grave tragedians taught 
la chorus or ianbic, teachers beſt 
Of moral prudence , with delight receiy'd , 
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In brief ſententious precepts, while they treat 

Of tate and chance, and change in human life; 

High actions, and high paſſions veſt deſcribing : 

Thence to the famous orarors repair, 

Thoſe ancient, whoſe reſiſtleſs eloquence 

Wiclded at will that fierce democratie , 

Shook th' arſcnal and fulmin'd over Greec2, 

To Macedon, and Arrtaxerxes' throne. 

To ſage philoſophy next lend thine ear, 

From heav'n deſcended to the low-rootrt houſe 

Of Socrates; ſee there his tenement, 

Whom well inſpir'd the oracle pronounc'd 

Wiſecſt of men; from whoſe mouth iſſu'd forth 

Mellifluous ſir ams that warcr'd all the ſchools 

Of Academics old and new, with thoſe 

Sirnam'd Pcripaterics, and the ſect 

Epicurcan, and the Sroic ſevere 

Iheſe here revolve, or, as thou lik'ſt, ar home, 

Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight; 

Theſe rules will render thee a king compleat 

Within thyſelf, much more with empire join'd. 
To whom our Saviour fagcly thus reply'd. 

Think not but that I know theſe things, or think 

I know ther not; not therefore am I short 

Of knowing what I ought; h: who receives 

Light from above, from the fountain of light, 

No other doctrine needs, though granted true; 2 

Bur thaſe are falſe, or little elle but dreams, 

Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm. 

The ficſt and wiſeſt of them all ꝑrofels'd 


To know this only, that he nothing knew; 
Ihe next to fabling fell, ani ſmooth conceits; 
A third ſort doubted all things, though plain ſenſe; 
Others in virtue plac'd felicity, 

But virtue join'd with riches and long life; 
In corporal pleaſure he, and careleſs caſe; 
The Stoic laſt in philoſophic pride, 

By him call'd virtue; and his virtuous man, 
Wiſe, perfect in himſelf, and all polleiling , 
Fqual to Cod, oft shames not to prefer, 

As fraring God nor man, contemning all 
Wealth, pleaſure, pain or torment , death and life, 
Which when he liſts, he leaves, or boatts he can, 
For all his tedious talk is bur vain boalt, 

Or lubt l shifts conviction to evade. 

Alas whar can they teach, and not miſlead; 
Ignorant of themſelves, of God much more, 
Ant how the world began, and how man fell 
Degradded by himſelf, on grace depen ling! 
Much of the ſoul they talk, but all awry, 

And in themſclves ſeck virtue, and ro themselves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, 

Rather accuſe him undet uſual names, 
Fortune and fate, as one regardloſs quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore ſee £5 144 tn 
True wiſdom, finds her not, or by deluſion 
Far worſe, her falſe reſemblance only mecrs 
An empry cloud. However many books 

Wiſe men have ſaid are wearifome; who rea ts 


luceſſandly, and to bis reading brings not 
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A ſpi'rit and judgment equal or ſupetior, 

(And what he brings, what needs he elſewhete ſeek ?; 
Uncertain and unſertled {till remains, 

Deep vers'd in books and shallow in himſelf, 

Ccude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 

And trifles for choice mattets, worth a ſpunge ; 

As children gath'ring p.bbles on the chore. 

Or if I would delight my private hours 

With mutic or with poem, wheres ſo ſoon 
As in our native language can I find 
Thar ſolace? ll our law and ſtory ſtrou'd 

With hymns, our pſahus with artful rerms infcrib'd, 

Our Hebrew ſongs and harp: in Babylon, 

Thar pleas'd fo weil our victo:s eat, declare 

That rather Cree ce from us theſe arts acriv'd 


1 imitated, while they Loud-it !in; 
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The viccs of their Dcitics, aud their own 

In fable, hymn, or toug , ſo perſonating 

Their Gods ridiculous, and themſelves paſt shame. 

Remove their ſwelling epirhers thick laid 

As varnisi on a harlort's Hergk, the retr, 

1 - Thin ſown with o'ght of profit or delight, 

| Will far be found unworthy to compare 

Wirth Sion's ſongs, to all tru: taſtes excelling, 
Where Cod is prais' cd aright , 2nd god-like men, 

The Holieſt of holies, and his ſaints; 

Such are from God inſpir' d, not ſuch from thee, 


Unleſs where maral virtue is expr Fd 
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By light of nature not in all quite loſt. 
Their otators thou then extoll'ſt, as rhoſe 
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The top of :loquence , ſtatiſts indeed 
And lovers of their country, as may ſcem; 
Bur herein to our prophets far beneath, 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The ſolid rules of civil goverument 
In their majeſtic unaffected ſtile 
Than all th' oratory of Greece and Rome. 
In them is plaineſt taught, and eaſieſt learnt, 
What makes a nation happy”, and keeps it fo, 
What cuins kingdoms, an lays ciri-s flat; 
Theſe only with our law beſt form a king. 

So ſpake the Son of God; but Satan now 
Quite at a loſs, for all his darts were ſpent, 
Thus to our Saviour with ſtern brow reply'd. 

Since ucither wealth, nor honour, arms nor atts , 
Kingdom nor empire pleaſcs race, nor ovght 
By me propos'd in lite contemplative, 
Or active, tended on by glory”, or tame, 
What doſt thou in this world? the wilderneſs 
For thee is fitteſt place, I found rhee there, 
And thither will return the; yet remember 
What l toretel thee, ſoon thou shalt have cauſe 
To wish thou never hadſt rejected thius 
Nicely or cautiouſly my ofter'd aid, 
Which would have ſet the in short time with caſe 
On David's throne, or throne of a'l the wortd, 
Now at full age, fulneſs of time, thy ſeaſon, 
When prophecies of rhee are beſt fulfll'd. 
Now contrary ,-if I read oughr in heav'n, 
Or heav'n wiite oughr of fate, by what the ſtars 
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Voluminous, or ſingle characters, 
In their conjunction met, give me to ſpell, 
Sorrrows and labours , oppoſition , hate, 
Attend thee, ſcorns , reproaches , injuries, 
Violence and ſtripes, and laſtly cruel death; 
A kingdom they portend thee , bur what kingdom, 
Real or allegoric I diſcern not, | 
Nor when, eternal ſure, as without end, 
Without beginning; for no date prefix*d , 
Lirects me in the ſtarry rubric ſer. 

So ſay'ing he took (for ſtill he knew his pow'r 
Not yet expir*) and to the wilderne(s 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there 
Feigning ro diſappear. Darkneſs now roſe, 
As day-light ſunk, and brought in lowring night 
Her shad'wy offspring unſubſtanrial both , 
Pri vation mere of light and abſent day. 
Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 
After his acry jaunt, though hurry'd ſore, 
Hungry and cold betook him to his reſt , 
Wherzver, under ſome concourſe of shades 
Whoſe? branching arms thick intertwin'd might shield 
From deus and darnps of night his shelter'd head; 
But shelter'd flepr in vain, for at his head 
The tempter watch'd , and ſoon with ugly dreams 
Diſturb'd his ſleep ; and either tropic now 
Gan thunder, and both ends of heav'n, the clouds 
From many a horrid rift abortive pout dc 
Fierce rain with lightning mix'd, water with fire 
In ruin reconcil'd; nor ſlept the winds 
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Within their ſtony caves, bur rush'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 
On the vex'd wilderneſs, whoſe talleſt pincs, 
Though rooted deep as high, and {turdiz{t oa! 
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Bow'd their ſtiff necks, loaden with ſtormy blatts , 
Or torn up sheer: ill waſt thou shrowled hen , 
O patient Son of Gol, yer only ſtoodſt 
Unshaken; nor yer ſtaid the terror there, 
Infernal ghoſts, and hellish furies , round 
Environ'd the2 , ſome how!” d, ſome y.l!', ſome shri-Kd, 
Some bent ar thee their fiery darts, while thou 
Sat'ſt unappal'd in calm and ſinleſs peace 
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Thus paſs'd the night ſo foul, till morning fair 

Came forth with pilgrim te ps in amice gray 

Who with her radiant finger ſtill'd the roar 

Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, an! laid rhe winds, 

And griſly ſpedres which the Fiend had raid 

To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire, 

And now the ſun with more effectual beams 

Had chear'd the face of earth, and dry'a the wer 

From drooping plant, or dropping tree; the birds, 
Who all things now beho!4 more fresh and green, 

After a night of ſtorm fo ruinous , 

Clcar'd up their choiceſt notes in boat and (pray 

To grarulare rhe ſweet return of morn. 

Nor yer amidſt this joy and brighteſt morn 

Was abſent, after all his miſchicf done, 

The prince of darkneſs, glad would al'o ſem 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 


Vet with. no new device, they all were ſpent, 
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Rather by this his laſt affront reſolv'd, 
Deſp'rate of better coutſe, ro vent his rage, 
And mad deſpite to be ſo oft repell'd. 
Him walking on a ſuuny hill he found, 
Back'd on the north and weſt by a thick wood; 
Our of the wood he ſtarts in wonted shape, 
And in a careleſs mood thus to him ſaid. 
Fair morning yet betides thee, Son of Cod, 
After a diſmal night; I heard the wrack 
A. earth and s&y would mingle ; bur myſelf 
Was diſtant and theſe laws, though mortals fear them 
As dang'rous to the pillat'd frame of heay'n, 
Or to the carth's dark baſis underncath, 
Are to the main as incoaiiderabl-, 
And harmleſs, if not wholſoine, as a heexe 
To man's leis univerſe, and ſoon are gone; 

et as beiyg oft times noxious where they light 
On man, beaſt, plant, waſtful and turbulent, 
Like turbulencics in th' affairs of men, 
Over whole heads they roar, and ſcem to point, 
They oft fore- ſigniſy and threaren il: 
This tempeſt at this deſart moſt was bent; 
Of men ar thee, for ouly thou here dwell'ſt. 
Did 1 not tell thee, if thou didſt r- ject 
The perfect ſeaſon ofler'd with my aid 
To win thy deſtin d ſeat, but wilt prolong 
All to the push of fate, purſue thy way 
Or gaining David's throne no man knows when, 
For both the when and how is no where told, 


Thou shalt be whar thou art ordaia'd, no doubt; 
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For angels have proclaim'd it, bur concealing 
The time and means; each act is rightlieſt done, 
Not when it muſt, but when it may be beſt. 

thou obſerve not this, be ſute to find, 
Whar I foretold thee, many a hard aſſay 

Of dangers, and adverſities, and pains, 
Ere thou of Iſtael's ſcepter get faſt hold; 
Y hereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round, 
So many terrors, voices, prodigics 
May warn thee, as a ſure fore going ſign. 

So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And ſtay'd not, but in brief him anſwer'd thus. 

Me worſe than wet thou find' ſt not; other harm 
Thoſe tertors which thou ſpeak'ſt of, did me none; 
I never fear'd they could, though noiſing loud 
And threatning nigh , what they can do as ſigns 
Betok' ning, or ill-boding, I contemn 
As falſe portents, not ſent from Cod, but thee; 
Who knowing I chall reign paſt thy preventing, 
Obtrud'ſt thy ofter*d aid, that T accepring 
Ar Jaſt might ſeem to hold all pow'r of thee, 
Ambitious ſpi'rit, and wouldit be thought my God, 
And ſtorm'ſt refus'd, thinking to terrify 
Me co thy will; deſiſt, thou art diſcern'd 


And toil'ſt in vain, nor me in vain moleſt. 
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To whom the Fiend now ſwola with rage reply'd, 
£1 Then hear, O ſon of David, virgin-botn, 


0 ur Son of God to me is yet in doubt) 
4 Ot che Meſliah I have heard foretold 


A By all the prophets; of thy bitth at length 
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Announc'd by Gabriel with the fitſt I knew , 

And of th' angelic ſong in Bethlehem field, 

On thy birth-nighr, that ſung thee Saviour born, 
From that time ſeldom have I ceas'd to eye 

Thy infancy , thy childhood, and thy youth, 
Thy manhood laſt, though yet in private bred 
Till at the ford of Jordan wither all 

Flock'd to the Baptiſt, I among the reſt, 

Though not to be baptiz'd, by voice from heav'n 
Heard thee pronounc'd the Son of God belov'd. 
Thence forth! thought rhe: worth my nearer view 
And narrow'r ſcrutiny , that I might learn 

In what degree ot meaning thou art call'd 

The Son of God, which bears no fingle ſenſe 
The Son of God I allo am, or was, 

AndifIwas, Tam; rclation ſtands; 

All men are ſons of Cod; yer thee I thought 

In ſome reſpect far higher ſo declar'd. 

I h:refore I watch'd thy footſteps from that hour, 
And follow'd rhee {till on to this waſte wild 
Where by all beſt conjectures I collect 

Thou art to be my fatal enemy. 

Good reaſon then, if I betore-hand ſeek 

To underſtand my adverſary , who 

End whar lie is, his wiſdom, pow'r, intent; 

B parl , or compolition, truce, or league 

To win him, or win from him hat I can, 

And opportunity I here have had 

Io try thee, ſift thee, and confeſs have found thee 


proof againſt all tem ptation as a rock 
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Of adamant, and as a center, firm 
To th'utmoſt of mere man both wiſe and good, 
Not more; for honours, riches, kingdoms, glory 
Have been before contemn'd, an may again: 
Therefote to know what more thou art than man, 
Worth naming ſon of God by voice trom heav'n, 
Another method I muſt now begin. 

So ſay' ing he caught him up, and withour wing 
Ot hippogrif bore through the air ſublime 
Over the wilderneſs and o'er the plain 
Till underneath them fair Jeruſalem , 
Thie holy city lifted high her row'rs , 
And higher yer the glorious remple rear'd 
Het pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaſter, rop'd with golden ſpires : 
There on the higheſt pinnacle he ſer 
The Son of God, and added thus in ſcorn. 

There ſtand , if thou wilt ſtand; to ſtand upright 
Will ask rhee skill; I ro thy Father's houſe 
Have brought thee”, and higheſt plac'{, higheſt is beſt , 
Now show thy progeny ; if not to ſtand , 
Caſt thyſelf down; ſafely if Son of God: 
For it is written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his angels, in their hands 
They shall up-litr thee, leſt at any time | 
Thou chance to dash thy foot againſt a ſtone, 

To whom thus Jcetus. Alſo it is written, 
Tempt not the Lord thy God: he {aid and ſtood ; 
Pur Saran ſmitten with amazement tell. 


As when eatth's ſon Antæus (to compare 
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Small thing; with greateſt ) in Itaſſa {trove 

Wich Jove's Alcides, and ofr foil'd ſtiil roſe , 
Receiving from his mother earth new ſtrength , 
Fresh from his fall, and hercer grapple join'd, 
Throrrled ar length in th' air, expir'd and fell; 

So aftet many a foil the Tempter proud, 

Renewing fresh aſſaults, amidſt his pride 

Fell whence he ſtood to ſee his victor fall, 

And as that Theban monſter that propos'd 

Her riddlc*, and him, who folv'd it not, devour'd, 
That once found out and ſolv'd, for grief and ſpice 
Caſt herſelf headlong from th? Iſmenian ſteep; 

So ſtruck with dr:ad and anguish fell rhe Fiend, 
And to his crew, that ſat conſulting, brought 
Joyleſs triumphals of his hop'd ſucceſs, 

Ruin, aud deſperation, and diſmay , 

Who durſt ſo proudly tempt the Son of God. 


So Satan fell; and 1.raight a fiery globe 
Of angels on full ſail of wing ficew nigh, 
ho on their plumy vans receiv'd him ſoft 
From his uncaly ſtation, and upbore I 
As on a floating couch through rhe bliche air, 1 
Then iu a flow'ty valley ſer him down 5 | * 
On a green bank, and ſet before him ſpread 10 
A table of celeſtial food, divine, 0 Bi 
Ambroſial fruits, ferch'd from the tree of life; I Ri 
And from the fount of lite ambroial drink, O1 
That ſoon refresh'd him weaty'd, and repair'd Us 
What hunger, if ought hunger had impair'd, rh 
Or thirſt; and as he fed, angelic quires f By 
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Sung heav'nly anthems of his victory 
Over temptation, and the Temprer proud. 

True Image of the Father, wherher thron'd 
In the boſom of bliſs, and light of light 
Conceiving , or remote from heav'n, inshrin'd 
In fleshly tabernacle, and human form, 
Wand'ring the wilderneſs, what-ver place, 
Habit, or ſtate, or motion, {till 2xprefſing 
The Son of God, with God-like force indu'd 
Againſt th' attemptet of thy Father's throne , 
And thief of Paradiſe; him long of old 
Thou diſt debel, and down from heav'n caſt 
Wich all his army, now thou haſt aveng'd 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquishing 
Temptation, haſt regain'd loſt Paradiſe; 
Aud fruſtrated the conqueſt fraudulent. 
He never more henceforth wil! dare ſet foot 
In Paradiſe to tempt; his ſnates are broke: 
For though that ſeat of earthly bliſs be fail'd, 
A fairer Paradiſe is founded now 
For Adam and his choſen ſons, whom thou 
N Saviour art come don to re-inſtall 


Where they shall dwell ſecure, when time shall be, 


Of Tempter and remprarion without fear. 
Bur thou, internal Serpent, shalt not long 
Rule in the clouds; like an autumnal ſtar 


Or lightning thou shalt fall from heav'n, tro doun 


Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou feel'ſt 


Thy wound, yet not thy laſt and deadlieſt wound , 


By this repulſe teceiy'd, and hold'ſt in hell 
Fol. 11, K 


213 


214 PARADISE REGAIND, 
No triumph; in all her gates Abaddon rues 
Thy bold attempt; hereafter learn with awe 
To dread the Son of God : he all unarm'd 
Shall chace rhee with the terror of his voice 
From thy demoniac holds , poſſeſſion foul , 
Thee and thy legions ; yelling they shall fly, 
And beg to hide them in a herd of ſwine, 
Leſt he command them down inro the deep 
Bound, and ro torment ſent before their time. 
Hail Son of the moſt High, Heir of both worlds, 
Queller of Satan; on thy glorious work 

Now enter, and begin to ſave mankind. 

Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 
Sung victor, and from heav'nly feaſt refresh'd 
Brought on his way with joy; he unobſery'd 
Home to his mother's houſe private return'd. 


THE END. 


LYCIDAS. 


In this Monody the Author bewails a learned 
Friend, unfortunately droun d in his paſſage 
from Cheſter on the Irish Seas , 1637. And 
by occaſion foretels the ruin of our cor- 
rupted Clergy then in their height. 


Y n r once more „O ve laure's, and once mor: 
Ye myrtles brown, with ivy never (cre, | 
I come to pluck your berries harsh and crude, ; 
And with forc'd fingers rude, 
Shattet your leaves before the mellowing year. 
Bitter conſtraint, and ſad occaſion dear, 
Compells me to diſturb your ſeaſon due: 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime, 
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer: 
Who wou!d not ſing for Lys idas? he knew 
Himſolf to ſing, and build the lofty rhyme. 
He muſt not flor: upon his watry bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind, 
Without the meed of ſome melodious tear. 
Begin then, Siſters of the ſacred well, 
Thar from beneath the ſeat of Jove doth ſpring 
Begin , and ſomewhar lowdly ſweep the ſtring: 
Hence with denial yain, and coy excuſe, 
So may ſome gentle Muſe 
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Wick lucky words favour my deſtin'd urn, 
At: 
1 


L as he paſſes turn, 
And bid fait peace be to my ſable shroud. 


For we were nurſt upon the ſelf-ſame lult, 
Fed che ſame flock, by fountain, shade, au rill. 
Together both, ere the high lawns appcar'd 

Under the op'ning eye-lids of tlie morn, 

Wi'ͤ drove a held, and both rogeth-r heard 
What time the gray-fly winds her ſultry horn, 
Bart'ning our flocks with the fresh dews of night , 
Oft till che ſtar that roſe, at ev'ning , bright, 
Tow'ard heav'n's deſcent had flop'd his weſt'ring wheel, 
Mean while the rural dittics were not mute, 
icmper* to th' oaten flute, 

Rough Saryrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloven heel, 
From tlie glad ſound would nor be abſent long, 
And old Damcxras lov'd to hear our ſong. 

But O the heavy change, now thou att gone, 

No thou att gone, and never muſt return! 

Thee, shepherd, thee the woods, aud deſart caves 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine o'crgrown , 
And all their echozs mourn, 

Th: willows , and the hazel copſes green, 

Shall now no more be ſeen, 

Fanning their joyous leaves to thy ſoft lays. 

As killing as the canker to the roſe, 

Or taint· worm to the weanling herds that graze, 
Or froſt to low'rs, that their gay wardrobe wear, 

When nc{t the whire-thorn blows ; 


such, Lycidas, thy loſs ro shepherds car, 
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Where were ye , Nymphs , when the remorſeleſs deep 
cies'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas? 
for neither were ye playing on the ſteep, 
Where your old Bards , the famous Druids , lig, 
Nor on the shaggy top of Mona high, 
Nor yet where Deva ſpreads her wiſard ſtream : 
Ay me, I fondly dream! 
Had ye been there — for what could that have done? 
What could the Muſe herſelf chat Orpheus bore , 
The Muſe herſelf, for her inchanting ſon 
Whom univerſal nature did lamen:, 
When by the rout that mad: the hideous roar , 
His goary viſage down the ſtream was ſent, 
Down rhe (ſwift [lebrus to the Lesbian shore 2 

Alas! what bonts it with inceſſant care 
To tend the hoincly flighted shepherd's trade, 
And ſtrictly meditate the thankleſs Muſe? 
Mete it not bettet done as others uſe, 
To {port with Amaryllis in the shade, 
Or with the tangles of Nezra's hair? 
Fame is the ſpur that the clear ſpi'rit dorh raiſe 
(That laſt infirmity of noble mind) 
To ſcorn delights, and live laborious days; 
Bur the fair guerdon when we hope to find, 
And think to burſt out into ſudden blaze, 
Comes the blind Fury with th' abhorred shears i 
And ſlits the thin-ſpun life: but not the praiſe, 
Phoebus reply'd, and rouch'd my trembling ears; 


Fame is no plant that grows on mortal ſoil , 
Nor in the gliit'ring foil 
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det off to th' world, nor in broad rumour lies, 
But lives and ſpreads aloft by thoſe pure eyes, 
And perfect witneſs of all-judging Tove 

As he pronounces laſtly on each decd , 

Ot ſo much fame in heav'n expect thy meed. 

O fountain Arcthuſe, and thou honout'd Rood, 
$1100th-fliding Mincius, crown'd with vocal recus , 
Ti.ar {train I heard was of a higher mood: 

But now my oat proceeds, 

An liitens ro the herald of the ſea 

That came in Neptune's plea 3 

He ask'd the waves, and ask'd the fellon winds 
What hard mishap hath doom'd this gentle ſwain ? 
Art queition'd ev'ry guſt of rugged wings 

hat blows from off each beak:d promontory ; 
They kacw nor of his ſtory, 

And ſage Hipporades their anſwer brings, 

T nat not a blaſt was from his dungeon {tray'd , 
The air was calm „and on the level brine, 
sleek Panope with all ſiſters play'd. 

It was that fatal and perfidious bai k 

Built in ch' eclipſe, and rigg'd with curſes dark, 
That ſunk ſo low that ſacr:d head of thine. 

Next Camus, rev'rend Sire, went footing flow , 
lis mantle hairy, and his bonner ſedge, 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 
Like to that ſanguine flow'r inſcrib'd with woe. 
Ah! who hath reft (quoth he) my deareſt pledge? 
Laſt came, and laſt did g0, 

The pilot of the Galilcan lake, 


rei 119 
Two maſſy keys he bore of metals twain, 
( The golden opes, the iron shuts amain) 
He shook his miter'd locks , and ſtern beſpake 
How well could I have ſpar'd for thee, young ſwain, 
Enow of ſuch as for their bellies ſake, 
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold? 
Of other care they little reck'ning make, 
Than how to ſcramble ar the shearers feaſt, 
And shove away the worthy bidden gueſt; 
Blind mouths ! that ſcarce themſelves know how to hold 
A cheep-hook , or have learn'd ought elſe the leaſt 
Taar to the faithful herdman's art belongs! 
nat recks it them? hat need they they are ſped; 
And when they liſt, their lean and flashy ſongs 
Gratz? on their ſcrannel pipes of wretched ſtraw ; 
The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed, 
Bur ſwoln with wind, and the rank miſt they draw, 
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion ſptead; 
Beſides what the grim wolf with privy paw 
Daily devours apace, and nothing (aid: 
But that two handed engine at the door, 
Stands ready to ſmite once, and ſmite no more. 
Return Alpheus, the dtead voice is paſt, 
That shrunk thy ſtreams; return Sicilian Muſe, 
And call the vales, and bid them hither caſt 
Their bells, and flourets of a thouſand hues. 
Ye valleys low, where the mild whiſpers uſe, 
Of shades, and wanton winds, and gushing brooks, 
On whoſe ircsh lap the ſwart ſtar ſparely looks, 
Throw hither all your quaint cnamel'd eyes, 
K iv 
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That on the green turf ſuck the honied show'ts, 
And purple all the ground with vernal flowers, 
Bring the rathe primroſe that forſak n dies, 
The tufted crow-roe, and pale jeſſamine, 

The white pink, and the panſy freakt with jer, 
The glowing violet, 

The musk roſe, and the well-attir'd woodbine, 
With cowflips wan that hang the penſive head, 
And ev'ry flow'r that ſad embroid'ry wears : 

Bid amaranthus all his beauty shed, 

And datadillies fill their cups with tears, 

To ſtrow the laureat herſe where Lycid lies. 

For ſo to interpoſe a little eaſe, | 

Let our frail thoughts dally with falſe ſurmiſe. 
Ay me! whillt thee the shores, and ſounding ſeas 
Wash far away, whetc* er thy bones ate hurl'd, 
Whether beyond the ſtormy Hebrides, 

Where thou perhaps under the whelming tide 
Viſit'ſt the bottom of the monſtrous world : 

Or wh2ther thou to our moiſt vows deny'd, 
Sleep'ſt by rhe fable of Bzllerus old, 

Where the great viſion of the guarded mount 
Looks toward Namancos and Bayona's hold; 
Look ho:meward angel now, and melt with ruth: 
And, O ye dolphias, watt the hapleſs youth. | 


Weep no more, woetul shepherds , wezp no more, 


For Lycidas, your ſorrow, is not dead, 
Sunk though he be beneath the watry floor 
so {inks the day {tar in the occan bed, 

And yer anon r pairs his drooping head, 
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And tricks his beams, and with new ſpangleq ore, 


Flames in the forchead of the morning sky: 


So Lycidas ſunk low, but mounted high, | 
Through the dear might of him that walk'd the wawyes , 
Where other groves, and other ſtræams along, 
Wirth nectar pure his oozy locks he laves, 
And hears the unexpreſſive nuprial ſong, 

In the bleſt kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him a'l the ſaints above, 

In ſolemn troops, and ſweet ſocicties 

That ſing, and ſinging in their glory move, 

And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 

Now, Lycidas , the shepherds weep no more, 
--ncetorth thou att the Genius of the shore; 

In thy large recompenſe , and shalt be good 

To all that wander in that perilous flood. 

Thus ſang the uncouth ſwain to th' oaks and rills , 
While the ill worn went out with ſandal: fra”, 
He touch'd the tender ſtops of various quills, 

With eager thought warbling his Doric lay: 
And now the ſun had ftr.rch'd out all the Hill, 
And now was dropt into the weſtcrn bay; 

Ar laſt he roſe, and twitch'd his mantle blue: 
To-morrow to fresh woods, and paſtures new. 


Ky 
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II EN CH loathed Melancholy , 
O' Cerberus, and blackeſt Midnight born, 
In ran cave fatlorn 
Nang horrid shapes, and shriehs, anal ſichts unholy, 
Find out ſome uncourth cell, 
V/here bre. 0 ing Darkness ſpreads his je 'alous wings; 
Ani the n'glit-xaven ſings 
Tliere under eben ghades , and low-brow'd rocks, 
Astra: ged 35 thy locks, 
1 dak Cimmerian deſatt ever dwell, 
But come chou Coddeſs fair and free, 
in heav'n yclep'd Euphroſyne, 
En! by men, heart-calilng Mirth, 
Whon levely Venus at a-birth 
Wich two lifter Graces more 
To ivy-crowned Lacchus bore; 
Or whether (as ſcme ſager ſing) 
The frolic wind that breathes til. FPring , 
Z:vhir wich Aurora playing, 
As he mer her once a Haying, 
Ihere ona bels of violets blue,; 
An: fr:xh-blown roſes wash'd in dew, 
Fill ber with thee a daughter fair, 


So buxcm,, bane, and debonair. 
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Haſte thee Nymph, and bring with thee 

Jeſt and yourhful Jollity, 

Quips and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 

Nods, and B-cks, and vrzathed Smiles, 

Such as hang on Hebe's check, 

And love to live in dimple lleck 

Sport that wrinkled Care detides, 

And Laughtet holding both his ſides, 

Come, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantaſtic toe, 

And in thy right hand lead with thee, 

The mountain Nymph , ſweet Liberty; 

An1 it I give thee honour due, 

Mirth , admit me of thy crew 

To live with her, and live with thiee, 

In unreproved pleaſures free; 

To hear the lark begin his flight, 

And (ſinging ſtartle the dull night, 

From his watch-tow'r in the skies, 

Till rhe dappled dawn doth riſe; 

Then ro come in ſpight of ſorrow , 

And at my window bid good morrow, 
Through the ſweer-briar , or the vine, 

Or the twiſted eglantine. 

While the cock with lively din 

Scatters the rear of darkneſs thin; 

And to the ſtack, or the barn- door, 

Stoutly ſtruts his dames before: 

Oft liſt'ning how the hounds and horn 

Chearly rouſe the lumb'ring morn , 
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From the fide of ſome hoar hill, 
Through the high wood echoing shrill: 
Some time walking not unſcen 
By hedge-row elms, on hillocs green, 
Right againſt the caſtern gate, | 
Where the great ſun begins his ſtare 
Rob'd in flames, and amber light, 
The clouds in thouſand liveries dight 
While the plow-man near at hand, 
Whiſtles o'er the furrow'd land; 
And the milk-maid fingerh bliche, 
And the mower whets his ſithe, 
And ev'ty sh:pherd tells his tale 
Under the hawthorn in the dale. 
Strait mine {ye hath caught new pleaſures 
Vhilft the landskip round it meaſures , 
Ruſſet lawns, and fallows gray, 
Where the nibbling flocks do ſtray; 
Mountains on wioſe barren breaſt 
The lab'ring clouds do often reſt, 
Mcadows trim with daiſies pide , 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide, 
Towers and battlements ir [c.s 
Boſom'd high in tufted trees, 
Where perhaps ſome beauty lizs, 
The Cynoſure of ncighb'ring eyes. 
Hard by, a cottage chimncy ſmokes 
From betwizt two aged oaks, 


Where Corydon and Thyris met, 


Are at their ſayoury dinner (cr 
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Of herbs, and other country meſſes, 
Which the ncar-handed Phillis dreſſes; 
And rhen in haſte her bow'r she leaves, 
th Theſty'ts to bind the sheaves 
Or if the carlier ſeaſon lead 
To the tann'd haycock in the mead. 
Sometimes with ſecure delight 
The up-land hamlets will invite, 
When the merry bells ring round, 
And the jocoud tebęcs ſound 
To many a youth, and many a maid , 
Dancing in the chequer*d shade; 
And young and old come forth to play 
On a ſunshine holy-day , 
Till the live-long day-light fail; 
Then to the ſpicy nut- brown ale, 
With ftorics told of many a feat, 
How fairy Mab the junkets eat, 
She was pinch'd, and pull'd she ſaid, 
An.! he by friars lanthorn led, 
T.!l!s how the drudging Goblin ſwet, 
To carn his cr-am-bow) duly [-r, 
When in one night, cre glimpſe of morn, 
His $hadowy flale hath thresh'd the corn, 
That ten day-lab'ters could not end; 
Then lies him down the lubbar fiend, 
And ſtretch'd out all che chymney's length, 
Bas ks at tlie fire his hairy ſtrength; 


And crop- full out of doors he Rings, 


Ere the firſt cock his matiu rings. 
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Thus done the tales, to bed they creep, 
By whiſp'ring winds ſoon lulld aflcep. 
Towred cities pleaſe us then, 

An the buſy hum of men, 

Where thtongs cf knight; and barons bold, 
In weeds of peace high triumphs hold, 
With ſtore of ladies, whoſe bright cyes 
Rain influence, and judge the priz2 

Of wit, or arms, while both counrend 
To vin her grace, whom all commend. 
There let Ilymen oft appear 

In (a'fron robe, with taper clear, 


Ant pomp, and feaſt, and revelty, 


Wich mask, and antic pageantry , 

Such ſiglits as youthful poers dream 

On ſummer eves by haunted ſtream. 
Then ro the well-rrod ſtage anon, 

If Johnſon's learned ſock be on, 

Or ſweeteſt Shakeſpear, fancy's child, 
Warblc his native wood- notes wild. 

And ever againſt eating cares, 

Lap me in ſoft Lydian airs, 

Married to immortal verſe 

Such as the meeting ſoul may pierce 

In notes, with many a winding bout 

Of linked ſweetneſs long drawn out, 
With wanton heed, and giddy cunning, 
The melting voice through mazes tunning; 
Untwiſting all the chains that rye 
The hidden ſoul of harmony; 
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That Orpheus ſelf may heave his head 
From golden flumber on a bed 
O!' h:ap?d Elyhan fow'rs „an] hear 
Such {trains as would have won the car 
Of Pluto, ro have quite ſer free 
His half regain'd Eurydice. 
Theſe delights if thou canſt give, 


Mirth, with thee I mean to live. 
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H *NCE vain d:luding Joys, 


The brood of Folly zithour father bred, 
How little you belted, 

Or fill rhe fixed min with all your toys! 
Dwell in ſome idle brain, 

And fanci:cs fond with gaudy shapes polTe's, 
As thick and numberleſs 

As the gay mores that people the ſun beams, 
Or likeſt hovering dreams 

The fickle penſioners of Morpheus train. 
Bur hail thou Goddeſs, ſage and holy, 
Hail divineſt Melancholy, 
Whoſe ſaintly viſage is to bright 
To hit the ſenſe of human ſight; 
And therefore to our weaker view , 
O'er-laid with black p taid wiſdom?s hue, 
Black, bur ſuch as in eſteem, 
Prince Memnon's ſiſtet might beſcem , 
Or that ftarr*d Ethiop queen that ſtrove 
To ſet her beauries praiſe above 
The ſeca-Nymphs, and their pow'rs offended, 
Yer thou art higher far deſcended, 


ES SETS es . 
Thee bright-hair'd Veſta long of yore , 
To ſolitary Saturn bore ; 

His daughter she (in Saturn's reign , 
Such mixture was not held a ſtain ) 

Oft in glimmiering bow'rs, and glades 
He met het, and in ſecret shades 

Of woody Ida's inmoſt grove, 

While yet there was no fear of Jove. 
Come penſive Nun, devour and pute, 
Sober, ſtedfaſt, and demure, 

All in a tobe of darkeſt grain, 

Flowing with majeſtic train , 

Find ſable ſtole of cyprus lawn, 

Over thy decent shoulders drawn, 
Come, bur keep thy wonted ſtare, 
With even ſtep, and muſing gate, 
And looks commercing with the skies, 
Thy rapt ſoul ſitting in thine eyes: 
There held in holy paſſion till , 

Forget thyſelf ro marble, till 

Wich a ſad leaden downward caſt, 
Thou fix them on the earth as faſt ; 
And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 
Spare Faſt, that oft with Gods doth dict, 
And hears the Mutcs in a ring, 

Ay round about love's altar ting : 

And ad ro theſe retired Leiſure, 

That in trim gardens takes his pl. aſure; 
Bur firſt and chiefeſt, with thee bring , 


Him chart you ſoars on golden wing, 
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230 It FSNS EROS 0 
Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne, 

The Cherub Contemplation , 

And the mute Silence hiſt along, 

"Leſs Philomel will deign a ſong , 

In her ſweeteſt, ſaddeſt plight, 
Smoothing the rugged brow of night, 
While Cinthia checks her dragon yoke , 
Gently o'er th' accuſtom'd oak; 

Sweet bird that shunn'ſt the noiſe of folly, 
Moſt muſical, moſt melancholy! 

Thee chauntreſs oft the woods among, 

I woo to hear thy even- ſong; 

And milling thee, I walk uaſ:en 

On the dry ſmooth-sbaven green, 

To b-ho!ld the wand'ring moon, 

Riding near her higheſt noon, 

Like one that had been led aſtray 
Through the h-av'n's wide pathleſs way; 
And oft, as if her head she bow'd, 
Srooping through a feecy cloud. 

Oft on a plat of riſing ground , 

I hear the far-of Curfeu ſound , 

Over ſome wide-water'd shore, 
Swinging flow with Cullen roar ; 

Or if the air will not permit, 

Some ſtill removed place will fit, 
Where glowing embers through the room 
Teach light ro counterfeit a gloom, 
Far from all reſort of mirth, 

Save the cricket on the hearth, 
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Or the belman's drowſy charm , 
To blefs the doors from nightly harm: 
Or let my lamp at midnight hour, 
Be ſ:en in ſome high lonely tow'r, 
Where I may oft out-watch the Bar, 

With thrice great Hermes, or unſphere 
The ſpirit of Plato to unfol ! 


What worlds, or what vaſt regions hold 


The immortal mind that hath torſook 
Her manſion in this ficshly nook: : 
Anil of thoſe Dæmons that are found 
In fire, air, food, or under ground, 
Whoſe power hath a true conſent 
With planet, or with element. 

Some time let gorgeous tragedy 

In ſcepter'd pall come ſweeping by, 
Preſfenting Thebs, or P-lops line, 
Or the tale of Troy divine, 

Or what (though rare) of later age, 
Ennobled harh the buskia'd ſtage. 
Bur, O ſad Virgin, that thy pow'r 
Might raife Muſæus from his bow'r; 
Or bid the ſoul of Orpheus f1:g 
such notes as warbled to the ſtring , 
Drew iron rears down Pluto's cheek, 


And made hell grant whar love did (:ek ; 


Or call up him that left halt told 
The {tory of Cambuſcan bold, 
Ot Camball, and of Algarſife, 
And who had Canace to wife, 
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That own'd the virtuous ring and glaſs, 
And of the wondrous horſe of braſs, 
On which the Tartar king did ride; 
And if ought elſe great bards beſide, 
In ſage and ſolemn tunes have ſung , 
Of turacys and of rrophies hung, 
Of foreſts, and inchantments drear , 
Where more is meant than meets the ear. 
Thus night oft ſee me in thy pale career, 
Till civil-ſuited morn appear , 

Not trick'd and frounc'd as su: was wont, 
With the Artic boy to hunt, 

But kerchef ' d in a comely cloud, 

While rocking winds are piping loud, 

Or usher*d with a shower {till, 

When the guilt hath blown his fill, 
Ending on the 1u(sling leaves, 

With minute drops from off the caves, 
And when the ſun begins to fling 

His flaring beams, me Goddeſs bring 

To arched walks of twilight groves, 

And shadows brown that Sylvan loves. 
Of pine, or monumental oak , 

Where the rudz ax with heaved ſtroke , 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt, 
Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt, 
There in cloſe covert by ſome brook, 
Where no protaner eye may look, 

Hide me from day's garish eye, 


While the bee with honied thigh, 


- 
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That at het low'ry work dorh ling , 
AnJ the warcrs murmuring 
With ſuch conſort as they keep, 
Entice tlie dewy-f:arher'd ſleep 3 
Aud let ſome ſtrange myſterious dream 
Wave at his wings in airy ſtream 
Of lively portraiture diſplay'd, 
Sotfrly on my eye-lids laid. 
And as I wake, ſweet muſic breath 
Above, about, or un lern2ach, 
Sent by ſome Spi'tit ro mortals good, 
Or th' unſgen Genius of the wood, 
Bur let my due feet never fail, 
To walk the ſtuddious cloyſters pale, 
And love the high embowed roof, 
With autic pillars maſly proof, 
And ſtoried windows richly dighr , 
Caſting a dim religious light. 
There let the pealing organ blow, 
To th: full voic'd quire below, 
In ſervice high, and anchems clear, 
As may with {weerneſs, through mine ear, 
Diſſolve me into extaſies, 
And bring all heav'n before mine eyes. 
And may at laſt my weary age 
Find out che peaceful liermitage, 
The hairy gown and moily cell, 
Were I may it an! rightly ſpell 
Ot eviy ſtar that heav'n doth slicw, 
And ev'ry herb that ſips the dew z 
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Till old experience do attain 

To ſomething like prophetic ſtrain, 

Theſe pleaſures Melancholy give, 

And I wich thee will choole to live. 


End of the ſecond an laſt volum:. 
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. 8. 6, verſe 27, shall wrath, Tead shall his wrath. = 
P. 14, v. 13, lucuſts, r. locuſts — P. 121, v. 19, hight, 
. height. — P. 33, v. 9, it, r. is. — P 58, v. 11, no, 
r. not. — Ibid. v. 28, enthrone, r. unthrone. — P. 45 
v. 7, bus, r. bur. ---P. 55, v. 30, his, . the. --- P. 69, 
v. 18, ling, r. ſung. - P. 76, v. 1, gooſh-ad, r godhead. 
--- P. 9, v. 8, journy's, v. journey's. P. 95 , lin. 4, 
whcre mutt, r. where he mult. — P. 10, v. 29, aſcen41, 
y. aſcent. — P. 158, v. 30, theſc, r. It theſe. —P 168, 
v. 5, and his, 7. and on his, — P. 210, v. 7, diſplay, 
r. diplay'd. — P. 2:13, v. 17, feed yr. feeds. — 


P. 21%, v. F , fix days a work, r. fix days-work. -- 
P. 226, v. 33, che, F. thee. 


K 


Pag. 5 , verſe 24, pontus, read Pontus. - P. 15, v. 92, 
fail, r fall. — P. 16, v. 24, found, r. ſound. — P. 22, 
v. 2, on day, r. on a day. — P. 34, v. 9, not, r. not. 
ibid, v. 19, neds, r. needs. — P. 39. v. 28, that, 
r. not that. — P 47, v. 21, for ſo, r. for ſo I. — P. 49, 
v. 18, the, r, thee. — P. 54, v. 15, light, r. fight. 
P. 55 , v. 10, new, r. now. --- P. 10%, v. 28, rober; 
r. 'ober. — P. 170, v. 19, foul, -. fowl. — b. 187, v.19, 
Or, 7. of. 22 P, 217 5 V. 175 lowdly, 7. loudly. 
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